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ANTIQUITIES OP THE JEWS. 



BOOK XVII. 



Containing the interval of fmertein years, 

FBOM THE DEATH OF ALEXANDER AND AHISTOBULUS, TO 
THE BANISHMENT OF ARCHELAUS. 



CHAP. I. 

How Antipater was hated bg/ all the nation [of the Jews] for 
the Slaughter of his Brethren ; and how^ for that reason, 
he got wto peculiar favour with his friends at Rome, by 
giving them many presents ; as he did also with Satuminus^ 
the President of Syria, and the Governors who were under 
him ; and concerning Herod*s wives and children, 

LI. tT hen Antipate'rhadthus taken off his brethren, and 
d brought his father into the highest degree of impiety, 
till he was haunted with furies for what he had done, his 
hopes did not succeed to his niind|'6s to the rest of his life ; 
for, although be was delivered from the fear of his brethren 
bang his rivals as to the government, yet did he find it a very 
kuxl thing, and almost impracticable, to come at the king- 
dom, because the hatred of the nation against him on that 
Mount was become very great : and, besides this very dis* 
agreeable circumstance, the affair of the soldiery grieved him 
itill more, who were alienated from him, from which yet these 
ioDgs derived all the safety which they had, whenever they 
fcund the nation desirous of innovation : and all this danger 
Was drawn upon him by his destruction of his brethren. How- 

(e^er, he governed the nation jointly with his father, being 
Bideed no other than a king already: and be was for that very 
reason trusted, and the more firmly depended on, for the 
VOL. III. B 
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which he ought himself to have been put to death, as ap- 
pearing to have betrayed his brethren out of his concern for 
the preservation of Herod, and not rather out of his ill will 
to them, and, before them^ to his father himself ; and this was 
the accursed state he was in. Now, all Antipater^s con- 
trivances tended to make his way to take off Herod, that he 
might have nobody to accuse him in the vile practices he was 
devising ; and that Herod might have no refuge, nor any to 
afford him their assistance, since they must thereby have An- 
tipater for their open enemy ; insomuch that the very plots he 
had laid against his brethren were occasioned by tne hatred 
he bore his father. But at this time he was more than ever 
set upon the execution of his attempts against Herod, because 
if he were once dead, the government would now be firmly 
secured to him ; but if he were suffered to live any longer, he 
should be in danger, upon a discovery of that wickedness of 
which he had been the contriver, and his father would of 
necessity then become his enemy. And on this account it 
was that he became very bountiful to his father's friends, and 
bestowed great sums on several of them, in order to surprise 
men with his good deeds, and take off their hatred against 
him. And he sent great presents to his friends at Rome par- 
ticularly, to gain their good-will ; and, above all the rest, to 
Saturninus the president of Syria. He also hoped to gain 
the favour of Saturninus's brother with the large presents he 
bestowed on him : as also he used the same art to [Salome] 
the king's sister, who had married one of Herod's chief 
friends. And, when he counterfeited friendship to those with 
whom he conversed, he was very subtle in gaining their belief, 
and very cunning to hide his hatred against any that he really 
did hate. But he could not impose upon his aunt, who un<* 
derstood him of a long time, and was a woman not easily to 
be deluded; especially ^^iie she had already used all pos* 
sible caution in preventing his pernicious designs. Although 
Antipater's uncle, by the mother's side, were married to her 
daughter, and this by his own connivance and management, 
while she had before been married to Aristobulus, and while 
Salome^s other daughter by that husband was married to tha 
son of Calleas. But that marriage was no obstacle to her, 
who knew how wicked he was, in her discovering his designs, . 
as her former kindred to him could not prevent her hatred of 
him. Now Herod had compelled Salome, while she was ift^| 
love with Sylleus the Arabian, and had taken a fondness for 
him, to marry Alexas ; which match was by her submitted to -j 
at the instance of Julia, who persuaded Salome not to refuse 
it, lest she should herself be their open enemy, since Herod 
had sworn that he never would be friends with Salome, if 
she would not accept of Alexas for her husband ; so she sub-^ 
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mitted to Julia as being Csesar^s wife ; and, besides that, as 
she advised her to nothing but what was very much for her 
own advantage. At this time also it was that Herod sent 
back king Archelaus^ daughter, who had been Alexander's 
wife, to her father, returning the portion he had with her out 
of his own estate, that there might be no dispute between 
them about it. 

2. Now Herod brought up his son^s children with great 
care : for Alexander had two sons by Glaphyra ; and Aristo- 
bulus had three sons by Bernice, Salome^s daughter, and two 
daughters : and, as his friends were once with him, he pre- 
sented the children before them; and deploring the hard 
fortune of his own sons, he prayed that no such ill fortune 
might befall those who were their children, but that they 
might improve in virtue, and obtain what they justlydeserved, 
and might make him amends for his care of their education. 
He also caused them to be betrothed against they should 
come to the proper age of marriage; the elder of Alexander's 
sons to Fheroras's daughter, and Antipater's daughter to 
Aristobulus's .eldest son. He also allotted one of Aristobu- 
lus's daughters to Antipater^s son, and Aristobulus^s other 
daughter to Herod, a son of his own, who was born to him 
by the high priest^s daughter ; for it is the ancient practice 
among us to have many wives at the same time. Mow the 
kiDg made these espousals for the children, out of commi- 
seration of them now they were fatherless, as endeavouring 
•^ to render Antipater kind to them by these intermarriages. 
^, But Antipater did not fail to bear the same temper of mind 
i' to his brother's children, which he had borne to his brothers 
^] themselves ; and his father's concern about them provoked 
^ bis indignation against them, upon this supposal, tnat they 
^ would become greater than ever his brothers had been; while 
^ Archelaus, a kmg, would support his daughter's sons, an(^ 
^ Pheroras, a tetrarch, would accept of one of the daughters as 
^ a wife to his son. What provoked him also was this, that 
'i all the multitude would so commiserate these fatherless chil- 
dren, and so hate him [for making them fatherless], that all 
would come out, since they were no strangers to his vile dis- 
position towards his brethren. He contrived, therefore, to 
overturn his father's settlements, as thinking it a terrible thing 
that they should be so related to him, and be so powerful 
withal. So Herod yielded to him, and changed his resolu- 
tion at bis entreaty ; and the determination now was, that 
Antipater himself should marry Aristobulus's daughter, and 
Antipater's son should marry Pheroras's daughter. So the 
espousals for the marriages were changed after this manner, 
eren without the king's real approbation. 
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S* Now Herod,* the king, had at this time nine wives ; 
one of them Antipater^s mother, and another the high priest^s 
daughter, by whom he had a son of his own name. He had 
also one who was his brother^s daughter, and another his 
sister's daughter, which two had no children. One of his 
wives also was of the Samaritan nation, whose sons were 
Antipas and Archelaus, and whose daughter was Olympias ; 
which daughter was afterward married to Joseph, the king'^s 
brother^s son ; but Archelaus and Antipas were brought up 
with a certain private man at Rome. Herod had also to 
wife Cleopatra of Jerusalem, and by her he had his sons 
Herod and Philip ; which last was also brought up at Rome : 
Pallas also was one of his wives, which bare him his son 
Fhasaelus. And. besides these, he had for his wives Phadra 
and £lpis,by whom he had his daughters Roxanaand Salome. 
As for his elder daughters by the same mother with Alex- 
ander and Aristobulus, and whom Pheroras neglected to 
marry, he gave the one in marriage to Antipater, the kiug^s 
sister^s son, and the other to Phasaelus, his brother^s son. 
And this was the posterity of Herod. 



CHAP. II. 

Concerning Zamaris^ the Babylonian Jew. Concerning the 
plots laid by, Antipater against his father ; and somewhat 
about the Pharisees. 

1. And now it was that Herod, being desirous of secnring 
limself on the side of the Tracbonites, resolved to build a 
village, as large as a city, for the Jews, in the middle of that 
country, which might make his own country difficult to be as- 
saulted, and whence he might be at hand to make sallies upon 
them, and to do them a mischief. Accordingly, when he 
understood that there was a man that was a Jew come out of 
Babylon, with five hundred horsemen, all of whom could 
shoot their arrows as they rode on horseback, and with a 
hundred of his relations had passed over Euphrates, and now 
abode at Antioch by Daphne of Syria, where Saturninus, 
who was then presioent, had given them a place for habita- 
tion, called Valatha; he sent for this man, with the multitude 
that followed him, and promised to give him land in the 
toparchy called Batanea^ which country is bounded with 

* Those who have a mind to know all the family and descendants of Antipa- 
ter, the Idumean, and of Herod the Great, his son, and have a memory to pi^ 
serve them all distinctly, may consult Josephus, Antiq. B. xviii. ch. 5. sect. 4. 
▼ol. ii. and Of the War, B. i. ch. xxviii. sect. 4. vol. iii. and Noldius in Haver- 
camp's edition, p. 336, and Spooheim, ib. p. 402—405, and Reland, Fdistin. 
part i. p. 175, 176. 
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TrachoDites, as desirous to make that bis habitation a guard 
to faimselC He also engaged to let him bold the country free 
ffom tribute, and that they should dwell entirely without 
paying such customs as used to be paid, and gave it bkn ta&. 
me. 

2. The Babylonian was induced by these offers to come 
hither ; so he took possession of the land, and built in it fort- 
resses and a village, and named it Bathyra. Whereby this 
man became the safeguard to the inhabitants against the 
Trachonites, and preserved those Jews who came out of 
Babylon to offer their sacrifices at Jerusalem, from being 
hurt by the Trachonite robbers ; so that a great number 
came to him from all those p^rts where the ancient Jewish 
laws were observed, and the country became full of people^ 
by reason of their universal freedom from taxes. This con- 
tinued during the life of Herod ; but when Philip, who was 
[tetrarch] after him, took the government, he made thepi pay 
some small taxes, and that for a little while only ;* and Agrippa 
the Great, and his son of the same name, although they ha« 
laased them greatly, yet would not take their liberty away. 
From whom, when the Romans have now taken the govern- 
ment into their ovm hands, they still gave them the privilege 
of their freedom, but oppress them entirely with the imposi- 
tion of taxes. Of which matter I shall treat more accurately 
in the progress of this history « 

3. At length Zamaris, the Babylonian, to whom Herod bad 
given that country for a possession, died ; having lived vir- 
tuously, and left children of a good character behind him : 
one of whom was Jacim, who was famous for his v^ur, and 
taught his Babylonians how to ride their horses; and a troop 
of them were guards to the fore-mentioned kings. And whea 
Jacim was d^d in his old age, he left a son whose name was 
Philip^ one of great strength in his hands, and in other re- 
spects also more eminent for his valour U^an any of his 
ODDtemporaries ; on which account there was a confidence 
and firm friendship between him and king Agrippa. He had 
also an army, which he maintained, as great as that of a king ; 
which he exercised and led wheresoever he .had occasion to 
march. 

4. When the affairs of Herod were in the condition I have 
described, all the public affairs depended upon Antipater ; 
and his power was such, that*he could do good turns to as 
many as he pleased, and this by his father^s concession, ia 
hopes of his good will and fidelity to him ; and this till he 
ventured to use hb power still farther, because his wicked 
designs were concealed from his father, and he made him he. 

* This is DOW wantisg. 
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liere erery thing he 8ucL He was alsofcniDidaUe to all, not 
80 much on account of the power and authority he had, as tot 
the shrewdness of his vile attempts beforehand : but he who 
prindpally cultivated a friendship with him was PheitMRas, 
who received the like marks of his friendship ; while Anti- 
pater had cunningly encompassed him about by a company of 
women^ whom he placed as guards about him : for Pfaeroras 
was greatly enslaved to his wife, and to her mother, and to 
her sister ; and this notwithstanding the hatred he biure them, 
for the indignities they had offered to his virgin daughters. 
Yet did he bear them, and nothing was to be done without 
the women, who bad got this man into thdr circle^ and con- 
tinued still to as«st each other in all things, insomuch that 
AnUpater was entirely addicted to them, bodi by himself and 
by his mother ; for these four women* said all one and the same 
thing ; but the opinions of Pheroras and Antipater were dif- 
ferent, in some points of no consequence. But the king^s sister 
[[Salome]] was their antagonist, who for a good while had 
looked about all their affairs, and was apprized that this their 
friendship was made in order to do Herod some mischief, and 
was disposed to inform the king of it. And ^nce these people 
knew that their friendship was very disagreeable to Herod, as 
tending to do him a mischief, they contrived that their meet- 
ings should not be discovered ; so they pretended to hate one 
another, and to abuse one another when time served, and 
espedally when Herod was present, or when any one was 
there that would tell him ; but still their intimacy was firmer 
than ever, when they were private. And this was the course 
they took ; but they could not conceal from Salome neither 
theur first contrivance, when they set about these their inten- 
tions, nor when they bad made some progress in them ; but 
she searched out every thin^ ; 'and aggravating the relations 
to her brother, declared to him, *< As well their secret assem- 
blies and compotations, as their counsels taken in a clan- 
destine manner, which, if they were not in order to destroy 
him, they might well enough have been open and pubUc. 
But, to appearance, they are at variance,* and speak about one 
another as if they intended one another a mischief, but agree 
so well together when they are out of the sight of the mul- 
titude ; for when they are alone by themselves they act in 
concert, and profess that they will never leave bff their friend- 
ship, but win fight against those from whom they conceal 
their designs.^ And thus did she search out these things, and 
get a perrect knowledge of them, and then told her brother 
of them, who understood also of himself a great deal of what 
she said, but still durst not depend upon it, because of the 

' Pbaoni*§ wife and bcr mother snd iister, and Doru, Antipater's mother. 
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suspilsioiiB be'had of his sister^s calumnies. For. there was a 
certain sect of men that were Jews, who valiied themselves 
highly upon the exact skill they had in the law of their fathers^ 
and maoe men belieye they were highly favoured by God, by., 
whom this set of women were inveigled. These are those 
that are-called the sect of the Pharisees, who were in a capa- ; 
city of greatly opposing kings. A cunning sect they were^ 
and soon elevated to a pitch of open fighting, and doing mis-, 
chief. Accordingly, when all the people of the Jews gave 
assurance of their good*will to Caesar, and to the king^s 
government^ these very men did not swear, being above six 
thousand ; and when the king imposed a fine upon them, 
Pheroras*s wife paid their fine for them. In order to requite 
which kindness of hers, since they were believed to have the 
foreknowledge of things to come by Divine inspiration, they 
foretold how. God had decreed that Herod^s government 
should cease, and his posterity should be deprived of it ; but 
that the kingdom should come to her and Pheroras, and to 
thrir children. These predictions were not concealed from 
Salome, but were told the king ; as also how they had per- 
verted some persons about the palace itself : so the king slew 
such of the Pharisees as were principally accused, and Bagoas 
the eunuch, and one Cams, who exceeded all men of that 
time in comeliness, and one that was his catamite. He slew 
also all those of his own family who had consented to what 
the Pharisees foretold. < And for Bagoas, he had been pufied 
up by them, as though he should oe named the father and 
the bene&ctor of him who, by the prediction, was fiiretold to 
be their appointed king : for that this king would have all 
things in nis power, and would enable Bagoas to marry, and 
to have children of his own body begotten. 



CHAP. III. 



C(mc€mingtke enmity between Herod and Pheroras-^how Herod 
seni Mtipater to Casar'^^andofthe death of Pheroras. 

S 1. Whisn Herod had punished those Pharisees who had 
been convicted of the foregoing crimes, he gathered an as^ 
lembly tc^ether of his friends, and accused Fheroras^s wife ; 
and, ascrioing the abuses of the virgins to the impudence of 
that woman, brought an accusation against her for the disho- 
nour she had brought upon them : That *^ she had studiously 
introduced a quarrel between him and his brother, and, by her 
ill temper, bad brought them into a state of war, both by her 
words and actions ; that the fines which he had laid had not 
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been paid, and the offenders had escaped punishment b^ ber 
means ; and that nothing which had of late been done bad 
been done without her ; fin* which reason Pheroras would do 
well, if he would^ of his own accord, and b^ his own com- 
maod, and not at my entreaty, or as following my cpinioOy 
put this his wife away, as one that will still be the occasion 
of war between thee and me. And now Pheroras,- if thou 
vaiuest thy relation to me, put this wife of thine away \ for by 
this means thou wilt continue to be a brother to me, and will 
i^ide in thy love to me.^ Then said Pheroras (although he 
were pressed hard by the fi>rmer words,) that ^. As he would 
not do so unjust a thing as to renounce his brotherly. lelation 
to him^ so would he not leave off his affection for. lus wife : 
that he would rather choose to die than to live and be de^* 

S'ved of a wife that was so dear unto him.^ Hereupon 
(rod put off his anffer against Pheroras on these accounts, 
althougn he himself thereby underwent a very uneasy punish- 
ment. However, fie forbade Antipater and his nioiher to 
have any conversation with Pheroras, and bid. them to take 
care to avoid the assemblies of the women, which they pro- 
mised sodo^ but still got 6)gether when oocnminservedy and 
both Pheroras and Antipater had their ownmerry meetings. 
The report went also, that Antipater had criminal conversa- 
tion with Pherorai^s wife ; and that they were bcoo^it to- 
gether by Antipater*s mother. 

2. But Antipater had now a suspicion of his Catfaer^ and 
was afirsid that the effects of his hatied to him migfat incraase ; 
so he wrote to his friends at Rome, and bid them send to 
^ Herody that he would immediately send Antipater toCfloaar ; 
which» when it was done, Herod sent Antipater thither, and 
sent most noble presents along with him ; as also, his testa* 
ment, wherein Antipater was appointed to be his successor, 
and that if Antipater should die first, his [Herod Philip] son 
by the high priest'^s daughter should succeed. And, together 
with Antipater, there went to Rome, Sylleus the Arabian, 
although he had done nothing of all that Csesar hod enjoined 
him. Antipater also accused him of the same crimes of which 
he bad been formerly accused by Herod. Sylleus was also 
accused by Aretas, that without his consent he had slain many 
bf the chief of the Arabiani^ at Petra $ and particulariy 
Soemus, a man that deserved to be honoured by alt men ; and 
tiiat he had slain Fabatus, a servant of Caesar^s. These were 
the things of which Sylleus was accused, and that on the oc- 
casion following : There was one Corinthus belonsini^ to 
Herod, of the guards of the king^s body, and one wno was 
greatly trusted by him. Sylleus had persuaded this man, with 
me offer of a great sum of money, to kill Herod : and he had 
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pmniaed tt> (Cb it When Fabatos had been made aeqnaiQtcd 
wUh Ihie, ibrSjlleiiB had himielf tdd bimof it^hfl inibmedtbe . 
kingofit; wlk>€BtighcCV>rintba8^aiKlputhimtath&tarlu^ 
and Ibcrebj got oui of him the whole ctmvpirmgf^ He alaift 
caught tiro oth«r Aratnaos^ who were disootered by Gori». 
thuf ; the one the head of a tribe^and the other a mend to 
SylleiMp who were both by the kiag bronght to the torture, and • 
confeeied that they were ooming to encourage Corinthua not 
to UH of doing what he had undertaken to do ; and to asuat 
him with their orwn hands in the murder^ if need abookl re* 
qoiie their aasistanee. So Saturmnus, upon Herod^a dia- 
CDf erisg the whole to him^ sent them to Rome*. 

3. At this time Herod commanded Pheroras, that rinoe he 
was ao obstinate id his affection for his wife, he should retire ^ 
into bia own tetrarohy; which he did Terjrwillinglyy and sware 
many oaths that he would not come again, till lie heard that 
Herod was dead. And indeed, when, upon a sickness of the 
king's, he was desired to come to him before he died, that he 
Bu^t intrust him with some of his injunctions, he had audi a 
legucd to his oath, that he would not come to lum : yet did. 
not Herod ao retain his hatred to Pheraras, but remitted of hia 
purpoae [not to see him] which he before had, and that for 
sueh gpneat causes as have been already mentioned: but as soon 
Si he began to be ill, he came to him, and this without brim' 
sent for ; and when he was dead, he took care of his funeral 
and had his body brought to Jerusalem and buried there, and 
qipointed a solemn mourning for him. This [death of Phe* 
raras} became the origin of Antipater^s misfortunes,' although 
he were already sail^ for Rome, Grod now being about to 
pnmsh him for the murder of his brethren. I will expliun the 
history of this matter very distinctly, that it niay be for a 
wanun^ to mankind, that they take cue of conducting their: 
whole hves by the rules of virtue. 



ss 



CHAP. IV. 

jRlfforosV wife is accused by his Jreedmen as guUty of 
foiscning hint; and how Herodf upon examination of tf^ 
matter by tortnre^ found the poison; but so that it. had 
been prepared for himself by his son Antipater ; and^ upon 
an inquiry In/ torture^ he £scovered the dangerous designs 
rfjitipater. 

§ 1. As soon as Pheroras was dead, and bis funeral was over, 
two of Pberoras'^s freedmen, who were much esteemed by 
him^ came to Herod, and entreated him not to leave the 
murder of his brothet without isveDgLQig it> but to examine 
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mto «uch an onreaionable and imhiypy death. When he was 
moved with these woida, fbr thej teemed to him to be true, 
they said, that ^'Pheroras supped with his wife the day before 
he fell nek, and that a eertain poticm was bronght him in 
such a sort of food as he was not used to eat; but that when 
he had eaten, he died of it : that this potion was brought oot 
of Arabia by a woman, under pretence indeed as a love potion, 
for that was its name, but in reality to kill Phcroras; for that 
the Arabian women are skilful in making such poisons : and 
the woman to whom they ascribethis, was confessedly a most 
intimate friend of one of Sylleus*s mistresses ; and' that both 
the mother and the sister of Pheroras^s wife had been at the 
place where she lived, and had persuaded her to sell them 
this potion ; and had come back and brought it with them 
the day before that of his supper.^ Hereupon the king was 
provdLed, and put the women slaves to the torture, and some 
that were free, with them : and as the fact did not yet appear, 
because none of them would confess it, at length one of them, 
under her utmost agonies, said no more than this, that ** she 
prayed that Grod would send the like agonies upon AntipateFs 
mother, who had been the occanon of these miseries to all of 
thon.^ This prayer induced Herod to increase the women^s 
tortures, till thereby all was discovered : ** Their merry meet- 
ings, their secret assemblies, and the disclodmg of what he had 
said to his son alone, unto Pheroras^s women.^ (Now what 
Herod had chai^^ Antipater to conceal, was the gift of a 
hundred talents to him, not to have any conversation with 
Pheroras.) ^< And what hatred he bore to his fether ; and 
that he complained to his mother how very long his fether 
lived ; and that he was himself almost an old man, insomuch, 
that if the kingdom should come to him, it would not affinrd 
him any great pleasure; and that there were a great many of 
his brothers, or brothers* children, bringing up, that. might 
have hopes of the kingdom as well as himself, all which made 
his own hopes of it uncertain; for that even now, if he should 
himself not live, Herod had .ordained that the government 
should be conferred, not on his son, but rather on a brother. 
He also had accused the king of great barbarity, and of the 
slaughter of his sons ; and that it was out of the fear he was 

* Hit wife, her mother, aod sister.— -It seems to me, by this whole story put 
together, that Pheioras was not himself poisoned, as is commonly supposed ; for 
Antipater had persuaded him to poison Herod, chap. t. sect 1. which would 
fall to the ground, if he were himself poisoned ; nor could the poisoning of 
Pherona, serro any dengn that i^pean now going forward. It was only the 
■ipposal of his two'fireedmen, that this love potion, or poison, which they knew 
was brought to Pheroras's wife, was made :Use of fbr poisoning him; whereaa 
it appears to have been bronght for her husband to poison HerA withal, as the 
Allure ffnamiuatioiii dtmonitrate. 
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under, lest h6 should do the like to him^ that made him con* 
trive this his journey to Rome, and Pheroras contrive to go 
to his own tetrarchy." 

8. These oonfessions agreed with what his sister had told 
him, and tended greatly to corroborate ber teibtiinoat, and to 
free her from the suspicion of her unfaithfulness lb him. So 
the king haring satisfied himself of the spite' which Doris^ 
Antipater's niother, as well as himself, bore to him, took away 
from her all her fine ornaments, which were worth many ta- 
lents; and then sent her away, and entered into friendship with 
Fheroras^s women. But he who most of all irritated the king 
against his son, was one Antipater, the procurator of Antipater 
the king^B son, who, when he was tortured, among other things 
said^ that Antipater had prepared a deadly potion and given 
it to Pheroras, with his desire that he would give it tb his fa« 
ther during his absence, and when he was too remote to have 
the least suspidon cast upon him thereto relating ; that Anti- 
philus, one of Antipater^s friends, brought that potion out of 
Egypt ; and that it was sent to Pheroras by Theudion, the 
brother of the mother of Antipater, the king^s son, and by that 
means came to Pheroras'' wife, her husband having given it 
her to keep. And when the king asked her about it, she con- 
fessed it ; and as she was running to fetch it, she threw her- 
self down from the house-top ; yet did she not kill herself, be* 
cause she fell upon her feet : by which m^ns, when the king 
had comforted ner, and had promised her and her domestics 
pardon, upon condition of their concealing nothing of the 
truth from him ; but had threatened her with the utmost mi- 
series if she inx>ved ungrateful [[and concealed any thing y} so 
she promised and swore that she would speak out every thin^, 
and tell after what manner every thing was done ; and sua, 
what many took to be entirely true, that *^ the potion was 
brought out of E^pt by Antiphilus ; and that his brother, 
who was a physician, had procured it ; and that when Theu- 
dion brought it us, she kept it, upon Pheroras^s committingit to 
her ; and that it was prepared by Antipater for thee. When^ 
therefore, Pheroras was fallen sick, and thou earnest to him, 
and tookedst care of him, and when he saw the kindness thou 
hadst for him, his mind was overborne thereby. So he called 
me to him, and said to me. * O woman 1 Antipater hath cir- 
cumvented me in this affair of his father and my brother, by 
persuading me to have a murderous intention to him, and pro- 
curing a potion to be subservient thereto : do thou, therefore, 
go and fetch my potion (since my brother appears to have 
still the same virtuous disposition towards me which he had 
formerly, and I do not expect to live long myself, and that I 
may not defile my forefathers by the murder of a brother^^ 
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and bnm it before my face :^ that aooordingly the immediateiy 
farought it, aad did as ber husband bade her ; and that she 
burnt the graitest part of the potion ; but that a Uttle of it 
was left, tbt if the king, after Fheroras^s death, should treat 
her ill, she might poison hersdf , and thereby get dear of her 
miseries.^ Upon her saying thus, she l»ougnt out the potion, 
and the box in which it was, before them alL Nay, there was 
another brother of Antiphilus\ and his mother alscs who, bj 
the extremity of pain and torture^ confessed the same thiogg, 
and owned the box [to be that which had been brought out 
of "EgypLl The high priesCs daughter also, who was the 
king's wife, was accused to have been conscious of all thia, 
and had resolred to conceal it ; for which reason Herod dim 
Toroed her, and blotted her son out of his testament, wherein 
he had hem mentioned as one that was to reign after him ; 
and he took the high-priesthood away from his father-in-law^ 
Simeon, the son of Boethus, and appointed Mattathias, the 
80Q of Theophilus, who wa? bom at Jerusalem, to be high 
priest in his room. 

8. . While this was doing, Bathyllus, also Antipater^s freed-* 
man, came from Bome, and, upon the torture, was found to 
have farought another podon, to give it into the hands of An-^ 
tipater's mother, and of Fheroras, that if the former potioa 
did not operate upon the king, this at least might carry him 
off* There came also letters from Herod's friends at Rome^ 
by the approbation and at the suggestion of Ailtipater, to ac- 
cuse Ardielaus and Philip, as if they calumniated their father 
on account of the slaughter of Alexander and Aristobulus, an4 
as if they commiserated their deaths ; and as if, because-tbey 
wiere sent for home (for their father had already recalled them) 
they concluded they were themselves also to be destroyed. 
Thiese letters had been procured by great rewards, by Anti* 
pater^s friends ; but Antipater himself wrote to his father 
about them, and laid the heaviest things to their charge ; yet 
dU he entirely excuse them of any guilt, and said, they were 
but young men, and so imputed their words to their youth. 
But he sfud, that he had himsdUT been very busy in the affair 
relating to Sylleus, and in getting interest among the great 
men ; and on that account had bought splendid ornaments to 
present them withal, which cost him two hundred talents. 
Mow, one may wonder how it came about, that while so many 
accusations were laid against him in Judea during seven 
months before this time, he was not made acquainted with 
any of them. The causes o£ which were, that the roads were 
exactly guarded, and that men hated AnUpater; for tliere 
was nobody who would run any hazard himself» to gfiin bim 
any advantages. 
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CHAP. V. 

Jnlipater*s NavigaJtxon from Rome to hia fathtr ; and how 
he was accused by Nicolaus of Damascus^ and condemned 
to die by his father, and by Quintilius Varus^ who was then 
President of Syria ; and how he was bound till Casar should 
be informed of his cause. 

LI. Now Herod, upon Antipater^s writing to hinu that 
ving done all that he was to do, and this in the manner he 
was to do it, he would suddenly come to him, concealed his 
absence. At the same time also ne made some little oompliunt 
about his mother; but promised, that he would lay those com. 
plaints aside when he should return. He withal expressed 
his entire aifection for him, as fearing lest he should have some 
suspicion of him, and defer bis journey to him ; and lest, 
while he lived at Rome, he should lay plots for the kingdom^ 
and, moreover, do somewhat against himself. This letter 
Antipater met with in Cilicia ; but had received an M^oount 
of Pheroras^s death before at Tarentum. This last newls at" 
fected him deeply; not out of any affection for Pheroras, but 
because he was dead without havipg murdered his father, 
which he had promised him to da And when he was at 
Celendris, in Cilicia, he began to deliberate with himself about 
his sailing home, as being much grieved with the ejection of 
his mother. Now some of his friends advised him, that he 
should tarry a while somewhere, in expectation of farther in* 
formation. But others advised him to sail home without 
delay ; for that if he were once come thither, he would soon 
put an end to all accusations, and that nothing afforded any 
weight to his accusers at present but his absence. He was 
persuaded by these last, and sailed on, and landed at the haven 
called Sebastus ; which Herod had built at vast expenses in 
honour of Csesar, and called Sebastus. And now was Anti- 
pater evidently in a miserable condition, while nobody came 
to him or saluted him, as they did at his going away, with 
good wishes or joyful acclamations ; nor was there now any 
thing to hinder them from, entertaining him, on the contrary, 
with bitter curses,, while they supposed he was come to re* 
ceive his punishment for the munler of his brethren. 

2. Now Quintilius Varus was at this time at Jerusalem, 
being sent to succeed Siaturninus, as president of Syria, and 
was come as an assessor to Herod, wno had desired his ad- 
vice in his present affairs ; and as they were sitting together, 
Antipater came upon them, without knowing any thing of the 
matter ; so he came into the palace clothed in purple. The 
porters indeed received him in, but excluded bis friends. And 
now he was in great disorder, and presently understood th« 



14 ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. B. XTII. 

condition he was in; while upon bis going to salute his father 
he was repulsed by him, who called him a murderer of his 
brethren, and a plotter of destruction against himself, and told 
him that Varus should be his auditor and his judge the very 
next day ; so he found, that what misfortune he now heard 
of, was already upon him, with the greatness of which he went 
away in confusion : upon which his mother and his wife met 
him (which wife was the daughter of Antigonus, who was 
king of the Jews before Herod), from whom he learned all 
drcumstances which concerned him, and then prepared him- 
adf for his trial. 

3. On the next day Varus and the king sat together in 
judgment; and both their friends were also called in, as also 
the king^s relations, with his sister Salome, and as many as 
could discover any thing, and such as had bNsen tortured ; and 
besides these, some slaves of Antipater s mother, who were 
taken up a little before Antipater^s coming, and brought with 
them a written letter, the sum of which was this— that ** he 
should not come back, because all was come to his father^s 
knowledge ; and that Csesar was the only refuge he had left, 
to prevent both bis and her delivery into his father^s hands.^ 
Then did Antipater fall down at his father'*s feet, and besought 
him '* not to prejudge his cause, but that he might be first 
heard by his father, and that his father would keep him still 
unprejudiced.^ So Herod ordered him to be brought into the 
midst, and then ^* lamented himself about his children, from 
whcHU be had suffered such great misfortunes ; and because 
Antipater fell upon him in his old age. He also reckoned up 
. what maintenance, and what education, he had given them ; 
and what seasonable supplies of wealth he had afforded them, 
according to their own desires : none of which favours had 
hindered them from contriving against him, and from bring- 
ing his very life into danger, in order to gain his kingdom 
after an impious manner, by taking away his life before the 
course of nature, their fatner^s wishes, or jusUce, required 
that that kingdom should come to them ; and that he won- 
dered what hopes could elevate Antipater to such a pass, as 
to be hardy enough to attempt sudi things ; that he had by 
his testament in writing declared him his successor in the go- 
vernment ; and while he was alive, he was in no respect in- 
ferior to him, either in his illustrious dignity, or in power and 
authority, he having no less than fifty talents for his yearly 
income, anchhad received for his journey to Rome no fewer 
than thirty talents. He also objected to him the case of his 
brethren, whom he had accused^ and if they were guilty, he 
had imitated their example ; and if not, he had brought him 
groundless accusations against his near relations ; for that he 
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had been acquainted with all those things by him^ and by no- 
body else, and had done what was done by his approbation, 
and whom he now absolved from all that was criminal, by be* 
coming the inheritor of the guilt of such their parricide.^ 

4. When Herod had thus spoken, he fell a-weeping, and 
was not able to say any more ; but at his desire Nicolaus of 
Damascus, being the king^s friend, and always conversant with 
him, and acquainted with whatsoever he did, and with the cir* 
cumstances of his affairs, proceeded to what remained, and ex- 
plained all that concerned the demonstrations and evidences 
of the facts. Upon which Antipater, in order to make his 
legal defence, turned himself to his father, and ^* enlarged 
upon the many indications he had given of his good- will to 
him ; and instanced in the honours that had been done him, 
which yet had not been done, had he not deserved them by 
his virtuous concern about him ; for that he had made pro- 
vision for every thing that was fit to be foreseen beforehand, 
as to giving him his wisest advice ; and whenever there was 
occasion for the labour of his own hands, be had not grudged 
any such pains for him. And that it was almost impossible 
that he, who had delivered his father from so many treacherous 
contrivances laid against him, should be himself in a plot 
against him, and so lose all the reputation he had gained for 
bis virtue, by his wickedness which succeeded it ; and this 
while he had nothing to prohibit him, who had already ap- 
pointed his successor, to enjoy the royal honour with his 
father also at present, and that there was no likelihood that a 
person who had the one half of that authority without any 
danger, and with a good character, should hunt after the whole 
infamy and danger, and this when it was doubtful whether he 
could obtain it or not ; and when he saw the sad example of 
his brethren before him, and was both the informer and the 
accuser against them, at a time when they might not other- 
wise have been discovered ; nay, was the author of the pu- 
nishment inflicted on them, when it appeared evidently that 
they were guilty of a wicked attempt against their father; and 
that even the contentions there were in the king'^s family were 
indications that he had ever managed affairs out of the sin- 
cerest affection to his father. And as to what he had done at 
Rome, Caesar was a witness thereto ; who yet was no more 
to be imposed upon than God himself: of whose opinions 
his letters jsentJiither are sufficient evidence ; and that it was 
not reasonable to prefer the calumnies of such as proposed to 
raise disturbances, before those letters ; the greatest part of 
which calumnies had been raised during his absence, which 
gave scope to his enemies to forge them, which they had not 
been able to do if he had been there.^* Moreover he showed 
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the ipnlnes cf the evUeoee obcaned bf aortiR^ lA^ 

eammoalj bim I beoHK the dutiai 

tortons^ nMtxMwUj ofafigeB thm Id mj 

to pIcHethoKdiatgofcrB thcB. HeabocfindhiBiaelf fe 

the torture. 

& Hcreupoe there wsm rhigf u b w,! l ul « the aam ablj^ 
while tbej gmdj pitied Antiprtrr, who bj weepiD|r and put. 
ting oom eoaBteoance wiireHr to lui Macne^ Made tbca 
c u mp iiw i le the nne; ituomucfay that hm WTeocmies were 
moved to e uoi[MMinn : end it appeared plainly that Herad 
fainiself was affiscCed io his own nnid, although he was oot 
willing it should be taken notiee o£ Then did Ifioolaus 
begin to prosecute what the king had begun, and that with 
great bittemess ; and summed up all the eridnoe which aroae 
fiom the to r tu r es or from the testimanieiL ^ He principally 
and largdy cried up tbekiDg*s Tirtnes, which he haaexhioited 
in the Bnintenanee and education of his sons; while he could 
never gain any adTaatage thereby, but still £ell from one mis* 
fortune to another. Although he owned, thai he was not so 
much surprised with the thot^tless hehaTiourof his fixmcr 
sons, who were but young, and were besides corrupted by 
wicked counsdlors^ who were the occasions of their wiping 
out frf' their minds the righteous dictates of natures, and this 
outof a desire of coming to the government sooner than they 
ought to do; yet that he could not but justly stand amaaed at 
the horrid nickednessof Antipster, who, although he had not' 
only had great benefits bestowed on him by hb father, enough 
to tame his reason, yet could not be more tamed than the most' 
envenomed serpents ; whereas even those creatures admit of 
some mitigation, and will not bite their beneCsetors; while 
Antipater hath not let the misfortunes of bis brethren be any 
hindrance to him, but be hath gone cm to imitate their bar- 
barity notwithstanding. Yet wast thou, O Antipater! (mm 
thou hast thyself confessed) the informer as to what wicked 
acdons they bad done, and the searcher out of the evidence 
aguust them, and the author of the punishment they under- 
went upon their detection. Nor do we say this as aocuang 
thee for being so zealous in thy anger against them, but are 
astonished at thy endeavours to inutate tb^ praffigate be- 
baviour ; and we discover thereby, that thou didst not act thus 
for the safety of thy father, but for the destruction of thy 
brethren, that by such outside hatred of their impiety, thou 
mightestbe believed alover of thy &ther,and mightest thereby 
get thee power enough to do mischief with the greatest im- 
punity ; which design thy actions indeed demonstrate. It is 
true, thou tookest thy brethren off because thou didst convict 
them of their wicked designs : but thou didst not yield up.lo 
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jiutice those who were their partners; and thereby didst make 
it evident to all men, that thou madest a covenant with them 
against thy father, when thou chosest to be the accuser of thy 
brethren, asl desirous to gain to thyself alone this advantage 
of laying plots to kill thy father, and so to enjoy double ple». 
sure; which is truly worthy of thy evil disposition, which thou 
; hast openly showed against thy brethren ; on which account 
: thou didst rejoice, as having done a. most famous exploit ; nor 
[ was that behaviour unworthy of thee. But if thy intention 
\ were otherwise, thou art worse than they ; while thou didst 
\ contrive to bide thy treachery against thy father, thou didst 
[ hate them, not as plotters against thy father, (for in that case 
[ thou badst not thyself fallen upon the like crime) but as suo- 
' cessors of his dominions, and more worthy of that succession 
than thyself. Thou wouldest kill thy father after thy t}rethren, 
lest thy lies raised against them might be detected ; and lest 
thou sbouldest suffer what punishment thou hast deserved, 
j, thou hadst a mind to exact that punishment of thy unhappy 
\ father, and didst devise such a sort of uncommon parricide as 
the world never yet saw. For thou, who art his son, did not 
only lay a treacherous design against thy father, and didst it 
while Ke loved thee and had been thy benefactor, had made 
thee in reality his partner in the kingdom, and bad openly 
declared thee his successor, while thou wast not forbidoen to 
taste the sweetness of authority already, and hadst the firm 
hope of what was future by thy father^s determinatio9, and 
the security of a written testament But, for certain, thou 
didst not measure these things according to thy father^s vari- 
ous disposition, but according to thy own thoughts and incli* 
nations ; and wast desirous to take the part that remained 
away from thy too-indulgent father, and soughtest to destroy 
him with thy deeds, whom thou in words pretendedst to pre- 
serve. Nor Wast thou content to be wicked thyself, but thou 
filledst thy mother^s head with thy devices, and raised distur- 
bances among thy brethren, andi hadst the boldness to call 
thy father a wild beast; while thou hadst thyself a mind more 
cruel than any serpent, whence thou sendedst out that poison 
amongst thy nearest kindred and greatest benefactors, and 
invitedst them to assist thee and guard thee, and didst hedge 
thyself in pn all sides by the artifices of both men and women, 
against an old man, as though that mind of thine was not suf- 
ficient of itself to support so great an hatred as thou baredst 
to him. And here thou ,appearest, after the tortures of free- 
men, of domestic^, of men and women, which have been ex- 
amined on thy account, and, after the informations of thy fel- 
low* conspirators, as making haste to contradict the truth ; and 
hast thought on ways not only how to take thy father out of 

VOL. III. C 
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the world, but to disannul that written law which is against 
thee, and the virtue of Varus, and the nature of justice ; nay^ 
such is that impudence of thine on which thou confidesty 
that thou desirest to be put to the torture thyself, while tboa 
allegest, that the tortures of those already examined thereby 
have made them tell lies ; that those that have been the dch^ 
liverers of thy father may not be allowed to have spoken tbSi^ 
truth ; but that thy tortures may be esteemed the discovereni 
of truth. Wilt not thou, O Varus, deliver the king from the - 
injuries of his kindred ? Wilt thou not destroy this wicked 
wild beast, which hath pretended kindness to his father ia i 
order to destroy his brethren ; while yet he is himself alone 
ready to carry off the kingdom immediately, and appears to 
be the most bloody butcher to him of them all F For thou ait, 
sensiole, that parricide is a general injury both to nature and J 
to common life ; and that the intention of parricide is not) 
inferior to its preparation ; and he who does not pun'ish it» lij 
injurious to nature itself.^ 

6. Nicolaus added farther what belonged to Antipater'ii 
mother, and whatsoever she had prattled like a woman ; ai;^ 
also about the predictions and the sacrifices relating to 
king; and whatsoever Antipater had done lasciviously in. 
cups and his amours among Pheroras^ women ; the exambj 
nation upon torture ; and whatsoever concerned the testii 
nies of the witnesses, which were many, and of various kindsj 
some prepared beforehand, and others were sudden answ< 
which farther declared and confirmed the foregoing evidei 
For those men who were not acquainted with Antipat< 
practices, but had concealed them out of fear, when 
saw that he was exposed to the accusations of the fori 
witnesses, and that his great good fortune, which had si 

Eorted him hitherto, had now evidently betrayed him into 
ands of his enemies, who were now insatiable in their hati 
to him, told all they knew of him. And his ruin was 
hastened, not so much by the enmity of those that were 
accusers, as by his gross, and impudent, and wicked ooni 
vances, and by his ill-will to his father and his brethren; 
while he bad filled their house with disturbance, and cai 
them to murder one another ; and was neither fair in his 
tred nor kind in his friendship; but just so far as served tk 
own turn* Now, there were a great number who for a lo 
time beforehand had seen all this ; and especially such 
were naturally disposed to judge of matters by the rules 
virtue ; because they were used to determine about affaii 
without passion, but had been restrained from making 
open complaints before ; these, upon the leave now givi 
them, produced all that they knew before the public Tl 
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onstration also of these wicked facts could no way be dis- 
ced ; because the many witnesses there were, did neither 
k out of favour to Herod, nor were they obHged to keep 
t they had to say silent, out of suspicion of any danger 

were in ; but they spake what they knew, because they 
ight such actions very wicked ; and that Antipater deservea 
greatest punishment ; and indeed not so much for Herod^s 
:y, as on account of the man^s own wickedness. Many 
gs were also s^id, and those by a great number of 
ons who were no way obliged to say them ; insomuch, 

Antipater, who used generally to be very shrewd in his 
and impudence, was not able to say one word to the 
rary. When Nicolaus had left off speaking, and bad 
[uced the evidence. Varus bid Antipater to betake himself 
le making his defence, if he had prepared any thing 
reby it might appear that be was not guilty o^ the crimes 
ras accused of; for that, as he was himself desirous, so 
be know that his father was in like manner desirous also, 
lave him found entirely innocent. But Antipaler fell 
n on his face, and appealed to God, and to all men, for 
monials of his innocency ; desiring that Grod would de- 
i by some evident signals, that he had not laid any plot 
Dst bis father. This being the usual method of all men 
ituteof virtue, that when they set about any wicked under- 
igs, they fall to work according to their own inclinations, 
f they believed that God was unconcerned in human 
rs ; but when once they are found out, and are in danger 
mdergoing the punishment due to their crimes, they 
savour to overthrow all the evidence against them, by 
filing to God ; which was the very thing which Antipa-' 
low did : for whereas he had done every thing as if there 
i no God in the world ; when he was on all sides distressed 
ustice, and when he had no other advantage to expect 
i any legal proofs, by which he might disprove the accu- 
»ns laid agamst him, he impudently abused the majesty of 
, and ascribed it to his power, that he had been preserved 
erto ; and produced before them all what difficulties he 
ever undergone in his bold acting for hisfather^s preser- 
jn. . 

So when Varus, upon asking Antipater what he had to 
for himself, found that he had nothing to say besides his 
»1 to God; and saw that there was no end of that, he bid 
1 bring the potion before the court, that he might see 
t virtue still remained in it ; and when it was brought, and 
that was condemned to die had drank it by Varus^s com- 
d, be died presently. Then Varus got up, and departed 
of the court^ and went away the day following to AnXv- 
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ock, vfaott kk vfioal rcBdenoe 

yalaat of tbe Srnsns : upon iriiich Herod laid his waa 
tciodfe. But !«:*£.: vere Vsttj-'s dls^Mir^es to Herod, vas; 
knawD to the frtnitfr&iitT : ij^d i^poD vha: vords it was thd: 
he vent atrar : thc^u^b it "vras also gcneralir supposed 
whatKierer Herod did ^fienrards ab?'jt his bdd, vas done 
his apprc#b&uoD. Bin vhen Herod had bound his son, I 
weal letters to Boae to CsEsar about h:ni. and sudi mesM 
gers withal as should . bv word of mouth, inform Caesar 
Antipater s wickedness. Now at this verr time there i 
•eizea a letter of Autipbilus, written to Antipater oat 
Egypt (for he lived there;) and when it was opened hj £# ^ 
kings >t ^^B found to cont^dn what fellows : ^ I have acoa 
thee Acme's letter, and hazarded my own life ; for f * ' ~ 
knowest that I am in danger from two families^ if I be 
oorered. I wish thee good success in thy affiur/ 
were the contents of this letter : but the king made i] 
about the other letter also— for it did not appear ; and 
philus'^ slave, who had brought that letter which had 
read^ denied that he had received the other. But while ^Bf^^ 
king was in doubt about it, one of Herod'^s friends aeein^ m'j^^ 
seam upon the inner coat of the slave, and a doubling of 'flli'l 
cloth (for be had two coats on,) he guessed that the 
might be within that doubling, which accordingly p 
to be true. So they took out the letter, and its ooni 
were these: ^< Acme to Antipater. I have written suchi 
letter to thy father as thou desirest me. I have also takiL 
a copy, and sent it, as if it came from Salome to my la^j 
[|Livia ;]] which, when thou readest, I know that Herod wil 
punish Salome, as plotting against him.'" Now this pre^ 
tended letter of Salome's to her lady was composed by Anti' 
pater, in the name of Salome, as to its real meaning, but la' 
the words of Acme. The letter was this : " Acme to " 
Herod. I have done my endeavour that nothing that is 
against thee should be concealed from thee. So, upon mj 
-finding a letter of Salome written to my lady against thee, 
have written out a cony, and sent it thee; with hazard I 
myself, but for thy aa vantage. The reason why she wrote! 
was this ; that she had a mind to he married to Sylli 
Yki thou therefore tear this letter in pieces, that I may 
come into danger of my life." Now Acme had written 
Antipater himself, and informed him that, in complii 
with his command, she had both herself written to He 
as if Salome had laid a sudden plot entirely against him, 
hod iuTsclf sent a copy of an epistle, as coming from Sal< 
to her lady. Now Acme was a Jew by birth, and a sei 
to Julia, Casar's wife, and did this out of her friendship 
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Antipater, as having been corrupted by him with a large pre- 
lent of money, to assist in his pernicious designs against his 
fiuher and his aunt. 

8. Hereupon Herod was so amazed at the prodigious 

wickedness of Antipater, that he was ready to have ordered 

him to be slain immediately, as a turbulent person in the 

BBost important concerns, and as one that had laid a plot, not 

only against himself, but against his sister also ; and even cor- 

nipted Caesar's own domestics. Salome also provoked him 

to it, beating her breast, and bidding him to kill her, if lie 

amid produce any credible testimony that she had acted in 

that manner. Herod also sent for his son, and asked him 

about this matter, and bid him contradict it if he could, 

ad not suppress any thing he had to say for himself. And, 

then be had not one word to say, he asked him, since he 

was every way caught in his villany, that he would make no 

fiutber delay, but discover his associates in these his wicked 

dangna. So he laid all upon Antiphilus ; but discovered 

aobody else. Hereupon Herod was in such great grief, that 

he waa ready to send his son to Rome to Caesar, there to 

pve an account of these his wicked contrivances. But he 

looo became afriud, lest he might there, by the assistance of 

bia finends, escape the danger he was in : so he kept him 

bound as before, and sent more ambassadors and.letters [to 

Borne]] to accuse his son, and an account of what assistance 

Acme had ^ven him in his wicked designs, with copies of 

kfae cfuatles before mentioned. 



CHAP. VI. 



Concerning the disease titat Herod fell into, and the sedition which 
the Jews raised thereupon; with the punishment of the seditious* 

§ 1. Now Herod^s ambassadors made haste to Rome ; but 
went as instructed beforehand, what answers they were to 
make to the questions put to them. They also carried the 
epistles with them. But Herod now fell into a distemper ; 
and made his will^ and bequeathed his kingdom to [Antipas] 
his youngest son ; and this out of that hatred to Archelaus 
andT FhiTip, which the calumnies of Antipater had raised 
against them. He also bequeathed a thousand talents to 
Caesar ; and five hundred to Julia, Caesar^s wife, to Caesar^s 
children, and friends^ and freedmen. He also distributed 
among his sons and their sons, his money, hb revenues, and 
his lands. He also made Salome his sister very rich ; be- 
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cause she bad continued faithful to him in all their circum« 
Stances, and was never so rash as to do him any harm ; and 
as he despaired of recovering, for he was about the seventieth 
year of his age, he grew fierce, and indulged the bitterest 
anger upon all occasions ; the cause whereof was this — ^that 
he thought himself despised, and that the nation was pleased 
with his misfortunes ; besides which, he resented a sedition 
which some of the lower sort of men excited against him ; 
the occasion of which was as follows :— - 

2. There was one Judas, the son of Saripheus, and Mat- 
thias, the son of Margalothus, two of the most eloquent men 
among the Jews, and the most celebrated interpreters of the 
Jewish laws, and men well beloved by the people, because 
of their education of their youth ; for all those that were stu- 
dious of virtue frequented their lectures every day. These 
men, when they found that the king^s distemper was incura- 
ble, excited the young men that they would pull down all 
those works which the king had erected contrary to the law 
of their fathers ; and thereby obtain the rewards which the 
law will confer upon them for such actions of piety ; for that 
it was truly on account of Herod^s rashness in making such 
things as the law had forbidden, that his other misfortunes, 
and this distemper also, which was so unusual among man- 
kind, and with which he was now afflicted, came upon him : 
for Herod had caused such things to be made which were 
contrary to the law, of which he was accused by Judas and 
Matthias ; for the king had erected over the great gate of the 
temple a large golden eagle of great value, and had dedicated 
it to the temple. Now the law forbids those that propose to 
live according to it, to erect images* or representations of 
any living creature. So these wise men persuaded [their 
scholars] to poll down the golden eagle, alleging, that ^^ al- 
though they should incur any danger which might bring them 
to their deaths, the virtue of the action now proposed to them, 
would appear much more advantageous to them than the 
pleasures of life; since they would die for the preservation 
and observation of the law of their fathers ; since they would 
also acquire an everlasting fame and commendation ; since 
they would be both commended by the present generation, 
and leave an example of life that would never be forgotten 
to posterity ; since that common calamity of dying cannot be 
avoided by our living so as to escape any such dangers ; that 
therefore it is a right thing for those who are in love with a 
virtuous conduct, to wait for that fatal hour by such a beha- 

* That the making of images, without an intention to worship them, was not 
unlawful to the Jews, see the note on Antiq. B« viii. ch. viL sect 6, voL u 
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▼iour as may carry them out of the world with praise and 
honour : and that this will alleviate death to a great degree, 
thus to oome at it by the performance of brave actions, which 
bring us into danger of it ; and at the same time, to leave 
that reputation behind them to their children, and to all their 
relations, whether they be men or women ; which will be of 
great advantage to them afterward.^ 

3. And with such discourses as this did these men excite 
the young men to this action ; and a report being come to 
them that the king was dead, this was an addition to the wise 
men's persuasions : so, in the very middle of the day, they 
^t upon the place, they pulled down the eagle, and cut it 
into pieces with axes, while a great number of the people were 
in the temple. And now the king^s captcdn, upon hearing 
what the undertaking was, and supposing it was a thing of a 
higher nature than it proved to be, came up thither, having 
a great band of soldiers with him, such as was sufficient to 
put a stop to the multitude of those who pulled down what 
was dedicated to God ; so he fell upon them unexpectedly, 
and as they were upon this bold attempt, in a foolish pre- 
sumption rather than a cautious circumspection, as is usual 
with the multitude, and while they were in disorder, and in* 
cautious of what was for their advantage ; so he caught no 
fewer than forty of the young men, who had the courage to 
itay behind when the rest ran away, together with the authors 
of this bold attempt, Judas and Matthias, who thought it an 
ignominious thing to retire upon his approach, and led them 
to the king. And when they were come to the king, and be 
had asked them if they had been so bold as to pull down 
what he had dedicated to God ? « Yes (said they), what was 
contrived, we contrived ; and what hath been performed, we 
performed it ; and that with such a virtuous courage as be- 
comes men : for we have given our assistance to those things 
which were dedicated to the majesty of God, and we have- 
provided for what we have learned by hearing the law ; and 
It ought not to be wondered at, if we esteem those laws 
which Moses had suggested to him, and were taught him by 
God, and which he wrote and left behind him, more worthy 
of observation than thy commands. Accordingly we will 
undergo death, and all sorts of punishment which thou canst 
inflict upon us, with pleasure, since we are conscious to our- 
selves that we shall die, not for any unrighteous actions, but 
for our love to religion.^ And thus they all said ; and their 
courage was still equal to their profession, and equal to that 
with which they readily set about this undertaking. And 
when the king had ordered them to be bound, he sent them 
to Jericho, and called together the principal men amoxk^th^ 
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Jews ; and when they were come, he made them assemble 
in the theatre ; and l)ecau8e he oould not himself stand, he 
lay upon a couch, and " enumerated the many labours that 
he bad long endured on their account ; and his building of 
the temple, and what a vast charge that was to him ; while 
the Asamaneans, during the hundred and twenty-five years of 
their government, had not been able to perform any so great 
a work for the honour of God as that was ; that he had also 
adorned it with very valuable donations ; on which account 
he hoped that he had left himself a memorial, and procured 
himself a reputation after his death. He then cried out, that 
these men had not abstained from affrofiting him, even in his 
life-time ; but that in the very day-time, and in the sight of 
the multitude, they had abused him to that degree as to fall 
upon what he had dedicated ; and in that way of abuse bad 
pulled it down to the ground. They pretended, indeed, that 
they did it to affront him ; but if any one consider the thing 
truly, they will find that they were guilty of sacrilege to^ 
wards God therein." 

4. But the people, on account of Herod^s barbarous tern* 
per, and for fear he should be so cruel as to inlSict punish- 
ment on them, said, <^ What was done, was done without 
their approbation ; and that it seemed to them that the actors 
might well be punished for what they had done.^ But as 
for Herod, he dealt more mildly with others [of the assem- 
bly] ; but he deprived Matthias of the high-pnesthood, as in 
ert on occasion of this action, and made Joaxar, who was 
atthias's wife^s brother, high priest in his stead. Now it 
baj^ned that, during the time of the high-priesthood of this 
Matthias, there was another person made high priest for a 
single day ; that very day which the Jews observed as a fast 
The occasion was this : this Matthias the high priest, on the 
night before that day when the fast was to be celebrated, 
seemed, in a dream, to have conversation with his wife ; and 
because he could not officiate himself on that account, Joseph, 
the son of EUemus, his kinsman, assisted him in that sacred 
office.* But Herod deprived this Matthias of the high-priest- 

* This fact, that one Joseph was made high priest for a single day, on occa- 
rion of the action here specified, that befel Matthias, the real high priest, in 
fait sleep, the night before the great day of expiation, is attested to, both in the 
Mishna and Talmud, as Dr Hudson here infj^ms us. And indeed, from this 
fact, thus fully attested, we may confute that pretended rule in the Talmud 
here mentioned, and endeavoured to be excused by Reland, that the high priest 
Was not suffered to sleep the night before that great day of expiation ; which 
watching would surely rather unfit him for the many important duties he was 
to perform on that solemn day, than dispose him duly to perform them. Nor 
do such Talmudical rules, when unsuppoited by better evidence, much less 
when contradicted thereby, seem to me of weight enough to deserve that so great 
a sum M Reland should ipend his time in eBdotTOun at their vindicatioB. 
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hood ; and burnt the other Matthias, who had rmsed the ae- 
ditioo, with his companions, alive. And that very night 
there was an eclipse of the moon.* 

5. But now Herod^s distemper greatly increased upon him 
after a severe manner, and this by God^s judgment upon him 
for his sins ; for a fire glowed in him slowly, which did not 
BO much appear to the touch outwardly, as it augmented his 
pains inwardly ; for it brought upon him a vehement appe- 
tite to eating, which he could not avoid to supply with one 
sort of food or other. His entrails were also exulcerated, 
and the chief violence of his pain lay on his colon ; an aque- 
ous and transparent liquor also had settled itself about his 
feet, and a Uke matter afflicted him at the bottom of his 
belly. Nay, farther, his privy member was putrified, and 
produced worms ; and when he sat upright he had a dif- 
ficulty of breathing, which was very loathsome, on account 
of the stench of his breath, and the quickness of its returns : 
he had also convulsions in all parts of his body^ which in- 
creased his strength to an insufferable, degree. It was said 
by those who pretended to divine, and who were endued with 
wisdom to foretel such things, that Grod inflicted this punish, 
nent on the king, on account of his great impiety ; yet was 
he still in hopes of recovering, though his afflictions seemed 
greater than any one could bear. He also sent for physi- 
dans, and did not refuse to follow what they prescribed for 
his assistance ; and went beyond the river Jordan, and bathed 
himself in the warm baths that were at Callirrhoe, which, be* 
sides their other general virtues, were also fit to drink ; which 
water runs into the lake called Asphaltitis. And when the 
physicians once thought fit to have him bathed in a vessel 
full of oil, it was supposed that he was just dying ; but upon 
the lamentable cries of his domestics, he revived : and having 
no longer the least hopes of rcovering, he gave order that 
every soldier should^be paid fifty drachmae ; and he also gave 
a great deal to their commanders, and to his friends, and 
came again to Jericho, where he grew so choleric that it 
brought him to do all things like a madman ; and though he 
were near his death, he contrived the following wicked de- 
signs. He commanded that all the principal men of the en- 
tire Jewish nation, wheresoever they lived, should be called 

to him. Accordingly, there were a great number that came, 

• 

* This eclipse of the moon (which is the only eclipse of either of the lu- 
mimtries mentioned by our Josephus in any of his writings), is of the greatest 
consequence for the determination of the time for the death of Herod and 
Antipater, and for the birth and entire chronology of Jesus Christ. It hap- 
pened March 13th, in the year of the Julian period 4710, and the 4th year 
before the Christian era. See its calculation by the rules of astronomy, at 
the end of the Astronomical Lcctavc*, edit. haL ptge 451, 452. 
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btc wwe the whole natioa was called, and all men hesrd of 
thia call, and death was the penalty of such as shoald despise 
the epistles that were sent to call thenu And now the lung 
waa in a wild rage against them all, the innocent aa well as 
those that had aflfbrded him ground far accosatioiis; and 
when they were come, he ordered them all to be shut op in 
the hippodrome^^ and sent for his sister Salome, and her 
husband Alexis, and spake thus to them : <' I shall die in a 
little time, so great are my pains; which death ought to be 
cheerfullv borne, and to he welcomed by all men. But what 
principally troubles me is this, that I shall die without being 
lamented, and without such mourning as men usually ex- 
pect at a king^s death. For that he was not unacquainted 
with the temper of the Jews, that his death would be a thing 
rery desirable, and exceedingly acceptable to them ; because 
during hb lifetime they were ready to revolt from him, and 
to abuse the donations he had diedicated to Grod : that it 
therefore was their business to resolve to afford him some al- 
leviation of his great sorrows on this occasion ; for that, if 
they do not refuse him their consent in what he desires, he 
ihall have a great mourning at his funeral, and such as never 
any king had before him ; for then the whole nation would 
mourn i'rom their very soul, which otherwise would be done 
in sport and mockery only. He desired, therefore, that as 
soon as they sec he hath given up the ghost, they shall place 
soldiers round the hippodrome, while they do not know that 
he is dead, and that they shall not declare his death to the 
multitude till this is done, but that they shall give orders to 
have those that are in custodv shot with their darts ; and that 
tills slaughter of them all will cause that he shall not miss to 
rejoice on a double account. That as he is dying, they will 
make him secure that his will shall be executed in what he 
charges them to do; and that he shall have the honour of a 
memorable mourning at his funeral. So he deplored his 
condition with tears in his eyes, and obtested them by the 
kinilnoRs duo inmi them, as of his kindred, and by the faith 
they owed to God ; and begged of them that they would not 
iruulcr him of this honourable mourning at his funeral.^ So 
thpy promised him not to transgress his commands. 

o. Now any one may easily discover the temper of this 
ninn's nund« which not only took pleasure in doing what he 
hnd done forn)orly against his relations, out of the love of 
lili\ but by those ctmuuands of his which savoured of no hu- 
manitv ; KUice ho tcH>k care» when he was departing out of 
this liVo. that the wliolo nation should be put into mourning; 
'^^ iudecil made desolate of their dearest kindred, when he 
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gave order that one out of every family should be slain, al- 
though they had done nothing that was unjust, or that was 
against him, nor were they accused of any other crimes ; 
while it is usual for those who have any regard to virtue, to 
lay aside their hatred at such a time, even with respect to 
those they justly esteemed their enemies. 



CHAP. VII. 

Herod has thoughts of killing himself with his own handr-^and 
a little afterwards he orders Antipater to be slain, 

§ 1. As he was giving these commands to his relations, there ' 
came letters from his ambassadors, who had been sent to 
Rome unto Csesar, which, when they were read, their pur- 
port was this : that ^' Acme was slain by Caesar, out of his 
indignation at what hand she had in Antipater^s wicked prac- 
tices ; and that as to Antipater himself, Caesar left it to Herod 
to act as became a father and a king, and either to banish 
him or take away his life, which he pleased. When Herod 
heard this, he was somewhat better, out of the pleasure he 
had from the contents of the letters ; and was elevated at the 
death of Acme, and at the power that was given him over 
his son ; but as his pains were become very great, he was 
now ready to faint for want of somewhat to eat ; so he called 
for an apple and a knife ; for it was his custom foimerly to 
pare the apple himself, and soon afterwards to cut it and eat 
It. When he had got the knife, he looked about, and had a 
mind to stab himself with it ; and he had done it, had not 
his first cousin Achiabus prevented him, and held his hand,, 
and cried out loudly. Whereupon a woful lamentation 
echoed through the palace, and a great tumult was made, as 
if the king were dead. Upon which Antipater, who verily 
believed his father was deceased, grew bold in his discourse, 
as hoping to be immediately and entirely released from his 
bonds, and to take the kingdom into his hands, without any 
more ado ; so he discoursed with the jailor about letting him 
go, and in that case promised him great things, both now 
and hereafter, as if that were the only thing now in question. 
But the jailor did not only refuse to do what Antipater 
would have him, but informed the king of his intentions, and 
how many solicitations he had from him [of that nature.] 
Hereupon Herod, who had formerly no affection or good- will 
towards his son to restrain him, when he heard what the 
jailor said, he cried out, and beat his head, although he was 
at death^s door, and raised himself upon his elbow ; and sent 
for some of his guards, and commanded them to kill Anti- 
pater without any farther delay, and to do U pTe^wxV^^ ^tk^L 
to burjr him in an ignoble manner at Hyrcaiua. 
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CHAP. vni. 

Concerning Herod's death, and testcmuntj and burial. 

§ 1. And now Herod altered his testament upon the altera- 
tion of his mind ; for he appointed Antipas, to whom he had 
before left the kingdom, to the tetrarch of Galilee and Perea^ 
and granted the kingdom to Archelaus. He also gave 6au- 
lonitis^ and Trachonitis, and Paneas to Philip, who was his 
son, but own brother to Archelaus,* by the name of te» 
trarchy : and bequeathed Jamnia, and Asdod, and Fhasaelis, 
to Salome his sister, with fire hundred thousand [drachmae] 
of silver that was coined. He also made provision for all the 
rest of his kindred, by giving them sums of money and annual 
revenues, and so left them all in a wealthy condition. He 
bequeathed also to Caesar ten millions [of drachmae] of coined 
money, besides both vessels of gold and silver, and garments 
exceeding costly: to Julia, Caesar's wife, and to certain others, 
five millions. When be had done these things, he died, the 
fifth day after be had caused Antipater to be sUin ; having 
reigned since he had procured Antigonus to be slain, thirty, 
four years ^^ but since he had been declared king by the 
Romans, thirty-seven. A man he was of great barbarity to- 
wards all men equally, and a slave to his passion, but above 
the consideration of what was right ; yet was he fayoured by 
fortune as much as any man ever was, for, from a private 
man he became a king ; and though he were encompassed 
with ten thousand dangers, he got clear of them all, and con- 
tinued his life till a very old age. But then, as to the affairs 
of his family and children, in which indeed, according to his 
own opinion, he was also very fortunate, because he was able 
to conquer his enemies, yet, in my opinion, he was herein 
very unfortunate. 

8. But then Salome and Alexis, before the king^s death 
was made known, dismissed those that were shut up in the 
hippodrome, and told them that the king ordered them to go 
away to tlieir own lands, and take care of their own affairs, 

* "When it is here said, that Philip the tetrarch, and Archelaus the king or 
or ethnarch, were aitx^u yvn^ut or genuine broifiers^ if those words mean jovm 
hratTiertj or born of the same father and mother, there must be here some mis- 
take; because they had indeed the same father, Herod, but different modiers ; 
tfie former Cleopatra, and Archelaus Malthace. They were indeed brought up 
altogether privately at Rome, like own brothers ; and Philip was Archelaus's 
deputy, when he went to hare his kingdom confirmed to him at Rome ; ch. ix. 
wet. 3, and Of the War, B. iL ch. ii. sect. 1, voL iiL which intimacy is perhaps 
all that Josephus intended by the words before us. 

•j- These numbers of years for Herod*s reign, 34 and 37, are the very same 
with those of the War, B. L ch. xxxiii. sect 8, vol. iiL and are among the prin- 
dpel dironological characters belonging to the reign or death of Herod.— See 
Mum. oi the £TaDg. p. 16(U.ldd. 
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which was esteemed by the nation a ereat benefit And now 
the king'^s death was made public, when Salome and Alexis 
gathered the soldiery together in the amphitheatre at Jeri- 
cho ; and the first thing they did was, they read Herod^s let- 
ter, written to the sdldiery, thanking them for their fidehty 
and good-will tb him, and exhorting them to afford his son 
Archelaus, whom he bad appointed for their king, like fide- 
lity and good-will. After which Ptolemy, who had the king^s 
seal entrusted to him, read the king^s testament, which was 
.to be of force no otherwise than as it should stand when 
Caesar had inspected it ; so there was presently an acclama- 
tion made to Archelaus, as king ; and the soldiers came by 
bands, and their commanders with them, and promised the 
same good-will to him, and readiness to serve him, which 
they had exhibited to Herod ; and they prayed God to be 
assistant to him. 

3. After this was over, they prepared for his funeral, it be- 
ing Archelaus^s care that the procession to his father^s aepuU 
chre should be very sumptuous* Accordingly, he brought 
ont all bis ornaments to adorn the pomp of the funeral. The 
body was carried upon a golden bier, embroidered with very 
precious stones of great variety, and it was covered over with 

Eurple, as well as the body itself. He had a diadem upon his 
ead, and above it a crown of gold ; he also had a sceptre in 
bis right hand. About the bier were his sons and his nume- 
rous relations ; next to these was the soldiery, distinguished 
according to their several countries and denominations ; and 
they were put into the following order : First of all went his 
guards ; then the band of Thracians ; and after them the 
Germans; and next the band of Galatians,— -everyone in their 
habiliments of war ; and behind these marched the whole 
army, in the same manner as they used to go out to war, and 
as tney used to be put in array by their muster-masters and 
centurions; these were followed by five hundred of his do- 
mestics carrying spices. So they went eight furlongs,* to 
Herodium ; for there, by his own command, he was to be 
buried. And thus did Herod end his life. 

4. Now Archelaus paid him so much respect as to con- 
tinue his mourning till the seventh day ; for so many days are 
appointed for it by the law of our fathers. Ana when he 
had given a treat to the multitude, and left off his mourning,^ 
he went up into the temple. He had also acclamations and 
praises given him, which way soeyer he went, every one striv- 

* At eight stadia or furlongs a-day, as here, Herod's funeral, conducted ta 
Herodium, (which lay at the distance from Jericho, where he died, of 200 itadim 
or foxlongs-^Of the War, B. L ch. xxziiL sect 9, toL iii.) must ha?e taken up 
no lew than twenty^fiye days. 
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ing with the rest who should appear to use the loudest aodar 
mations. So he ascended a high eleTatioo made for him, 
and took his seat in a throne made of gold, and spake kindlj 
to the multitude, and declared ^ with what joy he received 
their acclamations, and the marks of the good-will thej 
showed to him ; and returned them thanks that they did not 
remember the injuries his father had done them, to his dis- 
advantage ; and promised them he would endeavour not to 
be behindhand with them in rewarding their alacrity in his 
service^ after a suitable manner ; but that he should abstain 
at present from the name of kiog, and that he should have 
the honour of that dignity, if Caesar should confirm and set- 
tle that testament which his father had made ; and that it was 
on this account, that when the army would have put the dia- 
dem on him at Jericho, he would not accept of that honour, 
which is usually so much desired, because it was not vet evi« 
dent that he who was to be prindpally concerned in bestow- 
ing it, would give it him ; although, by his acceptance of the 
fovemment, he should not want the ability of rewarding their 
indness to him, and that it should be hisendeavour, as to all 
things wherein they were concerned, to prove, in every re- 
spect, better than bis father."" Whereupon the multitude, as 
it is usual with them, supposed that the first days of those 
that enter upon such governments, declare the intentions of 
those that accept them ; and so, by how much Archelaus 
spake the more gently and civilly to them, by so much did 
they more highly commend him, and made applicaUon to him 
for the grant of what they desired. Some made a clamour 
that he would ease them of some of their annual payments ; 
but others desired him to release those that were put into 
prison by Herod, who were many, and had been put there 
at several times ; others of them required that he would take 
away those taxes which had been severely laid upon what 
was publicly sold and bought. So Archelaus contradicted 
them in notning, since he pretended to do all things so as to 
get the good-will of the multitude to him, as looking upon 
that good-win to be a great step towards his preservation of 
the government. Hereupon he went and ofiered sacrifice to 
God, and then betook himself to feast with his friends. 



CHAP. IX. 



How the people raised a sedition against Archelaus, and how 

he sailed to Some. 

§ 1. At this time also it was, that some of the Jews got to- 
gether, out of a desire of innovation. They lamented Mat- 
tbias^ and those that were slain with him by Herod, who had 
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not any respect paid them bj a funeral mourning, out of the 
fear men were in of that man ; they were those who had been 
condemned for pulling down the golden eagle. The people 
made a great clamour and lamentation hereupon, and cast 
out some reproaches against the king also, as if that tended 
to alleviate the miseries of the deceased. .These people as- 
sembled together, and desired of Archelaus, that, in way of 
revenge on their account, he would inflict punishment on 
those who had been honoured by Herod ; and that, in the 
first and principal place, he would deprive that high priest 
vhom Herod had made, and would choose one more agree- 
able to the law, and of greater purity, to officiate as high 
priest. This was granted by Archelaus, although he was 
mightily ofiended at their importunity, because he proposed 
to himself to go to Rome immediately, to look after Caesar^s 
determination about him. However, he sent the general of 
bis forces to use persuasions, and to tell them that the death ' 
which was inflicted on their friends was according to the 
law ; and tp represent to them, that their petitions about 
these things were carried to ^ great height of injury to him ; 
that the time was not now proper for such petitions, but re- 
Quired their unanimity until such time as he should be estab- 
lished in the government by the consent of Csesar, and should' 
then be come back to them ; for that he would then consult 
with them in common concerning the purport of their peti- 
tions, but that they ought at present to be quiet, lest they 
should seem seditious persons. 

2. So when the king had suggested these things, and inm 
structed his general in what he was to say, he sent him away 
to the people ; but they made a clamour, and would not give 
him leave to speak, and put him in danger of his life, and 
as many more as were desirous to venture upon saying openly 
any thin^ which might reduce them to a sober mind, and pre- 
vent their going on in their present courses ; because tney 
had more concern to have all their own wills performed, than 
to yield obedience to their governors; thinking it to be a thing 
insuflerable, that, while Herod was alive, they should lose 
those that were the most dear to them, and that when he was 
dead, they could not get the actors to be punished. So they 
went on with their designs after a violent manner, and thought 
all to be lawful and right which tended to please them, and 
being unskilful in foreseeing what dangers they incurred ; 
and when they had suspicion of such a thing, yet did the 
present pleasure they took in the punishment of those they 
deemed their enemies, overweigh all such considerations; 
and although Archelaus sent many to speak to them, yet they 
treated them not as messengers sent by him, but as persons 
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cause she bad contiDued faithful to him in all their circum« f 
Stances, and was never so rash as to do him any harm ; and 
as he despaired of recovering, for he was about the seventieth 
year of his age^ he grew fierce, and indulged the bitterest 
anger upon alt occasions ; the cause whereof was this^ — ^that 
he thought himself despised, and that the nation was pleased 
with his misfortunes ; besides which, he resented a sedition 
which some of the lower sort of men excited against him ; 
the occasion of which was as follows :— - 

2. There was one Judas, the son of Saripheus, and Mat- 
thias, the son of Margalothus, two of the most eloquent men 
among the Jews, and the most celebrated interpreters of the 
Jewish laws, and men well beloved by the people, because 
of their education of their youth ; for all those that were stu- 
dious of virtue frequented their lectures every day. These 
men, when they found that the king^s distemper was incura- 
ble, excited the young men that they would pull down all 
those works which the king had erected contrary to the law 
of their fathers ; and thereby obtain the rewards which the 
law will confer upon them for such actions of piety ; for that 
it was truly on account of Herod^s rashness in making such 
things as the law had forbidden, that his other misfortunes, 
and this distemper also, which was so unusual among man- 
kind, and with which he was now afflicted, came upon him : 
for Herod had caused such things to be made which wem 
contrary to the law, of which he was accused by Judas and 
Matthias ; for the king had erected over the great gate of the 
temple a large golden eade of great value, and had dedicated 
it to the temple. Now the law forbids those that propose to 
live according to it, to erect images^ or representations of 
any living creature. So these wise men persuaded [their 
scholars] to pull down the golden eagle, alleging^ that *^ al- 
though they should incurany danger which might bring them 
to their deaths, the virtue of the action now proposed to them, 
would appear much more advantageous to them than the 
pleasures of life; since they would die for the preservation 
and observation of the law of their fathers ; since they would 
also acquire an everlasting fame and commendation ; since 
they would be both commended by the present generation, 
ana leave an example of life that would never be forgotten 
to posterity ; since that common calamity of dying cannot be 
avoided by our living so as to escape any such dangers ; that 
therefore it is a right thing for those who are in love with a 
virtuous conduct, to wait for that fatal hour by such a beha- 

* That the making of images, without an intention to woiship them, wai not 
unlawful to the Jews, see the note on Antiq. B. viiu ch. yu. sect. 6, voL L 
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viour as may carry them out of the world with praise and 
honour : ana that this will alleviate death to a great degree, 
thus to come at it by the performance of brave actions, which 
bring us into danger of it ; and at the same time, to leave 
that reputation behind them to their children, and to all their 
relations, whether they be men or women ; which will be of 
great advantage to them afterward.^ 

3. And with such discourses as this did these men excite 
the young men to this action ; and a report being come to 
them that the king was dead, this was an addition to the wise 
men's persuasions : so, in the very middle of the day, they 
^t upon the place, they pulled down the eagle, and cut it 
into pieces with axes, while a great number of the people were 
in the temple. And now the king^s captcdn, upon hearing 
what the undertaking was, and supposing it was a thing of a 
higher nature than it proved to be, came up thither, having 
a great band of soldiers with him, such as was sufficient to 
put a stop to the multitude of those who pulled down what 
was dedicated to God ; so he fell upon them unexpectedly, 
and as they were upon this bold attempt, in a foolish pre- 
sumption rather than a cautious circumspection, as is usual 
with the multitude, and while they were in disorder, and in- 
cautious of what was for their advantage ; so he caught no 
fewer than forty of the young men, who had the courage to 
itay behind when the rest ran away, together with the authors 
of this bold attempt, Judas and Matthias, who thought it an 
ignominious thing to retire upon his approach, and led them 
to the king. And when they were come to the king, and he 
had asked them if they had been so bold as to pull down 
what he had dedicated to God ? ** Yes (said they), what was 
contrived, we contrived ; and what hath been performed, we 
performed it ; and that with such a virtuous courage as be- 
comes men : for we have given our assistance to those things 
which were dedicated to the majesty of God, and we have* 
provided for what we have learned by hearing the law ; and 
It ought not to be wondered at, if we esteem those laws 
which Moses had suggested to him, and were taught him by 
God, and which he wrote and left behind him, more worthy 
of observation than thy commands. Accordingly we will 
undergo death, and all sorts of punishment which thou canst 
inflict upon us, with pleasure, since we are conscious to our- 
selves that we shall die, not for any unrighteous actions, but 
for our love to religion.^ And thus they all said ; and their 
courage was still equal to their profession, and equal to that 
with which they readily set about this undertaking. And 
when the king had ordered them to be bound, he sent them 
to Jericho, and called togetlier the principal meu amon^iSci^ 
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Jews ; and when they were come, he made them aasemble 
in the theatre ; and necauae he could not himself stand, he 
lay upon a couch, and ^' enumerated the many labours that 
he bad long endured on their account ; and his building of 
the temple, and what a vast charge that was to him ; while 
the Asamaneans, during the hundred and twenty-five years of 
their government, had not been able to perform any so great 
a work for the honour of Grod as that was ; that he had also 
adorned it with very valuable donations ; on which account 
he hoped that he had left himself a memorial, and procured 
himself a reputation after his death. He then cried out, that 
these men had not abstained from affronting him, even in his 
life-time ; but that in the very day-time, and in the sight of 
the multitude, they had abused him to that d^ree as to fall 
upon what he had dedicated ; and in that way of abuse had 
pulled it down to the ground. They pretended, indeed, that 
they did it to affront him ; but if any one consider the thing 
truly, they will find that they were guilty of sacrilege to- 
wards God therein.'' 

4. But the people, on account of Herod's barbarous tern* 
per, and for fear he should be so cruel as to inflict punish- 
ment on them, said, *' What was done, was done without 
their approbation ; and that it seemed to them that the actors 
might well be punished for what they had done.'* But as 
for Herod, he dealt more mildly with others [of the assem- 
bly] ; but he deprived Matthias of the high-pnesthood, as in 
Crt on occasion of this action, and made Joaxar, who was 
atthias's wife's brother, high priest- in his stead. Now it 
baf^ned that, during the time en the high-priesthood of this 
Matthias, there was another person made high priest for a 
single day ; that very day which the Jews obso'ved as a fast 
The occasion was this : this Matthias the high priest, on the 
night before that day when the fast was to be cdebrated, 
seemed, in a dream, to have conversation with his wife ; and 
because he could not officiate himself on that account, Joseph, 
the son of Ellemus, his kinsman, assisted him in that sacred 
office.* But Herod deprived this Matthias of the high-priest- 

* This fact, that one Joseph was made high priest for a single day, on occa- 
rion of the action here specified, that befel Matthias, the real high priest, in 
liii sleep, the night before the great day of expiation, is attested to, both in the 
Mishna and Talmud, as Dr Hudson here infl^ms us. And indeed, from this 
fact, thus fully attested, we may confute that pretended rule in the Talmud 
here mentioned, and endeavoured to be excused by Rdand, that the high priest 
Was not suffered to sleep the night before that great day of expiation ; which 
watching would surely rather unfit him for the many important duties he was 
to perform on that solemn day, than dispose him duly to perform them. Nor 
do such Talmudical rules, when unsupported by better evidence, much less 
when contradicted thereby, seem to me of weight enough to deserve that so great 
MMua MB JUJaod should ipaid his time in cndeMroun at their w^ortioB* 
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hood ; and burnt the other Matthias, who had raised the se- 
' ditioQ, with his companions, alive. And that very night 
there was an eclipse of the moon.* 

5. But now Herod's distemper greatly increased upon him 
after a severe manner, and this by God^s judgment upon him 
for his sins ; for a fire glowed in him slowly, which did not 
so much appear to the touch outwardly, as it augmented his 
pains inwaraly ; for it brought upon him a vehement appe- 
tite to eating, which he could not avoid to supply with one 
sort of food or other. His entrails were also exulcerated, 
and the chief violence of his pain lay on his colon ; an aque- 
ous and transparent liquor also had settled itself about his 
feet, and a hke matter afflicted him at the bottom of his 
belly. Nay, farther, his privy member was putrified, and 
produced worms ; and when he sat upright he had a dif< 
ficuity of breathing, which was very loathsome, on account 
of the stench of his breath, and the quickness of its returns : 
be had also convulsions in all parts of his body^ which in- 
creased his strength to an insufferable, degree. It was said 
by those who pretended to divine, and who were endued with 
wisdom to fcxretel such things, that Grod inflicted this punish. 
Bent on the king, on account of his great impiety ; yet was 
be still in hopes of recovering, though his afflictions seemed 
greater than any one could bear. He also sent for physi- 
dans, and did not refuse to follow what they prescribed for 
bis assistance ; and went beyond the river Jordan, and bathed 
bimself in the warm baths that were at Callirrhoe, which, be* 
sides their other general virtues* were also fit to drink ; which 
water runs into the lake called Atphcdtiiis. And when the 
physicians once thought fit to have him bathed in a vessel 
full of oil, it was supposed that he was just dying ; but upon 
the lamentable cries of his domestics, he revived : and having 
no longer the least hopes of rcovering, he gave order that 
every soldier should^be paid fifty drachmae ; and he also gave 
a great deal to their commanders, and to his friends, and 
came again to Jericho, where he grew so choleric that it 
brought him to do all things like a madman ; and though he 
were near his death, he contrived the following wicked de- 
signs. He commanded that all the principal men of the en- 
tire Jewish nation, wheresoever they lived, should be called 

to him. Accordingly, there were a great number that came, 

• 

* This eclipse of the moon (which is the only eclipse of either of the lu« 
minaries mentioned by our Josephus in any of his writings), is of the greatest 
consequence for the determination of the time for the death of Herod and 
Antipater, and for the birth and entire chronology of Jesus Christ It hap- 
pened March 13th, in the year of the Julian period 4710, and the 4th year 
before the Christian era. See its calculation by the rules of astronomy^ at 
the end of the Astxoaomical LeetiiTC*, edit. Lat. pege 451, 452. 
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among Archelaus^s own relations, he made an end of his 
pleading. Upon which Nicolaus arose up to plead for Ar* 
chelaus, and said^ ^< That what had been done at the temple 
was rather to be attributed to the mind of those that had been 
killed, than to the authority of Archelaus; for that those who 
were the authors of such things, are not only wicked in the in- 
juries they do of themselves, but in forcing sober persons to 
avenge themselves upon them. Now, it is evident that what 
these did in way of opposition, was done under pretence in- 
deed against Archelaus, but in reality against Caesar himself; 
for they, after an injurious manner, attacked and slew those 
who were sent by Archelaus, and who came only to put a 
stop to their doings. They had no regard, either to God or 
to the festival, whom Antipater yet is not ashamed to p»i 
tronize, whether it be out of his indulgence of an enmity to 
Archelaus, or out of his hatred of virtue and justice. For as 
to those who begin such tumults, and first set about such 
unrighteous actions, they are the men who force those that 
punish them to betake themselves to arms even against their 
wills. So that Antipater in effect ascribes the rest of what 
wais done, to all those who were of counsel to the accusers, 
for nothing which is here accused of injustice has been done^ 
but what was derived from them as its authors; nor are those 
things evil in themselves, but so represented only in order .to 
do harm to Archekus. Such is these men^s inclination to do 
an injury to a man that is of their kindred, their father^s be- 
nefactor, and familiarly acquainted with them, and that hath 
ever lived in friendship with them ; for that, as to this teslU^ 
ment, it was made by the king when he was of a sound mind, 
and so ought to be of more authority than his former testar 
ment ; and that for this reason, because Caesar is therein left 
to be the judge and disposer of all therein contained; and he 
Caesar he will not, to be sure, at all imitate the unjust pn>- 
ceeding$ of those men, who, during Herod^s whole life^ nad 
on all occasions been joint partakers of power with him, and 
yet do zealously endeavour to injure his determination, while 
they have not themselves had the same regard to their kins- 
man [which Archelaus had]. Caesar will not therefore dis- 
annul the testament of a man whom he had entirely suj^ 
ported, of his friend and confederate, and that which u 
committed to him in trust to ratify ; nor will Caesar^s virtuom 
and upright disposition, which are known and uncontested 
• through all the habitable world, imitate the wickedness of 
these men in condemning a king as a madman, and as having 
lost his reason, while he hath bequeathed the succession to A 
good son of his, and to one who flies to Caesar^s upright de- 
^rmination for refuge. Nor can Herod at any time hava 



I 



CHAP. X. ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. 87 

been mistaken in his judgment about a successor, while he 

showed so much prudence as to submit all to Caesar^s deter- 

minaUon.^ 
7. Now when Nicolaus had laid these things before Caesar, 

be ended his plea ; whereupon Caesar was so obliging to Ar- 
cbelaus, that he raised him up when he had cast himself down 
at his feet, and said, that <^ he well deserved the kingdom ;^ 
and he soon let them know, that he was so far moved in his 
favour, that he would not act otherwise than his father^s tes- 
tament directed, and that was for the advantage of Archelaus. 
However, while he gave this encouragement to Archelaus to 
depend on him securely, he made no full determination about 
him ; and, when the assembly was broken up, he considered 
by himself, whether he should confirm the kingdom to Ar- 
chelaus, or whether he should part it among all Herod^s 
posterity ; and this because they all stood in need of much 
assbtance to support them. 



CHAP. X. 

A sedition of the Jews against Sabinus ; and how Varus brought 

the authors of it to punishment. 

§ 1. But before these things could be brought to a settle- 
ment, Malthace, Archelaus^s mother, fell into a distemper, 
and died of it ; and letters came from Varus, the president of 
Syria^ which informed Caesar of the revolt of the Jews ; for, 
after Archelaus was sailed, the whole nation was in a tumult. 
So Varus, since he was there himself, brought the authors of 
the disturbance to punishment ; and when he had restrained 
them for the most part from this sedition, which was a great 
one, he took his journey to An tioch, leaving one legion of his ^ 
army at Jerusalem to keep the Jews quiet, who were now 
very fond of innovation. Yet did this not at all ava^l to put 
an end to that their sedition ; for, after Varus was gone away, 
Sabinus, Caesar^s procurator, staid behind, and greatly dis- 
tressed the Jews, relying on the forces that were left there, 
that they would by their multitude protect him ; for he made 
use of them, and armed them as his guards, thereby so op- 
pressing the Jews, and giving them so great distMrbance, 
that at length they rebelled ; for he used force in seizing the 
citadels, and zealously pressed on the search after the king^s 
inoney, in order to seize upon it by force, on account of his 
love of gain, and his extraordinary covetousness. 

2. But on the approach of Pentecost, which is a festival of 
ours, so called from the days of our forefathers, a great many 
ten thousands of men got together; nor did they come only 
to celebrate the festiyal, but out of their indiguatiou at 1^^ 
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madness of Sabinus and at the injuries he offered them. A 
greatnumber there was of Galileans, and Idumeans, and manj 
men from Jericho, and others who had passed over the riTer 
Jordan, and inhabited those parts. This whole multitude 
joined themselves to all the rest, and were more zealous than 
the others in making an assault on Sabinus, in order to be 
avenged of him. So they parted themselves into three bandi^ 
and encamped themselves in the places following : some td 
them seized on the hippodrome ; and of the other two bands^ 
one pitched themselves from the northern part of the temple 
to the southern, on the east quarter ; but the third band held 
the western part of the city, where the king's palace was. 
Their work tended entirely to besiege the Romans, and to 
enclose them on all sides. Now Sabinus was afraid of these 
men^s number, and of their resolution, who had little regard 
to their lives, but were very desirous not to be overcome^ 
while they thought it a point of puissance to overcome their 
enemies. So he sent immediately a letter to Varus ; and, as be 
used to do, was very pressing with him, and entreated him to 
come quickly to his assistance ; because the forces he had left 
were in immment danger, and would probably, in no long time, 
be seized upon and cut to pieces; while he did himself get tip 
to the highest tower of the fortress Fhasaelus, which had been 
built in honour of Fhasaelus, king Herod's brother, and called 
8o when the Parthians* had brought him to his death. So 
Sabinus gave thence a signal to the Romans to fall upon the 
Jews, although he did not himself venture so much as to come 
down to his friencl^, and thought he might expect that the 
others should expose themselves first to die on account of his 
avarice. However, the Romans ventured to make a sally oat 
of the place, and a terrible battle ensued ; wherein, though it 
is true the Romans beat their adversaries, yet were not" the 
Jews daunted in their resolutions, even when they had * the 
sight of that terrible slaughter that was made of them ; birt 
they went round about, and got upon those cloisters whidi 
encompassed the outer-court of the temple, where a great 
fight was still continued, and they cast stones at the Romans^ 
partly with their hands, and partly with slings, as being much 
used to those exercises. All the archers also in array did the 
Romans a great deal of mischief; because they used their 
hands dexterously from a place superior to the others, and 
because the others were at an utter loss what to do: for when, 
they tried to shoot their arrows against the Jews upwaids^ 
these arrows could not reach them, insomuch that the Jews 
were easily too hard for" their enemies. And this sort of fight 
lasted a great while, till at last the Romans, who were greatly 

* See ADtiq. B. ziv. ch. xiu.. sed. 10, irol. ii. «3idOf the Wir, B. i dksd. 
»eeL 9, rol uL 
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diatraMed by what was done, Bet fire to the cloistera so pri- 
Titdy, that those who were gotten upon them did not perceive 
\L This fire,* being fed by a great deal of combustible matter, 
esught bold immediately on the roof of the cloisters ; so the 
VDod, which was full of pitch and wax, and whose gold was 
laid on it with wax, yielded to- the flame presently, and those 
fast works, which were of the highest value and esteem, were 
destroyed utterly ; while those that were on the roof, unex- 
pectedly perished at the same time ; for as the roof tumbled 
down, some of these men tumbled down with it, and others 
ef them were killed by their enemies who encompassed them. 
There was a great number more, who, out of despair of saviqg 
their lives, and out of astonishment at the misery that 8ur« 
rounded them, did either cast themselves into the fire, or threw 
themselves upon their swords, and so got out of their misery. 
But as to those that retired behind the same way by which 
they ascended, and thereby escaped, they were ail killed by 
the Romans, as being unarmed men, and their courage failing 
them ; their wild fury being now not able to help them, be- 
cause they were destitute of armour, insomuch that, of those 
that went up to the top of the roof, not one escaped. The 
Bomans also rushed through the fire, where it gave them room 
io to do, and seized on that treasure where the sacred money 
was reposited ; a great part of which was stolen by the sol- 
diers, and Sabinus got openly four hundred talents. 

3. But this calamity of the Jews^ friends, who fell in this 
battle, grieved them, as did also this plundering of the money 
dedicated to God in the temple. Accordingly that body of 
them which continued best together, and was the most war- 
like, encompassed the palace, and threatened to set fire to it, 
and to kill all that were in it. Yet still they commanded them 
to go out presently, and promised, that if they would do so, 
they would not hurt them, nor Sabinus neither; at which time 
the greatest part of the king's troops deserted to them, while 
Rufus and Gratus, who had three thousand of the most war- 
like of Herod^s army with them, who wgre men of active 
bodies, went over to the Romans. There was also a band of 
horseioen under the command of Rufus, which itself went 
over to the Romans also. However, the Jews went on with 
the siege, and dug mines under the palace walls, and besought 
those that were gone over to the other side, not to be their 
bindrance, now they had such a proper opportunity for the 
tWvery of their country^s ancient lioerty ; and for Sabinus, 

* These great deTastations made about the temple here, and Of the War, 
^ n. ch. iiL sect. 3. voL iii. seem not to have been fvUlj re-edified hi the days of 
JXno; tin whose time there were 18,000 workmen continually employed in re- 
l^oildmg and repahdng that temple, as Josephus informs us, Antiq. B. zx. ch» 
n. Net. 9, ?oL iii See the n«^ on that place. 
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truly, he was desirous of going away with his soldiers, but 
not able to trust himself with the enemy, on account of what 
mischief he had already done them ; and he took this great ^ 
[pretended] lenity of theirs for an argument why he should 
not comply with them : and so, because he expected that Vanu 
was coming, he still bore the siege. ' la 

4. Now at this time there were ten thousand other disorders 
in Judea, which were like tumults ; because a great number 
put themselves into a warlike posture, either out of hopes of |^ 
gain to themselves, or out of enmity to the Jews. In par- 
ticular, two thousand of Herod^s old soldiers, who had been 
already disbanded, got together in Judea itself, and fought 
against the king's troops; although Achiabus, Herod's first 
cousin, opposed them; but as he was driven out of the pUuns 
into the mountainous parts by the military skill of those men, 
he kept himself in the fastnesses that were there, and saved 
what he could. 

5. There was also Judas,* the son of that Ezekias who 
had been head of the robbers ; which Ezekias was a very 
strong man, and had with great difBculty been caught by 
Herod. This Judas, having gotten together a multitude cf ' 
men of a profligate character about Sephoris in Galilee, j 
made an assault upon the palace [there], and seized upon all 
the weapons that were laid up in it, and with them armed 
every one of those that were with him, and carried away what 
money was left there ; and he became terrible to all men, by 
tearing and rending those that came near him ; and all this in 
order to raise himself, and out of an ambitious desire of the . 
royal dignity ; and he hoped to obtain that as the reward, not 
of his virtuous skill in war^ but of his extravagance in doing 
injuries. 

6. There was also Simon, who had been a slave of Herod 
the king, but in other respects a comely person, of a tall and 
robust body ; he was one that was much superior to others of 
his order, and had had great things committed to his care. 
This man was elevated at the disorderly state of things, and 

* Unless this Judas, the son of Ezekias, he the same with that Theudas meD- 
tioned Acts v. 36. Josephus must have omitted him ; for that other Theudas, 
whom he afterwards mentions under Fados, the Roman governor, B. xx. ch. ▼• , 
sect. 1, vol. iii. is much too late to correspond to him that is mentioned in the 
Acts. The names Theudasy Thadeus, and JudaSy differ hut little. See Arch- 
bishop Usher's Annals at A. M. 4001. However, since Josephus does not pre- 
tend to reckon up the heads of all those ten thousand disorders in Judea, which 
he tells us were then abroad, see sect. 4. and 8. the Theudas of the Acts might 
be at the head of one of those seditions, though not particularly named by bi0^« 
Thus he informs us here, sect. 6, and Of the War, B. ii. ch. iv. sect. 2, voL iu- 
that certain of the seditious came and burned the royal palace at Amathus, <" 
Betharamphta, upon the river Jordan. Perhaps their leader, who ia not named 
bj Josephus, might be this Theudas. 
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was so bold as to put a diadem on his head, while a certain 
number of the people stood by him, and by them he was de- 
clared to be a king, and thought himself more worthy of that 
dignity than any one else. He burned down the royal palace 
at Jericho^ and plundered what was left in it. He also set fire 
to many others of the king^s houses in several places of the 
country, and utterly destroyed them^and permitted those that 
were with him, to take what was left in them for a prey; and 
he would have done greater things unless care had been taken 
to repress him immediately ; for Gratus^ when he had joined 
himself to some Roman soldiers, took the forces he had with 
him, and met Simon, and after a great and long fight, no small 
part of those that came from Perea, who were a disordered 
iiody of men, and fought rather in a bold than in a skilful 
manner, were destroyed : and although Simon had saved him- 
self by flying away through a certain valley, yet Gratus over- 
took him, and cut off his head. The royal palace also at 
Amathus, by the river Jordan, was burned down by a party 
of men that were got together, as were those belonging to 
Simon. And thus did a great and wild fury spread itself over 
the nation, because they had no king to keep the multitude in 
good order, and because those foreigners, who came to reduce 
the seditious to sobriety, did on the contrary set them more in 
a flame, because of the injuries they ofiered them, and the 
avaricious management of their afiairs. 

7. But because Athronges, a person neither eminent by 
the dignity of his progenitors, nor for any great wealth he 
was possessed of, but one that had in all respects been a 
shepherd only, and was not known by any body ; yet because 
he was a tall man, and excelled others in the strength of his 
hands, he was so bold as to set up for king. Tliis man 
thought it so sweet a thing to do more than ordinary injuries 
to others^ that although he should be killed, he did not much 
care, if he lost his life in so great a design. He had also four 
brethren, who were tall men themselves, and were believed 
to be superior to others in the strength of their hands, and 
thereby were encouraged to aim at great things, and thought 
that strength of theirs would support them in retaining the 
luDgdom. Each of these ruled over a band of men of their - 
own; for those that got together to them were very numerous. 
They were every one of them also commanders ; but, when 
they came to fight, they were subordinate to him, and fought 
for him, while be put a diadem about his head, and assembled 
a council to debate about what things should be done, and all 
things were done according to his pleasure. And this man 
-^ retained his power a great while ; he was also called king, and 
had nothing to hinder him from doing what he pleased. He 
a|«^ as welJ as his brethren, slew a great many \)o\Yv o? \Xx^ 



* 
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Romans and of the king's forces, and managed matters 
the like hatred to each of them. The king^s forces they fell 
upon, because of the licentious conduct they had been al- 
lowed under Herod^s government ; and they fell upon the 
Romans, because of the injuries they had so lately received 
from them. But in process of time they grew more cruel to 
all sorts of men ;.nor could any one escape from one or other 
of these seditions, since they slew some out of the hopes of 
gain, and others from a mere custom of slaying men. They 
once attacked a company of Romans at Emmaus, who wa« 
bringing com and weapons to the army, and fell upon Arios, 
the centurion, who commanded the company, and shot forty 
of the best of his foot soldiers ; but the rest of them werQ 
affrighted at their slaughter, and left their dead behind them, . 
but saved themselves by means of Gratus, who came with 
the king'^s troops that were about him to their assistance 
Now these four brethren continued the war a long while by 
such sort of expeditions, and much grieved the Romans ; but 
did their own nation also a great deal of mischief. Yet were 
they afterward subdued ; one of them in a fight with Oratui, 
another with Ptolemy; Archelaus also took the eldest of them 
prisoner; while the last of them was so dejected at the others* 
misfortune, and saw so plainly that he had now no way left 
to save himself, his army being M^orn away with sickness and 
continual labours, that he also delivered himself up to Ardie- 
laus, upon his promise and oath to Grod [to preserve his life.] 
But these things came to pass a good while afterwards. 

8. And now Judea was full of robberies; and, as the several 
companies of the seditious lighted upon any one to head them, 
he was create a king immediately, in order to do mischief to 
the public. They were in some small measure, indeed, and 
in small matters, hurtful to the Romans ; but the murders 
they committed upon their own people lasted a long while. 

9. As soon as Varus was once informed of the state of Ju- 
dea by Sabinus^s writing to him, he was afraid for the legion 
he had left th^e ; so he took the two other legions (for there 
were three legions in all belonging to Syria,) and four troops 
of horsemen, with the several auxiliary forces which either 
the kings or certain of the tetrarchs afforded him, and made 
what haste he could to assist those that were then besieged in 
Judea. He also gave order, that all that were sent out for 
this expedition shoukl make haste to Ptolemais. The citizens 
of Berytus alsogave him one thousand five hundred auxiliaries, 
as he passed through their city. Aretus also, the king of 
Arabia Petrea, out of his hatred to Herod, and in order to 
purchase the favour of the Romans, sent him no small assist- 
ance, besides their footmen and horsemen. And, when he had 

aow doUeeted all his forces tog^ther^ lie oommtted ^part of 
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tbem tohn ton, and to a friend of his^ and sent them upon an 
oqpedition into Gralilee^ which lies in the neighbourhood of 
^ Ptdemais, who made an attack upon the enemy, and put 
' them to flight, and took Sepphoris, and made its inhabitants 
i slaves, and burned the city. But Varus himself pursued his 
march for Samaria with his whole army; yet did he not meddle 
with the city of that name, because it had not at all joined with 
the seditious, but pitched his camp at a certain village that be- 
longed to Ptolemy^ whose name was Arus, which the Arabians 
burned, out of their hatred to Herod, and out of the enmity 
they bore to his friends ; whence they marched to another vif- 
lage, whose name was Sampho, which the Arabians plundered 
and burned, although it was a fortified and a strong place ; and 
all along this march nothing escaped them, but all places 
were full of fire and of slaughter. £mmaus was also burned 
by Varus^s order, after its inhabitants had deserted it, that he 
night avenge those that had there been destroyed. From 
thence be now marched to Jerusalem; whereupon those Jews 
whose camp lay there, and who had besieged the Roman le* 
gion, not bearing the coming of this army, left the siege im- 
perfect. But as to the Jerusalem Jews, when Varus, re- 
proached them bitterly for what had been done, they cleared 
tb^piselves of the accusation, and alleged, that the conflux of 
the people was occasioned by the feast; that the war was not 
made with their approbation, but by the rashness of the stran- 
gers, while they were on the side of the Romans, and besieged 
together with them, rather than having any inclination to 
benege them. There also came beforehand to meet Varus, 
Joseph, the cousin-german of king Herod, as also Gratus 
and Rufus, who brought their soldiers along with them, tOi- 
sether with those Romans who had been besieged : but Sa- 
binus did not come into Varus^s presence, but stole out of 
the city privately, and went to the seaside. 

10. Upon this. Varus sent a part of his army into the coun- 
try, to seek out those that had been the authors of the revolt ; 
and when they were discovered, he punished some of them 
that were most guilty, and some he dismissed : now the num- 
ber of those that were crucified on this account were two 
thousand. After which he disbanded his army, which he found 
noway useful to him in the afiairs he came about : for they 
behaved themselves very disorderly, and disobeyed his orders, 
and what Varus desired them to do, and this out of regard to 
that gain which they made by the mischief they did. As for 
himself, when he was informed that ten thousand Jews had 
gotten together, he made haste to catch them; but they did not 
proceed so far as to fight him, but, by the advice of Achiabus, 
they came together, and delivered themselves up to him ; 
hereupon Varus forgave the crime of revolting lo iVve mv3\>L\- 
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tude, but sent their several commanders to Caraar, many of 
whom Cassar dismissed ; but for the several relations of He-^ 
rod, who had been among these men in this war, they were 
the only persons whom he punished ; who, without the least 
regard to justice, fought against their own kindred. 



CHAP. XL 



An embassage of the Jews to Casar ; and how C^tsar confirmed 

Heroes testament, 

§ I. So when Varus had settled these affairs, and had placed 
the former legion at Jerusalem, he returned back to Antioch ; 
but as for Archelaus, he had new sources of trouble came \ 
upon him at Rome, on the occasions following ; for an em- \ 
bassage of the Jews was come to Rome, Varus having per- j 
mitted the nation to send it, that they might petition ibr the 
liberty of living by their own laws.* Now the number of 
the ambassadors that were sent by the authority of the nation 
was fifty, to which they joined above eight thousand of the 
Jews that were at Rome already. Hereupon Caesar assem- 
bled his friends, and the chief men among the Romans, in 
the temple of Apollo,-|- which he had built at a vast charge ; 
whither the ambassadors came, and a multitude of the Jews 
that were there already, came with them, as did also Archelaus 
and his friends; but as for the several kinsmen which Arche- 
laus had, they would not join themselves with him, out of 
their hatred to him ; and yet they thought it too gross a thing 
for them to assist the ambassadors [against him,] as supposing 
it would be a disgrace to them in Caesar^s opinion to think <» 
thus acting in opposition to a man of their own kindred. 
Philip:]: also was come hither out of Syria, by the persuasion 
of Varus, with this principal intention to assist his brother 
[Archelaus;] for Varus was his great friend; but still so, 
that if there should any change happen in the form of govern- 
ment (which Varus suspected there would,) and if any distri- 
bution should be made on account of the number that desired 
the liberty of living by their own laws, that he might not be 
disappointed, but might have his share in it. 

2. Now, upon the liberty that was given to the Jewish am- 
bassadors to speak, they who hoped to obtain a dissolution of 
kingly government, betook themselves to accuse Herod of his 
iniquities ; and they declared, <« That he was indeed in name 
a king, but that he had taken to himself that uncontrollable 

• See Of the War, B. ii. ch. ii. sect. 3, Tol. iii. 

-f* See the note, Of the War, B. ii. cb. tL sect. 1, toI. iii. 

X He was tetrarch aftpirard. 
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authority which tyrants exercise over their subjects ; and had 
made use of that authority for the destruction of the Jews ; 
and did not abstain from making any innovations among them 
besides, according to his own inclinations ; and that whereas 
there were a great many who perished by that destruction he 
brought upon them, (so many indeed as no otlier history re- 
iates), they that survived vfete far more miserable than those 
that suffered under him ; not only by the anxiety they were 
in from his looks and disposition towards them, but from the 
danger their estates were in of being taken away by him : 
That he did never leave off adorning those cities that lay in 
dieir neighbourhood, but were inhabited by foreigners ; but 
so that the cities belonging to his own government were ru- 
ined, and utterly destroyed : That whereas, when he took the 
kingdom, it was in an extraordinary flourishing condition, be 
had fiUed the nation with the utmost degree of poverty ; and 
when, upon unjust pretences, he had slain any of the nobility, 
he took away their estates ; and when he permitted any of 
them to live, he condemned them to the forfeiture of what 
they possessed : and besides the annual impositions which 
he laid upon every one of them, they were to make liberal 
presents to himself^ to his domestics and friends, and to such 
of his slaves as were vouchsafed the favour of being his tax- 
gatherers ; because there was no way of obtaining a freedom 
from unjust violence, without giving either gold or silver for 
it : That they would say nothing of the corruption of the 
chastity of their virgins, and the reproach laid on their wives 
for incontinency, and those things acted after an insolent and 
inhuman manner ; because it was not a smaller pleasure to 
the sufferers to have such things concealed, than it would have 
been not to have suffered them : That Herod had put such 
abuses upon them as a wild beast would not have put on them, 
if he had power given him to rule over us; and that although 
their nation had passed through many subversions and al- 
terations of government, their history gave no account of 
any calamity they had ever been under, that could be conjr 
pared with this which Herod had brought upon their nation:— 
That it was for this reason, that they thought they might justly 
and gladly salute Archelaus as king, upon this supposition, 
that whosoever should be set over their kingdom, he would 
appear more mild to them than Herod had been ; and that 
they had joined with him in the mourning for his father, in 
order to gratify him, and were ready to oblige him in other 
points also, if they could meet with any degree of moderation 
from him ; but that he seemed to be afraid lest he should not 
be deemed Herod^s own son ; and so without any delay, and 
immediately, he let the nation understand his meaning, and 
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this before his dominion was well established; since tiM 
power of disposing of it belonged to Cs&sar, who could either 
give it him or not, as he pleas^. That he had given bini H 
specimen of his future virtue to his subjects, and with what 
kind of moderation and good administration he would govern 
them, by that his first action which concerned them, his owo 
citizens, and God himself also, when he made the slaughter 
of three thousand of his own countrymen at the temple. 
How then could they avoid the just hatred of him, who, to 
the rest of his barbarity, hath added this as one of our criaie8{ 
that we have opposed: and contradicted him in the exercise 
of his authority ? .Now the main thing they desired was this, 
that they might be delivered from kingly* and the like fomn 
of government, and might be added to Syria, and be pat 
under the authority of such presidents of theirs as should be 
sent to them ; for that it would thereby be made evident, 
whether they be really a seditious people, and generally fond 
of innovations, or whether they would live in an orderly man- 
ner, if they might have governors of any sort of moderation 
set over them." 

3. Now when the Jews had said this, Nicolaus vindicated 
the kings from those accusations, and said, that '<as jfbr 
Herod, since he had never been thus accused-}- all the time of 
his life, it was not fit for those that might have accused him 
for lesser crimes than those now mentioned, and might have 
procured him to be punished during his lifetime, to brinf 
an accusation against him now he is dead. He also attri- 
buted the actions of Archelaus to the Jews^ injuries to him ; 
who, affecting to govern Contrary to the laws, and going about 
to kill those that would have hindered them from acting un- 
justly, when they were by him punished for what they had 
done, made their complaints against him ; so he accusea them 
of their attempts for innovation, and of the pleasure they 

* If any one oompare that divine prediction concerning the tyrannical power 
which Jewish kings would ezerdse over them, if they would be so foolish as to 
prefer it before their ancient theocracy or aristocracy, 1 Sam. viii. 1—22. Antiq. 
B. ▼!• ch. iv. sect 4, vol. i. he will soon find that it was superabundantly lolfill* 
ed in the days of Herod, and that to such a degree, that the nation now at last 
seem sorely to repent of such their ancient choice, in opposition to Gk>d*s better 
choice for them, and had much rather be subject to even a Pagan Roman go- 
vernment, and their deputies, than {o be any longer under the oppression of llie 
ikmily of Herod ; which request of theirs Augustus did not now grant them ; 
but did it for the one half of that nation in a few years afterward, upon firesh 
complaints made by the Jews against Archelaus ; who, under the more humble 
name of an ethnarch, which Augustus only would now allow him, soon took up- 
on him the insolence and tyranny of his father, king Herod, as the remaining 
part of this book will inform us, and particularly chap. ziii. sect. 2. « 

-|- This is not true. See Antiq. B. xiv. ch. ix. sect. 3, 4, and ch. ziL sect. 
. 8, and ch. ziiL sect. 1, 2. Antiq. B. zv. ch. iii. sect. 5, and chap. z. sect, 2, 
3, Antiq. B. zvi. ch. iz. lect. 3, vol. u. 
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tM look in Bediti(»i, by reason of their not having learned to 
M tttbaiit to juBti€e» and to the lawa, but still desiring to be su- 
B^ serior in mL things.^ This was the substance of what Nico- 
hr tttiB said^ 

s;; 4. When Caesar had heard these pleadings, he dissolved 
i^' the Assembly ; but a few days afterward^ he appointed Arche- 
kui^ not indeed to be king of the whole country, but ethnarch 
of the one half of that which bad been subiect to Herod, 
and promised to give him the royal dignity hereafter, if he 
governed his part virtuously. But as for the other half, he 
oivided it into two parts, and gave it to two other of Herod^a 
iCMM, to Philip and to Antipas, that Antipas who disputed 
with Archelaus for the whole kingdom. Now to him it was 
that Perea and Galilee paid their tribute, which amounted* 
aanually to two hundred talents ; while Batanea, with Tra- 
chonitisy as well as Auranitis^ with a certain-|- part of what 
was called the house of ZenodoruSf paid the tribute of one 
hundred talents to Fmlip ; but Idumea, and Judea, and the 



Josqphufl here informs us that Archelaus had one half of the king- 
dom o^ Herod, and presently informs us farther, that Archelaus's annual in- 
eame, after an abatement of one quarter for the present, was 600 talents, we 
latf liicrefore gather pretty nearly what was Herod the Great's yearly income | 
I Hiom libout 1600 talents, which, at the known ralue ^ 3000 shekels to m 
tilent, and about 28. lOd. to a shekel, in the days of Josephus, (see the note on 
Antiq. B. iiL ch. yilL sect 2, yol. i.) amounts to £680,000 sterling /t^ annum t 
vfaich moome, though grtet in itself, bearing no proportion to his vast expenses 
cvwy when visible in Josephus, and to the vast sums he left behind him in hit 
viU, chap. viii. sect. 1, and chap. ziL sect. 1, the rest must haye arisen either 
from his confiscation of those great men's estates whom he put to death, or 
made to pay fine for the saving of their lives, or from some other heavy methods 
of oppression which such savage tjrrants usually exercise upon their miserable 
mbjects; or rather from these several Hiethods put together, all which yet 
leem very much too small for his expenses, being drawn from no larger a nation 
than that of the Jews, which was very populous, but without the advantage of 
tiade to bring them riches ; so that I cannot but strongly suspect that no smaU 
part of this Ms wealth arose from another source ; I mean from some vast sums 
he took out of David's sepulchre, but concealed fh>m the people. See the note 
en Antiq. B. viL ch. xv. sect. 3, vol. i. 

"f l?ali:e here a very useful note of Grotius, on Luke, B. iii. ch. i. here quoted 
by Dr Hndson : ^ When Josephus says, that some part of the house [or pos- 
sesMOD] of Zenodoms (L e. Abilene,) was allotted to Philip, he thereby declares 
that the Itf ger part of it belonged to another ; this other was Lysanias, whom 
Lnke mentions, of the posterity of that Lysanias who was possessed of the same 
coimtr]^ called AWene from the city Abila, and by others Chalcidene from the 
city Chaldb, when the government of the east was under Antonius, and this 
after Ptolemy, the son of Mennius, from which Lysanias, this country came to 
be commonly called the Country of Lysaniat ; and as, after the death of the 
fbrmet Lysanias, it was called the tetrarcky of Zenodorut, so after the death of 
Z«Dodoros, or when the time for which he hired it was ended, when another 
Lysanias of the same name with the former, was possessed of the same country, 
it began to be called again the tetrarchy of Lysaniat,** However, since Josephus 
elsewhere, Antiq. xx. ch. vii. sect. 1, vol. iii^ clearly distinguishes Abilene from 
Cfaalcfidenei Gxotins must be here so far mistaken. 
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country of Samaria, paid tribute to Archelaus ; but had not 
a fourth part of that tribute taken off by the order of Cassor ; 
who decreed them that mitigation, because they did not joii 
in this revolt with the rest of the multitude. There were aba 
certain of the cities which paid tribute to Archelaus ; Strato^s 
Tower, and Sebaste^ with Joppa and Jerusalem ; for as to 
Gaza and Gadara, and Hippos, they were Grecian citiei^ 
which Csesar separated from his government, and added them 
to the province of Syria. Now the tribute-money, that came 
to Archelaus every year from his own dominions, amounted 
to six hundred talents. 

5. And so much came to Herod^s sons from their father's 
inheritance. But Salome, besides what her brother left her 
by his testament, which were Jamnia, and Ashdod, andPhaF 
saelis, and five hundred thousand [drachmae] of coined silver, 
Caesar made her a present of a royal habitation at Askelon : 
in all, her revenues amounted to sixty talents by the year, 
and her dwelling house was within Archelaus's government 
The rest also of the king'^s relations received what his testa- 
ment allotted them. Moreover, Caesar made a present to 
' each of Herod's two virgin daughters, besides what their fa- 
ther left them, of two hundred and fifty thousand [[drachmae]] 
of silver, and married them to Pheroras's sons: he also 
granted all that was bequeathed to himself to the king^s sons; 
which was one thousand five hundred taleqts, excepting a 
few of the vessels, which he reserved for himself; and they 
were acceptable to him, not so much for the great value they 
were of^ as because they were memorials of the king to him. 




CHAP. XII. 

CoTtcemtng* a spurious Alexander. 

§ 1. Whbn these affairs had been thus settled by Caesar^ a 
certain young man, by birth a Jew, but brought up by a 
Roman freed^man in the city of Sidon, ingrafted himself into 
the kindred of Herod by the resemblance of his countenance, 
which those that saw him attested to be that of Alexander, 
the son of Herod, whom he had slain ; and this was an incite- 
ment to him to endeavour to obtain the government : so he 
took to him, as an assistant, a man of his own country (one 
that was well acquainted with the affairs of the palace, but 
on other accounts an ill man, and one whose nature made 
him capable of causing great disturbances to the public, and 
one that became a teacher of such a mischievous contrivance, 
to the other,) and declared himself to be Alexander, and the 
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lOD of Herod; but stolen away by one of those that were sent 
to slay him ; who, in reality, slew other men in order to de- 
oeiye the spectators, but saved both him and his brother 
Aristobulus. Thus was this man elated, and able to impose 
on those that came to him ; and when he was come to Crete, 
be made all the Jews that came to discourse with him, believe 
him [to be Alexander.] And when he had gotten much 
money which had been presented to him there, he passed 
over to Melos, where he got much more money than he had 
before, out of the belief they had that he was of the royal 
family, and their hopes that he would recover his father's 
principality, and reward his benefactors ; so he made haste 
to Rome, and was conducted thither by those strangers who 
entertained him. He was also so fortunate, as upon his 
landing at Dicearchia, to bring the Jews that were there into 
the same delusion ; and not only other people, but also all 
those that had been great with Herod, or had a kindness for 
him, joined themselves to this man as to their king. The 
cause of it was this, that men were glad of his pretences, 
which were .seconded by the likeness of his countenance, 
which made those that had been acquainted with Alexander, 
strongly to believe that he was no other but tlie very same 
person, which they also confirmed to others by oath ; inso- 
. much diat when the report went about him, that he was com- 
ing to Rome, the whole multitude of the Jews that were 
there went out to meet him, ascribing it to Divine Providence 
that he had so unexpectedly escaped, and being very joyful 
on account of his mother^s family. And when he was come, 
he was carried in a royal litter through the streets, and all 
the ornaments about him were such as kings are adorned 
withal ; and this was at the expences of those that entertained 
him. The multitude also flocked about him greatly, and 
made mighty acclamations to him, and nothing was omitted 
which could be thought suitable to such as had been so un- 
expectedly preserved. 

when this thing was told Caesar, he did not believe it, 
because Herod was not easily to be imposed upon in such 
affairs as were of great concern to him ; yet having some sus. 
mcaoa it might be so, he sent one Celadus, a freed man of 
nisy and one that had conversed with the young men them- 
selves, and bade him bring Alexander into his presence : so 
be brought him, being no more accurate in judging about 
him than the rest of the multitude. Yet did not he deceive 
Caesar ; for although there were a resemblance between him 
and Alexander, yet it was not so exact as to impose on such 
as were prudent in discerning; for this spurious Alexander 
had his nands rough, by thekbourshe had been put to^ and 
TOL. ni. E' 
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instead of that softness of body which the other had, and thii 
as derived from his delicate and generous education, llui 
man, for the contrary reason, had a rugged body. Wbeo^ 
therefore, Caesar saw how the master and the scholar agreed 
in this lying story, and in a bold way of talking, he inquised 
about Aristobulus, and asked what became of him, who [it 
seems] was stolen away together with -him, and for what rei^ ^ 
son it was that he did not come along with him, and endea* L 
▼our to recover that dominion which was due to bis high l 
birth also ? And when he had said that ^^ he had been left | 
in the isle of Crete, for fear of the dangers of the sea, thatia |{ 
case any accident should come to himself, the posteiity of L 
Mariamne should not utterly perish, but that AristobuhB \ 
might survive, and punish those that laid such treachctoiii ■ 
clesigns against them ;^ and when he persevered in his a& ^ 
firmations,.and the author of the imposture agreed in mtp- 
porting it ;— Csesar took the young man by himself, and said 
to him, ^* If thou wilt not impose upon me, thou shalt hava 
this for thy reward, that thou shalt escape with thj life ; -tdi 
me then who thou art? and who it was that had boldn— 
enough to contrive such a cheat as this ? For this contri- 
vance is too considerable a piece of villany to be undertakn 
4>y one of thy age.^ Acconiingly, because he had no othi^ 
way to take, he told Caesar the contrivance, and after urbat 
manner, and by whom it was laid together. So Caesar, upcA 
observing the spurious Alexander to be a strong active mimt 
and fit to work with his hands, that he might not break hoM 
promise to him, put him among those that were to xow 
amon^ the mariners ; but slew him that induced him. to da 
what he had done ; for as for the people of Melos, he thought 
them sufficiently punished, in having thrown away so waA 
of their money upon this spurious Alexander. And suck 
was the ignominious concludon of thb bold contrivanoe about 
the spurious Alexander. 
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CHAP. XIII. 

How Archelausj uptm a second accusationf was banished to 

§ 1. When Archelaus was entered on his ethnarchy, aqii 
was come into Judea, he accused Joazar, the son of Boetfaui^ 
of assisting the seditious, and took away the high-priesthoc4 
from him, and put Eleazar his brother in his place, fit - 
also magnificently rebuilt the royal palace that had been at * 
Jericho, and he diverted half the water with which the viL :) 
lage of Neara used to be watered, and drew off that water i 
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ito the pkin^ to water those palm trees which he had there 
ihnf.ftd : he also built a viUage, and put his own name upon 
t» Bod called it Archdais. Moreover, he transgressed the 
aw 4o£ our fathers, and married Glaphyra, the daughter of 
Ijichelaus, who had been the wife of his brother Alexan* 
ler, which Alexander had children by her ; while it was a 
bioff detestable amons the Jews, to marry the brother^s wife:* 
lor fdid this Eleazar abide long in the high-priesthood, Jesus, 
lie 800 of Sie^ being put in his room while he was still liv- 

S, But in the tenth year of Archelaus^s government, both 
bit brethren, «nd the principal men of Judea and Samaria, 
aeC being able to bear, his barbarous and tyrannical usage of 
Ihem^ accused him before Caesar^ and that especially beoiuse 
di«r J^new he had broken the commands of Csesar ; which 
obbged him to behave himself with moderation among them. 
Whereupon Caesar^ when he heard it, was very an^, and 
n^ed for Archelaus^s steward, who took care of his affiiirs at 
Rome, and whose name was Archelaus dso ; and thinking it 
b epe a A him to write to Archelaus, he bid him sail away as 
iMn ae posstUe, and bring him to us ; so the man made haste 
IB his Toyage, and when he came to Judea, he found Arche- 
lana feasting with his friends ; so he told him what Cassar had 
leet him about, and hastened him away. And when he was 
mme {to Rome], Caesar, upon hearing what certain accusers 
of his had to say^ and what reply he could make, both banish- 
ed buOff and aj^inted Vienna, a dty of Gaul, to be the place 
ef bis habitation, and took his money away from him. 

9. »ow before Archelaus was gone up to Rome upon this 
_ >9 he related this dream to his friends, that '* he saw 
•of ooixi> in number ten, full of wheat perfectly ripe ; 
nrhioh ears, as it seemed to him, were devoured by oxen.^ 
And when he was awake, and gotten up, because the vision 
ijppefu^ to be of great importance to him, he sent for the 
4taviners, whose study was employed about dreams. And 
^rtiiie flOiQe were of one opinion, and some of another (for 
A thrir interpretations did not agree), Simon, a man of the 
leqt «Qf the Essens, desired leave to speak his mind freely, 
mi eaid, that ^^ the vision denoted a change in the affairs of 
Aiebdlaus, and that not for the better ; that oxen, because 
IhiMt tiDtmal takes uneasy pains in his labours, denoted afflio- 
tmM^ And indeed denoted farther a change of affairs; because 
kbilt land which is ploughed by oxen cannot remain in its 
hrvaer state : and that the ears of corn being ten, determined 

* Spanibdin seatonably obsenrefl here, that it was foxbidden the Jewg to many 
Sidx brother's wife, when she had children by her first husband, and that Zeno- 
Kw [dtks of] Intcipiets the clause before us accordingly. 

E2 
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the like number of years, because an ear of com grows ii 
one year ; and that the time of Archelaus^s government mb 
OTer.^ And thus did this man expound the dream. Not 
on the fifth day after this dream came first to Archelaus the 
other Archelaus, that was sent to Judea by Caesar to ciQ 
him away, came thither also. 

4. The like accident befel Glaphyra his wife, who wasth 
daughter of king Archelaus, who, as I said before, was m8^ 
ried while she was a virgin, to Alexander the son of Herodi 
and brother of Archelaus ; but since it fell out so that Alex- 
ander was slain by his father, she was married to Juba, the 
king of Lydia ; and when he was dead, and she lived in wi- 
dowhood m Cappadocia with her father, Archelaus divorced || 
his former wife Mariamne, and married her, so great was Ui 
affection for this Glaphyra ; who during her marriase to bin 
saw the following dream. She thought ** she saw Alexander 
standing by her, at which she rejoiced, and embraced hin 
with great affection ; but that he complained of her, aol 
said, O Glaphyra ! thou provest that saying to be true -wtiik 
assures us, that women are not to be trusted. Didst viA 
thou pledge thy faith to me ? And wast not thou married ti 
me when thou wast a virgin ? And had we not children bt^ 
tween us ? Yet hast thou forgotten the affection I bare -li 
thee, out of a desire of a second husband. Nor hast dMNI 
been satisfied with that injury thou didst me, but thou hatt 
been so bold as to procure thee a third husband to lie bf • 
thee ; and in an indecent and impudent manner hast entered 
into my house, and hast been married to Archelaus, thy huf^ ^ 
band, and my brother. However, I will not forget thy-ftr-' 
mer kind affection for me, but will set thee free from eray 
such reproachful action, and cause thee to be mine again, M^ 
thou once wast.^ When she had related this to her femak 
companions, in a few days time she departed this life. 

5. Now I did not thmk these histories improper for the 
present discourse, both because my discourse now is conoem- 
ing kings, and otherwise also on account of the advantage 
hence to be drawn, as well for the confirmation of the im- 
mortality of the soul, as of the providence of God over hil- 
man affairs, I thought them fit to be set down ; but if attt 
one does not believe such relations, let him indeed enjoy m 
own opinion, but let him not hinder another that would 
thereby encourage himself in virtue. So Archelaus^s eontt 
try was laid to the province of Syria; and Cyreniu8,oDeidipt 
had been consul, was sent by Caesar to take an account tf 
people^s effects in Syria, and to sell the house of Archelaiiii u 



CHAP. I. ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. 53 



BOOK XVIII. 
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CHAP. I. 



Jffaw Cyreniua was sent by Casar to make a taxation of Syria 
. and Judea ; and how Coponitts was sent to be procurator of 
. Judea ; concerning Judas of Galilee^ and concerning the sects 
that were among the Jews. 

{1. J^ow Cyrenius, a Roman senator, and one who had 
gone through other magistracies, and had passed through 
them uU he had been consul, and one who, on other ac- 
coootSy was of great dignity, came at this time into Syria, 
with a few others, being sent by Caesar to be a judge of that 
natioDy and to take an account of their substance. Coponius 
abo^ a man of the equestrian order, was sent together with 
lum, to have the supreme power over the Jews. Moreover, 
Cyrenius came himself into Judea, which was now added to 
the^EOvince of Syria, to take an account of their substance, 
and to dispose of Archelaus^s money ; but the Jews, although 
at the beginning they took the report of a taxation heinously, 
jet did they leave off any farther opposition to it, by the 
\ persuasion of Joazar, who was the son of Boethus, and high 
piiest ; so they being overpersuaded by Joazar^s words, gave 
an account of their estates, without any dispute about it. 
Tet was there one Judas,* aGaulonite, of a city whose name 

* Since St Luke once, Acts y. 37) and Josephus four several times, once here, 
net. 6, and B. xx. ch. ▼• sect. 2, vol. iii. Of the War, B. iL ch. viii. sect. 1, 
ttd di. zviL sect. 8, voL iii. calls this Judas, who was the pestilent author of 
<kit M^tiotts doctrine and temper which brought the Jewish nation to utter 
teruction, a Galikan ; but here, sect. 1, Josephus calls him a GaukmUcy of 
fte dtj Oamala ; it is a great question where this Judas was bom, whether in 
GalUee, on the west side, or in Gaulonitis, on the east side of the river Jordan : 
ijiile'in die place just now cited out of the Antiquities, B. xx. ch. v. sect. 2, 
loL in. he is not only called a Galilean, but it is added to his story, as I have 
li gmyU d in the hooks that go iejbre tJiese, as if he had still called him a Galilean 
hk ihote Antiquities before, as well as in that particular place, as Dean Aldrich 
tiwmiiy On the War, B. iL ch. viii. sect. 1, vol iii. Nor can one well imagine 
irtf he should here call him a Cktulonite^ when, in the 6th section following 
here, as weU as twice Of the War, he still calls him a Galilean. * As for the 
dty of Gamala, whence this Judas was derived, it determines nothing, since there 
were two of that name, the one in Gaulonitis, the other in Qililee* ^^^ TSuiSbxA 
«D tht dty or town oftbst nsme. 
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was Gamaki, who, taking with him, Saddouk,* a Pbariaei^ 
became zealous to draw them to a revdt, who both said tht 
this taxation was no better than an introduction to slaveiji 
and exhorted the nation to assert their hberty ; as if they 
could procure them happiness and security for what thcf 
possessed, and an assured enjoyment of a still greater goo^ } 
which was that of the honour and dory th^ would Aerriiy ■ 
acquire for magnanimity. They dbo said, that Grod wouM )_ 
not otherwise be assisting to them, than upon their joimng P 
with one another in such counsels as might be successuil, and i 
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bold attempt proceeded to a great hei^t. All sortar of' mb- 
fbrtunes also sprang from these men, and the natioo was* in- \ 
fected with this doctrine to an incredible degree ; onevfoisnt f 
war came upon us after another^ and we lost our fnenda I 
which used to alleviate our pains ; there were alsa very great j 
robberies and murders of our principal men. This was dinie < 
in pretence indeed for the public welfare, but m reality front 
the hopes of gain to themselves ; whence arose seditioDBy and 
from them murders of men, which sometimes fell on tba&B 
of their own people (by the madness of these men towardr 
one another, whue their desire was, that none of the advene 
party might be left,) and sometimes on thdr enemies;. » fit- 
mine also coming upon us, reduced us to the last degree of 
despur, as did uso the taking and demolishing of cities ; Bvr, 
the sedition at last increased so high, that the very- tem]^ 
of God was burnt down by their enemies^ fire. Sudh were 
the consequences of this, that the customs of our {atfaersftrenB 
altered, and such achange wasmade, as added a mighty weight 
toward bringing all to destruction, which these men* coca* 
sioned by their thus conspiring together ; for Judas anft Sad- 
ducu8,f who excited a fourth philosophic sect amon^ tl^ 
and had a great many followers therein, filled our civil go- 
vernment with tumults at present, and laid the foundatioas of 
our future miseries by this system of philosophy, which we 
were before unacqiuunted withal ; concerning whidi, I wilt 
discourse a little, and this the rather, because the infectkia 

* It seemi not very improbable to me, that this Sadduc, the PhttisM, wm 
the Tery same man of whom the Rabbins qieak, as the unhapi^ but nnilrsj^ning 
occasion of the impiety or infidelity of the Sadducees ; nor perhaps had tba moi 
this name of Sadducees till this very time, though they were a distinct sect lav 
before. See the note on B. xiiL ch. x. sect. 6, voL iL and Dean PiideMix, sa 
there quoted; nor do we, that I know of, find the least fbotatqpa of saflh iss- 
piety or infidelity of these Sadducees before this time, the Reoognitiana an 
us that they beg^ about the days of John the Baptist, B. i. ch. Ut. iraL 1 

t S«e Note abon. ^^ 
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J wbi8b> BpteBd thence among the younger sort, who were zea- 
^ loia» £»r it^ brought the people to destruction. 
•f SI The Jews had, for a great whiles had three sects of 
i jdiilosophy peculiar to themselvesi the sect of the Essens, 
i aad the sect of the Sadducees, and the third sort of opinions 
[ was that of those called Pharisees ; of which sects, although 
I hwwe ahready spoken in the second book of the Jewish war, 
yet will I a little touch upon them now. 

* Si. Now for the Pharisees, they live meanly, and despise 
delicacies in diet; and they follow the conduct of reason; 
aod what that prescribes to them as good for them, they do; 
i they think they ought earnestly to strive to observe rea- 
lms dictates for practice. They also pay a respect to such 
aa are in years; nor ace they so bold as to contradict them 
iaany thing which they have introduced ; and, when they de- 
tennine that all things are done by £sLte, they do not take 
amy the freedom from men of acting as tJbey think fit ; since 
their notion is, that it hath pleased God to make a tempera- 
ment, whereby what he wills is done, but so that the will of 
man can act virtuously or viciously. They also believe that 
sauls. have an immortal vigour in them, and that under the 
earth there^ will be rewaids or punishments, according as 
Hmy have lived virtuously or viciously in this life ; and the 
laiter are to be detained in an everlasting prison, but that the 
fi^naaer shall have power to revive and live again : on account 
of which doctrines they are able greatly to persuade the body 
of the people ; and whatsoever they do about divine worship, 
pnyers^ and sacrifices, they perform, them according to their 
atrection ; insomuch that the cities gave great atte3tations to 
them on account of their entire virtuous conduct, both in the 
actioas of their lives, and their discourses alsa 

4.. But the doctrine of the Sadducees is this, that souls die 
with the bodies ; nor do they regard the observation of any 
liiiag besides what the law enjoins them : for they think it an 
instance of virtue to dispute, with those teachers of philo- 
sophy whom they frequent; but this doctrine is received but 
by a few, yet by those still of the greatest dignity. But they 
are able almost to do nothing of themselves ; for when they 
become magistrates, as they are unwillingly and by force 
sometimes obliged to be, they addict themselves to the no- 
tions of the Pharisees, because the multitude would not 
otherwise bear them. 

6. The doctrine of the Essens is this, that all things are 
best ascribed to God. They teach the immortality of souls, 
and esteem that the rewards of righteousness are to be ear- 
nestly striven for ; and when they send what they have de^ 
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dicated to God into the temple^* they do not offer sacri- 
fices^ because they have more pure lustrations of their own;> 
on which account they are excluded from the common court 
of the temple, but offer their sacrifices themselves ; yet is 
their course of life better than that of other men ; and they 
entirely addict themselves to husbandry* It also deserves our 
admiration how much they exceed all other men that addict 
themselves to virtue^ and this in righteousness; and indeed 
to such a degree, that as it hath never appeared among any 
other men, neither Greeks nor barbarians, no not for a little 
time, so hath it endured a Ion? while among them. This is 
demonstrated by that institution of theirs, which will not 
suffer any thing to hinder them from having all things in com- 
mon ; so that a rich man enjoys no more of his own wealth 
than he who had nothing at alL There are about four thou- 
sand men that live in this way, and neither marry wives, nor 
are desirous to keep servants ; as thinking the latter tempts 
men to be unjust, and the former gives the handle to domet- 
tic quarrels ; but as they live by themselves, they minister 
one to another. They also appoint certain stewards to re- 
ceive the incomes of their revenues, and of the fruits of the 
ground ; such as are good men and priests, who are to get 
their corn and their food ready for them. They none of them 
differ from others of the Essens in their way of living, but 
do the most resemble those Dacss, who are called PoUata^f 
[dwellers in cities.] 

6. But oi the fourth sect of Jewish philosophy, Judas the 
Galilean was the author. These men agree in all other 
things with the Pharisaic notions ; but they have an inviola- 
ble attachment to liberty, and say that God is to be their only 
Ruler and Lord. They also do not value dying any kinai 
of death, nor indeed do they heed the deaths of their rela- 
tions and friends, nor can any such fear make them call any 
man lord. And since this immoveable resolution of theirs is 
well known to a great many, I shall speak no farther about 
that matter ; nor am I afraid that any thing I have said of 

* It seems by what Josephas sajs here, and Fhilo himself elsewhere, Op. p. 
676, that these Essens did not use to go up to the Jewish festivals at Jerusa- 
lem, or to offer sacrifices there, which may be one great occasion why they ai* 
never mentioned in the ordinary books of the New Testament ; though in the 
Apostolical Constitutions they are mentioned as those that ohterved the cuitonu 
of their forefathers^ and that without any such ill character laid upon them as is 
l^ere laid upon the other sects among that people. 

-f- Who Uiese Polittai in Josephus, or Ktittai in Strabo, among the Pytha- 
goric Bacse were, it is not easy to determine. Scaliger offers no improbabia 
conjecture, that some of these DacsB lived alone, like monks, in tents or caves ; 
but that others of them lived together in buUt dHety and thence were called by 
mdi names as implied the same. 
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them should be disbelieved, but rather fear that what I hare 
said ia beneath the resolution they shew when they undergo 
pun. And it was in Gessius Florus^s time that the nation 
began to go mad with this distemper, ,who was our procura- 
tor^ and who occasioned the Jews to go wild with it by the 
abuse of his authority, and to make them revolt from the 
Romans. And these are the sects of Jewish philosophy. 



CHAP. 11. 

How Herod and PhUip huUt several cities in honour of 
CdBaar ; concerning the succession of priests and procu^ 
rotors ; as also what befel Praates and the Parthians. 

§ 1. Whek Cyrenius had now disposed of Archelaus'g 
money, and when the taxings were come to a conclusion, 
which were made in the thirty-seventh year of Caesar^s vic- 
tory over Antony at Actium, ne deprivea Joazar of the high* 
priesthood, which dignity had been conferred on him by the 
multitude, and he appointed Ananus, the son of Seth, to be 
hi^ priest ; while Herod and Philip had each of them re- 
ceived their own tetrarchy, and settled the a&irs thereof. 
Herod also built a wall about Sepphoris (which is the secu- 
rity of all Galilee), and made it the metropolis of the coun- 
try. He also built a wall round Betharamphtha, which was 
itself a city also, and called it Julias^ from the name of the 
emperor^s wife. When Philip also had built Paneas, a city 
at the fountains of Jordan, he named it Cesarea. He also 
advanced the village Bethsaida, situate at the lake of Genne- 
sareth, unto the dignity of a city, both by the number of in- 
habitants it contained, and its other grandeur, and called it by 
the name of Julias, the same name with Caesar^s daughter. 

8. As Coponius, who we told you was sent along with 
Cyrenius, was exercising his office of procurator, and govern- 
ing Judea, the following accidents happened. As the Jews 
were celebrating the feast of unleavened bread, which we 
call the Passover^ it was customary for the priests to open 
the temple-gates just after midnight. When, therefore, those 
gates were first opened, some of the Samaritans came pri- 
vately into Jerusalem, and threw about dead men^s bodies in 
the cloisters ; on which account the Jews afterwards excluded 
them out of the temple, which they had not used to do at 
such festivals; and on other accounts also they watched the 
temple more carefully than they had formerly done. A little 
after which accident,. Coponius returned to Rome, and Mar- 
cus Ambivius came to be his successor in that government ; 
under whom Salome, the sister of king Herod, died, and left 
to Julia [Cassar^s wife] Jamnia, all its toparcby, and 'C^mc- 
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aaelis in the jriain, and Archelaus, where is a great {dantaii 
tion at palm-trees, and their fruit is excellent in its kiadL 
After him came Annius Rufus, under whom died Csesar^thfr 
second emperor of the Romans, the duration of whose leiga 
was fifty-seren years^ besides six months and two days (of I 
which time Antonius ruled together with him fourteen years; ^ 
but the duration of his life was seienty-seven years) ; umo ^ 
whose death Tibenus Nero, his wife Julians son, suooeeaed i 
He was now the third emperor, and he sent Valerius Gnu i 
tus to be procurator of Judea, and to succeed Annius Rufiig. ^ 
This man deprived Ananus of the high-priesthood, and ap- 1 
pointed Ismael, the son of Fbabi, to the nigh priest He abo - 
deprived him in a little time, and ordained Eleazar, the son 
of Ananus, who had been high priest before, to be high 
priest ; which office, when he had held for a year, Gratus 
deprived him of it, and gave the high-priesthood to Simon, 
the son of Camithus ; and, when he had possessed that dig* 
nity no longer than a year, Joseph Caiaphas was made his 
successor. When Gratus had done these things, be went 
beck to Rome, after he had tarried in Judea deven yean, 
when Pontius Pilate came as his successor. 
• 3. And now Herod the tetrarch, who was in great fimpmr 
with Tiberius, built a city of the same name with bun, and 
called it Tiberias. He built it in the best part of Gialilee, at 
the lake of Genesareth. There are warm baths at a little 
distance from it, in a village named Emmaus. Strangers 
came and inhabited this city ; a great number of the inhalM- 
tants were Galileans also ; and many were necessitated by 
Herod to come thither out of the country belonging to kim, 
and were by force compelled to be its inhabitants : some of 
them were persons of condition. He also admitted poor 
people, and those such as were collected from all patts^ le 
dwell in it. Nay, some of them were not quite freemen; and 
these he was a benefactor to, and made them free in great 
numbers ; but obliged them not to forsake the city, by buikl- 
ing them very good houses at his own expenses, and by giv- 
ing them land also; for he was sensible, that to make this 
place a habitation was to transgress the Jewish ancient laws, 
because many sepulchres were to be here taken away, in order 
to make room for the city Tiberias;* whereas our laws pro- 
nounce, that such inhabitants are unclean for seven days.^ 

* We Difty here take notice, m well as in the parallel parts of the booki Of 
the War, B. iL ch. ix. sect. 1, yoL iiL that after the death of Herod the Great, 
and the succesuon of Archelaus, Joeepbus is very brief in his accounts of JFmdes, 
till near his own time. I suppose the reason is, that after the large histiMy <f 
Mioolaus of Damascus, induing the life of Herod, and probably the mrffweon 
and first actions of his sons, he had but few good bwtories of those times btto 

f Namb, Mix. lU^li. 
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■ 4^ About tins time died Fhraatesi kbg of tlie Parthiaiw, 
bg^ die treachery of Ffaraataces his son, upoa the octasUm 
foUowing* When Fhraates had had legitimate sons of his 
om, Jie had also an Italian mtdd-eeFvaot, whose name was 
TbsrfnusOf who had been formerly sent, to him by Julius 
Cssar, among other presents. He first made her his concu* 
fain» ; but he being a great adrntiec of her beauty^ in process* 
of tUDS! haTiag a son tiy her^ whose name was Fhraaiacet, he 
made her his legitimate wi%and bad a great respect for her. 
N«ir she was able ta persuade him to do any thing that she 
said, and was earnest m procuring the government of Parthio 
far her son ; but still she saw that her endeavours would not 
snoseed, unless she could contrive how to remove PbraatesV 
kgitioate sens out ^o£ the kingdom ;]] so she persuaded him 
ta send those his sons as pledges of his fideli^, to Rome ; and 
they were sent to Rome aocordmgly, because it was not easy 
. &r him to contradict her commands. Now while Pbraataces 
was aloae brought up in. order to succeed in the government, 
he thought it very te<lious to expect that government by his 
fitfiker's donation [as lus successor ;] he therefore formed » 
treacberons design against his father, bv his mothev^s assist* 
asce, with whom, as the report went, he had criminal oon« 
varaaiion: also. So. he was bated for both these vices, while 
hia Sttbjecto esteemed this [[wicked^ love of his moAer to be^ 
]» way iaferior to his parridde ; and he was by them in ase-^- 
ditioa expelled out of the country, before he grew too great,, 
mi died. But as the best sort of Parthians agreed together 
diat it was impossible they should be governed without a* 
king, while also it was their constant practice to choose one 
of the family of Arsaces [nor did tmir law allow of any 
olh«rs] ; and they thought this kingdom had been sufficiently 
injured already by the marriage with an Italian concubine^ 
[and by her issue,] they sent ambassadors, and called Orodea 
[to take the crown ;] for the multitude would not otherwise 
have borne with them ; and though he were accused of very 
great cruelty, and was of an ustvactable temper, and prone to 
wratb» yet still he was one of the family of Arsaces. How<« 
ever^ they made a conspiracy against him, and slew him, and 
tbat^ as some say,, at a festival, and among their sacrifices 
(foir it is the universal custom there to> carry their swords 
with them ;) but as the mc»:e general report is, they slew him' 
when they had drawn him out a^huntiDg. So they sent anKi 
bassadors to Rodie, and desired they would send one of those 
that were there as pledges, to be their king. Accordingly,, 
Vonones was preferred before the rest, and sent to them 
(foe be. seemed capable ^ such great fortune, which two of 
the greatest kingdoms under the sun now offered him^ hisiowa 
and a foreign one,) However, the. barbax'ians soon cVvaw^^^ 
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their minds, they being naturally of a mutable disposition, 
upon the supposal^ that this man was not worthy to be their 
governor ; for they could not think of obejring the commands 
of one that had been a slave (for so thev called those that 
had been hostages,) nor could they bear the ignominy of that 
name : and this was the more intolerable^ because then the 
Parthians must have such a king set over them, not bj right 
of war^ but in a time of peace. So they presently mvited 
Artabanus, king of Media, to be their king, he being also of 
the race of Arsaces. Artabanus complied with the offer 
that was made him, and came to them with an army. So 
Vonones met him ; and at first the multitude of the Par- 
thians stood on his nde, and he put his army in array, but 
Artabanus was beaten, and fled to the mountains of Media. 
Yet did he a little time after gather a great army together, 
and fought with Vonones, and beat him ; whereupon Vono- 
nes fled away on horseback, with a few of his attendants 
about him, to Seleucia [upon Tigris.] So when Artabanus 
had slain a great number, and this after he had gotten the 
victoiy by reason of the very great dismay the barbarians 
w^re in, he retired to Ctesipnon with a great number of his 
people ; and so he now reigned over the Parthians. But 
Vonones fled away to Armenia ; and as soon as he came 
thither, he had an inclination to have the government of the 
country given him, and sent ambassadors to Rome [for that 
purpose.] But because Tiberius refused it him, and be- 
cause he wanted courage, and because the Parthian king 
threatened him, and sent ambassadors to him to denounce 
war against him if he proceeded ; and because he had no 
way to take to regain any other kingdom (for the people of 
authority among the Armenians about Niphates joined then^ 
selves to Artabanus,) he delivered up himself to Silanus, the 
president of Syria, who, out of regard to his education at 
JRome, kept him in Syria, while Artabanus gave Armenia to 
Orodes, one of his own sons. 

6. At this time died Antiochus, the king of Commagene ; 
whereupon the multitude contended with the nobility, and 
both sent ambassadors to [Rome] ; for the men of power 
were desirous that their form of government might be 
changed into that of a [Roman] province ; as were the mul- 
titude desirous to be under kings, as their fathers had been* 
So the senate made a decree, that Germanicus should be sent 
to settle the affairs of the east, fortune hereby taking a pro- 
r opportunity for depriving him of his life ; for when he 
ad been in the east, and settled all affairs there, his life was 
taken away by the poison which Piso gave him, as hath been 
related elsewhese.* ** 



ha 
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CHAP. III. 

A sedition of the Jews against Pontius Pilate ; concerning 
Christ, and what befel Paulina and the Jews at Rome. 

§ 1. But DOW Pilate, the procurator of Judea, removed the 
army from Cesarea to Jerusalem, to take their winter quar- 
ters there, in order to abolish the Jewish laws. So he 
introduced Csesar^s effigies, which were upon the ensigns, 
and brought them into the city ; whereas our law forbids us 
the very making of images ; on which account the former 
procurators were wont to make their entry into the city with 
such ensigns as had not those ornaments. Pilate was tne first 
who brought those images to Jerusalem, and set them up 
there ; which was done without the knowledge of the people, 
because it was done in the night time ; but as soon as they 
knew it, they came in multitudes to Cesarea, and interceded 
with Pilate many days^ that he would remove the images ; 
and when he would not grant their requests, because this 
would tend to the injury of Caesar, while yet they persevered 
in their request, on the sixth day he ordered his soldiers to 
have their weapons privately, while he came and sat upon 
his judgment seat; which seat was so prepared in the open 
place of the city, that it concealed the army that lay ready to 
oppress them ; and when the Jews petitioned him again, he 
gave a signal to the soldiers to encompass them round, and 
threatened that their punishment should be no less than im- 
mediate death, unless they would leave off disturbing him, 
and go their ways home. But they threw themselves upon 
the ground, and laid their necks bare, and said they would 
take their death very willingly, rather than the wisdom of 
their laws should be transgressed ; upon which Pilate was 
deeply affected with their firm resolution to keep their laws 
inviolable, and presently commanded the images to be carried 
back from Jerusalem to Cesarea. 

2. But Pilate undertook to bring a current of water to Je- 
rusalem, and did it with the sacred money, and derived the 
origin of the stream from the distance of two hundred fur- 
longs. However, the Jews* were not pleased with what had 

* These Jews, as they are here called^ whose blood Pilate ihed on this ocea- 
aOD, may very well be those very Galilean Jews whoie blood PUate had mingled 
trith their tacryices ; Luke xiiL 1,2.; these tumults being usually excited 
at some of the Jews* great fiestivals, when they slew abundance of sacri- 
fices, and the Galileans being commonly much more busy in such tumults 
than those of Judea and Jerusalem, as we learn from the history of Arche- 
laaa, Antiq. B. xvii. ch. is. sect 3, and ch. x. sect. 2, 9. voL iL ; though 
indeed Josephus's present copies say not one word of ihote eighteen vftm 
whom the tower in SHoamfeUy and slew ihem^ which the 4th verse of the same 
, 13th diaptor of St Luke informs ui of. But «iilbe oux g|M]^ tew^cii va^ 
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been done about this water ; and many ten thousands of the 
people got together, and made a clamour against him^ and in- 
sisted that he should leave off that design. Some of them also 
used reproaches, and abused the man, as crowds of sudl 
people usually do. So he habited a great number of bis sol- 
diers in their habit, who carried daggers under their garments, 
and sent them to a place where they might surround them. 
So he bid the Jews himself so away ; but they boldly cast- 
ing reproaches upon him, he gave the soldiers that signal 
which had been beforehand agreed on ; who laid upon them 
much greater blows than Pilate had commanded them, and 
equally punished those that were (tumultuous, and those that 
were not ; nor did they spare them in the least ; and uiioe 
the pec^le were unamied, and were caught by men prepared 
for what they were about, there were a great number of then 
slain by this means, and others of them ran away wounded. 
And thus an end was put to this sedition. 

'^ 3. Now there was about this time Jesus, a wise man, if if. 

be lawful to call bhn a man ; for he was a doer of wonderful 
works, a teacher of such men as receive the truth with fiet^ 

\ sure. He drew over to him both many of the Jews, and 
many of the Grentiles.* He was fthel Christ And when 
Pilate, at the suggestion of the principal men among us, had 
condemned him to the cross,* those that loved him at Ae 
first did not forsake hfan ; jbr be appeared to them aliv^ 
again th e third day I'f as^^e divine projabets had feriitdg^ 

1 these and ten thousand otbier woncbiful tTunjgs conoeraiag 

^ Elm. And the tribe of Christians, so named from Urn, aw 
not extinct at this day. 

4u About the same time also another sad calamity put tbt 
Jews into disorder, and certain shameful practices happened 
about the temple of Isis diat was at Rome. I will now first 
take notice of tlie wicked attempt nhout the temple of Iris, 
and will then ^ve an account of the Je^sh affairs. Tbeva 
was at Rome a woman whose name was Paulina; one who, 
on account of the dignity of her ancestors, and by the regular 
oeoduGt of a virtuous life, had a great reputaticm : die wai 
also very rich ; and ahhough she were of a beautiful couiite* 

Lake zziiL 6, 7- that when Pilate heard of GaXUee^ he atked whether Jettu wrv 
aGoHkamP And ae eoom at he kmm that he iOonged to Berod'tjuritdhtian^ he 
mnthimto Merod. And ver. IS. The tome day PUaU and Herod were mait 
JHende tog^herfjbrb^breihey had been at enmUff between ihemtehet. IUm 
Ihe way piobftble key of this matter in the weids of Ae learned Noldiue de H«« 
■od. No. 249. «( The cause of the enmity hetwen Heiod and Fikte (says li^ 
seems to hmt been this, that Pilate hadintenneddled'witfa the tetrardi^s jarisdie* 
tion,«nd had shun some of his GaMlean subjeets; Luke xiiL 1. ; and, aa he ww 
•flUng -to coireet that ereor, he sent Choit lo Herod at this time." 
.* A. D. 33. April 3. f April 6. 



euAB. m. AvniQjomiBB of the jbws. 69 

naace, and in that flower of her age wherein women are the 
most gay, yet did she lead a life of great modesty. She was 
married to Saturninus, one that was every way answerable to 
her in an excellent character. Dicius Mundus fell in love 
with this woman, who was a man very high in the equestrian 
order; and as she was of too great dignity to be caught by 
presents, and had already rejected them, though they had been 
sent in sreat abundance, he was still more inflamed with love 
to her^ msomuch that he promised to give her two hundred 
thousand Attic drachmae for one night^s lodging ; and when 
this would not prevail upon her, and he was not able to bear 
this misfortune in his amours, he thought it the best way to 
famifih himself to death for want of food, on accouiAof Pau- 
lioa^s sad refusal: and he determined with himself toxlie after 
such a manner^ and he went on with his purpose accordingly. 
Now Mundus had a freed woman who nad been made free 
by his father, whose name was Ide, one skilful in all sorts of 
mischief. This woman was very much grieved at the young 
man^s resolution to kill himself (for he did not conceal bis 
mtentions to destroy himself, from others,) and came to him, 
and encouraged him by her discourse^ and made him to hope 
by some promises she gave him, that he might obtain a night^s 
lodging with Paulina ; and when he joyfully hearkened to her 
entreaty, she said, she wanted no more than fifty thousand 
dracfamse far the entrapping of the woman. So when she had 
enoouraged the young man, and gotten as much money as 
she Tequired, she did not take the same methods as had been 
taken before, because she perceived that the woman was by 
no means to be tempted bv money, but as she knew that she 
was very much given to the worship of the goddess Isis, she 
devised the following stratagem : She went to some of Isis^s 
priests, and upon the strongest assurances [of concealment,] 
she persuader them by words, but chiefly by the offer c« 
moaey, of 25,000 drachmae in hand, and as much more when 
the thing bad taken effect ; and told them the passion of the 
young man, and persuaded them to use all means possible 
to beguile the woman. So they were drawn in to promise 
to do so^ by that large sum of gold they were to have. Ac- 
cordingly the eldest of them went immediately to Paulina, and 
unon his admittance, he desired to speak with her by herself. 
When this was granted him, he told her, that '* he was sent 
1 by the god Anubis, who was fallen in love with her, and en- 
I jo'med her to come to him.^ Upon this she took the message 
very kindly,and valuedherself greatly upon this condescension 
■ of AnuUs, and told her husband, that she had a message sent 
ber, and was to sup and to lie with Anubis ; so he agreed to 
her acceptance of the offer^ as fully satisfied with the chastitif 
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of his wife. Accordingly she went to the temple, and aflier 
she had supped there, and it was the hour to go to sleep, the 
priest shut the doors of the temple, when, in the holy part of 
It, the lights were also put out. Then did Mundus leap out, 
(for he was hidden therein,) and did not fail of enjoying her, 
who was at his service all the night long, as supposing he was 
the god ; and when he was gone away, which was before 
those priests who knew nothing of this stratagem were stiN 
ring, Paulina came early to her husband, and told him boir 
the god Anubis had appeared to her. Among her friends also 
she declared how great a value she put upon this favour, who 
partly disbelieved the thing, when they reflected on its nature^ 
and partly were amazed at it, as having no pretence for not 
believing it, when they considered the modesty and the dig- 
nity of the person. ISut now on the third day after what b«i 
been done, Mundus met Paulina and said, ** Nay, Paulina, 
thou hast saved me two hundred thousand drachmae, which 
sum thou mightest have added to thy own family ; yet h^st 
thou not failed to be at my service in the manner I invited 
thee. As for the reproaches thou hast laid upon Mundus, 
I value not the business of names ; but I rejoice in the plea- 
sure I reaped by what I did, while I took to myself the name 
of Anubis.^ When he had said this, he went his way. But 
now she began to come to the sense of the grossness of what 
she had done, and rent her garments, and told her husband of 
the horrid nature of this wicked contrivance, and prayed him 
not to neglect to assist her in this case. So he discovered the 
fact to the emperor ; whereupon Tiberius inquired into the 
matter thoroughly, by examining the priests about it, and 
ordered them to be crucified, as well as Ide, who was the oc- 
casion of their perdition, and who had contrived the whole 
matter which was so injurious to the woman. He also cb- 
molished the temple of Isis, and gave order that her statue 
should be thrown into the river Tiber; while he only banished 
Mundus, but did no more to him, because he supposed tfaiA 
what crime he had committed was done out of the pasaon of 
love. And these were the circumstances which concerned 
the temple of Isis, and the injuries occasioned by her priests. 
I now return to the relation of what happened about this 
time to the Jews at Rome, as I formerly told you I would. 
5. There was a man who was a Jew, but h'^d been driven 
away from bis own country, by an accusation laid agunst him 
for transgressing their laws, and by the fear he was under of 
punishment for the same ; but in all respects a wicked maa 
He then living at Rome, professed to instruct men in the 
wisdom of the laws of Moses. He procured also three othier 
meu, entirely of the same character with himself to be bis 
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partners. These men persuaded Fulvia^ a woman of great 
cligQity, and one that had embraced the Jewish religion, to 
send purple and gold to the temple at Jef usalem, and when 
they nad.gotten them, they employed them for their own uses, 
and spent the money themselves ; on which account it was 
that they at first required it of her. Whereupon Tiberius, 
who had been informed of the thing by Satuminus, the bus* 
band of Fulvia, who desired inquiry might be made about it, 
wdered all the Jews to be banished out of Rome ; at which 
dme the consuls listed four thousand out of them, and sent 
them to the island Sardinia; but punished a greater number 
of them who were unwilling to become soldiers, on account 
of keemng the laws of their forefathers** Thus were these 
Jews banished out of the city by the wickedness of four men. 



CHAP. IV. 

Haw the Samarilana made a tumult, and Pilate destroyed 
MOf^ of them; how Pilate was accused, and what things 
were done by Vitellius relating to the Jews and the Par^ 
thians. 

§ 1. But the nation of the Samaritans did not escape with- 
oat tumults. The man who excited them to it, was one who 
dioueht lying a thing of little consequence, and who con* 
trived every thing so tnat the multitude might be pleased; so 
he bid them get together upon mount Gerizzim, which is by 
them looked upon as the most holy of all mountains, and as- 
sured them, that when they were come thither, he would show 
them those sacred vessels which were laid under that place, 
because Mosesf put them there. So they came thither armed, 

* Of die banuhment of these 4000 Jews into Sardinia by Tiberius, see 
hetoniai in Tiber, sect. 36. But as for Mr Reland's note here, which sup- 
faiet dial Jews could not, consistently with their laws, be soldiers, it is 
iMtiadkfind by one branch of the history before us, and contrary to innume- 
mii Jmhincas of their fighting, and proving excellent soldiers in war ; and 
indeed many of the best of them, and even under heathen kings themselTes, 
^ so, those I mean who allowed them their rest on the Sabbath-day, and 
ether aolemn festivals, and let them Uve according to their own laws, as Alex- 
•■dir tlia Great and the Ptolemies of Egypt did. It is true, they could not 
dwayi obtain those privileges, and then they got excused as well as they could, 
er sometimes absolutely refused to fight, which seems to have been the case 
bcie, aa to the major part of the Jews now banished, but nothing more. See 
•evsral of the Aoman decrees in their favour as to such matters, B. xiv. ch. x. 
voLli. 

t Since Moses never came himself beyond Jordan, nor particularly to 
wont Oerlzzim, and since these Samaritans have a tradition among them, 
BriMiBd here by Dr Hudson, from Reland, who was very skilful in Jewish 
•nd Samaritan learning, that in the days of Uzzi or Ozzi the high priest, 
1 Cbron. vi. 6. the ark and other sacred vesseb were, by God's confmiand, laid 
•p or hidden in Mount G«risnm, it is highly probable this was the fool* 

TOL. ill. F 
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and thought the discourse of the man probable ; and aa thej 
abode at a certain village, ivhich was called Tirathaba, tb^ 
got the rest together to them, and desired to go up the mouii- 
Cain in a great multitude together ; but Pilate prevented their 
going up by seizing upon the roads with a great band of 
horsemen and footmen, who fell upon those that were gotten \ 
together in the village, and when it came to an action, some k 
of them they slew, and others of them they put to flight £ 
and took a great many alive, the principal of which, and also 
the most potent of those that fled away, Pilate ordered to be |p 
slain. 

2. But when this tumult was appeased, the Samaritan 8^ 
nate sent an embassy to Vitellius, a man that had been consul, 

" and who was now president of Syria, and accused Pilate of ^ 
the murder of those that were killed ; for that they did not go ^ 
to Tirathaba in order to revolt from the Romans, but to jj 
escape the violence of Pilate. So Vitellius sent Marcellus, 
a friend of his, to take care of the afiairs of Judea, and a^ 
dered Pilate to go to Rome, to answer before the emperor to 
the accusations of the Jews. So Pilate, when he bad tarried 
ten years in Judea, made haste to Rome, and this in ob^ 
dience to the orders of Vitellius, which be durst not contraji 
diet ; but before he could get to Rome, Tiberius was dead. 

3. But Vitellius came into Judea, and went up to JeruM^ 
lem ; it was at the time of that festival which is called dia 
Passover. Vitellius was there magnificently received* and 
released the inhabitants of Jerusalem from all the taxes upon 
the fruits that were bought and sold, and gave them leave to 
have the care of the high priest^s vestments, with aU tbeiror* 
naments, and to have uiem under the custody of the prtepto 
in the temple, which power they used to have formerly^ al> 
though at this time they were laid up in the tower of Anto; 
ilia, the citadel so called, and that on the occasion following: 
There was one of the [high] priests, named Hyrcanui^ anil 
as there were many of that name, he was the first of tbaMi Q 
This roan built a tower near the temple, and when he had m 
done, he generally dwelt in it, and bad these vestments wiA 
him ; because it was lawful for him alone to put them oo^ ud 
he had them there reposited when he went down into fhi 
city, and took his ordinary garments. The same things wen 
continued to be done by his sons, and by their soot after tfactt 
But when Herod came to be king, he rebuilt this tower, whiek 
was very conveniently situated, m a magnificent manner^ aqd 
because he was a friend to Antonius, he called it by the 



lah foundation tbc present Samaritans went upon in the sedition hert ^ftttHm 
and that we should read hen ottot instead dMouuotj in tht trnrt of Tqsqjlmi 
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of AfUimia, And as he found these vestments Ijring there, he 
retuned them in the same place, as believing, that while be 
had them in his custody, the people would make no innova- 
tions against him. The like to what Herod did was done by 
his son Archelaus, who was made king after him ; after whom 
the Romans, when they entered on the government, took pos- 
session of those vestments of the high priest, and had them 
reposited in a stone chamber under the seal of the priests, and 
of the keepers of the temple, the captain of the guard light- 
ing a lamp there every day ; and seven days* before a festival 
they were delivered to them by the captun of the guard, when 
the high priest, having purified them, and made use of them, 
laid them up again in the same chamber where they had been 
laid up before, and this the very next day after the feast was 
over. This was the practice at the three yearly festivals, and 
on the fast day; but Vitellius put these garments into our 
own power, as in the days of our forefathers, and ordered the 
captain of the guard not to trouble 'himself to inquire where 
Aey were laid, or when they were to be used ; and this he did 
IS an act of kindness to oblige the nation to him. Besides 
which, he also deprived Joseph, who was also called Caia* 
fhoM^ of the high-priesthood, and appointed Jonathan, the son 
of Ananus, the former high priest, to succeed him. After 
which he took his journey back to Antioch. 

4» Moreover, Tiberius sent a letter to Vitellius, and com- 
manded him to make a league of friendship with Artabanus, 
the king of Parthia ; for while he was his enemy he terrified 
bim, because he had taken Armenia away from him, lest he 
ibould proceed farther, and told him he should no otherwise 
trust him than upon his giving him hostages, and especially 
Us son Artabanus. Upon Tiberius^s writing thus to ViteL 
lias, br the offer of great presents of money, he persuaded 
iMJb uie king of Iberia, and the king of Albania, to make 
li delay, but to fight against Artabanus ; and although they 
voold not do it themselves, yet did they give the Scj^thians a 
piisage through their country, and opened the Caspian gatea 
l» them, and brought them upon Artabanus. So Armenia 
tat again taken from the Fartbians, and the country of J?ar. 
tUa WAS filled with war, and the principal of their men were 
daiOt and aU things were in disorder among them: the 
Ung^s son also himself fell in these wars, together with many 

* This mentioii of the high priest^s mcred gannents received seyen dayi be- 
te a iMlf •!) and purified in those days against a festival, as having been pol- 
iMtA, bf bdng in the custody of heathens, in Josqphns, agrees well with th» 
J r H ft ti ffTf of the TaUnudists, as Beland here observes. Nor is there any ques- 
tlHi but tfao three ftasts here mentioned, were the Passover, Pentecost, and £Mst 
«riUMniadett and the &st, « odled by way of disttiction, at Acts xxvii. 9, 
^li His iitsfc day of wpistiflB. 

F2 
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ten thousands of his army. Vitellius had also sent soch grett 
sums of money to Artabanus^s father'^s kinsmen and friendsy 
that he had aljnost procured him to be slain by the means of 
those bribes which they had taken. And when Artabanuf 
perceived that the plot laid against him was not to be avoided, 
because it was laid by the principal men, and those a grett 
many in number, and that it would certainly take effect; when 
he also estimated the number of those that were truly faithful 
to him, as also of those who were already corrupted^ bat 
were deceitful in the kindness they professed to him, and 
were likely, upon trial, to go over to his enemies^ be made his 
escape to the upper provinces, where he afterward raised a 
great army out of the Dabse and Sacse, and fought with hk 
enemies, and retained his principality. 

5. When Tiberius had heard of these things, he desired to 
have a league of friendship made between him and Artabanut, 
and when^ upon this invitation, he received the proposal 
kindly, Artabanus and Vitellius went to Euphrates, ana as a 
bridge was laid over the river, they each of them came with 
their guards about them, and met one another on the midst of 
the bridge. And when they had agreed upon the terms of 
peace, Herod the tetrarch erected a rich tent on the midst of 
the passage, and made them a feast there. Artabanus also, 
not long afterward, sent his son Darius as an hostage, with 
many presents, among which there was a man seven culnts 
tall, a Jew he was by birth, and his name was EUazar^ who 
for his tallness was called a giant After which, Vitellios 
went to Autioch, and Artabanus to Babylon; but Herod [the 
tetrarch,] being desirous to give Caesar the first information 
that they had obtained hostages, sent posts with letten, 
wherein he had accurately described all the particulars, and 
had left nothing for the consular Vitellius to inform him o£ 
But when Vitellius^s letters were sent, and Caesar had let him 
know that he was acquainted with the affairs already, becaolv 
Herod had given him an account of them before, Vitelliui 
was very much troubled at it; and supposing that he had been 
thereby a much greater sufferer than he really was, he kept up 
a secret anger upon this occasion, till he could be revenged 
on him, which he was, after Caius had taken the government 

6. About this time it was that Philip, Herod's brotheff 
departed this life ; in the twentieth year* of the reign rf 

* This calculation from all Josepbus's Greek copies, is exactly right ; for rioei 
Herod died about September, in the 4th year before the Christian ssra, «ai H* 
berius began, as is weU known, Aug. 19. A. D. 14, it is evident that th« 87* -. 
year of Philip, reckoned from his father's death, was the 20th of Tiberini, • ^ 
near the end of A. D. 33, (the very year of our Saviour^s death also, or, \0h 
ever, in the beginning of the next year, A. D. 34.) This Philip the telivih 
seemB to have been the best of all the posterity of Herod, for hit knre cf 
snd bii lore of Jasdee. 
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Tibemis, afler he had been tetrarch of Trachonitis and Gau- 
hotisy and of the nation of the Bataneans also, thirty-seven 
jeara. He bad showed himself a person of moderation and 
quietness in the conduct of his life and government ; he con^ 
aCantly lived in that country which was subject to him ;* he 
used to make his progress with a few chosen friends ; his 
tribunal also, on which he sat in judgment, followed him in 
his progress ; and when any one met him who wanted his 
assistance, he made no delay, but had his tribunal set down 
immediately, wheresoever he happened to be, and sat down 
upon it, and heard his complaint; he there ordered the guilty 
to^t were convicted to be punished, and absolved those that 
had been accused unjustly. He died at Julias ; and when he 
was carried to that monument which he had already erected 
lor himself beforehand, he was buried with great pomp. 
His principality Tiberius took, for he left no sons behind him, 
and added it to the province of Syria ; but gave order that 
the tributes which arose from it should be collected, and laid 
up in that his tetrarchy. 



CHAP. V. 



Berod the tetrarch makes war with Aretaa^ the King of Arct- 
Ua, and is beaten by him; as also concerning the death of 
John the Baptist ; how Vitellius went up to Jerusalem ; to- 
cher with some account ofAgrippa, and of the posterity of 
Merod the Great. 

S 1. About this time Aretas, the king of Arabia Petrea, and 
Herod, had a quarrel on the account following :— -Herod the 
tetrarch had married the daughter of Aretas, and had lived 
with ber a great while ; but when he was once at Rome, he 
lodged with Herod,-f who was his brother indeed, but not by 
Ike same mother ; for this Herod was the son of the high 

E'est Simon^s daughter. However, he fell in love with 
^rodias, this last Herod^s wife, who was the daughter of 

* An excellent example this. 

^ This Herod seems to haye had the additional name of PhiHp^ as Antipas 
IMS named HerodmAnUpat ; and as Antipas and Antipater seem to be in a man- 
BflK the very same name, yet were the names of two sons of Herod the Great ; 
n might Philip the tetrarch and this Herod-Philip be two different sons of the 
stme father, all which Grotius observes on Matt. xiy. 3. Nor was it, as I agree 
with Giotius and others of the learned, Philip the tetrarch, but this Herod- 
Ailm, whose wife Herod the tetrarch had married, and that in her first hus« 
biBd'a lifetime, and when her first husband had issue by her ; for which adul- 
taoDi and incestuous marriage, John the Baptist justly reproved Herod the te- 
tereh, and for which reproof Salome, the daughter of Herodias, by her first 
habaad Herod-P^p, who was itill alire, occMiotted him to be unjustly be- 

kiidad 
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Aristobuius Ihar brother, and the sister of Agnffjptk iStm 
Qreat. This man ventured to talk to her about a marriage be- 
tween them, which address, when she admitted, an agreement 
was made for her to change her habitation, and come to him 
as soon as he should return from Rome : one article of this 
marriage also was this, that he should divorce Aretas^s 
daughter. So Antipas, when he had made this agreement, 
sailed to Rome ; but when he bad done there the business 
he went about, and was returned again, his wife having dis- 
covered the agreement he had made with Herodias, and 
having learned it before he had notice of her knowledge of 
the whole design, she desired him to send her to Macheras, 
which is a place in the borders of the dominions of Pretas 
and Herod, without informing him of any of her intentions. 
Accordingly Herod sent her thither, as thinking his wife had 
not perceived any thing; now she had sent a good while before 
to Macherus, which was subject to her rather, and so all 
things necessary for her journey were made ready for her by 
the general of Aretas's army ; and by that means she soon 
came into Arabia, under the conduct of the several generals, 
who carried her from one to another successively ; and she 
soon came to her father, and told him of Herod^s intentions. 
So Aretas made this the first occasion of his enmity between 
liim and Herod, who had also some quarrel with him about 
their limits at the country of Gremalitis. So they raised 
armies on both sides, and prepared for war, and sent their 
^nerals to fight instead ot themselves ; and when they had 
joined battle, all Herod''s army was destroyed by the treachery 
of some fugitives, who, though they were of the tetrarchy of 
Philip, ioined with HenK^s army. So Herod wrote about 
these afiairs to Tiberius, who being very angry at the attempt 
made by Aretas, wrote to Vitellius, to make war upon him, 
and either to take him alive, and bring him to him in bonds, 
or to kill him, and send him his head. This was the chargji 
that Tiberius gave to the president of Syria. 

3. Now some of the Jews thought that the destruction of 
Herod's army came from God, and that very justly as a pu- 
nishment of what he did against John, that was called the 
Baptist; for Herod slew him, who was a good man, and 
commanded the Jews to exercise virtue, both as to rigbte* 
ousness towards one another, and piety towards God, and so 
to come to baptism : for that the washmg fwith water] would 
be acceptable to him, if they made use of it, not in order to 
the putting away [or the remission] of some sins [only], but 
for the purification of the body : supposing still that the soul 
was thoroughly purified beforehand by righteousness. Now 
when f many] others came in crowds about him, for they were 
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fiicady moYed [or plowed] by bearing bis words, Herod, who 
Mfured lest the great influence Jobn bad over the people^ 
m^l put it into his power and inclination to raise a rebel- 
lioQ (for they seemed ready to do any thing he might advise), 
thought it jbiest, by putting him to deatb, to prevent any mis- 
chief be might cause, and not luring himself into difficulties^ 
far aparing a man who might make him repent of it when it 
snould be too late. Accordingly he wa^sent a prisoner, out 
of Herod^a suspicious temper, to Macherus, the castle I be- 
finre mentioned, and was there put to death. Now the Jews 
had an opinion that the destruction of this army was sent aa 
a ponishment upon Herod, and a mark of God s displeasure 
tobim. 

S. So Vitellius prepared to make war with Aretas, having 
with him two legions of armed men ^ he also took with him 
all those of light armature, and of the horsemen which bo- 
longed to them, and were drawn out o£ those kingdoms which 
were under the Romans, and made haste for Petra, and came 
to Ptolemais,, But as be was marching very busily, and lead-* 
ing his army through Judea, the principal men met him, and 
dcriced that he would not thus march through their land ; for 
that the laws of their country would not permit them to over- 
look those images which were brought into it, of which there 
were a great many in their ensgns ; so be was persuaded by 
what they said, and changed that resolution of his, which lie 
had before taken in that matter. Whereujpon he ordered the 
army to march along the great [dain, while he himself, with 
Herod the tetrarch, and bis friends, went up to Jerusalem to 
offier ^sacrifice to Grod— an andent festival of the Jews being 
then just approiaching ; and when be had been there, an4 
been honourably entertained by the multitude of the Jews, he 
made a stay there for three days, within which time he de« 

C'ved Jonathan of the high-priesthood, and gave it to his 
>ther Theophilus. But when on the fourth d^, letters 
aune to him, which informed bim of the death of Tiberius, 
be obliged the multitude to take an oath of fidelity to C^us ; 
be also recalled his army, and made them every one go 
borne, and take their winter quarters there, since, upon the 
devolution of the empire upon Caius, he had not the tike au- 
thority of making this war which he had before. It was also 
reported, that when Aretas heard of the coming of Vitellius 
to fight him, he said, upon his consulting the diviners, that it 
was impossible that this army of Vitellius^s could enter Petra ; 
for that one of the rulers would die; either be that gave or- 
ders for the war, or he that was marching at the other^s de- 
sire, in order to be subservient to his will, or else he against 
whom this army was prepared. So YiteUius truly retired to 
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Antioch ; but Agrippa, the son of Aristobulus, went up to 
Bx>me a year before the death of Tiberius, in order to treat 
of some affairs with the emperor, if he might be permitted so 
to do. I have now a mind to describe Herod and his family, 
how it fared with them, partly because it is suitable to this 
history to speak of that matter, and partly because this thing 
is a demonstration of the interposition of Providence how a 
multitude of children is of no advantage, no more than any 
other strength that mankind set their hearts - upon, besides 
those acts of piety which are done towards God ; foi^ it hap- * 
pened, that withm the revolution of a hundred years, the 
posterity of Herod, which were a great many in number, were^ 
excepting a few, utterly destroyed.* One may well apply 
this for the instruction of mankind, and learn thence how 
unhappy they were; it will also show us the history of 
Agrippa, who, as he was a person most worthy of admiration, . 
so was he, from a private man, beyond all the expectation of 
those that knew him, advanced to great power and authority. 
I have said something of them formerly, but I shall now also 
speak accurately about them. 

4. Herod the Great had two daughters by Mariamne, the 
[grand] daughter of Hyrcanus ; the one was Salampsio, who 
was married to Phasaelus her first cousin, who was himsdf 
the son of Phasaelus, Herod^s brother ; her father making the 
match : the other was Cypros, who was herself married also 
to her first cousin Antipater, the son of Salome, Herod*f 
nster. Phasaelus had five children by Salampsio, Antipater, 
Herod, and Alexander ; and two daughters, Alexandra and 
Cypros, which last, Agrippa the son of Aristobulus married; 
ana Timius of Cyprus married Alexandra : he was a man of 
note, but had by her no children. Asrippa had by Cyprot 
two sons and three daughters, which £iughters were named 
Bemice, Mariamne, and Drusilla ; but the names of the sons 
were Agrippa and Drusus, of which Drusus died before he 
came to the years of puberty ; but their father Agrippa was 
brought up with his other brethren, Herod and Aristooulus ; 
for these were also the sons of the son of Herod the Great, 
by Bernice ; but Bemice was the daughter of Costobarus and 
of Salome, who was Herod's sister. Aristobulus left these 
infants, when he was slain by his father, together with bis 
brother Alexander, as we have already related. But when 
they were arrived at years of puberty, this Herod, the bro- 

* Whether this sudden eztinctioD of ahnost the entire lineage of Herod Um 
threat, which was very numerous, as we are both here and in the next section in- ' 
formed, was not in part as a punishment for the gross incests they were frequent- 
ly guilty of, in marrying their own nephews and nieces, well deserves to be oon^ 
fider^ See Uvit. zviil 6, 7- xxi^ 10. and Noldius. De Heiod. No. 269, 270b 
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tber of Agrippa, married Mariamne, the daughter of Oljm* 
pias, who was the daughter of Herod the king, and of Joseph, 
the son of Joseph who was brother to Heroid the king, and 
bad by her a son, Aristobulus : but Aristobulus^ the third 
brother of Agrippa, married Jotape^ the daughter of Sampsi- 

Smus, king of Emesa ;* they had a daughter who was 
^ whose name also was Jotape ; and these hitherto were 
the children of the male line. But Herodias^ their sister, 
was married to Herod [[Philip,]] the son of Herod the Great, 
who was bom of Mariamne, the daughter of Simon the high 

S'est, who had a daughter Salome ; after whose birth Hero* 
a took upon her to confound the laws of our country ; and 
diTorced herself from her husband while he was alive, and 
was married to Herod [Antipas,] her husband^s brother by 
die father^s side ; he was tetrarch of Galilee : but her daugh- 
ter Salome was married to Philip, the son of Herod, and 
tetrarch of Trachonitis; and as he died childless, Aristobulus, 
the sop of Herod, the brother of Agrippa, married her ; they 
liad three sons, Herod, Agrippa, and Aristobulus : and this 
vas the posterity of Phasaelus and Salampsio. But the 
dauffhter of Antipater by Cypres, was Cypros, whom Alexis 
Sefeias, the son of Alexis, married ; they had a daughter, 
Cypros; but Herod and Alexander, who, as we told you, 
were the brothers of Antipater, died childless. As to Alex- 
•ader, the son of Herod the king, who was slain by his father, 
' he bad two sons, Alexander and Tigranes, by the daughter 
of Ardielaus, king of Cappadocia : Tigranes, who was king 
of Armenia, was accused at Rome, and died childless; 
Alexander had a son of the same name with his brother Ti- 
granes, and was sent to take possession of the kingdom of 
Armenia by Nero : he had a son, Alexander^ who married 
Jotape,"!* the daughter of Antiochus, king of Commagena; 
Vespauan made him king of an island in Cilicia. But these 
descendants of Alexander, soon after their birth, deserted the 
Jewish religion, and went over to that of the Greeks ; but 
tat the rest of the daughters of Herod the king, it happened 
ihat they died childless. And as these descendants of Herod, 
vhom we have enumerated, were in being at the same time 
Aat Agrippa the Great took the kingdom, and I have now 
given an account of them, it now remains that I relate the 
leveral hard fortunes which befel Agrippa, and how he got 
dear of them, and was advanced to the greatest height of dig- 
nity and power. 

* Then wn omns still extant of this Emesa, as Spanheim infbnns ui . 

t Spanhciiii also infinrms as of a coin stiQ extant of this Joliqpe, danghter of 
tlw tog of Commagena. 
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Of the navigation of king Agrippa to Rome, to Tiberius CoMor ; 
and how, upon hie being autued by his ownfreedman^ he was 
bound ; how also he was set at liberty by Coins, after Tiberiu^s 
death, a$id was made king of the tetrarchy ofrhilip. 

§ 1. A LITTLE before the death of Herod the king^ Agrippa 
lived at IU»iie, and was generally brought up and conversed 
with Drusus, the emperor Tiberius^s son ; and contracted a 
friendship with Antonia, the wife of Drusus the Great, who 
had his mother Bemice in great esteem, and was very desi- 
rous of advancing her son. Now, as Agrippa was by nature 
magnanimous and generous in the presents he maae, while 
bis mother was alive, this inclination of his mind did not ap- 
pear, that he might be able to avoid her anger for such hia 
extravagance ; but when Bernice was dead, and he was left 
to his own conduct, he spent a great deal extravagantly in 
his daily way of Uving, and a great deal in the immoderate 
presents he made, and those chiefly among Csesar^s freed^ 
men, in order to gun their assistance, insomuch that he was 
in a little time reduced to poverty, and could not live at 
Rome any longer. Tiberius also rorbade the friends of his 
deceased son to. come into his sight, because on seeing them 
he should be put in mind of m& son, and his grief would 
thereby be revived. 

2. For these reasons he went away from Rome, and sailed 
to Judea, but in evil circumstances, being dejected with the 
loss of that money which he once had, and because he had 
not wherewithal to pay his creditors, who were many in num« 
ber, and such as gave him no room for escaping them. 
Whereupon he knew not what to do ; so, for shame of bis 
present condition, be retired to a certain tower, at Malatha, 
m Idumea, and had thoughts of killing himself; but his wife 
Cypros perceived his intentions, and tried all sorts of methods 
to divert him from his taking such a course : so she sent a 
letter to his sister Herodias, who was now the wife of Herod 
the tetrarch, and let her know Agrippa^s present design, and 
what necessity it was which drove him thereto, and desired 
her, as a kinswoman of his, to give him her help, and to 
engage her husband to do the same, since she saw hoW she 
alleviated these ber husband^s troubles all she could, although 
she had not the like wealth to do it withal. So they sent for 
him,and allotted him Tiberias for his habitation,and appointed 
him some income of money for his maintenance, and made 
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him a ma^strate oi that city, by way of honour to him. Yet 
did not Herod long continue in that resolution of supporting 
him^ though even that support was not suBScient for him ; for 
as once they were at a feast at Tyre, and in their cups, and 
reproaches were cast upon one another, Agrippa thought that 
was not to be borne, while Herod hit him in the teeth with 
his poverty, and with his owing his necessary food to him. 
So be went to Flaccus, one that had been consul, and had 
been a venr great friend to him at Rome formerly, and was 
now president of Syria. 

3. Hereupon Flaccus received him kindly, and he lived 
with him. Flaccus had also with him there Aristobulus, who 
was indeed Agrippa's brother, but was at variance with him ; 
jet did not their enmity to one another hinder the friendship 
of Flaccus to them lx)th, but still they were honourably 
treated by him. However, Aristobulus did not abate of his 
iU-will to Agrippa, till at length he brought him into ill terms 
^ with Flaccus : the occasion of bringing on which estrange- 
|r ment was this,— the Damascens were at difference with the 
[ iSidonians about their limits, and when Flaccus was about to 
I hear the cause between them, they understood that Agrippa 
had a mighty influence upon him ; so they desired that he 
would be of their side, and for that favour ppmised him a 
gieat deal of money ; so he was zealous in assisting the Da* 
mascens as far as he was able. Now Aristobulus had gotten 
intelligence of this promise of money to him, and , accused 
him to Flaccus of tne same ; and when, upon a thorough 
examination of the matter, it appeared plainly so to be, he 
rejected Agrippa out of the number of his friends. So he 
VIS reduced to the utmost necessity, and came to Ptolemais ; 
and because he knew not where else to get a livelihood, be 
thought to sail to Italy ; but as he was restrained from so 
dmng by want of money, he desired Marsyas, who was his 
freed-man, to find some method for procuring him so much 
as he wanted for that purpose, by borrowing such a sum of 
some person or other. So Marsyas desired of Peter, who 
was the freed-man of Bemice, Agrippa^s mother, and by the 
right of her testament was bequeathea to Antonia, to lend him 
80 much upon Agrippa^s own bond and security ; but he 
pocused Agrippa of having defrauded him of certain sums 
of money, ana so obliged Marsyas, when he made the bond 
of 20,000 Attic drachmae, to accept of 2500 drachmae* less 
than what he desired, which the other allowed of, because he 
could not help it. Upon the receipt of this money, Agrippa 

* Spanheim obseryes, that we have here an instance of the Attic quantity of 
use money, which was the eighth part of the original sum, or 12^ per cent, for 
radi ii the proportion of 2500 to 20,000. 
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came to Anthedon, and took shippiDg, and was going to set 
sail ; but Herennius Capito^ who was the procurator of Jam- 
oia, sent a band of soldiers to demand of him 300,000 drach- 
vam of silver, which were by him owing to Csesar^s treasury 
while he was at Rome, and so forced him to stay. He then 
pretended that he would do as he bid him ; but when night 
came on, he cut his cables, and went off, and sailed to Alex- 
andria, where he desired Alexander the Alabarch* to lend 
him 200^000 drachmae : but he said he would not lend it to 
him, but would not refuse it Cypros, as greatly astonished at 
her affection to her husband, and at the other instances of 
her virtue— so she undertook to repay it. Accordingly, Alex- 
ander paid them five talents at Alexandria, and promised to 
Eay him the rest of that sum atDicearchi [PuteoU] ; and this 
e did out of the fear he was in that Agrippa would soon 
spend it. So this Cvprosset her husband free, and dismissed 
him to go on with his navigation to Italy, while she and her 
children departed for Judea. 

4. And now A^ippa was come to Puteoli, whence he 
wrote a letter to Tiberius Caesar, who then lived at Caprese^ 
and told him that he was come so far in order to wait on 
him and to pay him a visit; and desired that he would give 
him leave to come over to Capreae ; so Tiberius made no 
difficulty^ but wrote to him in an obliging way in other re- 
spects, and withal told him he was glra of his safe return, 
and desired him to come to Caprese; and when he was 
come, he did not fail to treat him as kindly as he had pro- 
mised him in his letter to do. But the next day came a let- 
ter to Caesar from Herennius Capito, to inform him that 
Agrippa had borrowed 300,000 drachmae, and not paid it at 
tlie time appointed ; but^ when it was demanded of him^ he 
ran away like a fugitive^ out of the places under his govern- 
ment, and put it out of his power to get the money of him. 
When Caesar had read this letter, he was much troubled at 
it, and gave order that Agrippa should be excluded from his 
presence, until he had paid that debt : upon which he was 
no way daunted at Caesar^s anger, but entreated Antonia, the 
mother of Germanicus, and of Claudius, who was afterwards 
Ccesar himself, to lend him those 300,000 drachmae, that he , 
might not be deprived of Tiberius^s friendship; so, out of 
regard to the memory of Bemice his mother (for those two 
women were very familiar with one another), and out of regard * 
to his and Claudiuses education together, she lent him the 
money ; and, upon the payment of this debt, there was notliing 
to hinder Tiberius's friendship to him. After this, Tiberius 

* The governor of tbe Jewi there. 
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CSaesar reoommended to bim his grandson,* and ordered that 
be should always accompany him when he went abroad* 
But upon Agrippa^s kind reception by Antonia, he betook 
himself to pay his respects to Caius, who was her grandson, 
tod in very high reputation by reason of the good-will they 
hire his father. -f Now, there was one Thallus^ a freedman 
of Csesar, of whom he borrowed a million of ciachmae, anu 
thence repaid Antonia the debt he owed her; and by spend- 
ing the overplus in paying his court to Caius, became a per- 
son of great authority with him. 

& Now, as the friendship which Agrippa had for Caius 
was come to a great height, there happened some words to 
pass1)etween them, as they once were in a chariot together^ 
concerning Tiberius ; Agrippa praying [to God] (for they 
two sat by themselves) that ** Til)erius might soon go off 
the stage, and leave the government to Caius, who was in 
every respect more worthy of it." Now Eutych'!*, who was 
Agrippa^s freedman, and arove his chariot, heard tnese words, 
ai»d at that time said nothing of them ; but when Agrippa ac- 
cused him of stealing some garments of his (which was cer- 
tainly true,) he ran away from him : but when he was caught, 
and brought before Tiso, who was governor of the city, and 
the man was asked why he* ran away, he replied, that be had 
somewhat to say to Caesar, that tended to his security and 

E'eservation. So Piso bound bim, and sent him to Caprese. 
ut Tiberius, according to his usual custom, kept him still in 
bonds, being a delayer of affairs, if there ever was any other 
king or tyrant that was so ; for he did not admit ambassadors 
quickly, and no successors were dispatched away to governors 
or procurators of the provijQces, that had been formerly sent, 
unless they were dead : whence it was, that he was so negli- 
gent in hearing the causes of prisoners; insomuch, that when 
be was asked by his friends, what was the reason of his delay 
in such cases? he said, that <* he delayed to hear ambassadors, 
lest, upon their quick dismission, other ambassadors should 
be appointed, and return upon him ; and so he should bring 
trouble upon himself in their public reception and dismission : 
that he permitted those governors who had been sent once to 
their governments [to stay there a great while,] out of regard 
to the subjects that were under them ; for that all governors 
are naturally disposed to get as much as they can, and that 
those who are not to fix there, but to stay a short time, and . 
that at an uncertainty when they shall be turned out, do the 
more severely hurry themselves on to fleece the people : but 
that, if their government be long continued to them, they are 

* Tiberiiis, junior. f Gcnuaaiaii. 
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at last satiated with the spoils, as having gotten a vast deal, 
and so become at length less sharp in their pillaging ; but that, 
if successors are sent quickly, the poor subjects^ who are 
exposed to them as a prey, will not be able to bear the new 
ones, while they shall not have the same time allowed them, 
wherein their predecessors had filled themselves, and so grew 
more unconcerned about getting more ; and this because they 
are removed before they have had time [for their oppressions.] 
He gave them an example to shew his meaning : A great 
number of flies came about the sore places of a man that had 
been wounded ; upon which one of the standers-by pitied the 
snan^s misfortunes, and, thinking he was not able to drive those 
flies away himself, was going to drive them away from him ; but 
he prayed him to let tbem alone ; the other, by way of reply, 
asked him the reason of such a preposterous proceeding, m 
preventing relief from his present misery : to which he an- 
swered. If thou drivest these flies away^ thou wilt hurt me 
worse, for, aa these are already full of my blood, they do not 
erowd about me, nor pain me so much as before^ but are 
sometimes more remiss, while the fresh ones that come almost 
famished, and find me quite tired down already, will be my 
destruction. For this cause, therefore, it is, that I am myself 
careful not to send such new governors perpetually to those 
my subjects, who are already suffiinently harassed by many 
oppressions, as may, like these flies, farther distress them ; 
and so, besides their natural desire of gain, may have this ad- 
ditional incitement to it, that they expect to be suddenly de* 
prived of that pleasure which they take in it.^ And, as a far- 
ther attestation to what I say of the dilatory nature of Tiberius, 
I appeal to this his practice itself; for although he were em-* 
peror twenty-two years, he sent in all but two procurators to 
govern the nation of the Jews,Gratus, and his successor in the 
government, Pilate. Nor was he in one way of acting with 
respect to the Jews, and in another with respect to the rest of 
his subjects. He farther informed them, that even in the 
hearing df the causes of prisoners^ he made such delays, 
** because immediate death to those that must be condemned 
to die, would be an alleviation of th^r present miseries, while 
those wicked wretches have not deserved any such favour ; 
but I do it that, by. being harassed by the present calamity, 
they may undergo greater misery.^ 

6. On this account it was that Eutychus could not obtain 
an hearing, but was kept still in prison. However, some time 
afterward, Tiberius came from Caprese to Tui^culanum, which 
is about an hundred furlongs from Rome. Agrippa then de- 
sired of Antonia, that she wonld procure an bearing for Eu- 
tychus, let the matter whereof he accused him prove what it 
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would. Now Antonia was greatly esteemed by Tiberius on 
iim accounts, from the dignity of her relation to nim, who had 
been his brother Drusus^s wife, and from her eminent chas- 
tity ;* for though she were still a younff woman, she conti- 
nued in her widowhood, and refused all other matches, al- 
though Augustus had enjoined her to be married to somebody 
else : yet did she all along preserve her reputation free from 
reproach. She had also been the greatest benefactress to 
Tiberius, when there was a very dangerous plot laid against 
him by Sejanus^ a man who had been her husband^s friend, 
and who had the greatest authority, because he was general 
of the army, and when many members of the senate, and many 
<^ the freedmen joined with him, and the soldiery was cor- 
rupted, and the plot was come to a great height Now Se- 
janus had certainly gained his point, had not Antonia's bold- 
ness been more wisely conducted than Sejanus^s malice; for 
when she had discovered his designs against Tiberius, she 
wrote him an exact account of the whole, and gave the letter 
to Pallas, the most faithful of her seryants, and sent him to 
Caprese to Tiberius, who, when he understood it, slew Sejanus 
ana his confederates ; so that Tiberius, who had her in great 
esteem before, now looked upon her with still greater respect, 
and depended upon her in all things. So, when Tiberius 
was d^red by this Antonia to examine Eutychus, he an- 
swered, <^ If indeed Eutychus had falsely accused Agrippa 
in what he had said of him, he hath had sufficient puni^ 
ment by what I have done to him already ; but if, upon ex* 
amioation, the accusation appears to be true, let Agrippa 
have a care, lest, out of desire of punishing his freedraan, 
he do not rather bring a punishment upon himself.^ Now 
when Antonia told Agrippa of this, he was still much more 

* This hig^ oommendation of Antonis for marrying but once, givoD here, 
and flupported dtewbere, Antiq. B. xyii. eh. ziiL sect. 4, toL ii. and thia not- 
wishflkttidiiig the •trongesk temptations, ihovs how honoorable single marxiagai 
were both among the Jews and Bomans, in the days of Josepbus and of die 
iq^OBtles, and takes away much of that surprise which the modern Protestants 
Iwre at those laws of the apostles, where no widows, but those who had been 
Uie mirm of ome hmUmd otJy, ar« taken into the churcfa«list; and no bisbMi^ 
pricBtB, or deaoons, are allowed to marry more than once, without leaving off t9 
officiate as clergymen any longer. See Luke ii. 86. 1 Tim. y. 11, 12. iii, 2| 
12. Tit. i. 6. Constitut. Apost. B. it sect. 1, 2. B. vi sect 17. Can. B. zvit 
Grat in Loe. iL 3S. and Respons. ad. Consult. Cassand. p. 44. and Cotelet hi 
ConatitiU. B. vi* sect 17* And note, that TertuUian owns this law* 

r'nst second marriages of the clergy, had been once at least executed in 
time ; and heavily complains elsewhere, that the breach thereof had not 
htm «lways punished by the Gathc^es, as it ought to have been. Jerom, speak* 
iig of the iU reputation of matxying twice, says, that no such person oonld be 
dbosen into ike. dengy in his di^s ; which Augustine testifies also ; and for £pi« 
phanius, rather earuor, he is dear and full to the same purpose, and says, that 
mm obtained over the whole CatfaoMe church in Us days : as the plaost in the 
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pres^Dg that the matter might be examined into ; so Anto* 
nia, upon Agrippa^s lying hard at her continually to beg thit 
favour, took the following opportunity : as Tiberius once ]ay 
at his ease upon his sedan, and was carried about, and Caiua 
her grandson and Agrippa were before him after dinner, she 
walked by the sedan^ and desired him to call Eutychus, and 
have him examined : to which he replied, *< O Antonia, the 
gods are my witnesses, that I am induced to do what I am 
going to do, not by my own inclination, but because I am 
forc^ to it by thy prayers.^ When he had said this, he or- 
dered Macro, who succeeded Sejanus, to bring Eutychus to 
him ; aocordinsly^ without'^any delay, he was brought Then 
Tiberius asked him, what he had to say against a man who 
had given him his liberty ? Upon which he said, *^ O, my lord, 
this Caius, and Agrippa with him^ were once riding in a cha- 
riot, when I sat at their feet, and among many other dii^ 
courses that passed^ Agrippa said to Caius, O that the day 
would once come, when this old fellow will die, and name 
thee for the governor of the habitable earth ! for then thb* 
Tiberius, his grandson, would be no hindrance^ but would 
be taken off by thee, and that earth would be happy, and I 
happy alM>.^ Now Tiberius took tliese to be truly Agrippa't 
words, and bearing a grudge withal at Agrippa, because, when 
he had commanded him to pay his respects to Tiberius, his 
grandson, and the son of Drusus, Agrippa had not paid him 
that respect, but disobeyed his commands, and transferred 
all his regard to Caius ; he said to Macro, *^ Bind this 
man.^ But Macro, not distinctly knowing which of tliem it 
was whom he bid him bind, and not expecting that he would 
have any such thing done to Agrippa, he forbore, and came 
to ask more distinctly what it was that he said ? But when 
Caesar had gone round the hippodrome, he found Agrippa 
standing : ^* For certain,^ said he, <* Macro, this is the man 
I meant to have bound.^ And when he still asked, <* Which 
of these is to be bound ?^ he said, ** Agrippa.^ Upon which 
Agrippa betook himself to make supplication for himself, 
putting him in mind of his son, witli whom he was brought 
up, and of Tiberius (his grandson) whom he had educated ; 
but ail to no purpose ; for they led him about bound even 
in his purple garments. It was also very hot weather, and 
they had out little wine to their meal, so that he was very 
thirsty ; he was also in a sort of agony, and took this treat- 
ment of him heinously; as he therefore, saw one of Caius^i 
•laves, whose name was Thaumastus, carrying some-water in 
a vessel, he desired that he would let him dnnk ; so the ser- 
vant gave him some water to drink, and he drank heartily, 
and said^ << O thou boy, this service of thine to me will be 
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fior tby advantage ; for, if I' once get clear of these my bonds^ 
I will soon procure thee thy freedom' of Caius, who has not 
been wanting to minister to me now I am in bonds^ in the 
sune manner as when I was in my former state and dig* 
Dity.7 Nor did he deceive him in what he promised him, 
but made him amends for what he had now done ; for, when 
afterward Agrippa was come to the kingdom, he took parti- 
cular care of Thaumastus, and got him his liberty from Caius, 
and made him the steward over his own estate : and when 
be died, he left him to Agrippa his son, and to Bernice his 
daughter, t6 minister to them in the same capacity. The 
man also grew old in that honourable post, and therein died. 
But all this happened a good while later. 

7. Now Agrippa stood in his bonds before the royal palace, 
lod leaned on a cerUiin tree for grief, with many others who 
were in bonds also ; and as a certain bird sat upon the tree 
on which Agrippa leaned (the Romans call this bird bubo)^ 
[an owl] ; one of those that were bound, a German by na- 
tion, saw him, and asked a soldier who that man in purple 
was ? and when he was informed that his name was Agrippa, 
and that he was by nation a Jew^ and one of the principal 
men of that nation, he asked leave of the soldier to whom he 
was bound,* to let him come nearer to him, to speak with 
bim ; for that he had a mind to inquire of him about some 
things relating to his copntry. Which liberty when he had 
obtained, and as he stood near bim, he said thus to him by 
ta interpreter, that ^^ this sudden change of thy condition, O 
oung man, is grievous to thee, as bringing on thee a mani- 
bkl and very great adversity : nor wilt thou believe me, when 
I fortel how thou wilt get clear of this misery which thou 
art now under, and how Divine Providence will provide for 
tbee. Know, therefore (and I appeal to my own country 
gods, as well as to the gods of this place, who have awarded 
these bonds to us), that all I am going to say about thy con- 
cerns, shall neither be said for favour nor bribery, nor out of 
an endeavour to make thee cheerful without cause ; for such 
predictions, when they come to fail, make the grief at last, 
and in earnest, more bitter than if the party had never heard 
of any such thing. However, though I run the hazard of my 
own self, I think it fit to declare to thee the prediction of the 
gods. It cannot be that thou shouldest long continue in these 
bonds ; but thou wilt soon be delivered from them, and wilt 
be promoted to the highest dignity and power, and thou wilt 
be envied by all those who now pity thy hard fortune ; and 

* Dr Hudwn here takes notice, out of Seneca, Epistle v. that this was the cus- 
tom of Tiberius, to couple the prisoner and the soldier that guarded him to- 
gelfaer in ^e same chain. 
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thou wilt be happy till thy death, and wilt leave that thuie 
happiness to the children whom thou shalt have. But dd 
thou remembery wheii thou seest this bird again, that thoa . 
wilt then live but five days longer. This event will be 
brought to pass by that God who hath sent this bird hither 
to be a sign unto thee. And I cannot but think it unjust to 
onceal from thee what I foreknow concerning thee, that, 
by thy knowledge beforehand what hap[Hness is coming opoQ 
tbee^ thou mayst not regard thy present misfcx'tunes. !But, 
when this happiness shall actually befal thee^ do not forget 
what misery I am in myself, but endeavour to deliver iDe^^ 
So, when the German had said this, he made Agrippa laugh 
at him as much as he afterwards appeared worthy of admim* 
tion. But now Antoniatook Agrippa^s misfortune to heart; 
however, to speak to Tiberius on his behalf, she took to bl 
a very difiicult thing, and indeed quite impracticable, as It^ 
any nope of success : yet did she procure of Macro, that thi 
soldiers that kept him should be of a gentle nature, and tlMl 
the centurion who was over them, and was to diet with biai»j 
should be of the same disposition ; and that he might baWj 
leave to bathe himself every day, and that his freedmen 9mt', 
friends might come to him, and that other things that tei 
to ease him might be indulged him. So his friend Silas 
in to him, and two of his freedmen, Marsyas and St( 
brought him such sorts of food as he was fond of, and ind< 
took great care of him ; they also brought him garments, 
der pretence of selling them^ «nd, when night came on, 
laid them under him ; and the soldiers assisted them, as Ma^ 
cro had given them order to do beforehand. And this 
Agrippa^s condition for six months time, and in this oui 
were his affairs. 

8. But for Tiberius, upon his return to Capres, he AlT* 
sick. At first his distemper was but gentle; biit^ «8 dnit^ 
distemper increased upon him, be had small or no hopes of 
recovery. Hereupon he bid Euodus, who was that freed^ 
man whom he most of all respected, to bring the childreg*^ ; 
to him ; .for that he wanted to talk to them before he dxei^ 
Now he had at present no sons of his own alive ; for DrusuSi' 
who was his only son, was dead ; but Drusus^s son Tibeiiui. 
was still living; whose additional name was GemeUus : tbn« 
was also living Caius, the son of Germanious, who was fknt. 
sonf of his brother [Dr^isus]. He was now grown up, mtA 
had had a liberal education, and was well improved by it| 
and was in esteem and favour with the people on account ^ 

* Tiberias his own grandson, and Caius his brother Diusub's grandson, 
i" So I correct Josephus's copy, which calls Germanicus his brother, who 
his brother^s son. 
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excellent character of his father Germanicus, who had 
ined the highest honour among the multitude, by the 
Bess of his virtuous behaviour^ by the easiness and agree- 
oess of his conversing with the multitude^ and because 
£^ity he was in did not hinder his familiarity with them 
18 if they were his equals ; by which behaviour he was 
Mily greatly esteemed by the people and the senate, but 
▼ery one of those nations that were subject .to the Ro- 
i; some of which were affected, when they came to him, 
the gracefulness of their reception by him, and others 
affected in the same manner by the report of the others 
had been with him ; and upon his death there was a 
otation made by all men ; not such a one as was to be 
^ in way of flattery to their rulers, while they did but 
terfeit sorrow, but such as was real ; while every body 
ed at his death, as if they had lost one that was near 
m. And truly such had been his easy conversation 
men, that it turned greatly to the advantage of his son 
^ all ; and, among others, the sdidiery were so pecu- 
r affected to him, that they reckoned it an eligible thing, 
ed were, to die themselves, if he might but attain to the 
mnent. 

But when Tiberius had given order to Euodus to bring 
faiidren to him the next day in the morning, he prayed 
I Country gods to show him a manifest signal, which of 
i children should come to the government ; being very . 
oas to leave it to his son^s son, but still depending upon 
God should foreshow concerning them, more than upon 
wn opinion and inclination : so he made this to be the 
ly that the government should be left to him who should 
to him first the next day. When he had <thus resolved 
himself, he sent to his grandson^s tutor, and ordered 
x> bring the child to him early in the morning, as sup- 
g that God would permit him to be made emperor. 
God proved opposite to his designation ; for while Ti- 
ft was thus contriving matters, and as soon as it was at 
vj, he bid Euodus to call in that child which should be 
ready. So he went out, and found Caius before the 
for Tiberius was not yet come, but stud waiting for his 
iiEist ; for Euodus knew nothing of what his lord in- 
d ; 80 he said to Caius, *^ Thy father calls thee,'" and 
brought him in. As soon as Tiberius saw Caius, and 
efore, he reflected on the power of God, and how the 
f of bestowing the government on whom he would, was 
ij taken from him ; and thence he was not able to es- 
h what he had intended. So he greatly lamented that 
lower of establishing what he had before coutxvved \va.% 
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taken from him, and that his grandson Tiberius was notQoIjr 

to lose the Roman empire by this fatality, but his own safety 

also, because his preservation would now depend upon swm 

as would be more potent than himself, who would thitik itm. 

thing not to be borne, that a kinsman shoirld live with hiniy' 

and so his relation would not be able to protect him : but at' 

would be feared and hated by him who had the supreo^^- 

authority, partly on account of his being next to the empire^ 

and partly on account of his perpetually contriving to get 

the government, both in order to preserve himself, and to be 

at the head of affairs also. Now Tiberius had been veij' 

much given to astrology,* and calculation of the nativiti^- 

and had spent his life iu the esteem of what predictions had- 

proved true, more t{ian those whose profession it was. Aoti 

cordingl3r, when he once saw Galba coming in to him, hc) 

said to his most intimate friends, that <^ there came in a matj 

that would one day have the 'dignity of the Roman empire/i 

So that this Tiberius was more addicted to all such sorts dC 

diviners than any other of the Roman emperors, because bft 

had found them to have told him truth in his own affairi 

And indeed he was now in great distress upon this nccideii; 

that had befallen him, and was vevy much grieved at thede^ 

struction of his son^s son, which he foresaw and complaiofsl 

of himself, that he should have made use of such a metM 

of divination beforehand, while it was in his power to bxfi 

jdied without ^rief by this knowledge of futurity ; whereas 

was now tormented by his foreknowledge of the misforti 

of such as were dearest to him, and must die under that i 

ment. Now, although he were disordered at this u 

pected revolution of the government to those for whom 

did not intend it, he spake thus to Caius, though unwillinj^j^ 

and against his own inclination : *^ O child ! although TiWr 

riu3 be nearer related to me than thou art, I, by my own de-" 

termination, and the conspiring suff*rage of the gods, do givPi' 

and put into thy hand, the Roman empire ; and I desire tbea. 

never to be unmindful when thou coraest to it, either of IDJI: 

kindness to thee, who set thee in so high a* dignity, or of thy-, 

relation to Tiberius. But as thou knowest that I am, togethtf' 

with, and after the gods, the procurer of so great .happinefll« 

to thee, so I desire that thou wilt make me a return for my: 

readiness to assist thee, and will take care of Tiberius because* 

of his near relation to thee. Besides which thou art to kndW,- 

that, while Tiberius is alive, he will be a security to thee, 

both as to empire and as to thy own preservation ; but, if 

he die, that will be but a prelude to thy own misfortunes; 

* This is a known thing among. the Roman historians and poets, that'TQfC- 
riiu was greatly, pren to astiology and dWioAtion. 
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fer, to be alone^ under the weight of such vast affairs, is very 
' dangerous ; nor will the gods suffer those actions which are 
unjustly done, contrary to that law which directs men to act 
otherwise, to go off unpunished.^ This was the speech which 
Tiberius made, which did not persuade Caius to act accord- 
ingly, although he promised so to do ; but, when he was set. 
lied on the government, he took off this Tiberius, as was pre- 
ficted by the other Tiberius ; as he was also himself in no 
bog time afterward slain by a secret plot laid against him. 

10. So when Tiberius had at this time appointed Caius to 
he his successor, he outlived but a few days, and then died, 
after he had held the government twenty-two years five months 
aod three days : now Caius was the fourth emperor. But 
when the Romans understood that Tiberius was dead, they 
fejoiced at the good news, but had not courage to believe 
it; not, because they were unwilling it should be true — for 
Ihey would have given large sums of money that it might 
be Bo,*^— but because they were afraid that if they had showed 
their joy when the news proved false, their joy should be 
openly Known, and they should be accused i'or it, and be 
thereoy undone. For this Tiberius had brought a vast num- 
ber of miseries on the best families of the Romans, since he 
wu easily inflamed with passion in all cases, and was of such 
a temper as rendered his anger irrevocable till he had exe- 
cnted the same, although he had taken a hatred against men 
without reason ; for he was by nature fierce in all the sen- 
tences he gave, and made death the penalty for the slightest 
offences; insomuch that when the Romans heard the rumouv 
about his death gladly, they were restrained from the enjoy- 
flient of that pleasure, by the dread of such miseries as they 
fcresaw would follow, if their hopes proved ill grounded. 
Now Marsyas, Agrippa's freedman, as soon as he heard of 
Tiberius's death, came running to tell Agrippa the news; 
and finding him going out to the bath, he gave him a nod, 
ind said in the Hebrew tongue, '* The lion* is dead ;'^ who, 
understanding his meaning, and bging overjoyed at the news, 
** Nay,'' said he, • ** but iEiU sorts of thanks and happiness at- 
tend thee for this news of thine ; only I wish that what thou 
nyest may prove true.*^ Now the centurion, who was set to 
kftep Agrippa, when he saw with what haste Mars^s came, 
aocl what joy Agrippa had from what he said^ he had a, sus- 
picion that his words implied some great innovation of aflairs, 
and he asked them about what was said. They at first di- 

* This xuune of a lion is often given to tyrants, especially by the Jews, such 
ai Agrippa, and probably his freedman ]\larsya8, in effect, were, f zek* xix. 
1—9. &th. xiv. 13. 2^Tim. iv. 17. They are also sometimes compared to, or 
mrMented by, wild beasts, of which the lion is the principal. Dan. viu 3-^8. 
Apoc. xiiL 1 , S. ) . >- 



N - 



86 ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS, B. XVUL 

verted the discouree ; but upon his farther pressing, Agrippt, 
without more ado, told htm, for he was already become ms 
friend ; so he joined with him in that pleasure which this 
news occasioned, because it would be fortunate to Agrippt 
and made him a supper. But as they were feasting, Mid 
the cups went about, there came one wno said, that << Tibe- 
rius was still alive, and would return to the city in a few daja,** 
At which news the centurion was exceedingly troubled^ b^ 
cause he had done what might cost him his life, to have treats 
ed so joyfully a prisoner, and this upon the news of the death 
of Caesar; so he thrust Agrippa from the couch whereon he ^ 
lay, and said, << Dost thou think to cheat me by a lie about 
the emperor, without punishment ? And shalt' not thou jm 
for this thy malicious report, at the price of thine head r 
When he nad so said, he ordered Agrippa to be bound agui 
(for he had loosed him before,) and kept a severer guard over 
him than formerly, and in that evil condition was Agripfii 
that night ; but the next day the rumour imreased in the citTi 
and confirmed the news tliat Tiberius was certainly dead; 
insomuch that men durst now openly and freely talk about 
it ; nay, some ofiered sacrifices on that account. Sevenl 
letters also came from Caius, one of them to the senate 
which informed them of the death of Tiberius, and ofjui 
own entrance on the gjovernment ; another to Piso, the flo* 
vemor of the city, which told him the same thing. He i3n 
gave order that Agrippa should be removed out of the ctmjf^ 
and go to that house where he lived, before be was put a 
prison ; so that he was now out of fear as to his own aflaiit; 
for although he were still in custody, yet was it now with 
ease to his own afiSsurs. Now a^ soon as Cdius was conoe ti> | 
Rome, and had brought Tiberius^s dead body with him^ aael ! 
had made a sumptuous funeral for him, according to the 
laws of his country, he was much disposed to set Agrippa at: 
liberty that very day, but Antonia hindered him; not out of 
any ill will to the prisoner, but out of regard to decency in 
Caius, lest that should make men believe that he received the 
death of Tiberius with pleasure, when he Idbsed one whom 
he bound immediately. However, there did not many days 
pass ere he sent for him to his house, and had him shaved, 
and made him change his raiment, after which he put a dia* 
dem upon bis head, and appointed him to be king of the te* 
trarchy of Philip. He also gave him the tetrarchy of Lysa> 
nias,* and changed his iron chain for a golden one of equal 
weight. He also sent Marullus to be procurator of Judea. 

* Although Caius now promised to give Agrippa the tetrarchy of Lysaniat^ 
yet it was not all actually conferred upon him till tbe reign of Claudiua, at we 
ieern, Antiq. B. xix. ch. z. sect 1, vol. iii. 
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11. Now in the second year of the reign of Caius Csesar^ 
Agrippa desired leave to be given him to sail home, and set-* 
tie the affairs of his government, and he promised to return 
again, when he had put the rest in order, as it ought to be 
put* SOf upon the emperor^s permission, he came into his 
own country} and appeared to them all unexpectedly as a 
kingy and th^eby demonstrated to the men that saw him, the 
power of fortune, when they compared his former poverty 
widi his present happy affluence ; so some called him a happy 
OMDp and others could not well believe that things were so 
Bucli changed with him for the better. 



CHAP. VII. 

How Herod the tetrarch was banished. 

I ]• But Herodias, Agrippa^s sister^ who now lived as wife 
lo fliat Herod who was tetrarch of Galilee and Perea, took 
thb authority of her brother in an envious manner, particu- 
larty when she saw that he had a greater dignity bestowed on 
him than her husband had ; since, when he ran away, it was 
because he was in a way of dignity, and of great good for- 
tune. She was therefore grieved, and much displeased at so 
great a mutation of his affairs, and chiefly when she saw him 
BMrching among the multitude with the usual ensigns of royal 
authority, she was not able to conceal how miserable she was, 
by reason Ot the envy she had towards him ; but she excited 
lier husband, and desired him that he would sail to Rome to 
oourt honours equal to his : for she said, that <^ she could 
not bear to live any longer, while Agrippa, the son of that 
Aristobulus who was condemned to die by his father, one 
that came to her husband in such extreme poverty, that the 
necessaries of life were forced to be entirely supplied him day 
by day ; and when he fled away from his creoitors by sea, 
he now returned a king ; while he was himself the son of a 
Ung, and while the near relation he bare to royal authority, 
eaflid upon him to gain the like dignity^ he sat still, and was 
contented with a privater life. But then, Herod, although 
thou wast formerly not concerned to be in a lower condition 
than thy father, from whom thou wast derived, had been ; 
et do thou now seek after the dignity which thy kinsman 
th attained to ; and do not thou bear this contempt, that 
a man who admired thy riches should be in greater honour 
than thyself, nor suffer his poverty to show itself able to pur- 
chase greater things than our abundance, nor do thou esteem 
it other than a shameful thing to be inferior to one who, the 
other day, lived upon thy charity. But let us go to Kome*^ 
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and let us spure no pains nor expenses^ either of silyer- or 
gold^ since they cannot be kept for any better use than tx 
the obtaining of a kinsdom.^ 

8. But for Herod, he opposed her request at this time, out 
of the love of ease^ and having a suspicion of the trouble he 
should have at Rome ; so he tried to instruct her better. But 
the more she saw him draw back, the more she pressed bin 
to it, and desired him to leave no stone unturned in order to 
be king: and at last she left not off till she engaged hinij 
whether he would or not^ to be of her sentiments, because 
he could no otherwise avoid her importunity. So he got all 
things ready, after as sumptuous a manner as he was able, 
and spared for nothing, and went up to Rome, and took He- 
rodias along with him. But Agrippa, when he was made 
sensible of their intentions and preparations, he also prepared 
to go thither ; and as soon as he heard they set sail, he sent 
Fortunatus, one of his freedmen, to Rome, to carry presents 
to the emperor, and letters against Herod, and to give Cains 
a particular account pf those matters, if he should have an 
opportunity. This man followed Herod so quick^ and bad 
so prosperous a voyage, and came so little after Herod, that 
while Herod was with Caius he came himself, and delivered 
his letters ; for they both sailed to Dicearchia, and found 
Caius at Raise, which is itself a little city of Campania, at die 
distance of about five furlongs from Dicearchia. There are 
in that, place royal palaces, with sumptuous apartments^ every 
emperor still endeavouring to outdo his predecessor's, mag^ 
nificence ; the place also affords warm baths, that spring out 
of the ground of their own accord, which are of advantage 
for the recovery of the health of those that make use of them, 
and besides, they minister to men's luxury also. Now Caius 
jBalutcd Herpd, for he first met with him, and then looked 
upon the letters which Agrippa had sent him, and which were 
written in order to accuse Herod ; wherein he accused him, 
that he had been in confederacy with Sejanus, against Tibe- 
riui^s government, and that he was now confederate with 
Artabanus the king of Parthia, in opposition to the govern- 
ment of Caius; as a demonstration* of which he alleged, 
that he had armour sufficient for seventy thousand men ready 
in his armoury. Caius was moved at this information, and 
asked Herod whether what was said about the armour was 
true : and when he confessed there was such armour there, 
for he could not deny the same, the truth of it being notori- 
ous, Caius took that to be a sufiicient proof of the accusa- 
tion, that he intended to revolt. So he took away from him 
bis tetrarchy^ and gave it by way of addition to Agrippa*a 
kingdom ; he also gave Herod's money to Agrippa ; and, by 
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way of punishment, awarded him a perpetual banishment^ and 
appointed Lyons^ a city of Gaul, to be his place of habitation. 
But- when he was inrormed that Herodias was Agrippa*8 
sister, he made her a present of what money was her own, 
and told her, that <* it was her brother who prevented her 
being put under the same calamity with her husband.^ But 
she made this reply ; <* Thou, incieed^ O emperor, actest after 
a magnificent manner, and as becomes thyself in what thou 
offereat me; but the kindness which I haye for my husband 
biiklers roe from partaking of the favour of thy gin ; for it is 
sot just, that I, who have been made a partner in his prospe- 
rity, should forsake him in his misfortunes.^ Hereupon Caius 
was angry at her, and sent her with Herod into banishment, 
and gave her estate to Agrippa. And thus did God punish 
Herodias for her envy at her brother, and Herod also for 
giving ear to the vain discourses of a woman. Now Caius 
managed public afiairs with great magnanimity during the 
first and second years of his reign^ and behaved himself with 
aueh moderation that he gained the good-will of the Romans 
themselves, and of his other subjects. But in process of time 
he went beyond the bounds of human nature, in his conceit 
of himself, and, by reason of the vastness of his dominions, 
made himself a god, and took upon himself to act in all 
things to the reproach of the deity itself. 



CHAP. VIII. 

§ 

Concerning the emboisage* of the Jews to Catus ; and how Cahu 
sent Petrontus into Syria to make war against the Jews, ten. 
leaf they wotdd receive his statue, 

S 1. There was now a tumult arisen at Alexandria^ between 
the Jewish inhabitants and the Greeks ; and three ambassa- 
iartrf were chosen out of each party that were at variance, 

* This is a most remarkable chapter, as eontaining snch instances of the inter- 
poatioD of PioWdenoe, as have been always very rare among the other idolatrous 
nations, but of old very.many 'among the posterity of Abraham, the worshippers of 
die tme Ood ; nor do these seem much inferior to those in the Old Testament, 
wfakh are the more remarkable, because, among all their other follies and vices, 
te Jews were not at this time idolaters ; and the deliyerances here mentioned, 
done in order to prevent their relapse into that idolatry. 

-f Josephns here assures us, that the ambassadors from Alexandria to Caius 
on each*part no more Uian three in number, for the Jews and for the 
Gentiles, which are but six in all ; whereas Philo, who was the principal am- 
baasado) from the Jews, as Josephus here confesses (as was Apion, for the Gen- 
tUcs,) says, the Jews* ambassadors were themselves no fewer than five, towards 
the end of his legation to Caius ; which, if there be no mistake in the copies, 
most be supposed the truth ; nor, in that case, would Josephus have contradicted 
■Q authentic a witness, had he seen that account of Philo^s^ whidi, that he ever 
ittdy does not appear. \ 
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who came to Caius. Now one of these ambassadors frooi 
the people of Alexandria was Apion, who uttered manyUaih 
phemies affunst the Jews ; and among other things that lie 
said, he charged them with neglecting the honours th^t he* 
longed to Caesar ; for that while all wno were subject to tiba 
Roman emjMre built altars and temples to Caius, and in other 
regards umversallj reoeired him as they received the gods; 
these^ Jews alone thought it a dishonourable thing for tbcm 
to erect statues in honour of him, as well as to swear bj hk 
name. Many of these severe things were said by Apion^by 
which he hoped to provoke Caius to anger at the Jews^ asliei 
was likely to be ; but Philo, the principal of the Jewidi 
ambassage, a man eminent on all accounts, brother to Alex^ 
ander* the alabarch, and one not unskilful in philosophy, was 
ready to betake himself to make his defence against those 
accusations ; but Caius prohibited him, and bid mm begone* 
he was also in such a rage that it openly appeared he was 
about to do them some very great miscliief. So Philo being 
thus a£Fronted went out, and said to those Jews who wote 
about him, that *< they should be of good courage^ since 
Caius^s words indeed showed anger at them, but in reality 
had already set God against himself.** 

3. Hereupon Caius, taking it very heinously that he should 
be thus despised by the Jews alone, sent Petroniua to be 

1)resident of Syria, and successor in the government to Vitel- 
ius, and gave iiim order to make an invasion into Judea, with 
a great body of troops, and if they would admit of his statue 
willingly, to erect it in the temple of God ; but if they weie 
obstinate, to conquer them by war, and then to do it. Ac- 
cordingly Petronius took the government of Syria, and made 
haste to obey Csesar^s epistle. He got together as great a 
number of auxiliaries as he possibly could, and tome with 
him two legions of the Roman army, and came to Ptolemius^ 
and there wintered, as intending to set about the war in the 
spring. He also wrote word to Caius what he had resolved 
to do, who commended him for his alacrity, and ordered him 
to go on, and to make war with them, in case they would not 
obey his commands. But there came many ten thousands of 
the Jews to Petronius to Ptolemais, to offer their petitions to 
him, that ** he would not compel them to transgress and vio*- 
late the law of their forefathers ; but if, said they, thou art 
entirely resolved to bring this statue, and erect it, do thou 
first kill us, and then do what thou hast resolved on ; for 






* This Alexander, the alabarch, or governor of the Jews at Alexandria, and 
to Philo, is supposed by bishop Pearson, in Act Apost p. 41, 42, to be 
with that Alexander who is mentioned by Ht Luke, as of the kindred 
h priests, Acts iv. 6. 
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while we are alive, we cannot permit such things as are for* 
bidden us to be done by the authority of our k^islator^ and 
by our forefathers^ determination, that such prc^ibitions are 
instances of virtue.^ But Petronius was angry at them, and 
said, ^^ If indeed I were myself emperor, and were at liberty 
to foUow my own inclination, and tnen bad denned to act 
thus, these your words would be justly spokeQ . to me ; bul 
now Cassar nath sent to me, I am under the utmost necessiQr 
of b^ng subservient to his decrees^ beciause a disobedience to 
tbem will bring upon me inevitable destruction.^ Then tbe 
Jews replied, ** Smce, therefiure, thou art so disposed, O Pe- 
tronius 1 that thou wilt not disobey Caius^s epistles* neither 
will we transgress the commands of our law ; and as we de» 
pend upon the excellency of our laws^ and, by the labours of 
oar ancestors^ have continued hitherto without suffering theoa 
to be transgressed, we dare not by any means suffer ourselves 
to be so timorous as to transgress those laws out of the fear 
of death, which Grod hath determined are for our advantage ; 
and if we fall into misfortunes, we wiU bear them in order ta 
pnsflferve our laws, as knowing, that those who expose them* 
selyes to dangers have good hope of escaping them, because 
God will stand on our side, when out of regard to hun we un^- 
dei^ afflictions, and sustiun the uncertain turns of fortune. 
But if we should submit to thee, we should be greatly rck 
proached for our cowardice, as thereby showing ourselves 
teady to transgress our law ; and we should incur the greol 
anrger of Grod also^ who, even thyself being judge, is superior 
toCaius.'' 

3* When Petronius saw by their wcMrds that their determi* 
nation was hard to be removed, and that, without a war, he 
should not be able to be subservient to Caius in the dedica- 
tion of his statue, and that there must be a great deal of blood 
sbedy^he took his friends, and the servants that were about 
him, and hasted to Tiberias, as wanting to know in what po^* 
ture the affiurs of the Jews were ;iand many ten thousands of 
the Jews met Petronius again, when he was come to Tibe- 
rias. These thought they must run a mighty hazard if they 
should have a war with the Romans, but judged that the 
transgression of the law was of much greater consequence, 
and made supplication to him that he would by no means 
reduce them to such distresses, nor defile the city with the 
dedication of the statue. Then Petronius said to them, <' Will 
you then make war with Caesar, without considering his great 
preparations for war, and your own weakness ?^ They re- 
plied, **We will not by any means make war with him, biit 
still we will die before we see our laws transgressed.^ So 
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they threw themselves down upon their faces, and stretched 
out their throats, and said they were ready to be slain ; and 
this they did for forty days together^ ana in the mean time 
left off the tilling of their ground, and that while the season^ 
of the year required them to sow it. Thus they continued 
firm in their resolution, and proposed to themselves to die 
willingly, rather than to see the dedication of the statue. 

4. When matters were in this state, Aristobulus, king 
Agrippa^s brother^ and Hildas the Great, and the other prin- 
cipal men of that family with them^ went in unto Petronius, 
and besought him. That ^^ since he saw the resolution of the 
multitude, he would not make any alteration, and thereby 
drive them to despair; but would write to Caius^ that the Jews 
had an insuperable averseness to the reception of the statue, 
and how they continued with him, and left off the tillage of 
their ground ; that they were not willing to go to war with 
him, because they were not able to do it, but were ready to 
die with pleasure, rather than suffer their laws to be trans- 
gressed ; and how, upon the lands continuing unsown, 
robberies would grow up, on the inability they would be 
under of paying their tributes ; and that perhaps Caius might 
be thereby moved to pity, and not order any barbarous action 
to be done to them, nor think of destroying the nation : that 
if he continues inflexible in his former opinion to bring a war 
upon them, he may then set about it himself.^ And thus did 
Aristobulus, and the rest with him, supplicate Petronius. So 
Petronius,*}* partly on account of the pressing instances which 
Aristobulus and the rest with him made, and because of the 
great consequence of what they desired, and the earnestness 
wherewith they made their supplication; partly on account of 
the firmness of the opposition made by the cfews, which he 
jULWf while he thought it an horrible thing for him to be such 
a slave to the madness of Caius, as to slay so many ten thou- 
sand men, only because of their religious disposition towards 
God, and after that to pass his life in expectation of punish- 
ment ; Petronius, I say, thought it much better to send to 

* What Josephas here, and sect 6. relates as done by the Jews, before teed' 
Hme^ is, in Philo, not far off the time when {he com was ripe^ who, as Le Qerc 
notes, differ here one from the other. This is another indication that Josephiis, 
when he wrote this account, had not seen Philo's Legat. ad Caium, otherwise he 
would hardly hare herein differed from him. 

-f This Publius Petronius was after this, still president of Sjrria, under Clau- 
dius, and at the desire of Agrxppa, published a severe decree against the inhabi- 
tants of Dora, who, in a sort imitation of Coins, had set up a statue of Claudius 
in^a Jewish synagogue there. This decree is;;extant, B. xix. ch. vi. sect. 3» voL 
iil. and greatly confirms the present accounts of Josephus, as to the other decrees 
of Claudius, relating to the like Jewbh affairs, B* six. ch. y. se^ 2, 3. toI. 
iiL to which I refer the inquisitive reader. 
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Caiiis, and to let hitn know how intolerable it was to him to 
bear the anger he might have against him for not serving him 
sooner, in obedience to his epistle, for that perhaps he might 
persuade him ; ilnd that if his mad resolution continued, he 
might then begin the war against them ; nay, that in case he 
should turn his hatred against himself, it was fit for virtuous 
persons even to die for the sake of such vast multitudes of 
men. Accordingly he determined to hearken to the peti- 
tioners in this matter. 

S. He then called the Jews together to, Tiberias, who 
came, many ten thousands in number ; he also placed that 
army he now had with him opposite to them ; but did not dis- 
cover his own meaning, but the commands of the emperor, 
and told them, That ^' his wrath would without delay be 
executed on such as had the courage to disobey what he had 
commanded, and this immediately : ai^d that it was fit for 
him, who had obtained so great a dignity 'by his grant, not to 
contradict him in^ny thing: yet,^ said he, << I do not think it 
just to have such a regard to my own safety and honour, as to 
refuse to sacrifice them for jrour preservation, who are so 
many in number, and endeavour to preserve the regard that 
is due to your law, whichj as it hath come down to you from 
your forefathers, so do you esteem it worthy of your utntost 
contention to preserve it: nor, with the supreme assistance 
apd power of Gt>d, will I be so hardy as to suffer your tem- 
ple to fall into contempt by the means of the imperial 
authority. I will therefore send to Caius, and let him know 
what your resolutions are, and will assist your suit as far as I 
am able, that you may not be exposed to suffer on account of 
the honest designs you have proposed to yourselves: and may 
God be our assistant; for his authority is beyond all the con- 
trivance and power of men ; and may he procure you the 
preservation of your ancient laws, and may not he be deprived, 
though without your consent, of his accustomed honours. But 
if Caius be irritated, and turn the violence' of his rage upon 
me, I will rather undergo all that danger and that affliction 
that may come either on my body or my soul, than see so 
many of you to jperish, while you are acting in so excellent a 
manner. Do you, therefore, every one of you, go your way5 
about your own occupations, ana fall to the cultivation of 
your ground : I will myself send to Rome, and will not refuse 
' to serve you in all things, both by myself and by my friends.^ 

9. When Petronius had said this, and had dismissed the as- 
sembly of the Jews, he desired the principal of them to take 
care of their husbandry, and to speak kindly to the people, 
and encourage them to have good hope of their aff*airs. Thus 
did he readily bring the multitude to be cheerful again. Add 
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• 

ttow did God show his presence* to Petronius, and Agrnfy to 
him, chat he would anord him his asastance in his whole 
design ; for he had no sooner finished the speech that he made 
lo the Jews, bat €rod sent down great showers of rain, oob- 
trary to human expectation ; for that day was a clear day, and 
gave no sign, by the appearance of the sky, of any nun ; nar^ 
the whole year had been subject to a great drought, and made 
men despair of any water from above, even when at any time 
they saw the heavens overcast with clouds; insomucR that 
when such a great quantity of rain came, and that in an on- 
fisual manner, and without any other expectation of it, the 
Jews hoped that Petronius would by no means fail in his 
petition for them. But as to Petronius, he was mightily 
surprised when he perceived that God evidently took care of 
the Jews, and gave very plain signs of his appearance,-f- and 
this to such a degree, that those that were in earnest mudi 
indined to the contrary, had no power left to contradict it 
This was also among those other particulars which he wrote 
to Caius, which all tended to dissuade him, and by all means 
to entreat him not to make so many ten thousands of these 
men go districted ; whom if he should slay (for without war 
they would by no means suffer the laws of their worship to be 
set aside,) he would lose the revenue they paid him, and would 
be publicly cursed by them for all fliture ages. Moreover, 
that God, who was their governor, had showed his power 
most evidently on their account, and that such a power of his 
as left no room for doubt about it. And this was the business 
that Petronius was now engaged in. 

7. But king Agrippa, who now lived at Borne, was more 
and more in the &vour cf Caius; and when he had ono&made 
him a supper, and was careful to exceed all others both in 
expenses, and in such preparations as might contribute most 
to his pleasure ; nay, it was so fisur from the ability of others, 
that Caius himself could never equal, much less exceed it 
(such care had he taken beforehand to exceed all men, and 
particularly to make all agreeable to Caesar :) heraupon Caius 
admired his understanding and magnificence, that he should 
force himself to do all to please him, even beyond such ex- 
pejpses as he could bear, and was desirous not to be behind 

^ JowphiiB here uses the .nlenoii New Testament worde, 4rm^m0M, tmd 
IwifavMh the pretence and appearance of God, for the eztraordinaiy manifes- 
tation of his power and proridence to Petronius, hy sending ndn in a time 
of distress, immediately upon the zesebilien he had taken to pveserre the 
temple unpolluted, at the hazard of his own life, without any other mincu- 
^ iq^pearance at all in that case; which well desenres to be taken notice 
^ and gready illustrates several texts, both in the Old and New Testa- 

the preceding note. 
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Agrippa in that generosity^ which he exerted in order to 

plettse^hiiD. So Caius, when he bad drank wine plentifnUy, 

and was merrier than ordinary; and thus during the* feast, 

wbea Agrippa had drunk to him ; ^ I knew before now* how 

great a respect thoa hast had for me, and how great kindness 

Aioo hast snowed me, though with those hasards to thyself, 

which thou underwentest under Tiberius on that account ; 

nor faast thou omitted any thing to show thy mod will towards 

us, even beyond thy ability; whence it would be a base tinng 

for me to be conquered by thy affection. I am therefore 

desirous to make thee amends for every thing, in which I 

hive been any way formerly deficient, for all that I have be- 

itowed on thee, that n^ay be called my gifts, is but little. 

Every thing that may contribute to thy happiness shall be at 

thy service, and that cheerfully^ and so far as my ability will 

reach.^ And this was what Caius said to Agrippa, thinking 

be would ask for some large country, or the revenues of oer- 

tnn oities^ But aldiough he had prepared beforehand what 

lie woold ask, yet had be not discovered his intentions, but 

aade Uiis answer to Caius immediately: That << it was not out 

tf any expectafiofi otgain that he formerly paid his respects 

to him, contrary to the commands of Tiberius, nor did he now 

do any thing relating to him out of regard to his own advan* 

tage, and in order to receive any thing vrom him ; that the gifb 

ke had already bestowed upon him were great, and beyond 

die hopes of even a craving man ; for altfc^gh they may be 

beneatli thy power [who art the donor], yet are they greater 

than my inclination and dignity, who am the receiver.^ And 

m Caicis was astonirfied at Agrippa^s inclinatbns, and ^ill the 

nore pressed him to make his request for somewhat which 

lie might gratify him with, Agrippa replied, "Since thou, O 

my lord, oeclarest such is thy readiness to grant that I am 

VKHtiiy of thy gifts, I will ask nothing relating to my own fe- 

ficity ; for what thou hast already bestowed on me has made 

file •excel therein; but I desire somewhat which may make 

tlMe glorious for piety, and render the divinity assistant to thy 

denffns, and may be for an honour to me among those that 

inquire about it, as showing that I never once fail of obtaining 

what I desire of thee ; for my petition is this, That thou wilt 

Ho longer think of the dedication of that statue which thou 

hast oraered to be set up in the Jewish temple by Petronius."** 

8. And thus did Agrippa venture to cast the die upon this 

occasion, so great was the affmr in his opinion, and in reality, 

though he knew how dangerous a thing it was so to speak ; 

* This behaviour of CUius to Agrippa is very like that of Herod Antipas, his 
node, to Herodias, Agrippa's sister, about John the Baptist, Matt. xiv. 
6^11. 
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for, had nol Caius approved of it, it bad tended to no kn 
than the loss of his life. So Caius^ who was mightily takea 
with Agrippa's obliging behaviour, and on other acoounti 
thinking it a dishonourable thing to be guilty of falsehood 
before so many witnesses, in points wherein he had with such 
alacrity forced Agrippa to ^come a petitioner, and that it 
would look as if he had already repented of what he had 
said, and because he greatly admired Agrippa^s virtue, in not 
desiring him at all to augment his own dominions, either with 
larger revenues, or other authority, but took care of the public 
tranquillity, of the laws, and of the divinity itself, he granted 
bim what he had requested. He also wrote thus to Pretonioi, 
<< commending him for his assembling his army, and tlieo 
consulting him about those afiairs. If therefore, said he thou 
bast already erected. my statue, let it stand ; but if thou hait 
not yet dedicated it, do not trouble thyself farther about it, 
but dismiss thy army, go back, and take care of those affaiii 
which I sent thee about at first; for I have now nooocasioa 
for the erection of that statue. This I have granted as s 
favour to Agrippa, a man whom I honour so very greatly, 
that I am not able to contradict what he would have, or what 
he desired me to do for him.^ And this was what Ciuus 
wrote to Petronius, which was before he received his letteTf 
informing him that the Jews were very ready to revolt about 
the statue, and jthat they seemed resolved to threaten war 
against the Romans, and nothing else. When therefore Caius 
was much displeased that any attempt should be made againtf 
bis government, as he was a slave to base and vicious actiooi 
on all occcasions, and had no regard to what was virtuous and 
honourable, and against whomsoever he resolved to show his 
anger, and that for any cause whatsoever, he suffered not him- 
self to be restrained by any admonition, but thought the 
indulging his anger to be a real pleasure, he wrote thus to 
Petronius : '< Seeing thou csteemest the presents made the« 
by the Jews to be of greater value than my commands, and 
are grown insolent enough, to be subservient to their pleasurey 
I charge thee to become thy own judge, and toconader what 
thou art to do, now thou art under my displeasure; for I will 
make thee an example to the present and to all future agesi 
that they may not dare to contradict the commands of their 
emperor." 

9. This was the epistle which Caius wrote to Petronius, 

^^^ but Petronius did not receive it while Caius was alive ; that 

^^^^iship which carried it sailing so slow, that other letters came to 

Vetronius before this, by which he understood that Caius was 

llead ; for God would not forget the dangers Petronius had 

/undertaken on account of the Jews, and of his own honour. 
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But when he had taken Caius away, out of his indignat'ion 

of what be had so insolently attempted in assuming to him* 

idf divine worship, both Rome and ail -that dominion oon- 

qiired with Petronius, especially those that were of the sena- 

torion order, to give Caius his due reward, because he had 

been unmercifully severe to them ; ihr lie died not long after 

be bad written to Petronius that epistle which threatened 

bim with death. But as for the occasbn of his death, and 

ithe nature of the plot against him, I shall relate them in the 

progress of this narration. Now that epistle which informed 

Petronius of Caius's death came first, and a little afterward 

came that which commanded him to kill himself with his 

own hands. Whereupon he rejoiced at this coincidence as 

to the death of Caius, and admired God^s providence, who, 

without the least delay, and immediately, gave him a reward 

ior the regard he had to the temple, and the assistance he afr 

forded the Jews for avoiding the dangers they were in. And 

by this means Petronius escaped that danger of dettb, whic^. 

lie CQi^d ijLQt fore^^^> 

CHAP. IX. 

What befel the Jews that were in Babj^lon, on occasion of 
Asineus and Antleus, two brethren, 

1 1. A VERT sad calamity now befel the Jews that were in 
Mesopotamia, and especially those that dwelt in Babylonia. 
Isferior it was to none of the calamities which had gone l)e* 
fore, and came together with a great slaughter of them, and 
tbat greater than any upon record before: concerning all 
which I shall speak accurately, and shall explain the occasions 
whence these miseries came upon them. There was a city 
of Babylonia called Neerda; not only a very populous one, but 
ooe that had a good and large territory about it, and besides 
its other advantages, full of men also. It was, besides, not 
easily to l)e assaulted by enemies, from the river Euphrates 
eocompassing it all around, and from the walls that were built 
ibout it. There was also the city Nisibis, situate on the 
same current of the river. For which reason the Jews, de.* 
pending on the natural strength of these places, deposited in 
ihem that half shekel which every one, by the custom of our 
country, offers unto God, as well as they did other things de- 
voted to him ; for they made use of these cities as a treasury, 
whence, at a proper time, they were transmitted to Jerusalem; 
and many ten thousand men undertook the carriage of those 
donations, out of fear of the ravages of the Farthians, to 
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whom the Babylonians were then subject. Now there #en 
two men, Arineus and Anileus, of the city Neerda by biithi 
and brethren to one another. They were destitute of a £»> 
ther, and their mother put them to learn the art of wearhig 
curtains^ it not being esteemed a disgrace among them fer 
men to be weavers of cloth. Now he that taught them that 
art, and was set over them, complained that, they came too 
late to their work^ and punished them with stripes ; but tbcj 
took this just punishment as an affront, and carried off all tw 
weapons whicti were kept in that house, which were not t 
few ; and went into a certain place where was a partition tif 
the rivers, and was a place naturally very fit fat the feeding 
of cattle, and for preserving such fruits as were usually Una 
up against winter. The poorest sort of the young men abo 
resorted to them, whom tney armed with the weapohs tbef 
had gotten, and became their captains ; and nothing hindem 
them from being their leaders into mischief; for as soon M 
they wer^ become invincible, and had built them a dtadd| 
they sent to such as fed cattle, and ordered them to pay tbedl 
so much tribute out of them as might be sufficient for tbor ^ 
maintenance; proposing also that they would be their friends, 
if they would submit to them, and that they would ddend 
them from all their other enemies on every side, but tbit 
they would kill the cattle of those that refused to obey them. 
So they hearkened to their proposals (for they could do nf^ 
thing else), and sent them as many sheep as were required cf 
them ; whereby their forces grew greater, and they beoadie 
lords over all they pleased, TOcause they marched suddeiily» 
and did them a mischief; insomuch that every body who had 
to do with them chose to pay them respect, and they became 
formidable to such as came'^to assault them, till the report 
about them came to the ears of the king of Parthia himself. 
2. But when the governor of Babylonia understood-tlua^ 
and had a mind to put a stop to them, before they grew 
greater, and before greater mischiefs should arise from tneBB, 
he got together as great an army as he could, both of ParthU 
ans and Babylonians, and marched against them, thinking to 
attack them and destroy them, before any one should cany 
them the news that he had got an army together. He then 
encamped at a lake, and lay still ; but on the next day (is wu 
the Sabbath, which is among the Jews a day of rest from all 
sorts of work), he supposed that the enemy would not daie 
to fight him thereon, but that he should take them and cany 
them away prisoners without fighting. He therefore pro* 
ceeded gradually, and thought to fall upon them on the sud- 
den. Now Asineus was sitting with the rest, and their 
weapons lay by them ; upon which he said, ** Sirs» I hear a 
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neighing of horses ; not of such as are- feeding, but such as 
have men on their backs ; I also hear such a noise of their 
bridles, that I am afraid that some enemies are coming upoq 
us to encompass us round. However, let somebody go to 
look about, and make report of what reality there is in the 
present* state of things ; and may what I have said prove a 
false alarm.^ And, when be said this, some of them went 
out to spy out what was the matter, and they came again im- 
mediately and said to him, that *^ neither hast thou been mis- 
taken in telling us what our enemies were doing, nor will those 
enemies permit us to be injurious to people any longer. We 
are caught by their intrigues like brute beasts, and there is a 
large body of cavalry marching upon us, while we' are desti- 
tute of hands to defend' ourselves withal, because we are 
restrained from doing it by the prohibition of our law, which 
obliges us to rest [on this day.y^ But Asineus did not by 
tDv means agree with the opinion of his spy as to what was 
to DC done, but thought it more agreeable to the la^ to pluck 
up their spirits in this necessity they were fallen into, and 
break their law by avenging themselves, although they sliould 
die in the action, than by doing nothing, to please their ene- 
miefl in submitting to be slain by them. Accordingly he 
took up his weapons, and infused courage into those that 
were with him, to act as courageously as himself. So they 
£eU upon their enemies, and slew a great many of them be- 
cause they despised them, and came as to a certain victory, 
and put the rest to flight. 

3* But when the news of this fight came to the king of 
Parthia, he was surprised at the boldness of these brethren, 
and was desirous to see them, and speak with them. He 
therefore sent the most trusty of all his guards to say thus to 
them : *^ That king Artabanus, although he had been un- 
justly treated by you, who have made an attempt against his 

Cvernment, yet hath he more regard to your courageous be- 
viour than to the anger he bears to you, and hath sent me 
to ^ve his right hand-|- and security ; and be permits you to 
come to him safely, and without any violence upon the road ; 
and he wants to have you address yourselves to him as his 
finendsy without meaning any guile or deceit to you.^' He 

* *B.9urm»Tm is here, and in very many other places of Josephus, immediate" 
^fff Jknul, and is to be so expounded, 2 Thess. ii. 2. when some falsely pretend- 
ail that St Paul had said either by word of mouth, or by an epistle, or by both, 
ficf tim day nf Ckriit wot immediately at hand i for stiU St Paul did then plain- 
)j think t^ day not many years future. 

^ The j<noing of the right hands was esteemed among the Persians [and 
Fnthiana] in pwtieular, a most inviolable obligation to fidelity, as Dr Hudson 
hare observes, and refers to the commentary on Justin, B. zi. ch. xv. for its ton* 
fciatoi. Wt often meet with the like use of it in Josephiis. 

HS 
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also promises to make you presents, and to pay you those re^, 
speets which will make an addition of his power to jour 
courage, and thereby be of advantage tq you.^ Yet did 
Asineus himself put off his journey tl^ither, but eient hi; 
brother Anileus with all such presents as he could procure. 
So he went, and was admitted to the king^ presence ; and, 1 
when Artabanus saw Anileus coming*alone, he inquired into | 
the reason why Asineus avoided coming along with him; and 
when he understood that he was afraid, and staid by the lake, 
he took an oath by the gods of his country, that he would do, 
them no harm, it they came to him upon the assurances be | 
g:ave them, and gave hin) his right hand.* This is of thfi ] 
greatest force there with all these barbarians, and affords a ; 
firm security to those who converse with them ; for none oi 1 
them will deceive vou whe?i on9e they have given you their 
right hands, nbr will any one doubt of their fidelity when thst 
is once given, even though they were before suspected of 
injustice. When Artabanus had done this, he sent awirj^ 
Anileus to persuade his brother to pome to him. Now tbi^ 
the king did, because he wanted to curb his own governors vi 
provinces by the courage of these Jewish brethren, lest they 
Should make a league with theni ; for they were ready for s 
revolt, and were disposed to rebel, had they been sent on an 
expedition against them. He was also afraid, lest, wheh be 
was engaged in a war in order to subdue those governors of 
provinces that had revolted, the party of Asineus, and those 
in Babylonia, should be augmented, and either make war 
upon him, when they should hear of that revolt, or, if tirey 
should be disappointed jn that case, they would not fail ot 
doing further mischief to him, 

4. When the king had these intentions, he sent away Ani- 
leus, and Anileus prevailed on his brother [to come to the 
king,] when he had related to him the kms^s good-will, and 
the oath that he had taken. Accordingly they made haste to 
go to Artabanus, who received them, when they were come, 
with pleasure, and admired Asineus^s courage in the actions 
he had done ; and this because he was a little man to see to, 
and at first sight appeared contemptible also, and such as on^. 
might deem a person of no value at all. He also said to hit 
friends, how, upon the comparison, he showed his soul to be 
in all respects superior to his body : and when, as they wera 
drinking together, he pnce showed Asineus to Abdagases, onq ; 
of the generals of his army, and told him his name, and de» 
pcribed the great courage he was of in war, and Abdasases 
^4d desired leave to kill him, and thereby to inflict on biqtf) 

* See the above note, 
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punishnieDt for those injuries he had done to the Parthian 
goverpment, the king replied, ** I will never ^ve thee leave 
to lull a man who hath depended on my faith ; especially 
not after I have sent him my right hand^ and endeavoured to 
cain bis belief by oaths made by the gods. But if tliou 
beest a truly warlike man, thou standest not in need of my 
perjury. Go thou, then, and avenge the Parthian govern- 
inept; attack this man, when he is returned back, and con- 
quer him by the forces that are under thy command, without 
my privity.^^ Hereupon the king called for Asineus, and said 
to faim, ^^ It is time for thee, O thou young man, to return 
home, and not provoke the indignation of my generals in this 
place any farther, lest they attempt to murJer (hee, and that 
without my approbation. I commit to thee the country of 
Babylonia in trust, that it may^ by thy care, be preserved free 
from robbers, and from other mischiefs. I have kept my 
laitb inviolable to thee, and that not in trifling affairs, but in 
those that concerned thy safety, and do therefore deserve 
thou shouldest be kind to me.^ When he had said this, he 
sent him away immediately ; who, when he was come home, 
built fortresses and became great in a little time, and managed 
things with such courage and success, as no other person, that 
had no higher a beginning, ever did before him. Those 
j^artliiau governors also, who were sent that way, paid him 
great respect ; and the honour that was paid him by the 
Babylonians seemed to them too small, and beneath his de- 
serts, although he were in no small dignity and power there : 
nay, indeed, all the affairs of Mesopotamia depended upon 
him, and he more and more flourished in this happy condi- 
tion of his for fiheen years. 

5. But as their affairs were in so flourishing a state, there 
i^rang up a calamity among them on the following occasion. 
—When once they had deviated from that course of virtue 
whereby they had gained so great power, they affronted and 
transgressed the laws of their forefathers, and fell under the 
dominion of their lusts and pleasures. A certain Parthian, 
who came as general of an army into those parts, had a wife 
following hi'ra, who had a vast reputation for other accom- 
plishments, and particularly for her beauty. Anileus, the 
brother of Asineus, either heard of that her beauty from 
others, or perhaps saw her himself also, and so became at 
ooce her lover and her enemy ; partly because he could not 
hope to enjoy this woman but by power over her as a cap- 
tive, and partly because he thought he could not conquer his 
inclinations for her. As soon, therefore, as her husband had 
been declared an enemy to them, and was fallen in the battle, 
the widow of the deceased was married to t\us Yvet Von^t. 
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Howeter, tbii woman did not come into their house without 
producing great misfortunes both to Anileus himself, and tb 
Asineus abo; but brought great mischiefs upon them on the 
occasion following. Since she was led away captive, upob 
the death of her husband, she concealed the images of thine 
gods which were their country gods, common to her husband 
and to herself: now it is the custom* of that country for all 
to have the idols they worship in their own houses, and to 
carry them along with them when they go into a foreign land; 
agreeably to which custom of theirs, she carried her idols 
with her. Now at first she performed her worship to them 
privately, but when she was^ become Anileus^s married wife, 
she worshipped them in her accustomed manner, and with 
the same appointed ceremonies which she used in her former 
husband'^8 days; upon which their most esteemed friends, 
blamed him at first, that he did not act after the manner of 
the Hebrews, nor perform what was agreeable to their laws, 
in marrying a foreign wife and one that transgressed the aoey- 
rate appointments of their sacrifices and religious ceremonies; 
that he ought to consider, lest, by allowing himself in many 
pleasures of the body, be might lose his principality, on ac- 
count of the beauty of a wife, and that high authority which, 
by God^s blessing, he had arrived at. But when they pre- 
vailed not at all upon him, he slew one of them for whom he 
had the greatest respect, because of the liberty he took with 
him ; who, when he was dying, out of regard to the laws; 
imprecated a punishment upon his murderer Anileus, and 
upon Asineus also, and that all their companions might come 
to a like end from their enemies ; upon the two first, as the 
principal actors of this wickedness, and upon the rest as those 
that would not assist him when he sufiered in the defence of 
their laws. Now these latter were sorely grieved, yet did they 
tolerate these doings, because they remembered that they had 
arrived at their present happy state by no other means thaft 
their fortitude. But when they also heard of the worship of 
those gods whom the Parthians adore, they thought that the 
injury offered to their laws was to be borne no longer; and 
a greater number of them came to Asineus, and loudly couK 

Elained of Anileus, and told him that ** it had been well that 
e had of himself seen what was advantageous to them ; but 
that however it was now high time to correct what had beefi 
done amiss, before the crime that had been committed, prov^ 

* This custom of the Mesopotamians to carry their household godt doM 
with them wherever they travelled, is as old as the days of Jacob, when RadlS 
hb wife did the same. Gen. xxxL 19, 30 — 35. ; nor is it to pass here unobwivcl, 
what great miseries came on these Jews, because they suffered one of dieir iasl- 
«n to marry an idolatrous wife, contrary to the law of Moses. Of which mitto^ 
wee the note on B» ziz. ih. ▼• lect. 3. ^oL iL 
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Urn nw q( himaelf and of all the rest of them. They added, 

difit t^ marriage of this woman was made without their ooq« 

iODt, and without a regard to their old laws ; and that the 

^ worabip which this woman paid [to her gods] was a reproach 

J to the God whom they worshipped.^ Now Ajnneus was 

^ ceQttble of his brotber^s offence, that it had been already the 

A . cause of great mischiefs, and would be so for the time to 

3 come ; yet did he tolerate the same, from the good-will he had 

j| to so near a relation, and forgiving it to him, on account that 

! his brother was quite overborne by his wicked inclinations. 

Bot aa more and more still came about him every day, and 

the clamours about it became greater, he at length spake to 

Anileus about these clamours, reproving him for his former 

actionsp and desiring him for the future to leave them off, and 

I send the woman back to her relations. But nothing was 

guned by these reproofs : for as the woman perceived that a 

tumult was made among the people on her account, and was 

afraid for Anileus, lest he should come to any harm for his 

love to ber, she infused poison into Asineus's food, and ther^ 

bj took him off, and was now secure of prevailing, when her 

lover was to be judge of what should be done about her. 

6. So Aiiileus took the government upon himself alone,, 
and led his army against the villages of Mithridates, who was 
a man of principal authority in Parthia, and had married 
. kii^ Artabanufi^s daughter : he also plundered them ; and 
I smoDg that prey was found much money, and many slaves, 
tt alao a great number of sheep, and many other things, whicfa^ 
vfaen gained, make men^s condition happy. Now when 
Mitbrioates, who was there at this time, heard that his vil* 
]agBB were taken, he was very much displeased to 6nd that 
Anileuabad first begun to injure him, and to affront him in 
his pietent dignity, when he had not offered any injury to 
bim beforehand ; and he got together the greatest body of 
r| boncmen he was able, and those out of that number which 
^ were of an age fit for war, and came to fight Anileus ; and 
when he was arrived at a certain village of his own, he lay 
ttill there^ as intending to fight him the day following, be- 
cause it was the Sabbath, the day on which the Jews rest 
And when Anileus was informed of this by a Syrian stranger 
of another village, who not only gave him an exact account 
of other drcumstabces, but told him where Mithridates would 
have a feast, he took his supper at a proper time, and marched 
faj night, with an intent of fallingupon the Parthians while they 
were unapprized what they should do ; so he fell upon them 
•bout the fourth watch of the night, and some of them he 
■M dew while they were asleep, and others he put to flight, and 
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took Mithridates alive, and sent him naked upon an aM^* 
'which among the Parthians is esteemed the greatest reproadt 
possible. And when he had brought him into a wood with 
such a resolution, and his friends desired him to kilt Mithii^ 
dates, he soon told them his own mind to the contfary, and 
said that '^it was not right to kill a man who was of oneal 
the principal families among the Parthians, and greatly ho- 
noured with matching into the royal family; that ao-far'M 
they had hitherto gone was tolerable ; for although they had 
injured Mithridates, yet if they preserved his life, this benefit 
-would be remembered by him to the advantage of those that 
gave it him ) but that if he were once put to death, the kin^ 
ivould not be at rest till he had made a great slaughter of the 
Jews that dwelt at Babylon ; to whose safety we ought to 
have a regard, both on account of our relation to theniy ttd 
because, if any misfortune befal us^ we have no other phoe 
to retire to, since he hath gotten the flower of theii* yootk 
under him.^^ By this thought, and this speech' of his. made 
in council, he persuaded them to act accordingly ; so Mitb' 
ridates was let go« But when he was gone away, faia wife 
reproached him, that although he was son*in-law to the king^ 
he neglected to avenge himself on those that had injured bkn, 
-while he took no care about it, but was contented to jiave 
been made a captive by the Jews, and to have escaped tbemi 
and she bid him ** either to go back like a man of courage} or 
else, she sware by the gods of their royal family, that she 
would certainly dissolve her marriage with him.^^ Upon 
which, partly because he could not bear the daily troubte of 
her taunts, and partly because he was afraid of her insolence^ 
lest she should in earnest dissolve their marriage, he unwill- 
ingly, and against his inclinations, got together aflain as 
jarge an army as he could, and marched along with tfaenn, as 
himself thinking it a thing not to be borne any longer, that be, 
a Parthian, should owe his preservation to the Jews^ when 
they had been too hard for him in the war. ' 

7. But as soon as Anileus understood that Mithridates 
was marching with a great army against him 4 he thought it 
too ignominious a thing to tarry about the lakes, and not to 
take the first opportunity of meeting his enemies ; and be 
hoped to have the same success, and to beat their enemia 
as they did before ; as also he ventured boldly upon the like 

* This custom in Syria and Mesopotamia, of setting meii upon ati Mi, li 
way of disgrace, is still kept at Damascus in Syria ; where, in order to abo* 
their despite against the Christians, the Turks will not suffer them to hire hoisciy 
but asses only^ when they go abroad to sse the country, as Mr Maundiell 
iu, page 128. 
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•ttempt& Acoordiogly he led out bis ariii^^ and a great 
■umy. more joined themselves to that army, m ordet to be- 
take themselves to plunder other people^ and in order to ter- 
rify the enemy a^ain by their numbers. But when they had 
marched ninety furlongs^ while the road had been through 
dry ^add sandy]] places^ and about the midst of the day, 
thOT were become very thirsty ; and Mithridates appeared, 
and fell upon them, as they were in distress for want di water ; 
on which account, and on account of the time of the day, they 
were not able to bear their weapons. So Anileus and his 
men were put to an ignominious route, while men in despair 
were to attack those that were fresh, and in good plight : so a 
great slaughter was made, and many ten thousands fell. Now 
Anileus, and all that stood firm about him, ran away, as fast 
08 they were able, into a wood, and afforded Mithridates the 
pleasure of having gained a great victory over them. But 
there now came in to Anileus a conflux of bad men, who re- 
garded their own lives very little, if they might but gain some 
present ease ; insomuch that they, by thus coming to him, 
compensated the multitude of those that perished in the fight. 
Yet were not these men like to those that fell, because they 
were rash, and unexercised in war ; however, with these he 
came upon the villages of the Babylonians, and a mighty de- 
vastation of all things was made there by the injuries that 
Anileus did them. So the Babylonians, and those that had 
hJready been in the war, sent to Neerda to the Jews there, 
and demanded Anileus. But although they did not agree to 
their demands (for if they had been willing to deliver him up, 
it was not in their power so to do,) yet did they desire to 
make peace with them. To which the other replied, that 
they also wanted to settle conditions of peace with them, and 
sent men together with the Babylonians, who discoursed with 
Anileus about them. But the Babylonians, upon taking a 
view of his situation, and having learned where Anileus and 
his men lay, fell secretly upon them as they were drunk, and 
fallen asleep, and slew all that they caught of- them, without 
any fear, and killed Anileus himself also. 

8. The Babylonians were now freed from Anileus^s heavy 
incur^ns, which had been a great restraint to the effects of 
that hatred they bore to the Jews ; for they were almost al- 
ways at variance, by reason of the contrariety of their laws ; 
and which party soever grew boldest before the other, they 
assaulted the other ; and at this time in particular it was, that 
upon the ruin of Anileus^s party, the Babylonians attacked 
the Jews, which made those Jews so vehemently to resent 
the injuries they received from the Babylonians, that being 
neither able to fight them, nor bearing to live with them, they 
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went to Seleucia, the principal city a£ those portB, vhidi vw 
built by Seleucus Nicator. It was inbabitea by many of tht 
Macedonians, but by more of the Grecians ; not a few of 
the Syrians also dwelt there ; and thither did the Jews fly, 
and lived there fire years without any mbfortunes* But oa 
the sixth year, a pestilence came upon these at Babykm^ 
which occasioned new removals of men^a habitations out of 
that city ; and because they came to Seleucia, it happened 
that a still heavier calamity came upon them on that aooouot, 
which I am going to relate immediately. 

9. Now the way of living of the people of Seleucia, which 
were Greeks and Syrians, was commonly quarrelsome, and 
full of discord, though the Greeks were too hard for the 
Syrians. When, therefore, the Jews were come thither, and 
dwelt among them, there arose a sedition, and the Syrians 
were too hard for the other, by the assistance of the Jew% 
who are men that despise dangers, and very ready to fight 
upon any occasion. Now when the Greeks had the worat a^ 
this sedition, and saw that they had but one way of reooteiL 
ing their former authority, and that was, if they could prevent 
the agreement between the Jews and the Syrians, they eveij 
one discoursed with such of the Syrians as were formerly 
their acquaintance, and promised they would be at peace and 
friendship with them. Accordingly they gladly agreed so to 
do ; and when this was done by the principal men of both 
nations, they soon agreed to a reconciliation, and when the^ 
were so agreed, they both knew that the great design of such 
their union would be their common hatred to the Jewa. Ac* 
cordingly they fell upon them, and slew about fifty thousand 
of them ; nay, the Jews were all destroyed, excepting; a few 
who escaped, either by the compassion which tlieir friends 
or neighbours afforded them in order to let them fly away. 
These retired to Ctesiphon a Grecian city, and situated near 
to Seleucia, where the king [of Parthia] lives ]i\ winter every 
Tear, and where the greatest part of his riches are deposited; 
out the Jews had here no certain settlement, those of Sdeu* 
cia having little concern for the king^s honour. Now the 
whole nation of the Jews were in fear both of the Babyloni- 
ans and of the Seleucians, because all the Syrians that live 
in those places agreed with the Seleucians in the war against 
the Jews ; so the most of them gathered themselves together, 
and went to Neerda and Nisibis, and obtained security there 
by the strength of those cities ; besides which, their inhabi- 
tants, who were a great many, were all warlike men. And . 
this was the state of the Jews, at this time in Babykmia. 
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BOOK XIX. 



the interval of three yean and a half. 



VBOM TH£ DEPABTURB OF .THE JEWS OUT OF BABYLON, TO 

FADUS THE ROMAN FBOCUBATOB, 
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CHAP. I. 

How Caim* was slain by Cherea. 

§ L J?y ow this Caius-|- did not demonstrate his madness in 
offering injuries only to the Jews at Jerusalem^ or to those 
that dwelt in the neighbourhood, but suffered it to extend it- 
self through all the earth and S€a, so far as was in subjection 
to the Romans, and filled it with ten thousand mischiefs ; so 
many indeed in number as no former history relates. But 
Bome itself felt the most dismal effects of what he did, while 
be deemed that not to be any way more honourable thaii the 
rest of the cities; but he pulled and haled its other citizens, 
but especially the senate, and particularly the nobility, and 
such as had been dignified by illustrious ancestors ; he also 
had ten thousand devices against such of the equestrian order, 
as it was styled, who were esteemed by the citizens equal 
in dignity and wealth with the senators, because out of them 
the senators were themselves chosen ; these he treated after 
an Ignominious manner, and removed them out of his way, 
while they were at once slain and their wealth plundered ; 
because he slew men generally in order to seize on their 
riches. He also asserted his own divinity, and insisted on 
greater honoul's to be paid him by his subjects than are due 
to mankind. He also frequented that temple of Jupiter which 
tbey style the capitol, wnich is with them the most holy of 
all their temples, and had boldness enough to call himself the 

* In ibis and the three next chapters, we hare, I Uiink, a larger and more 
diitiocc aooount of the slaughter of Caius, and the succession of Uaudius, than 
we have of any such ancient facts whatsoever elsewhere. * Some of the occasions 
of which probably were, Josephus's bitter hatred against tyranny, and the plea- 
tare he took in giving the history of the slaughter of such a barbarous tyrant as 
nm this- Caius Caligula, as also the deliverance his own nation had by that 
daughter, of which he speaks, sect. 2. together with the great intimacy he had 
vith Agrippa junior, whose father was deeply concerned in the advancement 
ofCIau^us, upon the death of Caius; from which Agrippa junior, Josephs 
might be ftilly informed of this history, 
t Called Ca%«Ai by the Romant. 
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brother of Jupiter. And other pranks he did like a ma 

as when he laid a bridge from the city I)icearchia» wb 

longs to Campania, to Misenum, another city upon t 

side, from one promontory to another, of the length 61 

furlonffft^ as measured over the sea. And this was do 

cause he esteemed it to be a most tedious thi^g to ro 

it in a small ship, and thought withal, that it became 

make that bridge, since he was lord of the sea, and 

oblige it to give marks of obedience as well as the ear 

he enclosed the whole bay Iritliiti his bridge, and dn 

chariot over it, and thought thaty as he was a god, it 

for him to travel over such roads as this was. Nor 

abstain from the plunder of any of the Grecian tempU 

gave order that all the engravings and sculptures, a 

rest of the ornaments of the statues and donations t 

dedicated, should be Ihrought to him, saying, that ** tl 

things ought to be eel no where but in the best place 

that the city of Rome was that best place.*^ He also ac 

his own house and his gardens witfi the curiosities bi 

from those temples, together with the houses he lay at 

he travelled all over Italy : whence he did not scruple t 

a command, that the statue of Jupiter Olympius, so 

because he was honoured at the Olympian ganres li 

Greeks, which was the work of Phidias the Athenian, s 

be brought to Rome. Yet did not be compass his em 

cause the architects told Meromius Regulos, who was 

manded to remove that statue of Jupiter, that the worl 

ship was such as would be spoiled^ and would not bei 

removal. It was also reported that Memmius, both or 

account, and on account of some such mighty prodig 

are of an incredible nature, put off the taking it down. 

wrote to Caius those accounts, as his apology far not h 

done what his epistle required of him ; and that when h* 

tlience in danger of perishing, he was saved by Caius^s I 

dead himself^ before he had put him to death. 

2. Nay, Caius^s madness came to this height, that whi 
had a daughter born he carried her into the capito), am 
her upon the knees of the statue, and said, that the chile 
common to him and to Jupiter, and determined that she 
two fathers, but which of those fathers were the greates 
left undetermined ; and yet mankind bore him in suci 
pranks. He also gave leave to slaves to a<:cuse their ma 
of any crimes whatsoever they pleased : for all such aei 
tions were terrible, because tliey were in great part raa< 
please him, and at his suggestion ; insomuch that Po 
Claudius'^s slave, had the boldness to lay an accusation ag 
CJaudius himself, and Caius was not ashamed to be pn 
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^ his trial oFlife and death, to hear that trial of his own uncle, 
in hopes of being able to take him off| although he did not 
saoceed to his mind. But when he had filled the whole h»- 
1>itable world, which he governed, with false accusations and 
'sniseries, and had occasioned .the greatest insult of slaves 
,i^ainst their masters, who indeed in ^reat measure ruled them, 
there were many secret plots now laid against him ; some in 
anger, and in order for men to reyenge themselves, on ao- 
'ooant of the miseries they had already undergone from him ; 
and others made attempts upon him, in order to take him oft' 
'before they should fall into such great miseries, while his 
death came very fortunately for the preservation of the laws 
jof all men, and had a great influence upon the public weU 
fare; and this happened most happily for our nation in par- 
ticular, which had almost utterly perished if he had not been 
suddenly slain. And I confess I have a mind to giye a full 
account of this matter, particularly liecause it will afford great 
assurance of the power of God, and great comfort to those 
that are under afflictions, and wise to caution those who think 
their happiness will never end, nor bring them fit length to 
the most lasting miseries, if they do not conduct their lives 
liy the principles of virtue. 

3. Now there were three several conspiracies made in order 
to take ofi^CaiuSy and each of these three were conducted by 
excellent persons. Emilius Regulus, born at Corduba in 
Spain, got some men together, and was desirous to take Caius 
off, either by them or by himself. Another conspiracy there 
was laid by them, under the conduct of Cherea Cassius, the 
tribune [6f the Fretorian band;] Minucianus Annius was 
also one of great consequence among those that were pre- 
pared to oppose his tyranny. Now the several occasions of 
these men's several hatred and conspiracy against Caius were 
these: — Regulus had indignation and hatred against all injus- 
tice, for he had a mind naturally angry, and bold, and free, 
which made him not conceal his counsels; so he commu- 
[ uicated them to many of his friends, and to others, who 
seemed to him persons of activity and vigour:— Minucianus 
entered into this conspiracy, because of the injustice done to 
Lepidus hi? particular friend, and one of the best character 
of all the citizens, whom Caius had slain, as also because he 
>vas afraid of himself, since Caius'^s wrath tended to the 
slaughter of all alike i-rand for Cherea, he came in, because 
he thought it a deed worthy of a free ingenuous man to kill 
Caius, and was ashamed of the reproaches he lay under from 
Caius as though he were a coward ; as also because he was 
himself in danger every day from his friendship with him, 
^nd the observance he paid him. These men proposed this 
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attempt to M the rest that were concerned, who saw the iiii 
juries that were offered them, and were desirous that Cainiji 
slaughter might succeed by their mutual assistance of ow 
another, and they might themselves escape being killed bf 
the taking off Caius ; that perhaps they should gain that 
point, and that it would be a nappy thing if they should gaia 
It, to approve themselves to so many excellent persons si 
earnestly wished to be partakers with them in their design 
for the delivery of the city and of the government, even at 
the hazard of their own lives. But still Cherea was the moit 
zeabus of them all, both out of a desire of getting himstf 
the greatest name, and also by reason of his access to Ciuu8*i< 
presence with less danger, because he was tribune, and oould 
therefore the more easily kill him. 

4. Now at this time came on the horse races [Circ^nNsa 
games ;] the view of which games was eagerly desired by the 
people of Home ; for they come with great alacrity into the 
hippodrome [circus] at such times, and petition their emp6> 
rors, in great multitudes, for what they stand in need of; 
who usually did not think fit to deny them their requests^ bot 
readily ana gratefully granted them. Accordingly they most 
importunately desired, that Caius would now ease them in 
their tributes, and abate somewhat of the rigour of the taxes 
imposed upon them ; but he would not hear their petition. 
And, when their clamours increased, he sent soldiers,' some 
one way and some another, and gave orders that they should 
lay hold on those that made the clamours, and, without any 
more ado, bring them out, and put them to death. These 
.were Caius^s commands, and those who were commanded 
executed the same; and the number of those who were slaio 
on this occasion was very great. Now the people saw tinn, 
and bore it so far, that they left off clamouring, because they 
saw with their own eyes, that this petition to be relieved, u 
to the payment of their money, brought immediate death 
upon them. These things made Cherea more resolute to go 
on with his plot, in order to put an end to this barbarity of 
Caius against men. He then at several times thought to fidl 
upon Caius even as he was feasting ; yet did he restrain him- 
self by some considerations ; not that he had any doubt on 
him about killing him, but as watching for a proper season, 
that the attempt might not be frustrated, but that he might 
give the blow so as might certainly gain bis purpose. 

£• Cherea had been in the army a long time, yet was he 
not pleased with conversing so much with Caius. But Cains 
had set him to require the tributes and other dues, which, 
when not paid in due time, were forfeited to CsesaFs trea* 
sury ; and he had made some delays in requiring them, be- 
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caote thote burdens bad been doubled, and bad rather in- 
dulged his own mild disposition than performed Cuus'^s conw 
Birad ; nay, indeed, he provoked Caius to anger by his spar* 
ing^ men, and pitying the hard fortunes of those from whom 
ke demanded the taxes^ and Caius upbraided him with his 
gkHh and effeminacy in being so long about collecting the 
And indeed he did not only affront him in other re- 
. but when he gave him the watchword of the dny, to 
whom it was to be given by his place, he gave him femmine 
Ikwds, and those of a nature very reproachful ; and these 
watchwords he gave out^ as having been initiated in the se- 
crets of certain mysteries, which he had been himself the au- 
thor of. Now, although he had sometimes put on women^s 
doihes, and had been wrapt in some embroidered garments 
to them belonging, and done a great many other things, in 
iKder to make the company mistake him tor a woman ; yet 
did be, by way of reproach, object the like womanish beha- 
viour to uherea. But when Cherea received the watchword 
fiom him, he bad indignation at it, but had greater indigna* 
tibo at the delivery of it to others, as being laughed at by 
those that received it; insomuch that his fellow-tribunes 
nade him the subject of their drolleiy ; for they would fore- 
tell that he would bring them some of his usual watchwords, 
wfaeA he was about to take the watchword from Caesar, and 
would thereby make him ridiculous ; on which accounts he 
took the courage of assuming certain partners to him, as hav- 
ing just reasons for his indignation against Caius. Now there 
was one Pompedius a senator, and one who had gone through 
•Lttost all posts in the goyeniment, but otherwise an Epicu- 
rean, and for that reason loved to lead an inactive life. Now 
Timidius, an enemy of his, had informed Caius, that he had 
used indecent reproaches against him, and had made use of 
Qolnculia for a witness to them ; a woman she was much be- 
loved by many that frequented the theatre, and particularly 
fay Pompedius, on account of her great beauty. Now this 
Woman thought it a horrible thing to attest to an accusation 
that touched the life of her lover, which was also a lie. Ti- 
midius, however, wanted to have her brought to the torture. 
Caius was irritated at this reproach upon him, and com- 
nanded Cherea, without any delay, to torture Quinctilia, as 
he used to employ Cherea in such bloody matters, and those 
that required the torture, because he thought he would do it 
the more barbarously, in order to avoid that imputation of 
effeminacy which he had laid upon him. But Quinctilia, 
when she was brought to the rack, trod upon the foot of one 
of her assodates, and let him know, that he might be of good 
ctnirage, and not be afraid of the consequence of her tortures; 
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mad part towards each of ihem in particular, and towndadl 
of them in general : and these men were afraid of one aii»> 
ther, while they were jet uneasy at the posture of affiiif% bit j 
avoided to declare their mind and their hatred against Cmm 
to one another, out of fear of the dancers they might he a 
thereby, although they perceived by other means the» mntusl 
hatred against Caius, and on that account were not averae ts 
a mutual kindness one towards another. 

9. When Minucianus and Cherea had met together^ nd 
saluted one another (as they had been used in former eonvov 
sations to rive the upper Hand to Minucianus, both on ae- 

' count of his eminent dignity, for he was the noUest of all tka 
didzens, and highly commended hj all men, especially wfaea 
he made speeches to them,) Minucianusbegan first, and ailud ^ 
Cherea, What was the watchword he had received that day 
from Caius ? for the affront, which was ofiered Cherea in 
giving the watchwords was famous over the dty« Bat 
Cherea made no delay, so long as to reply to that qoesdeo, 
out of the ioy he had that Minucianus, would have auch-eoo- 
fidence in nim as to discourse with him. << But do thoo/* 
said he, *< give me the watchword of liberty. And I tetun 
thee my thanks, that thou hast so greatly encouraged me to 
exert myself after an extraordinary manner ; nor do I afeaod 
in need of many words to encourage me, mnce both thou aed 
I are of the same mind, and partakers of the same resohU 
tions, and this before we have conferred together. I ham 
indeed but one sword girt on, but this one will serve us faoCh. 
Come on, therefore, let us set about the work. Do thou ga 
first, if thou hast a mind, and bid me follow thee ; or dae I 

^ will go first, and thou shalt assist me, and we will aanst one 
another, and trust one another. Nor is there a necessity ftr 



even one sword to such as have a mind disposed to soeh !■ 
works^ by which mind the sword uses to be suoceisfuL I b 
am zealous about this action, nor am I solidtoua what I ^ 
may myself undergo ; for I am not at leisure to consider die 
dangers that may come upon myself, so deeply am I tieo- 
bled at the slavery our once-free country b now under, aad 
at the contempt cast upon our excellent laws, and at the 
destruction which hangs over all men by the means of Gaioii 
I wish that I may be judged by thee, and that thou mi^ 
esteem me worthy of credit in these matters, sednff weave 
both of the same opinion, and there is herein no cUfSefcnee 
between us.*" 

10. When Minucianus saw the vehemency with vUeh 
Cherea delivered himself, he gladly embraced nim, and sa- 
oouraged him in hisbdd attempt, commending him, andeai- 
braciog him ; so he let him go with his good vnshea ; aad 
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one affirm, that be thereby oonfirmed Minucianus in the 
iPOiecutioD of what had been agreed among them ; for aa 
entered into the court, the repeat runs, that a voice 
from among the multitude to encourage himi which bid 
finidb what he was about, and take the opportunity that 
hovidenoe afforded ; and that Cherea at first suspected that 
one one of the conspirators had betrayed him, and he was 
Muglit, but at length perceived that it was by way of exhor- 
lafeioQ. Whether somebody,* that was conscious of what he 
■as about, gave a signal for his encouragement, or whether 
t were Gkxl nimself, who looks upon the actions of men, that. 
SMMiraged him to go on boldly in his design, is uncertain. 
rbe plot was now communicated to a ffreat many, and they 
•me all in their armour ; some of the conspirators Jbeing 
RBatorSs and some of the equestrian order, and as many of 
lie soldiery as ware made acquainted with it ; for there was 
iot one of them who would not reckon it a part of his hap- 
pioesn to kill Caius, and on that account they were all very 
■aloos in the a£Eur, by what means soever any one could 
CDUe at it ; that he might not be behindhand in these virtu- 
oas designs, but might be ready with all his alacrity or power, 
koth by wards and actions, to complete, this slaughter of a 
^Fsant* And besides these, Callistus also, who was a freed- 
■an dT Caius, and was the only man that had arrived at the 
pcaalest degree of power under him ; such a power, indeed, 
IS iras in a manner equal to the power of the Wrant himself^ 
hj the dread that all men had of him, and by the great riches 
le had acquired ; for he took bribes most plenteously, and 
xmmitted injuries without bounds, and was more extrava- 
gant in the use of hb power in unjust proceedings than any 
ither. He also knew the disposition of Caius to be impla- 
gable, and' never to be turned from what he had resolved on. 
He had withal many other reasons why he thought himself 
in danger, and the vastness of his wealth was not one of the 
kast of them ; on which account be privately ingratiated 
Umself with Claudius^ and transferred his courtship to him^ 
oat of this hope, that in case, upon the removal of Caius, the 
flOfemment should come to him, his interest in such changes 
ibDuld lay a foundation for his preserving his dignity under 
Inn, since he kud in beforehand a stock of merit, and did 
Ghudius good offices in his promotion. He had also the 
boldness to pretend, that he bad been persuaded to make 
away with Ckudius by poisoning him, but had still invented 

* Jmt indi a Toioe, as .thif is relatod to be, came, and that firom an unknown 
«%iraa alw^ to the ftmons Pol^carp, as he was going to maxtyzdom, bidding 
han M play the man;" as tibe cfanich of Smjma assues us in their scnmnt of 
that his mirtyxdoiny sect 9. 

i 12 
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ten thousand excuses for delaying to do it. But it' seemi ■ 
probable to me, that Callistus only counterfeited this in order 
to ingratiate himself with Claudibs ; for if Caius had been in 
earnest resolved to take off Claudius, he would not have a^ 
mitted of Callistus^s excuses, nor would Callistus, if be had 
been enjoined to do such an act as was desired by Ciuiis, 
have put it off, nor, if he had disobeyed those injunctiom 
of his master, had he escaped immediate punishment ; while 
Claudius was preserved from the madness of Caius by a cer- 
tain divine providence, and Callistus pretended to such a 
piece of merit as he no way deserved. 

11. However, the execution of Cherea^s designs was pot 
off from day to day by the sloth of many therein concerned; i 
for 6% to Cherea himself, he would not willingly make any \ 
delay in that execution, thinking every time a fit time for it; { 
for frequent opportunities offered themselves ; as when Caiuft | 
went up to the capitol to sacrifice for his daughter, or wbeo ] 
he stood upon his royal palace^ and threw gold and silver 
pieces of money among the people, he might be pushed down 
headlong, because the top of the palace^ that looks toward 
the market-place, was very high ; and also when he cele- 
brated the mysteries, which he had appointed at that time; 
for he was then no way secluded from the people, but soli- 
citous to do every thing carefully and decently, and was free < 
from all suspicion^ that he should be then assaulted by any i 
body ; and although the gods should afford him no di?iae 
assistance to enable him to take away his life, yet had be 
strength himself sufficient to dispatch Caius, even without a j 
sword. Thus wns Cherea angry at his fellow-conspraton, ^ 
for fear they should suffer a proper opportunity to pass by ; I 
and they were themselves sensible that he had just cause to h 
be angry at them, and that his eagerness was for their ad* L 
vantage; yet did they desire he would have a little longer pi- ^ 
tience, lest, upon any disappointment they might meet with, ^ 
they should put the city into disorder, and an inqui«tkm j 
should be made after the conspiracy, and should render the 
courage of those that were to attack Caius without succesi^ 
while he would then secure himself more carefully than ever 
against them ; that it would therefore be the best to setaboat 
the work when the shows were exhibited in the palaoft 
These shows were acted in honour of that Caesar,* who first 
of all changed the popular government^ and transferred it to 
himself; galleries being fixed before tlie palace, where the 



* Here Josephus supposes that it was Augustus, and ^ot Joliaa 
who first changed the Roman commonwealth into a monarchy; Hu disM 
lAiowB were in honour of Augustus, as we shall learn in the nest leetiea bit 
ena^ i 
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Romant that were patriciaas became spectators, together 
with their children and their wives, and Caesar himseif was 
to be also a spectator ; and they reckoned among those manj 
ten thousands, who would there be crowded into a narrow 
compass, they should have a favourable opportunity to make 
iheir attempt upon him as he came in ; because his guards 
that should protect him, if any of them should have a mind 
to do it, would not here be able to give him any assistance. 

13. ChereH consented to tliis delay, and when the shows 
were exhibited, it was resolved to do the work the first day. 
But fortune, which allowed a farther delay to his slaughter, 
was too hard for their foregoing resolution ; and, as three 
days of the regular time for these shows were now over, they 
liail much ado to get the business done on the last day. 
Then Cherea called the conspirators together, and spake 
thus to them : " So much time passed away without effect 
b a reproach to us, as delaying to go through such a virtu, 
ous design as we are engaged in ; but more fatal will this 
delay prove, if we be discovered, and the design be frus« 
trated ; for Caius will then become more cruel in his unjust 
proceedings. Do not we see how long we deprive all our 
nriends of their liberty, and give Caius leave still to tyran- 
nise over them ? while we ought to have procured them se- 
curity for the future^ and, by laying a foundation for the 
hisppioess of others, gain to ourselves great admiration and 
honour for all time to come.^ Now, while the conspirators 
bad nothing tolerable to say by way of contradiction, and yet 
did not quite relish what they were doing, but stood silent 
and astonished, he said farther, ^' O, my brave comrades, why 
do we make such delays ? Do not you see that this is the last 
day of these shows, and that Caius is about to go to sea ? for 
he is preparing to sail to Alexandria, in order to see Egypt. 
Is it therefore for your honour to let a man go out of your 
hands who is a reproach to mankind, and to permit him to 
go after a pompous manner triumphing both at land and sea ? 
Shall not we be justly ashamed of ourselves, if we give leave 
to some Egyptian or other, who shall think his injuries in- 
sufferable to free men, to kill him ? As for myself, I will no 
longer bear your slow proceedings, but will expose myself to 
the dangers of the enterprise this very day, and bear cheer- 
fully wliatsoever shall be the consequence of the attempt ; 
nor, let them be ever so great, will I put them off any longer ; 
for to a wise and courageous man, what can be more miser- 
able than that, while I am alive, any one else should kill Caius, 
and deprive me of the honour of so virtuous an action.^ 

13. When Cherea had spoken thus, he zealously set about 
the work, and inspired courage into the rest to go on with itj, 
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and tlie/ were all eager to fall to it without farther deli^. 
So be was at the palace in the morning, with his equestriia ' 
sword girt on him ; for it was the custom that- the tribami 
should ask for the watchword with their swords on, and tfaii 
was the day on which Cherea was, by custom, to reoenre tht 
watchword ; and the multitude were already come to the 
palace, to be soon enough for seeing the shows, and that id 

great crowds, and one tumultuously crushing another, wUk 
aius was delighted with this eagerness of the multitude ; ibr 
which reason tnere was no order observed in the seating mca^ 
nor was any peculiar place appointed for the senators^ or ftc 
the equestnan order ; but they sat at random, men fluid m^ 
men together, and the freemen were mixed with the slarcb 
So Caius came out in a solemn manner, and oSisred aacrite 
to Augustus Caesar, in whose honour indeed these shoM 
were celebrated; Now it happened, upon the £dl of a enu 
tain priest, that the garment of Asprenas, a senator, was filled 
with blood, which made Caius laugh, although this was m 
evident omen to Asprenas, for he was slain at the same time 
with Caius. It is also related, that Caius was that day^ eaii> 
trary to his usual custom, so very affable and good-natured m 
his conversation, that every one of those that were p r o i en t 
were astonished at it. Auer the sacrifice was over, CainB 
betook himself to see the shows, and sat down for that pmb 
pose, as did also the principal of his friends sit near mm. 
Now the parts of the theatre were so fastened together as it 
used to be every year, in the manner following :— it had two 
doors, the one door led to the open idr, the other was fiir ' 
going into or going out of the cloisters, that those within the 
Uieatre might not be thereby disturbed ; but out of one sai- 
ler^ there went an inward passage parted into partitions &o^ 
which led into another gallery, to give room to the combat* 
ants, and to the musicians to go out as occamon served 
When the multitude were set down, and Cherea, with ths 
other tribunes, were set down also, and the right comer of 
the theatre was allotted to Caesar, one VaUnius, a senator, 
commander of the Pretorian band, asked of Cluvius,onetlist 
sat by him, and was of consular dignity also, ^ Whether he 
had heard any thing of news or not ?^ but took care that 
nobody should hear what he said, and when Cldvius rrolied, 
that *< he bad heard no news,^ << Enow Uien,^ said VatiiniUy 
^^ that the game of the slaughter of tyrants is to be played 
this day.^ But Cluvius replied, ** O brave comrade^ hold 
thy peace, lest some other of the Achaians hear thy tale** 
And as there was abundance of autumnal fruit thrown among 
the spectators, and a great number of birds, that were of 
great value to such as possessed them, on account of their 
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menees, Caius was pleased with the birds fighting for the 
firuitB^ and with the violence wherewith the spectators seized 
' apon them ; and here he perpeiyed two prodigies that hap* 
peoed there ; for an actor was introduced, bj whom a leader 
of robbers was cracified, and the pantomime brought in a 
plsT called Cinyras, wherein he himself was to be slain, as 
weu aa his daughter Myrrha, and wherein a great deal of fie- 
fltious blood was shed, both about him that was crucified, and 
abo about Cifiyras. It is also confessed, that this was the 
' tame day wherein Pausanias, a friend of Philip, the son of 
Amyntas who was king of Macedonia, slew him, as he was 
cotering into the theatre. And now Caius was in doubt 
whether he should tarry to the end of the showsi^ because it 
mm the last day, or whether be should not ao first to the 
b|di and to dinner^ and then return and sit £>wn as before. 
Hereupon Minudanus, who sat over Ciuus, and was afraid 
that tte opportunity should fail them, got up, because he 
UEW Cherea was already gone out, and made haste out, to 
confinn him in bis resolution ; but Caius took hold of his 
gument, in an obliging way, and sud to him, << O brave 
man I whither art thougoing?^^ Whereupon, out of reverence 
to CSflesar, as it seemed, he sat down again ; but his fear pre- 
Tailed over him, and in a little time he got up agmn, and tiien 
CaiuB did no way oppose his going out, as thinking that he 
went out to pernxm some necessities of nature. And As- 
pranaSy who was one of the confederates, persuaded Caius 
to go out to the bath, and to dinner, and then to come in 
agam^as deorous that what had been resolved on might be 
brou^t to a conclusion immediately. 

14. So Cherea^s associates placed themselves in order, as 
the time would permit them, and they were obliged to labour 
hard, that the place whidi was appointed them should not 
be left by them ; but they had an indignation at the tedious- 
ness of tne delays, and that what they were about should be 
put off any longer, for it was already about the ninth* hour 
of the day ; and Cherea, upon Caius s tarrying so long, had a 
great mind to go in, and fall upon him in his seat, although 
oefinresaw that this could not be done without much blora- 
shed, both of the senators and of those of the equestrian order 
that were present ; and although he knew this must happen, 
yet had he a great mind to do so, as thinking it a right thing 
to procure security and freedom to all, at the expense of 
sam as might perish at the same timew And as they were 
just going back into the entraibce to the theatre, word was 
brought them that Caius was risen, whereby a tumult was 

** Suetonius, says Caius, was slain about the seventh hour of the day; Josephus 
abdut the ninth. The series of the nanation favours Josephus. 
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made ; hereupon the conspirators thrust away the crowd 
under pretence as if Caius was angry at them, but in reality 
as desirous to have a quiet place, that should have none in it 
to defend him while they set about Caius^s slaughter. Now 
Claudius^ his uncle, was gone out before, and Marcus Vani- I 
tins, his sister'^s husband, as also Valerius of Asia : whom, \ 
though they had had such a mind to put out of their places, ^ 
the reverence to their dignity hindered them so to do ; then 
followed Caius, with Faulus Arruntius; and because Caiiu 
was now gotten within the palace, he left the direct road, 
along which those his servants stood that were in waiting; 
and by which road Claudius had gone out before ; Caius 
turned aside into a private narrow passage, in order to go to 
the place for bathing, as also in order to take a view of tbe 
boys that came out of Asia, who were sent thence, partly to 
siog hymns in these mysteries which were now celebrated, a;^ 
partly to dance in the pyrric way of dancing upon the theatres. 
So Cherea met him, and asked for the watchword ; upon 
Caius^s giving him one of his ridiculous words, he immedi- 
ately reproached him, and drew his sword, and gave him a 
terrible stroke with it ; yet was not this stroke mortal. And 
although there be those that say, it was. so contrived on pur* 
pose by Cherea, that Caius should not be killed at one blow, 
out should be punished more severely by a n^ltitude of 
wounds ; yet does this story appear to me incredible, be- j 
cause the fear men are under in such actions does not allow 
them to use their reason. And if Cherea was of that mind, 
I esteem him the greatest of all fools, in pleasing himself 
with his spite against Caius, rather than immediately procur- 
ing safety to himself and to his confederates from the dapgers 
they were in ; because there might many things still happea 
for helping Caius^s escape, if he had not already given up 
the ghost ; for certainly Cherea would have regard, not so 
much to the punishment of Caius, as to the affliction himsejf 
and his friends were in, while it was in his power, after such 
success, to keep silent, and to escape the wrath of Caius's 
defenders, and not leave it in uncertainty whether he should 
gain the end he aimed at or not, and after an unreasonable 
manner to act as if he had a mind to ruin himself, and Jose 
the opportunity that lay before him ; but every body may 
guess as he pleases about this matter. However, Caius was 
staggered with the pain that blow gave him ; for tlie stroke 
of the sword falling in the middle between the shoulder and 
the neck, was hindered by the first bone of the breast from 
proceeding any farther. Nor did he either cry out, in such 
astonishment was he, nor did he call out for any of his friends : 
whether it were that he had no confidence in them, or that 



CHAP. I. ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. 181 

hn mind was otherwise disordered, but he groaned under the 
pain he endured, and presently went forward and fled ; wlien 
Cornelius Sabinus, who was already prepared in mind so to 
do, thrust him down upon his knee, where many of them 
stood. round about him, and struck him with their swords, 
and they cried out, and encouraged one another all at once 
to strike him again ; but all agree that Aquila gave him the 
finishing stroke, which directly killed him. But one may 
justly ascribe this act to Cherea ; for although many con- 
curred in the act itself, yet was he the first contriver of it, 
and began long before all the rest to prepare for it, and was 
the first man that boldly spake of it to the rest ; and upon 
their admission of what he said about it, he got the dispersed 
conspirators together ; he prepared every thing after a pru- 
dent manner, and by suggesting good advice, showed himself 
fiur superior to the rest, and made obliging speeches to them, 
insomuch that he even compelled them all to go on, who 
otherwise had not courage enough for that purpose; and 
when opportunity served to use his sword in hand, he ap- 
peared first of all ready so to do, and gave the first blow in 
this virtuous slaughter ; he also brought Caius easily into the 
power of the rest, and almost killed him himself: insomuch 
that it is but just to ascribe all that* the rest did, to the ad- 
vice, and bravery, and labours of the hands of Cherea. 

15. Thus did Caius come to his end, and lay dead, by the 
many wounds which had been given him. Now Cherea and 
bis associates, upon Caius^s slaughter, saw that it was impos- 
sible for them to save themselves, if they should all go the 
same way, partly on account of the astonishment they were 
under ; for it was no small danger they had incurred by kill<^ 
ing an emperor, who was honoured and loved by the mad- 
ness of the people, especially when the soldiers were likely 
to make a bloody enquiry after his murderers. The passages 
also were narrow wherein in the work was done, which were 
also crowded with a great multitude of Caius^s attendants, 
and of such of the soldiers as were of the emperor^s guard 
that day ; whence it was that they went by other ways, and 
came to the house of Germanicus, the father of Caius, whom 
they had now killed (which house adjoined to the palace; 
for while the edifice was one, it was built in its several parts 
by those particular persons who had been emperors, and 
those parts bare the names of those that built them,. or the 
name of him who had begun to build any of its parts.) So 
they got away from the insults of the multitude, and then 
were for the present out of danger, that is, so long as the mis- 
fortune which had overtaken the emperor was not known. 
The Germans were the first who perceived that Caius was 
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drnik These Gennmns were Cahis's guard, and carried tk 
name of theoountry whence tbej were chcxen, and compoied 
the Celtie legion. The men of that country are natoralijr 
paflHonate^ which is commonly the temper of some other of 
the barbuous nations also, as being not used to ^'■^liiliT 
modi about what they do;, they are of robust bodies^ aad 
£dl upon their enemies as soon as ever they are attacked by 
them, and which way soever they go, they perform great cKi 
ploits. When, therefore, these German guards ondcrslooii 
that Cttus was shun, they were very sorry ror it, because th^ 
did not use their reason in judging about public aflBura, bat 
measured all by the advantages Aemsdves received, Osioi 
being beloved by them, because of the money he gave thM% 
by which he baa purchased their kindness to him ; so thejf 
drew their swords, and SaUnus led them on. He was oae 
of the tribunes, not by the means of the virtuous actions sf 
his proeenitors, for he had been a gladiator, but he bad ob- 
tained &it post in the army by his having a robust bodhr- So 
these Germans marched akmg the houses in quest of QassA 
murderers, and cut Aqirenas to pieces, because be was Ae 
first man that fdl upon, and whose garment it was that the 
bkiod of the sacrifices stained, as I have said already, and 
which foretold that thb his meeting the soldiers would not 
be for his good. Then did Norbanus meet them, who was 
one of the prindpal nobility of the d^, and could show many 
generak ofarmies among his ancestors ; but they paid no vs- 
ffard to his dignity ; yet was he of such great stren^h, that 
be wrested the sword of the first of those that assaulted faiin 
out of his hands, and appeared plainly not to be willing to 
die without a struggle for his life, until he was surrounded by 
a great number ofiusailantB, and died by the multitude of the 
wounds which they gave him. The third man was Antdns, 
a senator, and a few others with him. He did not meet with 
these Germans by chance, as the rest did before^ but came 
to show his hatred to Cains, and because he loved to see 
Caius lie dead with his own eyes, and took a pleasure in that 
sight; for Caius had banbbed Antdus^s father, who was ot 
the same name with himself, and, not being satisfied fnth 
that, he sent out his soldiers, and slew him ; so he was come 
to rejoice at the sisht of him, now be was dead. But as the 
house was now all in a tumult, when he was aiming to hide 
himself, he could not escape that accurate search wnidi the 
Germans made, while they barbarously slew those that were 
guilty and those that were not guilty, and this equally sa 
And thus were these [three] persons slain. 

16. But when the rumour that Caius was slain, reached the 
theatre, they were astoniBhed at it, and could not beUeve it ; 
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eten aome that entertained hift destruction with great pleasure^ 
aod were more desirous of its happening than almost any 
other' satisfaction that could come to them, were under such 
a fiear, that they oould not beheve it There were those also 
who greatly distrusted it, because they were unwilling that 
siy such thing should come to Caius ; nor oould l)elieye it, 
thouffh it were ever so true, because they thou^t no man 
coolo poaaably have so much power as to lull Caius. These 
lete the women and the chil&fen, and the slaves, and some 
of the soldi^. This last sort had taken his pay, and in a 
ipanner tyranniased with him, and had abused toe b^t of the 
fitifena, in being subservient to bis unjust commands, in order 
to gain honours and advantages to themselves ; but for the 
ffomea, and the youth, they nad been inveigled with shows, 
and the fightings of the gladiators, and certain distributions 
of flesb-meat among tib^, which things in pretence were 
designed for the pl^ng of the multitude, but in reality to 
ntiate the barbarous cruelty and madness of Caius. The 
slaves also were sorry, because they were by Caius allowed 
Id accuse, and to despise their masters, and they could have 
seeourse to his assistance, when they had unjusdy affronted 
tiiem ; for he was very easy in believinff them against their 
nastersL even when they accused them falsely ; uad if they 
would discover what money their masters had, they might 
soon obtain both riches and liberty, as the rewards of their 
aoeusations, because the reward of these informers was the 
eiffbth* part of the criminal's substance. As to the nobles, 
atthough the report appeared credible to some of them, either 
because they knew of the plot beforehand, or because they 
wished it might be true ; however, they concealed not only 
the joy they had at the relation of it, but that they had heard 
any thing at all about it These last acted so out of the- fear 
thqr had, that if the report proved false they shquld be pun- 
ished, for having so soon let men know their minds. But 
those that knew Caius was dead, because they were partners 
with the conspirators, they concealed all still more cauti- 
ously, as not knowing one anoth^'^s minds ; and fearing lest 
they should speak of it to some of those to whom the con- 
tinuance of tyranny was advantageous; and if Caius should 
prove to be alive, they might be informed against and pun- 
ished. And another report went about, that although Caius 
had been wounded indeed, yet was not he dead, but alive 
still, and under the physician's hands. Nor was any one 
looked upon by another as faithful enough to be trusted, and 

* The rewaxds proposed by the Roman lawi to informers, were sometimes an 
eig^h part of the criminal's goods, as here, and sometimes a fourth part, as 
Spanheim anuret us, from Suetonkui and Tteitus. 
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to whom any one would open his mind ; for he was eitbera 
friend to Caius, and therefore suspected to favour his tyranny, 
or he was one that hated him^ who therefore might be sus- 
pected to deserve the less credit, because of his ill-will to 
him. Nay, it was said by some (and this indeed it was that 
deprived the nobility of their hopes, and made them sad,) 
that Caius was in a condition to despise the dangers he luid 
been in, and took no care of healing his wounds, but was 
gotten nway into the market-place, and bloody as he wai^ 
was making an harangue to the people. And these were the 
conjectured reports of those that were so unreasonable as to 
endeavour to raise tumults, which they turned different ways, 
according to the opinions of the hearers. Yet did they not 
leave their seats for fear of being accused, if they should go 
out before the rest ; for they should not be sentenced ac* 
cording to the real intention with which they went out, but 
• according to the supposals of the accusers, and of the judges. 
17. But now a multitude of Germans had surrounded the 
theatre with their swords drawn; all the spectators looked 
for nothing but death, and at every one^s coming in, a fear 
seized upon them, as if they were to be cut in pieces imme- 
diately ; and in great distress they were, as neither having 
courage enough to go out of the theatre, nor believing them- 
selves safe from dangers if they tarried there. And when the 
Germans came upon them, ,the cry was so great, that the 
theatre rang again with the entreaties of the spectators to the 
soldiers, pleading that they were entirely ignorant of every 
thing that related to such seditious contrivances, and that if 
there were already any sedition raised, they knew nothing of 
it ; they therefore begged that they would spare them, and 
not punish those that had not the least hand in such bold 
crimes as belonged to other persons, while they neglected to 
search after such as had really done whatsoever it be that 
hath been done. Thus did these people appeal to God, and 
deplore their infelicity with shedding of tears, and beating 
their faces, and said every thing that the most imminent dan- 
ger, and the utmost concern for their lives, could dictate to 
them. This brake the fury of the soldiers, and made them 
repent of what they minded to do to the spectators, which 
would have been the greatest instance of cruelty. And so it 
appeared to even those savages, when they had once fixed the 
heads of those that were slain with Asprenasupon the altar; 
at which sight the spectators were sorely afflicted, both upon 
the consideration of the dignity of the persons, and out of a 
commiseration of their sufferings ; nay, indeed, they were 
almost in as great disorder at the prospect of the danger 
themselves were in, seeing it was still uncertain whether thej 
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ihould entirely escape the like calamity. Whence it was, 
liat such as thoroughly and justly hated Caius, could yet no 
gray enjoy the pleasure of his death, because they were them- 
sel^es in jeopardy of perishing together with him ; nor had 
they hitherto any firm assurance of surviving. 

18. There was at this time one Euaristus Arruntius, a 
public crier in the market, and therefore of a strong and au- 
dible voice, who vied in wealth with the richest of the 
Romans, and was able to do what he pleased in the city, 
both then and afterward. This roan put himself into the most 
mournful habit he could, although he' had a greater hatred 
against Caius than any one else ; his fear and his wise contri* 
vance to gain his safety taught him so to do, and prevailed 
over his present pleasure ; so he put on such a mournful 
dress, as he would have done had he lost his dearest friends 
in the world ; this man came into the theatre, and informed 
them of the death of Caius, and by this means put an end to 
that state of ignorance the men had been in. Arruntiusalso 
went round about the pillars, and called out to the Grermans, 
as did the tribunes with him, bidding them put up their 
swords, and telling them that Caius was dead. And this pro. 
clamation it was plainly which saved those that were collected 
together in the theatre, and all the rest who any way met the 
Germans; for while they had hopes that Caius had still any 
breath in him, they abstained from no sort of mischief ; and 
such an abundant kindness they had still for Caius, that they 
would willingly have prevented the plot against him, and pro* 
cured his escape from so sad a misfortune, at the expence of 
their own lives. But they now left ofi* the warm zeal they had 
to punish his enemies, now they were fully satisfied that Caius 
was dead, because it was now in vain for them to show their 
seal and kindness to him, when he who should reward them 
was perished. They were also afraid that they should be 
punished by the senate, if they should go on ia doing such 
mjuries, that is, in case the authority of the supreme governor 
should revert to them. And thus at length a stop was put, 
though not without difficulty, to that rage which possessed 
the Germans on account of Caius^s death. 

19. But Cherea was so much afraid of Minucianus, lest he 
should light upon the Germans, now they were in their fury, 
that he went and spake to every one of the soldiers, and 
prayed them to take care of his preservation, and made him- 
self great enquiry about him^ lest he should have been slain. 
And for Clement, he let Minucianus go when he was brought 
to him, and, with many other of the senators, afiirmed the 
action was right, and commended the virtue of those that 
contrived it^ and had courage enough to execute it ; and said, 
that tyrants do indeed please themselves and look. bv^^oT «k 
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while, upon having the power to act unjustly ; but de not 
however go happily out of the world, because they are hated 
by the virtuous ; and that Caius, together with all his ao- 
happiness, was become a conspirator against himself^ befiwe | 
these other men who attacked him did so ; and by becpming 
intolerable, in setting aside the wise provision tlie laws had 
made, taught his dearest friends to treat him as an enemy; 
insomuch, that although in common discourse these conspi- 
rators were those that slew Caius, yet that, in reality, he liai 
now dead as perishing by his own seif.^ 

20. Now by this timethe people in the theatre were ariieo 
from their seats, and those that were within made a veiy 
great disturbance ; the cause of which was this, that the spec- 
tators were too hasty in getting away. There was also one 
Alcyon, aphysidan, who humed away, as if it were to coie 
those that were wounded, and under that pretence, he sent 
those that were with him to fetch what things were necessaiy 
for the healing those wounded persons, but in reality to get 
them clear of the present dangers they were in. Now the 
smiate, during this interval, had met, and the people also 
assembled together in the accustomed form, and were both 
employed in searching after the murderers of Caius. The 
|)eople did it very zealously, but the senate in appearaope 
only ; for there was'present Valerius of Asia, one uiat had 
been consul ; this man went to the people, as they weie in 
disorder, and yery uneasy that they could not yet discover who 
they were that had murdered the emperor ; he was thea 
earnestly asked by them ail, *^ Who it was that had done it ?" 
He rephed, ^< I wish I had been the man.** The oonsuk^ 
also published an edict, wherein they accused Caius, and fgat 
order to the people then got tc^ether, and to the soldiers, to 
go home, and gave the people hopes of the abatement of the 
oppressions they lay under ; ana promised the soldiers, if 
they lay quiet as they used to do, and would not go almad 
to do mischief unjustly, that they would bestow rewards 
upon them ; for there was reason to fear lest the city might 
suffer harm by their wild and ungovernable behavMMir, if 
they should once betake themselves to spoil the dti«nscr 
plunder the temples. And now the whde multitude /of the 
senators were assembled together, and especially those that 
had conspired to take away the life of Caius, who put on at 
this time an air of sreat assurance, and appeared with mat 
magnanijpity, as if the administration of the public mm 
were already devolved upon them. 

* These consuls are named in the War of the Jews, K u. di. zL lect. 1. 
voL iv. Sentius Saturninus, and Pomponius Secundus, as Spanhehn Mies 
here. The speech of the former of them is set down in the ncart dufMr, 

MCE* *• 
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CHAP. 11. 

Bow the senators determined to restore the democraey ; hui the 
soldiers were for preserving the monarchy. Concerning the 

, slaughter of Cains'* s wife and daughter. A character of 
Caius^s morals. 

$ 1. When the public affairs were in this posture, Claudius 
was on the sudden hurried away out of his house; for the 
sridiers had a meeting together, and when tbey had debated 
about what was to be done, they saw that a democracy was 
incapable of managing such a vast weight of public affairs ; 
iod that if it should be set up, it would not be for their ad- 
vantage ; and in cac^ any one of those already in the govern- 
ment sliould obtain the Supreme power, it would in all respects 
be to their grief, if they were not assisting to him, in that 
advancement; diat it would therefore be right for them, 
while the public affairs were unsettled, to choose Claudius 
'emperor, who was uncle to the deceased Caius, and of a 
Superior dignity and worth to every one of those who were 
aaeembled together in the senate, both on account of the 
virtues of his ancestors, and of the learning he had acquired 
in his education, and who, if once settled in the empire, 
would reward them according to their deserts, and bestow 
largesses upon them. These were their consultations, and 
they executed the same immediately. Claudius was there- 
fore sozed upon suddenly by th^ soldiery. But Cneas Sentius 
Satuminus, although he understood that Claudius was seissed, 
and that he intended to claim the government, unwillingly 
indeed in appearance, but in reality by his own free consent, 
stood up in the senate, and, without being dismayed, made 
an exhortatory oration to them, and such an one indeed as 
was fit for men of freedom and generosi^, and spake thus : 
2. ^' Although it be a thine incredible, O Bomans, because 
of the great length of time, that so unexpected an event hath 
haj^ned, yet are we now in possesion of liberty. How 
lone indeed this will last, is uncertain, and lies at the disposal 
of the gods, whose erant it is ; yet such it is as is sufficient to 
make us rejoice, and be happy lor the pres^it, although we 
may soon be deprived of it; for one hour is sufficient for 
those that are exercised in virtue, wherein we may live with 
a mind accountable only to ourselves, in our own country, 
now free, and governea by such laws as this country once 
flourished under. As ,for myself, I cannot remember our 
former time of liberty, as being bom after it was gone ; but 
I am beyond measure filled with joy at the thoughts of our 
present freedom. I also esteem those that were born and 
brought up in that our former liberty, happy men^ and that 



128 ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. B. XIX. 

those men are worthy of no less esteem than the gods them- 
selves, who have given us a taste of it in this age ; and I 
heartily wish, that this quiet enjoyment of it^ which we have 
at present, might continue to -all ages. However, this single 
day may suffice for our youth, as well as for us that are in 
years. It will seem an age to our old men, if they might die 
during its happy duration ; it may also be for the instruction 
of the younger sort, what kind of virtue those men, from 
whose loins we are derived, were exercised in. As for our- 
selves, our business is, during the space of time, to live vir- 
tuously, than which nothing can be more to our advantage ; 
which course of virtue it is alone than can preserve our 
liberty ; for, as to our ancient state, I have heard of it by the 
relations of others ; but as to our later state, during my life 
time, I have known it by experience, and learned therebj 
what mischief tyrannies have brought upon this commoD- 
wealth, discouraging all virtue, and depriving persons of 
magnanimity of their liberty, and proving the teachers of 
flattery and slavish fear^ because it leaves the public adsninis-' 
tration not to be governed by wise laws, but by the humour 
of those that govern. For since Julius Csesar took it into his 
head to dissolve our democracy, and, by overbearing the 
regular system of our laws, to bring disorders into our admi- 
nistration, and to get above right and justice, and to be a slave 
to his own inclinations, there is no kind of misery but what 
hath tended to the subversion of this city ; while all those 
that have succeeded him have striven one with another to 
overthrow the ancient laws of their country, and have left it 
destitute of such citizens as were of generous principles; 
because they thought it tended to their safety to have vicious 
men to converse withal, and not only to break the spirits of 
those that were best esteemed for their virtue, but to resolve 
upon their utter destruction. Of all which emperors, who 
have been many in number, and who laid upoh us insuffer- 
able hardships during the times of their government, this 
Caius, who hath been slain to-day, hath brought more 
terrible calamities upon us than did all the rest, not only by 
exercising his ungoverned rage upon his fellow citizens, but 
also upon his kindred and friends, and alike upon all others, 
and by inflicting still greater miseries upon them, as punish* 
ments, which they never deserved, he being equally furious 
against men and against the gods. For tyrants are not 
content to gain their sweet pleasure, and this by acting inju- 
riously, and in the vexation they bring both upon rooi^a 
estates, and their wives ; but they look upon that to be their 
principal advantage, when they can utterly overthrow the 
entire families of their enemies ; while all lovers of liberty 
«re the enemies of tyranny. Nor can those that patiently 
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endure what miseries they bring on them, gain th^r friend- 
ship ; for as they are conscious of the abundant mischiefs 
tbey have brought on these men, and how magnanimously 
they have borne theif hard fortunes, they cannot but be sen- 
able what evils they have done, and thence only depend on 
security from what they are suspicious of, if it may be in 
tlidr power to take them quite out of the world. Since, then, 
ire are now gotten clear of such great misfortunes, and are 
only accountable to one another (which form of government 
iffiMrds us the best assurance of our present concord, and pro- 
mises us the best security from evil designs, and will be most 
ibr ourown glory in settling the city in good order), you ought, 
every one of you in particular, to make provision for his own, 
aod, in general, for the public utility ; or, on ^e contrary, 
tbey may declare their dissent to such things as have been 
pn^xiaed, and this without any hazard of danger to come 
upon them ; because they have now no lord set over them, 
who, without fear of punishment, could do mischief to the 
dty, and had an uncontrolable power to take off those that 
freely declared their opinions.. Nor has any thing so much 
eoQtributed to this increase of tyranny of late, as sloth, and a 
timorous forbearance of contradicting the emperor's will ; 
while men had -an over-great inclination to the sweetness of 
peace, and had learned to live like slaves, and as many of us 
as ^ther heard of intolerable calamities that happened at a 
distance from us, or saw the miseries that were near us, out 
of the dread of dying virtuously, endured a death joined with 
the utmost infamy. - We ought then, in the first place, to 
decree the greatest honours we are able to those tnat have 
taken off the tyrant, especially to Cherea Cassius ; for this 
one man, with the assistance of the gods, hath, by his counsel 
and by his actions, been the procurer of our liberty. Nor 
ought we to forget him now we have recovered our liberty, 
who, under the foregoing tyranny, took counsel beforehand, 
and beforehand hazarded himself for our liberties; but ought 
to decree him proper honours, and thereby freely declare, 
that be from the beginning acted with our approbation. And 
oertunly it is a very excellent thing, and what becomes free- 
men, to requite their benefactors, as this man hath been a 
benefactor to us all, though not at all like Cassius and Brutus, 
who slew Caius Julius [Caesar ;] for those men laid the foun- 
datbns of sedition and civil wars in our city, but this man, 
together with his slaughter of the tyrant, hath set our city free 
fifom all those sad miseries which arose from the.tyranny.^^* 

* Id this oration of Sentius SatuiDinus, we may see the great value vir- 
taont men put upon public liberty, and the sad misery they underwent, while 
Aiy WWB tyiwmiied orer by such emperors •■ Caius. See Josephus's ow& 

VOL. III. £ 
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3. And this was the purport of Sentius^s oration, which 
was received with pleasure by the senators, and by as many 
of the equestrian order as were present. And now one Tie*' 
bellius Maximus rose up hastily, and took off Sentius^sfii^ 
a ring, which had a stone with the image of Caius engraived 
upon it, and which, in his zeal in speaking, and his eameit- 
ness in doing what he was about, as it was supposed, he had 
forgotten to take off himself. This sculpture was broken ioi* 
mediately. But, as it was now far in the night, Cherea de- 
manded of the consuls the watchword, who gave him tfaig 
word. Liberty. These facts were the subject of admiration 
to themselves, and almost incredible : for it was an hundred 
years* since the democracy had been laid aside, when this 
giving the watchword returned to the consuls ; for, befixe 
the city was subject <o tyrants, they were the oommandem of 
the soldiers. But, when Cherea had received that watch- 
word, he delivered it to those who were on the senate'*s ride^ 
which were four regiments, who esteemed the govemmeiit 
without emperors to be preferable to tyranny. So theae weat 
away with their tribunes. The people also now departad t 
very joyful, full of hope and courage, as having recovered ^ 
their former democracy, and were no longer under an empe^ 
ror ; and Cherea was m a very great esteem with them. 

4. And now Cherea was very uneasy that Caius^s dauglittt , | 
and wife were still alive, and that all his family did not pccidi L 
with him, since whosoever was left of them must be left tat I 
the ruin of the city and of the laws. Moreover, in order tv L 
finish this matter with the utmost zeal, and in orde^ to satiifr 
his hatred of Caius, he sent Julius Lupus, one of the tiH 
bunes, to kill Caius^s wife and daughter. They proponi 
this office to Lupus as to a kinsman of Clement, that hi 
might be so far a partaker of this murder of the tyrant^ ttid* 
might rejoice in the virtue of having assisted his fellow<4iti- 
'zens, and that he might appear to have been a partaker .widi 
those, that were first in their designs against him« Yet did 
this action appear to some of the conspirators to be too cnidlf 
as to this u^ing such severity to a woman, because CaiuR did 
more indulge his owa ill nature than use her advice in tl 
that he did ; from which ill nature it was that the atj was in 
so desperate a condition with the miseries that were broii|^ 
on it, and the flower of the city was destroyed. But othn 

short but pithy reflection at the end of the chapter : c< So diffienlt,** njt hi, 
'* it is for those to obtain the virtue that is necessary to a wise man, who hilt 
the absolute power to do what they please without controL" 

* Hence we learn that, in the opinion of Satuminus, the soTCxeigii anflioiil^ 
of the consuls and senate had been taken away just 1(H) years befora the dcalhfiif 
Caius, A. D. 41, or on the 60th year before the Christian sera, when tbefintlii* 
umyirateb^an under Canar, Pompey, and Crassus. 
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sed her of giving her consent to these things ; nay, they 
.bed all that Caius had done to her as the cause of it, 
sfdd, she had given a potion to Caius, which had made 
obnaxious to her, and had tied him down to love her by 
evil methods ; insomuch that she, having rendered hun 
acted, was Income the author of all the mischiefs that 
befallen the Romans, and that habitable world which 
subject to them. So that at length it was determined 
she must die ; nor could those of the contrary opinion at 
revail to have her saved; and Lupus was sent accordingly, 
was there any delay made in executing what he went 
It, but he was subservient to those that sent him on the 
opportunity, as desirous to be no way blameable in what 
It be done for the advantage of the people. So, when 
as come into the palace, he found Cesonia, who waa 
;s^8 wife, lying by her husband^s dead body, which also 
bwn on the ground, and destitute of all such things as 
aw allows to the dead, and all over herself besmeared 
the blood of her husband^s wounds, and bewailing the 
t affliction she was under, her daughter lying by her also : 
nothing else was heard in these her circumstances, but 
iomplamt of Caius, as if he had not regarded what she 
often told him beforehand ; which words of hers were 
1 in a different sense even at that time, and are now 
imed equally Ambiguous by those that hear of them, and 
till interpreted according to the different inclinations of 
le. For some said that the words denoted, that she had 
led him to leave off his mad behaviour and his barbarous 
ty to the citizens, and to govern the public with mode- 
a and virtue, lest he should perish oy tbe same way, 
t their using him as he had used them. But some sud, 
as certain words had passed concerning the conspira- 
■he desired Caius to make no delay, but immediately to 
bem all to death, and this whether they were guilty or 
and that thereby he would be out of the fear of any dan- 
and that this was what she reproached him for, when 
idvised him so to do, but he was too slow and tender in 
natter. And this was what Cesonia said, and what the 
ons of men were about it. But, when she saw Lupus 
oacb, she showed him Caius's dead body, and persuaded 
to come nearer, with lamentation and tears ; and as she 
ived that Lupus was in disorder, and approached her 
der to execute some design disagreeable to himself, she 
ivell aware for what purpose he came, and stretched out 
laked throat, and that very cheerfully to him, bewailing 
ase, like one that utterly despaired of her life, and bio- 
him not to bogle at finishing the tragedy they had re- 
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solved upon relating to her. So she boldly received her 
death^s wound at the hand of Lupus, as did the daughter 
after her. So Lupus made haste to inform Cherea of what 
he had done. « 

5. This was the end of Ciuus, after he had reigned four 
years within four months. He was, even before he came ta 
be emperor, ill-natured, and one that had arrived at the ut- 
most pitch of wickedness ; a slave to his pleasures^ and a 
lover of calumny ; greatly affected by every terrible accident, 
and on that account of a very murderous disposition^ where 
he durst show it. He enjoyed his exorbitant power to Uus 
only purpose, to injure those who least deserved it, with un- 
reasonable insolence^ and got his wealth by murder and in- 
justice. He laboured to appear above regarding either what 
was divine, or agreeable to the laws, but was a slave to the 
commendations of the populace ; and whatsoever the laws 
determined to be shameful, and punished, that he esteemed 
more honourable than what was virtuous. He was unmind- 
ful of his friends, how intimate soever, and though they were 
persons of the highest character ; and, if he was once angry 
at any of them, he would inflict punishment upon them on 
the smallest occasions, and e^eemed every man that endea- 
voured to lead a virtuous life, his enemy. And whatsoever 
he commanded, he would not admit of any contradiction to 
his inclinations ; whence it was that he had criminal conver- 
sation with his own sister ;* from which occasion chiefly it 
was also, that a bitter hatred first sprung up again^st him | 
among the citizens, that sort of incest not having been known 
of a long time ; and so this provoked men to distrust him, and 
to hate him that was guilty of it. And for any great or royil 
work that he ever did, which might be for the present and 
for future ages, nobody can name any such, but only the 
haven that he made about Rhegium and Sicily, for reception 
of the ships that brought corn from Egypt ; which was indeed 1 
a work, without dispute, very great in itself^ and of very great ^ 
advantage to the navigation. Yet was not this work brought , I 
to perfection by him^ but was the one half of it left impert'ect, 
by reason of his want of application to it ; the cause of ] 
which was this, that he employed his studies about useless 
matters, and that spending bis money upon such pleasures tf 
concerned no one^s benefit but his own, he could not exert-bis 
liberality in things that were undeniably of great consequenoe. 

* Spanheim here notes from Suetonius, that the name of Caios^s aster vitk ] 
whom he was guilty of incest, was DrutUla ; and that Suetonhu adds, he tm < 
guilty of the same crime with all his sisters also. He notes farther, dbat Sm^ { 
tonius omits the mention of the haven for ships, which our author estMBW ^ 
only public work for the good of the present and future ages whidi Cym^ 
beluDd him, though in an imperfect condition. 
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Otherwise he was an excellent orator, and thoroughly ac* 
quainted with the Greek tongue^ as well as with his own coun- 
try or Roman language. He was also able off-hand and 
r^ulily to give answers to compositions made by others, o£ 
considerable lensih and accuracy. He was also more skilful 
in persuading others to very great things, than any one else, 
and this from a natural affability of temper, which had been 
improved by much exercise and pains-taking ; for as he was 
the grandson* of the brother of Tiberius, whose successor 
he was, this was a strong inducement to his acquiring of 
learning, because Tiberius aspired after the highest pitch of 
that sort of reputation ; and Caius aspired after the like glory 
for eloquence, being induced thereto by the letters of his kins- 
man and his emperor. He was also among the first rank of 
his own citizens. But the advantages he received from his 
learning did not countervail the mischief he brought upon 
himself in the exercise of his authority ; so difficult it is for 
those to obtain the virtue that is necessary for a wise man, 
who have the absolute power to do what they please with- 
out control. At the first he got himself such friends as were 
in all respects the most worthy, and was greatly beloved 
by them, while he imitated their zealous application to the 
leuming and to the glorious actions of the best men ; but 
when he became insolent towards them, they laid aside the 
kindness they had for him, and began to hate him ; from 
which hatred came that plot^ which they had raised against 
him, and wherein he perished* 



CHAP. HI. 



How Claudius was seized upoTi^ and brought out of his house, 
and brought to the camp, and how the senate sent an embas- 
sage to him, 

§ 1. Now when Claudius, as I said above^ went out of that 
way along which Cmus was gone ; and, as the family was in 
a mighty disorder upon the sad accident of the murder of 
CuuB, he was in great distress how to save himself, and was 
found to have hidden himself in a certain narrow place,-)* 
though he had no other occasion for suspicion of any dangers, 
besides the dignity of his birth ; for while he was a private 
man, he behaved himself with moderation^ and was contented 
with his present fortune, applying himself to learning, and 

* This CaiuB was the son of that excellent person Oermanicus, who was the 
MNi of Drusus, the brother of Tiberius the emperor. 

\ This first place Claudius came to was inhabited, and called Hirmtum^ as 
Sptdieim hera informs us firom Sottonins in Claud, cli. x. 
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especially to that of the Greeks, and keeping himself entitelj 
dear from every thing that misfat bring on any disturbance. 
But as at this time the multitude were under a oonsteniati(ni, 
and the whole palace was full of the soldiers^ madness, and 
the very emperor^s^ards seemed under the like fear and ^Bs- 
order with private perons, the band called prdorian, whidi 
was the purest part of the army, was in consultation what was 
to be done at this juncture. Now all those that were ftt this 
consultation, had little regard to the punishment Caius had 
6u£Pered, because he justly deserved such his fortune ; bat 
they were rather considering their own circumstances, how 
they might take the best care of themselves, especially while 
the Germans were busy in punishing the murderiers of Cains; 
which yet was rather done to gratify their own savi^ letti^ 
per, than for the good of the public : all which things dim 
turbed Claudius, who was afraid of his own safety, and tins 
particularly because he saw the heads of Asprenas and hk 
partners carried about. His station had been on a cMaih 
elevated place, whither a few steps led him, and whither Imb 
had retired in the dark by himself. But when Gratus, wbo 
was one of the soldiers that belonged to the palace, saw hidi, 
t)ut did not well know by his countenance who he was^ be^ 
cause it was dark, though he could well judge that it was a 
man who was privately there on some design, ne came neiirtf 
to him, and when Claudius desired that he would retire, he 
ctisoovered who he was, and owned him to be Claudius. 8b 
he said to his followers, ** This is a Germanicus ;* come oB| 
let us choose him for our emperor.^ But when Claudius saw 
they were making preparations for taking him away by foroe^ 
and was afraid they would kill him, as they killed Caius, 
he besought them to spare him, putting them in mind how 
quietly he had demeaned himself, and that he was unac- 
quainted with what had been done. Hereupon Gratus smiled 
upon him, and took him by the right hand, and said, *' Leave 
off. Sir, these low thoughts of saving yourself, while yoa 
ought to have greater thoughts, even of obtaining the em- 
pire, which the gods, out of thciir concern for the hafaitiMe 
world, by taking Caius out of the way, commit to thy virtu- 
ous conduct. Go to, therefore, and accept of the throne of 
thy ancestors.^ So they took him up and carried hhn, be- 
cause he was not then aole to go on root, such was his dread 
«nd his joy at what was told him. 

2, Now there was already gathei^ together about Gratus, 

* How Claudius, another son of Drusus, which Drusus was the fiuher ^ 
Geimanicus, could be here himself called Germanicusy Suetonius infoimi 
when he assures us that, by a decree of the senate, the surname of 
was bestowed on Drusui, and bis poslexlt^ also. In Claud, ch. i. 
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sat number of the guards ; and when they saw Claudius 
ed off, they looked with a sad countenance, as supposine 
he was carried to execution for the mischiefs that had 

lately done ; while yet they thought him a man who 
r meddled with public affurs all his life long, and one 
had met with no contemptible dangers under the reign 
luus; and some of them thought it reasonable that the 
lis should take cognizance of these matters; and, as still 
! and more of the soldiery got together, the crowd about 
ran away, and Claudius could hardly go on, his body was 
so weak ; and those who carried his sedan, upon an in- 
r that was made about his being carried off, ran aiiray 
saved themselves, as despairing of their lord'^s preseru 
D. But when they were come into the large court ol 
lalace (which, as the report goes about it, was inhabited 
sf all the parts of the city of Rome,) and had just reached 
lubUc treasury, many more soldiers came about him as 
to see Claudius's face, and thought it exceeding right to 
! him emperor, on account of their kindness for Ger- 
cus^ who was his brother, and had left behind him a 
reputation among all that were acquainted with him. 
r Teflected also on the covetous temper of the leading men 
e senate, and what great errors they had been guilty of, 
[ the senate had the government formerly ; they also con- 
ed the impossibility of such an undertaking, as also what 
er they should be in, if the government should come to 
^le person, and that such an one should possess it as they 
DO hand in advancing, and not to Claudius, who would 
it as their grant, and as gained by their good-will to him, 
prould remember the favours they had done him, and 
d make them a sufficient recompence for the same. 

These were the discourses the soldiers had one with 
ler by themselves, and they communicated.them to all 

as came into them. Now those that inquired about 
natter, willingly embraced the invitation that was made 

to join with the rest : so they carried Claudius intOitbe 
S crowding about him as his guard, and encompassing 
shout ; one chairman still succeeding another, that their 
ment endeavours might not be hindered. But as to the 
lace and the senators, they disagreed in their opinions, 
latter were very desirous to recover their former dignity, 
were zealous to get clear of the slavery that had been 

fit on them by the injurious treatment of the tyrants, 
the present opportunity afforded them ; but tor the 
le who were envious against them, and knew that the 
jrors were capable of curbing their covetous temper, and 
a refuge from them^ they were very glad that Claudius 
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bad been seized upon, and brought to them ; and thought, 
that if Claudius were made emperor, he would prevent a dfil 
war, such as there was in the days of Fompey. But when 
the senate knew that Claudius was brought into the camp by 
the soldiers, they sent to him those of tbdr body which had 
the best character for their virtues, that they might inform 
him, ^^ that he ought to do nothing by violence^ in order to 
gain the government ; that he who was a single person, one 
either already or hereafter to be a member of their body, 
ought to jrield to the senate, which conristed of so great a 
number ; that he ought to let the law take place in the dispo- 
sal of all that related to the public order, and to remember 
how greatly the former tyrants had afflicted their (dty ; and 
what dangers both he and they had escaped under Cuus; 
and that he ought not to hate the heavy burden of tyrannr^ 
when the injury is done by others, while he did himself wil- 
fully treat his country after a mad and insolent manner ; that 
if he would comply with them, and demonstrate that his firm 
resolution was to five quietly and virtuously, he. would h$em 
the greatest honours decreed to him that a free people couU 
bestow ; and by subjecting himself to the law, would obtain 
this branch of commendation, that he acted like a man cf 
virtue, both as a ruler and a subject ; but that if he would 
act foolishly, and learn no wisdom by Caius^s death, thej 
would not permit him to go on ; that a great part of the 
army was got together for them, with plenty of weapons, aid 
a great number of slavey, which they could make use of; that 
good hope was a great matter in such cases, as was also good 
fortune; and that the gods would never assist any others but 
those that undertook to act with virtue and goodness, who 
can be no other than such as fight for the liberty of thdr 
country/' 

4. Now these ambassadors, Veranius and Brocchus, who 
were both of them tribunes of the people, made this speech to 
Claudius, and falling down upon their knees, they begged cf 
him, that he would by no means throw the city into wars and 
misfortunes; but when they saw what a multitude of soldien 
encompassed and guarded Claudius, and that the forces that 
were with the consuls were, in comparison of them, perfectly 
inconsiderable, they added, that if he did desire the govon- 
inent, he should accept of it as given by the senate ; that 
he would prosper better, and be happier, if be came to it not 
by injustice, but by the good-will of those that would bestow 
it upon him."" 
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CHAP. IV. 

' Wiat thin09 king Jgrippa did for Claudius ; and haw Clou- 
iiui, wSen he had taken the go^emimentj commanded the muV' 
derere of Caiue to be slain. 

- § 1. Now Claudius, though he was sensible after what an 
b insolent manner the senate had sent to him, yet did he, ac- 
r cording to their advice, behave himself for the present with 
I moderation ; but not so far that he could not recover himself 
I out of his fright ; so he was encouraged [to claim the govern. 
I ment] partly oy the boldness of the soldiers, and partly by the 
\ persuasion of king Agrippa, who exhorted him not to let such 
I a dominion slip out of his hands, when it came thus to him 
I of its own accord. Now this Agrippa, with relation to 
^ Caius, did what became one that had been so much honoured 
by bim ; for he embraced Caius^s body after he was dead, 
and liud it upon a bed, and covered it as well as he could, and 
went out to the guards, and told them that Caius was still 
alive ; but he said that they should call for physicians, since 
he was very ill of his wounds. But when ne had learned 
that Claudius was carried away violently by the soldiers, he 
rushed through the crowd to him, and when he found tliat 
ha was in disorder, and ready to resign up the ^vernment 
to the senate, he encouraged bim, and desired him to keep 
the government ; but when he had said this to Claudius, he 
ledred home. And upon the senate^s sending for him, he 
anointed his head with ointment, as if he had lately accom- 
panied with his wife, and had dismissed her, and then came 
to them. He also asked of the senators what Clau(Uus did ; 
who told him the present state of afiairs, and then asked his 
opinion about the settlement of the public He told them 
in words, that be was ready to lose his life for the honour of 
the senate, but desired them to consider what was for their 
advantage, without any regard to what was most agreeable 
to Uiem ; for that those who grasp at government will stand 
IB need of weapons, and soldiers to guard them, unless they 
will set up without any preparation for it, and so fall into 
danger. And when the senate replied, that ** they would 
bring in weapons in abundance, and money, and that as to 
an army, a part of it was already collected together for them, 
and they would raise a larger one by giving the slaves their 
liberty, Agrippa made answer, <* O senators ! may you be 
able to compass what you have a mind to ; yet will I imme- 
diately tell you my thoughts, because they tend to your pre- 
servation ; take notice, then, that the army which will nght 
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for Claudius hath been long exercised in warlike affairs ; but; 
our army will be no better than a rude multitude of nw 
men, and those such as have been unexpectedly made fxpi 
from slavery, and ungovernable ; we must then fight BgraMt. 
those that are skilful in war, with men who know not so modi . 
as how to draw their swords. So that my opinion is, liitt 
we should send some persons to Claudius^ to persuade him 
to lay down the government, and I am ready to be one tJF 
your ambassadors.^ 

2. Upon this speech of Agrippa the senate complied wift 
faim, and he was sent among otners, and privately informed 
Claudius of the disorder the senate was in, and gave hiin in- 
structions to answer them in a somewhat commanding strain, 
«nd as one invested with dignity and authority. AooSrdmfSf 
Claudius said to the ambassadors, that << he did not woiner 
the senate had no mind to have an emperor over them, be- 
cause they had been harassed by the barbarity of those that 
had formerly been at the head of their affairs ; but. thottbaj 
should taste of an equitable government under him, and mo- ^ 
derate times, while he should be only th^r ruler in nam^ 
but the authority should be equally common to them all ; anil 
nnce he had passed through many and various scenes of life 
before their eyes, it would be good for them not to distriut 
him.^ So the ambassadors, upon their hearing this his 80* 
swer, were dismissed. But Claudius discoursed with the 
army which was there gathered together, who took oaths 
that they would persist in their fidelity to him ; upon whid 
he gave the guards every man five thousand* dracbms 
a-piece, and a proportionable quantity to their captains, and 
promised to give tne same to the rest of the armies whereso- 
ever they were. 

3. And now the consuls called the senate together into 
the temple of Jupiter the Conqueror, while it was still night; 
but some of those senators concealed themselves in the city, 
being uncertain what to do upon the bearing of this sum- 
mons ; and some of them went out of the city to their own 
farms, as foreseeing whither the public affairs were going, 
and despairing of liberty : nay, these supposed it much oetter 
for them to be slaves without danger to themselves, and to 
livf a lazy and inactive life, than, by claiming the dignity of 
their forefathers, to run the hazard of their own safety. 

* This nnnAber of drachmae to be distributed to each piifate aoldiex, 6000 
drachmae, equal to 20,000 sesterces, or £161 sterling, seems much Coo laige, 
and directly contradicts Suetonius, chap. x. who makes them in aU imt 16 
sesterces, or 2s. 4d. Vet might Josephus have this number from Agrippa 
junior, though I doubt the thousands, or at least the hundreds, have ban 
added by the transcribers, of which we have had several examples already in"* 
Josephus. 
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Bowever, n hundred and no more were gotten together; and 
aa tiiey were in eonsultation about the present posture cf af- 
HftfaSy a sudden clamour was made by the soldiers that were qd 
M bA aide, *^ desiring that the senate would choose them an 
^iaHIUiiii, and not bring the gorenment into niin by setting 
tl|p«mnltitade of rulers.'^ So they fully dedai^ed themselyes 
la be for the giving the fiOvemment not to all, but to one; 
'hut tbey gave the senate leave to look out tar a person wor- 
diy to be set ov^er them, insomuch that now the affairs of the 
Miate were much worse than before ; because they had not 
Udy failed in the reooveir of their liberty, whidi they boasted 
Aetaaelves of, but were m dread of Claudius alsa Yet were 
Aere those that hankered after the government, both on ae- 
caulit of the dignity of their families, and that accruino; to 
theta br their marriages ; for Marcus Minudanus was ilTus- 
ttioBa, both by his own nobility, and by his having married 
^ttfia^ the sister of Caius, who accordingly was very ready to 
tkum tbe government, although the consuls discouraged him, 
aiod mode one delay after another in proposing it ; that Minu- 
idaaua abo, who was one of Cmus's murderers, restrained 
T(aleriu8 of Asia from thinking of such things ; and a prodi* 
gioas slaughter there had been, if leave had been given to 
wKm^ men to set up for themselves, and oppose Claudius. 
There were also a considerable number of gladiators besides, 
and of those soldiers who kept watch by night in the city, 
and rowers of ships, who all ran into the camp; insomuch 
that of those who put in for the government, some left off 
dieir pretensions in order to spare the city, and others out of 
Sear for theiT own persons. 

4. But as soon as ever it was day, Cherea, and those that 
were with him, came into the senate, and attempted to make 
speechea^to the soldiers. However, the multitude of those 
soldiers when they saw that they were making signals for 
nlenoe with their hands, and were ready to be^n to speak 
ta them, grew tumultuous, and would not let them speak at 
all, because they were all zealous to be under a monarchy ; 
and they demanded of the senate one for their ruler, as not 
enduring any longer delays ; but the senate hesitated about 
either their own governing, or now they should themselves 
be governed, while the soldiers would not admit them to 
goveiH, and the murderers of Caius would not permit the 
soldiers to dictate to them. When they were in these cir* 
cumstances, Cherea was not able to contain the anger he 
bad, and promised, that if they desired an emperor, he would 
give them one, if any one would bring him the watchwoixl 
from Eutychus. Now this Eutychus was charioteer of the 
green-band faction, styled Prasine, and a great friend of 
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Caius ; who used to harass the soldiery with building stafalsf 
for the horses, and spent his time in ignominious Iaboiii%l 
which occasioned Cherea to reproach them with him, and l|| 
abuse them with much other scurrilous langua^; and tqiU 
them, <* he would bring them the head of Claudius ; and tfait 
it was an amazing thing that after their former madness, tiieji 
should commit their government to a fooL^ Yet ware not 
they moved with his words, but drew their swords, and took' 
up their ensigns, and went to Claudius, to join in taking fht 
oath of fidelity to him. So the senate were left without $nj^ 
body to defend them, and the very consuls differed nothing ^ 
from private persons. They were also under constematiflli ! 
and sorrow, men not knowing what would become of theiai j 
because Claudius was very angry at them ; so they fell a i^ 
proaching one another, and repented of what they had doo^ 
At which juncture Sabinus, one of Caius^s murderers, thieiti 
ened that he would sooner come into the midst of them and 
kill himself, than consent to make Claudius emperor, and see 
slavery returning upon them ; he also abused Cherea for kir- 
ing his life too well, while he who was the first in his ooa- 
tempt of Caius, could think it a good thing to live, whei^ 
even by all that they had done for the recovery of their libot^, 
they found it impossible to do it. But Cherea said, he hid 
no manner of doubt upon him about killing himself ; thit 
yet he would first sound the intentions of Claudius before he 
did it 

5. These were the debates [about the senate;] but in the 
camp every body was crowding on all sides to pay their oourt 
to Claudius ; and the other consul, Quintus Fomponius, was 
reproached by the soldiery, as having rather exhorted, the 
senate to recover their liberty ; whereupon they drew their 
swords, and were going to assault him ; and they had done it, 
if Claudius had not hindered them, who snatched the comnl 
out of the danger he was in, and set him by him. But he 
did not receive that part of the senate which was with -Quia* 
tus in the like honourable manner; nay some of them received 
blows, and were thrust away as they came to salute Claudius ; 
nay, Aponius went away wounded, and they were all in dan- 
ger. However, king Agrippa went up to Claudius, and de- 
sired he would treat the senators more gently ; for if any 
mischief should come to the senate, he would have no others 
over whom to rule. Claudius complied with him, and called 
the senate together into the palace, and was carried thither 
himself through the city, while the soldiery conducted him, 
though this .was to the great vexation of the multitude ; for 
Cherea and Sabinus, two of Caius^s murderers, went in the 
/ore-front of them, in an open manner, when Pollio^ whom 
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^ JCIaudius a little before had made captain of his guards, had 
■ent them an epistolary edicts to forbid them to appear in 
|Hiblic. Then did Claudius, upon his coming to the palace, 
St his friends together, and oesired their suffrages about 
here^^. They said, that the work he had done was a glori- 
ous one, but they accused him that he did it of perfidiousness, 
and thought it just to inflict the punishment [of death] upon 
him, to discountenance such actions for the time to come. 
So Cherea was led to his execution, and Lupus, and many 
other Romans with him. Now it is reported, that Cherea 
Ix>re this calamity courageously ; and this, not only by the 
firmness of his own behaviour under it, but by the reproaches 
be laid upon Lupus, who fell into tears ; for when Lupus 
laid his garment aside and complained of the cold,* he said, 
that cold was never hurtful to Lupus, [i, e, a wolf.] And as 
A great many men went along with them to see the sight, 
when Cherea came to the place, he asked the soldier who was 
to be their executioner, whether this office was what he was 
used to ? or whether this was the first time of his using his 
sword in that manner, and desired him to bring that very 
sword with which he himself slew Caius. So he was happily 
killed at one stroke. But Lupus did not meet with such 
good, fortune in going out of the world, since he was timorous, 
and had many blows levelled at his neck, because he did not 
stretch it out boldly [as he ought to have done.] 

6. Now a few days after this, as the parental solemnities 
were just at hand, the Roman multitude made their usual 
oblations to their several ghosts, and put portions into the 
fire in honour of Cherea, and besought him to be merciful to 
them, and not continue his anger against them for their in- 
gratitude. And this was the end of the life that Cherea came 
to. But for Sabinus, although Claudius not only set him at 
liberty, but gave him leave to retain his former command in 
the army, yet did he think it would be unjust in him to fail 
of perfofmmg his obligations to his fellow confederates ; so 
he fell upon his sword, and killed himself, the wound reach- 
ing up to the very hilt of the sword."f" 

* The piercing cold here complained of by Lupus, agrees well to the time 
of the year nirhen Claudius began his reign ; it being for certain about the 
months of November, December, or January, and most probably a few dayi 
afker Jan. 24th, and a few days before the Aoman Parentalla. 

•f- It is both here and elsewhere very remarkable, that the murderers of 
die vilest tjrrants, who yet highly deserved to die, when those murderers were 
vnder oaths, or other the like obligatbns of fidelity to them, were usually reveng- 
ed, and the murderers were cut off themselves, and that after a remarkable manner; 
■ad this sometimes, as in the present case, by those very persons who were not 
lorry for such murders, but got kingdoms by them. The examples are very nu- 
meronsboth in sacred and profane histories, and seem generally indicatiopsof divine 
vengeance on such murderers. Nor is it unworthy of remark, that such murderers 
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the Jews which are in nil the Roman empre, which I have 
^ granted to those at Alexandria, I very willingly comply 
therewith ; and this grant I make not only for the sake of ilie 
petiUonerSy but as judging those Jews for whom I have been 
petitioned, worthy of such a favour, on account of their fide- 
lity and friendship to the Romans. I think it also very just 
that no Grecian city should be deprived of such rights and 
privileges, since they were preserved to them under the great 
Augustus. It will therefore be fit to permit the Jews who 
are in all the world under us^ to keep their ancient customs 
without being hindered so to do. And I do now charge 
them also to use this my kindness to them with moderation, 
and not to show a contempt of the superstitious observances 
of other nations, but to keep their own laws only. And I 
will that this decree of mine be engraven on tables by the 
magistrates of the cities and colonies, and municipal places, 
both those within Italy, and those without it, both kings and 
governors, by the means of their ambassadors, and to have 
them exposed to the public for full thirty days, in such a 
place, whence it may plainly be read from the ground.*** 



CHAP. VI. 

What things were done by Jgrtppa at Jerusalem, when kt 
was returned back into Judea; and what it was that A- 
tronius wrote to the inhabitants of Doris, in behalf of tk 
Jews, 

4 

§ 1. Now Claudius Cassar, by these decrees of his whidi 
were sent to Alexandria, and to all the habitable earth, made 
known what opinion he had of the Jews. So he ifoon sent 
Agrippa away to take his kingdom, now hc^ was advanced 
to a more illustrious dignity than before, and sent letters to 
the presidents and procurators of the provinces, that they 
should treat him very kindly. Accordingly he returned in 
haste, as was likely he would, now h6 returned in so much 
greater prosperity than he had before. He also came to Je- 
rusalem, and o£Pered all the sacrifices that belonged to him, 
and omitted nothing-|- which the law required ; on which ao- 

* This fonn was so known and frequent among the Romans, .as Dr HudsBi 
here tells us, from the great 8elden, that it used to be thus represented at the 
bottom of the edicts by the initial letters only, (7. Z>. P. jR. L* P. Umi» Ik 
Piano Rede Legi PoteUj «« Whence it may plainly be read from the groaad.** 

f Josephus ^ews both here and ch. tIL sect. 3, that he bad a much gmMr 
opinion of king Agrippa I. than Simon the learned Rabbi, than the pwpk 
of Cesarea and Sebsste, ch. vii. sect. 4, and ch. ix. sect. 1, and indeed thsB 
his double dealing between the senate and Claudius, eh. iv. sect. 2, than Idi 
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oount he ordained that many of the Nazarites should have 
tlieir heads shorn. And for the golden chain which had bee n 
given him by Caius, of equal weight with that iron chain 
wherewith his royal hands had been bound, he hung it up 
irithin the limits of the temple, over the treasunr,* that it 
niffht be a memorial of the severe fate he had lain under^ 
and a testimony of his change for the better ; that it might be 
• demonstration how the greatest prosperity may have a fall, 
and that Grod sometimes raises up what is fallen down : for 
this chain, thus dedicated, afforded a document to all men, 
that king Agrippa had been once bound in a chain for a 
imall cause, but recovered his former dignity again ; and a 
little while afterwards got out of his bonds, and was advanced 
to be a more illustrious king than he was before. Whence 
men may understand, that all that part^e of human nature, 
how great soever they are, may fall ; and that those that fall 
may gain their former illustrious dignity again. 

2. And when Agrippa had entirely finished all the duties 
of the divine worship, he removed Theophilus, the son of 
Ananus, from the high-priesthood, and bestowed that honour 
of his on Simon, the son of Boethus, whose name was also 
Cantheras, whose daughter king Herod had married, as I 
have related above. Simon, therefore, had the [hish] priest- 
hood with his brethren, and with his father, in like manner 
as the sons of Simon, the son of Onias, who were three, had 
it formerly under the government of the Macedonians, as we 
have related in a former book. 

3. When the king had settled the high-priesthood after 
this manner, he returned the kindness which the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem had showed him ; for he released them from the 
tax upon houses, every one of which paid it before, thinking 
it a ^xid thing to requite the tender affection of those that 
Wed him. He also ma^e Silas the general of his forces, as 
a man who had partaken with him in many of his troubles. 
Bat after a very little while the young men of Doris, pre- 
ferring a rash attempt before piety, and being naturally bold 
and insolent, carried a statue of Caesar into a synagogue of 
the Jews, and erected it there. This procedure of theirs 
greatly provoked Agrippa ; for it plainly tended to the disso- 
lotion of the laws of his country. So he came without delay 

dm^ter of James, the brother of John, and his imprisonment of Peter, or his 
viiii-^^orious behaviour before he died, both in Acts xii. 1, 2, 3. and here, ch. Iy^ 
leet. 1. wiU justify or allow. Josephus's character was prolnibly taken fiom his 
IM Agrippa, jun. 

* This treasury-chamber seems to have been the very same in which our 
fiifioiir taught, and where the people offered their charity money for the 
icpuii or iShet uses of the temple. Mark xiL 41 , &c Luke sxi. 1. John 
viiL90. 

TOL. itU L 
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to Publius Petronius, who was then president of Sjrria, and 
accused tlie people of Doris, Nor did he less resent what 
was done than did Agrippa; for he judged it a piece of un- 
piety to transgress the laws that regulate the actions of men. 
So he wrote the following letter to the people of Doris, in 
an angry strain : <' Publius Petronius, the president under 
Tiberius ClaudiiHt Csesar Augustus Germanicus, to the ma- 
gistrates of Doris, ordains as follows : Since some of yoa 
have had the boldness, or madness rather, after the edict of 
Claudius Caesar Augustus Germanicus was published, for 
permitting the Jews to observe the laws of their countiy, 
not to obey the same, but have acted in entire oppostion 
thereto, as forbidding the Jews to assemble together in their 
synagogue, by removing Csesar^s statue, and setting it up 
therein, and thereby have offended not only the Jewa, hit 
the emperor himself, whose statue is more coramodioudj 
placed in his own temple, than in a foreign one, where n f 
the place of assembling together ; while it is but a part of ^ 
natural justice, that every one should have the power over P 
the places belonging peculiarly to themselves, according to V 
the determination of Csesar; to say nothing of my own de- " 
termination, which it would be ridiculous to mention after 
the emperor^s edict, which dves the Jews leave to make uie 
of their own customs, as also ^ves order, that they enjoy 
equally the rights of citizens with the Greeks themselves :— i 
therefore ordain, that Proculus Vitellius the centurion bring 
those men to me, who, contrary to Augustuses edict^ hare 
been so insolent as to do this thing, at which those very 
men, who appear to be of principal reputation among theBi 
have an indignation also, and allege for themselves, that it 
was not done with their consent, but by the violence of the 
multitude, that they may give an account of what hath been 
done. I also exhort the principal magistrates among them, 
unless they have a mina to have this action esteemed to 
be done with their consent, to inform the centurion of those 
that were guilty of it, and take care that no handle be hence 
taken for raising a sedition or quarrel among them ; which 
those seem to me to hunt after, who encourage such doings ; 
while both I myself, and king Agrippa, for whom I have the 
highest honour, have nothing more under our care, than that 
the nation of the Jews may have no occasion given them of 
getting together under the pretence of avenging themsjdivefl^ 
and become tumultuous. And that it may be more pub* 
licly known what Augustus hath resolved about this whok 
matter, I have subjoined those edicts which he hath latielT 
caused to be published at Alexandria, and which, alijiooffk 
they may be well known to all, yet did king Agrippa, m 



CHAP. Til. ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWSL 147 

whom I have the highest honour^ read them at that time be- 
fixre my tribunal, and pleaded that the Jews ought not to 
be deprived of those rights which Augustus hath granted 
Aem. I therefore charge you, that you do not, for the time 
to come^ seek for any occasion of sedition or disturbance, 
but that every one be allowed to follow their own religious 
; Costoms.^ 

4.« Thus did Petronius take care of this matter, that such a 
kiBBch of the law might be corrected, and that no such thing 
aigbt be attempted afterwards against the Jews. And now 
king Agrippa took the [high] priesthood away from Simon 
GuitlieraSjand put Jonathan, the son of Ananus, into it again, 
lod owned that he was more worthy of that dignity than the 
iCher. But this was not a thing acceptable to him, to recover 
JMit bis former dignity. So he refused it, and said, <* O king, 
[ sejoice in the honour thou hast for me, and take it kindly, 
hat thou wouldst give me such a dignity of thy own incli- 
lotioiis, although God hath judged that I am not at all wor- 
hy of the high-priesthood. I am satisfied with having once 
Hit on the sacred garments ; for I then put them on after a 
Dare holy manner than I should now receive them again. 
Sat if thou desirest that a person more worthy than myself 
ihould have this honourable employment, give me leave to 
oamel thee such an one. I have a brother that is pure from 
ill sin against God, and of all offences against thyself ; I 
Neommend him to thee, a& one that is fit for this dignity.^ 
Bo the king was pleased with these words of his, and passed 
Ira Jonathan, and, according to his brother^s desire, bestowed 
lae high-priesthood upon Matthias. Nor was it long before 
Haicus succeeded Petronius as president of Syria. 



CHAP. VII. 



Concerning SilaSf and on what account it was that king Ag^ 
rippa was angry at him. How Agrippa began to enccmr 
poMM Jerusalem with a wall ; and what benefits he bestowed on 
the inhabitants of Berj/tus. 

tl. Now Silas, the general of the king^s horse, because he 
i bfeen faithful to him under all his misfortunes, and had 
ibever refused to be a partaker with him in any of his dangers, 
Vut had oftentimes undergone the most hazardous dangers 
ht him, was full of assurance, and thought he might expect 
tMurt of equality with the king, on account of the firmness 
of the fnendship he had showed to him. Accordingly, he 
Vpiild no where let the king sit as his superior, and took the 
fike Kberty in speaking to him upon all occasions \ tiVVYveV^e- 

L2 
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came troublesome to the king, when they were merry togethei^ 
extolling himself beyond measure, and often putting the Idng 
in mind of the severity of fortune he had undergone, that he 
might, by way of ostentation, demonstrate what zeal he had 
showed in his service ; and was continually harping upon tUi 
string, what pains he had taken for him, and much enlarged 
still upon that subject. The repetition of this so freqiKDtljf 
seemed to reproach the king, insomuch that be took this un- 
governable liberty of talking, very ill at his hands* For thei^ 
commemoration of times, when men have been under igno^i 
miny, is by no means agreeable to them ; and be is a ventj 
silly man who is perpetually relating to a person what kino^i 
nesses he hath done him. At last, therefore, Silas had fli; 
thoroughly provoked the king^s indignation, that he adid^ 
rather out of passion than good consideration, and did nob. 
only turn Silas out of his place, as general of his horse, bof^ 
sent him in bonds into his own country. But the edge of 
anger wore off by length of time, and made room for 
just reasonings as to his judgment about this man, and 
considered how many labours he had undergone for bis 
So when Agrippa was solemnizing his birth-day, and he 
festival entertainments to all his subjects, he sent for Silas 
the sudden to be his guest. But, as he was a very frank 
he thought he had now a just handle given him to be 
which he could not conceal from those that came for 
but said to them, ^^ What honour is this the king invites 
to, which I conclude will soon be over ? For the king 
not let me keep those original marks of the good-will I 
him, which I once had from him; but he hath plundered 
and that unjustly also. Does he think that I can leavi 
that liberty of speech, which, upon the consciousness of nf 
deserts, I shall use more loudly than before, and shall rebli 
how many misfortunes I have delivered him from? hot 
many labours I have undergone for him, whereby I procured 
him deliverance and respect ? as a reward for which I iaM 
borne the hardships of bonds, and a dark prison. I siiiB 
never forget this usage. Nay, perhaps, my very soul, whcll 
it is departed out of the body, will not forget the glorious 
tions I did on his account.^ This was the clamour he ma 
and he ordered the messengers to tell it to th^ king. So 
perceived that Silas was incurable in his folly, and still 
fered him to lie in prison. 

2. As for the walls of Jerusalem, that were adjoining | 
the new city [Bezetha,] he repaired them at the expense JL 
the public, and built them wider in breadth and higher in i^ 
titude ; and he had made them too strong for all human po^"^ 
to demolish, unless Marcus, the then president of Syri^ luA 
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by letter inrormed Claudius Cassar of what he was doing 
And when Claudius had some suspicion of attempts for inno- 
vation, he sent to Agrippa to leave off the building of those 
walls presently. So he obeyed, as not thinking it proper to 
coatradict Claudius. 
S. Now this king was by nature very beneficent, and libe- 
. al^io his gifts, and very ambitious to oblige people with such 
, lurge donations ; and he made himself very illustrious by the 
IBanv chargeable presents he made them. He took delight 
k giving, and rejoiced in living with good reputation. He 
iRos not at all like that Herod who reigned before him ; for 
Ibat Herod was ill-natured, and severe in his punishments, 
ind had no mercy on them that he hated ; and every one per* 
^▼ed, that he was more friendly to the Greeks than to the 
Eews; for he adorned foreign cities with large presents in 
Doney ; with building them baths and theatres besides; nay, 
n some of those places he erected temples, and porticoes in 
itbers ; but he did not vouchsafe to raise one of the least edi- 
in any Jewish city, or make them any donation that 
worth mentioning. But Agrippa^s temper was mild, 
ind equally liberal to all men. He was humane to foreigners, 
md made them sensible of his liberality. He was in like 
Danner rather of a gentle and compassionate temper. Ac- 
mdingly he loved to live continually at Jerusalem, and was 
izactly careful in the observance of the laws of his country. 
B(e therefore kept himself entirely pure ; nor did any day 
MM over his head without his appointed sacrifice. 

4h However, there was a certain man of the Jewish nation 
It Jerusalem, who appeared to be very accurate in the know* 
ledffe cxf the law. His name was Simon. This man got to- 
fe&er an assembly, while the king was absent at Cesarea, 
lAd had the insolence to accuse him as not living bolily, and 
that he might justly be excluded out of the temple, since it 
lldonged only to native Jews. But the general of Agrippa^s 
imiy informed him, that Simbn had made such a speech to 
lie people. So the king sent for him ; and, as he was then 
itting in the theatre, he bid him sit down by him, and said 
D him with a low and gentle voice, ^* What is there done in 
Ins place that is contrary to the law ?^ But he had nothing 
D say for himself, but begged his pardon. So the king was 
■ore easily reconciled to him than one could have imagined. 
It esteeming mildness a better quality in a king than anger, 
Ukd knowing that moderation is more becoming in great mej) 
Attm passion. So he made Simon a small present, and dis* 
nmta him. 

5. Now, as Agrippa was a great builder in many places, 
k pud a peci\liar regard to the people of Berytus; for hg 
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erected a theatre for them, superior to many other of that 
sort, both in sumptuousness and elegance, as also an amphi- 
theatre, built at vast expenses ; and besides these, he built 
them baths and porticoes, and spared for no costs in any of 
his edifices, to render them both handsome and large. He 
also spent a great deal upon their dedication, and exhibited 
shows upon them, and brought thither musicians of all eofts, 
and such as made the most delightful music of the greiAett 
variety. He also showed his magnificence upon the theatre, 
in his great number of gladiators ; and there it was that he 
exhibited the several antagonists, in order to please the spec- 
tators ; no fewer indeed than seven hundred men to fisht with 
seven hundred other men ;* and allotted all the roalefacton 
he had for this exercise, that both the malefactors might le- 
ceive their punishment, and that this operation of war tmght 
be a recreation in peace. And thus were these criminals aS 
destroyed at once. 



CHAP. VIII. 



What other acts were done by Agrippa uniU his deeA; 

and after what manner he died. 

§. 1. When Agrippa had finished what I have above related, 
at Berytus, he removed to Tiberias, a city of Galilee. Nov 
he was in great esteem amon^ other kings. Accordlii^y 
there came to him Antiochus, King of Commagena; Sam[H 
sigeramus, king of Emesa; and Cotys, who was king of tne 
lesser Armenia ; and Polemo, who was king of Pontus; as also 
Herod his brother, who was king of Chalcis. All thesehe 
treated with agreeable entertainments, and after an obOgiiig 
i&anner, and so as to exhibit the greatness of his mind, and so 
as to appear worthy of those respects which the kings paid 
to him, by coming thus to see him. However, while these 
kings staid with him, Marcus, the president of Syria, came 
thither. So the king, in order to preserve the respect thit 
was due to the Romans, went out oi the city to meet him, as 
far as seven furlongs. But this proved to be the ~ 
of a difiPerence between him and Marcus ; for he 
him in his chariot those other kings as his assessors. But 
Marcus had a suspicion what the meaning could be of so 
great a friendship of these kings one with another, and did 
not think so close an agreement of so many potentates to be 
for the interest of the Romans. He therefore sent some of 

* A strange number of condemned criminals to be under the sentenoe of dnth 
at once ; no fewer^ it 8eems» than 1400. 
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.his domestics to every one of them, and enjoined them to go 
their ways home without farther delay* This was very ill 
tMken by Agrippa, who after that became his enemy. And 
now he took the high-pnesthood away from Matthias, and 
made Elioneus, the son of Cantheras, high priest in his 
Mead. 

8* Now when Agrippa had reigned three years over all Ju« 
deiy he came to the aty Cesarea, which was formerly called 
StratD^s Tower ; and there he exhibited shows in honour of 
CflBsar, upon his being informed that there was a certiun fes- 
tivBl celebrated to mue vows for his safety. At which fes- 
tival a great multitude was gotten together of the principal 
penons, and such as were of dignity through his province. 
On the second day of which shows he put on a garment made 
wlioliy of silver, and of a contexture truly wonderful, and 
came into the theatre early in the morning ; at which time 
the silver of his garment being illuminated by the first re- 
flection of the sun^s rays upon it, shone out after a surprising 
manner, and was so resplendent as to spread a horror over 
those that looked intently upon him ; and presently his flat- 
terers cried out, one from one place and another from ano- 
thcr, (though not for his good,) that <^ he was a god ;"' and 
they added, '< be thou merciful to us ; for although we have 
hitoerto reverenced thee only as a man, yet shall we hence- 
forCb own thee as superior to mortal nature.^ Upon this the 
king did neither rebuke them nor reject their impious flat- 
tenr. But as he presently afterward looked up, he saw an 
owl* sitting on a certain rope oyer his head, and immedi- 

* We hsTtt s migbty cry made here by some critics, as if the great Eusebius 
bid on viirpose fals&ed this account of Josepbus, so as to make it agree with 
ditpsraUd account in the Acto of the Apostles : because the present copies of 
Ui dtadon of it, Hist. Ecdes. B. it ch. z. omit the words ^»C«»»— 4«')^;^MMir 
npnf, L t.a» owU^am a certaim ropey which Josephus's present copies retain, and 
aiiljr have the explicatory word iyytXi* or angel; as if he meant that angel of 
As Lord which St Luke mentions as smiting Herod, Acts xiL 23. and not 
that owl which Josepbus called an angel or metsengers formerly of goody hni now 
^lad newt to Agrippa. This accusation is a somewhat strange one in the 
CMe of the great Eusebius, who is known to have so accurately and faithfully 
pradnced a rast number of other ancient records, and particularly not a few out 
ef our Josepbus also, without any suspicion of prefarication. Now, not to 
aOcge how uncertain we are, whether Josepbu8*s and Eusebius's copies of the 
ftuth century were just like the present in this clause, which we have no dis- 
tiact efidence of, the following words, preserved still in Eusebius, will not ad- 
mit of any such exposition. «« This [bird] (says Eusebius,) Agrippa presently 
l^rtedved to be the cause of ill fortune, as it was once of good fortune to him ;*' 
vhkh can only belong to that bird the o»/, which, as it had formerly foreboded 
Ida hiqppy deliyerance from imprisonment, Antiq. B. xviii. ch. vi. sect 7* vol. 
bL so was it then foretold to prove afterward the unhappy forerunner of his 
death in ftvt days time. If the improper word atru*, or cautCy be changed for 
Josephu8*s proper word iyytXtt angel or 'mettengery and the foregoing words, 
ikCimi.Ur) tx^mu rtnty be inserted, £usibius*s text will truly represent that 
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alelj understood that this bird was the messenger of ill tid- 
iiigSy as it had once been the messenger of good tidings to 
him ; and fell into the deepest sorrow. A severe pain alaa 
arose in his belly, and began in a m^)st violent manner. Hi 
therefore lookeci upon his friends, and said, *^ I, whom von 
call a god^ am commanded presently to depart this hfe; 
while Providence thus reproves the lying words you just now 
said to me ; and I, who was by you called immortal^ am iin« 
mediately to be hurried away by death. But I am bound to 
accept of what Providence allots, as it pleases God ; for we 
have by no means lived ill, but in a splendid and happy man- 
ner.^ When he said this^ his pain was become violent. Ac- 
cordingly he was carried into the palace ; and the rumoar 
went abroad every where, that he would certainly die in a 
little time. But the multitude presently sat in sacklodi, j 
with their wives and children, after the law of their country, 
and besought God for the king^s recovery. All places were 
also full of mourning and lamentation. Now the king rested 
in a high chamber, and as he saw them below lying prostrate 
on the ground, he could not himself forbear weeping. And 
when he had been quite worn out by the pain in his belly, tx 
five days, he departed this life, being in the fifty-fourth year 
of his age, and m the seventh year of his reign ; for he reign- 
ed four years under Ciuus Caesar; three of them were over 
Philip's tetrarchy only, and on the fourth he had that of He- 
rod added to it : and he reigned besides those, three years 
under the reign of Claudius Csesar. In which time he remncd 
over the fore-mentioned countries,*and also bad Judea aoded 
to them, as well as Samaria and Cesarea. The revenues that 
he received out of them were verv great, no less than twelve 
millions of drachmae.* Yet did he borrow great sums from 
others ; for he was so very liberal that his expences exceeded 
his incomes, and his generosity was boundless.-|- 

in Josephus. Had this imperfection been in some heathen authors that wtt ia 
good esteem with our modem aitics, they would have readily corrected thcsoi is 
barely errors in the copies ; but being in an ancient Christian writer, not so weU 
relished by many of those critics, nothing 'will serve but the ill-grounded inp* 
posal of wijful corruption and prevarication. 

* This sum of 12;000,000 drachmae, which is equal to 3,000,000 shdcdt, 
i. e. at 2s. lOd. a shekel, equal to £425,000 sterling, was Agrippa the Greaffe 
yearly income, or about three quarters of his grandfather Herod's income ; be 
having abated the tax upon houses at Jerusalem, ch. vL sect 3. and was not so 
tyrannical as he had been to the Jews. See the note on Antiq. B. xrii. du zL 
sect. 4. vol. iL A large sum this ! but not, it seems, sufficient fox bis extrava* 
gant expences. 

f Reiand takes notice here, not improperly, that Josephus omita the re- 
conciliation of this Herod Agrippa to the Tyrians and Sidoniaos, by the means 
of Blastus the king's chamberlain, mentioned Acts xii. 20. Nor is there 
any history in the world so complete, as to omit nothing that other historians 
take notice of, unless the one be taken out of the other, and accommodated toft- 
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^ S. But before the multitude were made acqudnted with 

4 Agrippa'^fl being expired, Hercxl, the king of Cbalds, and 
i Helcias the master of his horse, and the king^s friend, sent 

5 Aristo, one of the king^s most faithful servants, and slew 
V Silas, who had been their enemy, as if it had been done by 
1^ ' the king^a own command. 



( 



? CHAP. IX. 

I VHutt thingB were done after the death of Akrippa ; and how 
Claudius^ on account of the youth and unaldljulness ofAgrippa 
junior, sent Cuspiua Fadus to be procurator of Judea, and of 
that entire kingdom, 

!\1* And thus did king Agrippa depart this life. But he 
eft behind him a son, Agrippa by name, a youth in the seven, 
teenth year of his age, and three daughters ; one of which, 
Bemicej was married to Herod his father^s brother, and was 
sixteen years old ; the other two, Mariamne and Drusilla, 
were still virgins : the former was ten years old, and Drusilla 
six. Now these his daughters were thus espoused by their 
fiuher, Mariamne to Julius Archelaus Epiphanes, the son of 
Antiochus, the son of Chelcias, and Drusula to the king of 
Commaffena. But when it was known that Agrippa was 
d^Mirted this life, the inhabitants of Cesarea and of Sebaste 
forgot the kindness he had bestowed on them, and acted the 
part of the bitterest enemies ; for they cast such reproaches 
uppn the deceased as are not fit to be spoken of; and so 
many of them as were then soldiers, which were a great num- 
ber, went to his house, aud hastily carried off the statues* 
of this king's daughters, and all at once carried them into 
the brothel houses, and when they had set them on the tops 
of those houses, they abused them to the utmost of their 
power, and did such things to them as are too indecent to be 
related. They also laid themselves down in public places, 
and celebrated general feastings, with garlands on their heads, 
and with ointments and libations to Charon, and drinking to 
one another for joy that the king was expired. Nay, they 
were not only unmindful of Agrippa, who had extended his 
liberality to them in abundance, but of his grandfather He« 
rod also, who had himself rebuilt their cities, and had raised 
them havens and temples at vast expenses. 

2. Now Agrippa the son of the deceased, was at Rome, 
and brought up with Claudius Caesar. And when Caesar 

* Photius, who made an extract out of this section, says, they were not the 
statues or images, but the ladies themselves, which were thus basely abused by 
th« tddiers. Cod. ccxxxyiiL 
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was informed that Agrippa was dead, and that the inhal^- 
tant3 of Sebaste and Cesarea had abused him, he was sonj 
for the first news, and was displeased at the ingratitude of 
those cities. He was therefore disposed to send Agrippa 
junior away presently to succeed his fath^ in the kingdom, 
and was willing to confirm him in it by his oath. But those 
freedmen and friends of his, who had the greatest authority 
with him, dissuaded him from it, and said, that ^* it was a 
dangerous experiment to permit so large a kingdom to come 
under the government of so very young a man, and one hardly 
yet arrived at the years of discretion, who would not be able 
to take sufficient care of its administration ; while the weight 
of a kingdom is heavy enough to a grown man.^ So Caesar 
thought what they said to be reasonable. Accordingly he 
sent Cuspius Fadus to be procurator of Judea, and ot the 
entire kingdom, and paid that respect to the deceased, as not 
to introduce Marcus, who had been at variance with bimi 
into his kingdom. But he determined, in the first place, to 
send orders to Fadus, that he should chastise the inhabitantB 
of Cesarea and Sebaste for those abuses they had offered to 
him that was deceased, and their madness towards his daugh- 
ters that were still alive ; and that he should remove £at 
body of soldiers that were at Cesarea and Sebaste, with the 
five regiments, into Pontus, that they might do their militonr 
duty there, and that he should choose an ecjual number of sol- 
diers out of the Roman Legions that were m Syria, to supriy 
their place. Yet were not those that had such orders actually 
removed ; for by sending ambassadors to Claudius, they mol- 
lified him, and got leave to abide in Judea stiU ; and these 
were the very men that became the source of very great ca- 
lamities to the Jews in after times, and sowed the seeds of 
that war which began under Florus ; whence it was, that 
when Vespasian had subdued the country, he removed them 
out of his province, as we shall relate hereafter.* 

* ThiB history is now wanting. 
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BOOK XX. 



CmUaming the inierval of tweiity4wo years. 

FROM FAJDUS THE PBOCUBATOB TO FLORUS. 
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CHAP. I. 



A sedition of the Philadelphiana against the Jews ; and also 
concerning the oestmsnts of the high priest. 

& 1. U PON the death of king Agrippa, which we have re- 
nted in the forgoing book, Claudius Caesar sent Cassius 
Longinus, as successor to Marcus, out of regard to the me- 
mory of Idng Agrippa, who had often desired of him by let- 
ters, while he was alire, that he would not suffer Marcus to 
be any longer president of Syria. But Fadus, as soon as he 
was come procurator into Judea, found quarrelsome doings 
between the Jews that dwelt in Perea, and the people of 
Philadelphia, about their borders, at a village called Mia, 
that was filled with men of a warlike temper ; for the Jews 
of Perea had taken up arms without the consent of their prin- 
dpal men, and had destroyed many of the Philadelphians. 
When Fadus was informed of this procedure, it provoked 
him very much that they had not left the determination of 
the matter to him, if they thought that the Philadelphians 
had done them any wrong, but had rashly taken up arms 
against them. So he seized upon three of their pnndpal 
men, who were also the causes of this sedition, ana ordered 
them to be bound, and afterward had one of them slain, whose 
name was Hannibal, and he banished the other two, Amram 
and Eleazar. Tholomy also, the arch-robber, was after some 
time brought to him bound, and slain, but not till he had done 
a world of mischief to Idumea and the Arabians. And in* 
deed, from that time Judea was cleared of robberies by the 
care and providence of Fadus. He also at this time sent for 
the high priests and the principal citizens of Jerusalem, and 
this at the command of the emperor, and admonished them, 
that they should lay up the long garment, and the sacred vest- 
ment, which it is customary for nobody but the high priest 
to wear, in the tower of Antonia, that it might be under the 

Sower of the Romans, as it had been formerly. Now the 
ews durst not contradict what he had said,' but desired Fa> 
dus, however, and Longinus (which last was come to Jeru* 
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salem, and had brought a great army with him, out of a fear 
that the [rigid] injunctions of Fad us should force the Jews to 
rebel,) that they might, in the first place, have leave to send 
ambassadors to Caesar to petition him, that they may have the 
holy vestments under their own power; and that, in theneit 
place, they would tarry till they knew what answer Claudius 
would give to that their request. So they replied, that they 
would give them leave to send their ambassadors, provided 
they would give them their sons as pledges [for their peace- 
able behaviour.] And when they had agreed so to do, and 
had given them the pledges they desired, the ambassadors 
were sent accordingly. But when, upon their coming to 
Bome, Agrippa junior, the son of the deceased, understood 
the reason why they came (for he dwelt with Claudius Caesar 
as we said before,) he besought Caesar to grsfht die Jews their 
request about the holy vestments, and to send a message to 
Fadus accordingly. 

8. Hereupon Claudius called for the ambassadors, and 
told them, tnat ** he granted their request ;^ and bade them 
to return their thanks to Agrippa for this favour, which had 
been bestowed on them upon his entreaty. Aad, besides 
these answers of his, he sent the following letter by tbem : 
<^ Claudius Caesar Grermanicus, tribune of the people the fifth 
time, and designed consul the fourth time, ana imperator the 
tenth time, the father of his country, to the magistrates, 8^ 
nate, and people, and the whole nation of the Jews, sendetb 
greeting : Upon the representation of your ambassadors to 
me by Agrippa, my friend, whom I have brought up, and 
have now with me, and who is a person of very great piety» 
who are come to give me thanks for the care I have taken of 
your nation, and to entreat me, in an earnest and obliging 
manner, that they may have the holy vestments, with the 
crown belonging to them, under their power ; I grant their 
request, as that excellent person Vitellius, who is veiy dear 
to me, bad done before^ me. And I have complied with your 
desire, in the first place, out of regard to that piety which I 
profess, and because I would have every one worship God- 
according to the laws of their own country ; and this I do 
also because I shall hereby highly gratify king Herod and 
Agrippa junior, whose sacred regards to me, and earnest 
good-will to you, I am well acquainted with, and with whom 
I have the greatest friendship, and whom I highly esteem, 
and look on as persons of the best character. Now I have 
written about these afiairs to Cuspius Fadus, my procurator. 
The names of those that brought me your letters, Cornelius 
the son of Cero, Trypho the son of Theudio, Dorotheus the 
son of Nathaniel, and John the son of John. This letter is 
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dated before the fourth of the calends of July, when Rufus 
and Pompeius Sylvbnus are consuls.^ 

3. Herod also, the brother of the deceased Agrippa, who 
was then possessed of the royal authority over Chalcis, peti- 
tioned Claudius Csssar for the authority over the temple, and 
the money of the sacred treasure, and the choice of the high 
priests, and obtained all that he petitioned for. So that after 
that time this authority continued among all his descendants 
till the end of the war.* Accordingly Herod removed the 
last high-priest, called Cantheras, and bestowed that dignity 
on his successor Joseph, the son of Camus. 



CHAP. II. 



How Helena^ the Q^een of Adiahenej and her son Izates em- 
braced the Jewish religion ; and how Helena supplied the 
poor with com, when there was a great famine at Jerusalem. 

8 1. About this time it was that Helena, queen of Adia< 
bene, and her son Izates, changed their course of life, and 
embraced the Jewish customs, and this on the occasion fol- 
lowing : Monobazus, the king of Adiabene, who had also the 
name of Bazeus, fell in love with his sister Helena, and took 
her to be his wife, and begat her with child. But as he was 
in bed with her one night, iie laid his hand upon his wife^s 
belly, and fell asleep, and seemed to hear a voice, which bid 
him take his hand off his wife^s belly, and not hurt the in- 
fant that was therein, which, by God^s providence, would be 
safely born, and have a happy end. This voice put him 
into disorder ; so he awaked immediately, and told the story 
to his wife ; and when his son was borii, be called him Izates. 
He had indeed Monobazus, his elder brother, by Helena 
also, as he had other sons by other wives besides. Yet did 
he openly place all his affections on this his only begotten 
son*!* Izates, which was the origin of that envy which his 
other brethren, by the same father, bore to him ; while on this 
account they hated him more and more, and were all under 
great affliction that their father should prefer Izates before 
them. Now, although their father was very sensible of these 

• Here is some error in the copies, oz mistake in Josephns ; for the power of 
appointing high priests, after Herod lung of Chalds was dead, and Agrippa jonior 
waa made king of Chalcis in his room, belonged to him, and he ezesosed the 
same all along till Jerusalem was destrojed, as JasephoB elsewhere infoima us, 
cfa. yiii. sect. 8, 11. ch. iz. sect. 1, 4, 6, 7* 

-|- Josephus here uses the word /tnaytnii an only 'begotten ton, for no other 
than one best beloved^ as does both ihe Old and New Testament, I mean where 
there were one or more sOns besidei, Qtn, xxiL t* Heb. id» 17* Sm the note on 
B. i. eh. ziii. sect. 1. voL L 
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their passions, yet did he forgive them, as not indulging those 
passions out of an ill disposition, but out of a desire eadi of 
them hadjto be beloved by their father. However, he sent 
Izates with many presents to Abennerig, the king of Charax 
Spasini, and that out of the great dread he was in about him 
lest he should come to some misfortune, by the hatred his 
brethren bore him ; and he committed his son's preservatiba 
to him. Upon which Abennerig gladly received the young 
man, and had a great affection for him, and married him 
to his own daughter, whose name was Samacha: he also 
bestowed a country upon him, from which he received large 
revenues. 

2. But when Monobazus was grown old, and saw that he 
bad but a little time to live, he had a mind to come to the 
sight of his son before he died. So he sent for him, and 
embraced him after the most affectionate manner, and be- 
stowed on him the country called Cams ; it was a soil that 
bare amomum in great plenty : there are also in it the re- 
mains of that ark, wherein it is related that Noah escaped 
the deluge, and where they are still shown to sucli as are 
desirous to see them.* Accordingly Izates abode in that 
country until his father's death. But the very day that Mo- 
nobazus died, queen Helena sent for all the grandees, and 
governors of the kingdom, and for those that had the armies 
committed to their command ; and when they were come, she 
made the following speech to them : *^ I believe you are not 
unacquainted that my husband was desirous Izates should 
succeed him in the government^ and thought him worthy so 
to do. However, I wait your determination ; for happy is 
he who receives a kingdom, not from a single person only, 
but from the willing suffrages of a great many.'' This she 
said in order to try those that were invited, and to discover 
their sentiments. Upon the hearing of which, they first of 
all paid their homage to the queen, as their custom was, and 
then they said, that ^* they confirmed the king's determina- 
tion, and would submit to it ; and they rejoiced that Izates^s 
father had preferred him before the rest of his brethren, as 
being agreeable to all their wishes : but that they were de- 
sirous first of all to slay his brethren and kinsmen, that so the 
government might come securely to Izates ; because if they 
were once destroyed, all that fear would be over whidb 
mnght arise from their hatred and envy to him. Helena 
replied to this, that ** she returned them her thanks for thrir 
kindness to herself, and to Izated; but desired that they wonkl 

* It is here very lemarkable, that the remains of Noah*8 ark were belierad to 
be still in being in the days of Josephus. See the note on B. L chap. Ui* ledi 
& Toi. i. 
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however defer the executiOD of this slaughter of Izates^s 
brethren till he should be there himself, and give his appro- 
bation to it.^ So since these men had not prevailed with 
ber, when they advised her to slay them, they exhorted her 
it least to keep them in bonds till he should come^ and that 
Tor their own security ; they also gave her counsel to set up 
tome one whom she could put the greatest trust in, as a 
ap>vernor of the kingdom in the mean time. So queen 
Helena complied with this counsel of theirs, and set up 
MoDobazus, the eldest son, to be king, and put the diadem 
upon his head^ and gave him his father^s ring, with its signet, 
as also the ornament which they called Sampser, and exhorted 
him to administer the affairs of the kingdom till his brother 
should come ; who came suddenly upon his hearing that his 
father was dead, and succeedeS his brother Monobazus, who 
resigned up the government to him. 

3. Now during the time Izates abode at Charax Spasini, 
a certain Jewish merchant, whose name was Ananias, got 
among the women that belonged to the king, and taught them 
to worship Grod according to the Jewish religion. He, more- 
over, by tneir means^ became known to Izates, and persuaded 
him in like manner to embrace that religion ; he also, at the 
earnest entreaty of Izates, accompanied him when he was sent 
for by his father to come to Adiabene : it also happened, that 
Helena, about the same time, was instructed by a certain 
other Jew, and went over to them. But when Izates had 
taken the kingdom, and was come to Adiabene, and there saw 
hit brethren, and other kinsmen in bonds, he was displeased 
at it : and as he thought it an instance of impiety either to 
slay or to imprison them ; but still thought it an hazardous 
thmg for to let them have their liberty, with the remem- 
brance of the injuries that had been offered them, he sent 
some of them and their children for hostages to Rome, to 
Claudius Caesar, and sent the others to Artabanus, the king 
of Parthia, with the like intentiona. 

4. And when he perceived that his mother was highly 
pleased with the Jewish customs, he made haste to change, 
and to embrace them entirely ; and as he supposed that he 
oould not be thoroughly a Jew unless he were circumcised, 
he viras ready to have it done. But when his mother under- 
stood what he was about^ she endeavoured to' hinder him 
from doing it, and said to him, that *^ this thing would bring 
him into danger ; and that, as he was a king, he would thereby 
bring himself into great odium among his subjects, when they 
should understand that he was so fond of rites that were to 
them strange and foreign ; and that they would never bear to 
l)e ruled over by a Jew.^ Thb it was that she said to him. 
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alelj understood that this bird was the messenger of ill tid- 
ings, as it had once been the messenger of good tidings to 
him ; and fell into the deepest sorrow. A severe pain alaa 
arose in his belly, and began in a m^)st violent manner. Hi 
therefore lookeci upon his friends, and said, *^ I, whom yoa 
call a god^ am commanded presently to depart this hfe; 
while Providence thus reproves the lying words you just now 
said to me ; and I, who was by you called immortal^ am im- 
mediately to be hurried away by death. But I am bound to 
accept of what Providence allots, as it pleases God ; for we 
have by no means lived ill, but in a splendid and happy man- 
ner.^; When he said this, his pain was become violent. Ac 
cordingly he was carried into the palace ; and the rumour 
went abroad every where, that he would certainly die in a 
little time. But the multitude presently sat in sacklotbi 
with their wives and children, after the law of their country, 
and besought God for the king^s recovery. All places were 
also full of mourning and lamentation. Now the icing rested 
in a high chamber, and as he saw them below lying prostrate 
on the ground, he could not himself forbear weeping. And 
when he had been quite worn out by the pain in his belly, fiNr 
five days, he departed this life, being in the fifty-fourth year 
of his age, and in the seventh year of his reign ; for herdgn- 
ed four years under Ciuus Caesar; three of them were over 
Philip's tetrarchy only, and on the fourth he had that of He- 
rod added to it : and he reigned besides those, three yean 
under the reign of Claudius Csesar. In which time he reisned 
over the fore-mentioned countries,*and also had Judea added 
to them, as well as Samaria and Cesarea. The revenues that 
he received out of them were verv great, no less than twelve 
millions of drachmae.* Yet did he borrow great sums from 
others ; for he was so very liberal that his expences exceeded 
his incomes, and his generosity was boundless.-|- 

in Josephus. Had this imperfection been in some heathen authors that wtt in 
good esteem with our modem aitics, they would have readily corrected thcsoi is 
barely errors in the copies ; but being in an andent Christian writer, not so weU 
relished by many of those critics, nothing 'will serve but the ill-grounded inp* 
posal of wijful corruption and prevarication, 

* This sum of 12;000,000 drachmae, which is equal to 3,000,000 shdcdt, 
i. e. at 2s. lOd. a shekel, equal to £425,000 sterling, was Agrippa the Greaffe 
yearly income, or about three quarters of his grandfather Herod's income ; be 
having abated the tax upon houses at Jerusalem, ch. vi. sect 3. and was not so 
tyrannical as he had been to the Jews. See the note on Antiq. B. xriL du zi 
sect. 4. voL iL A large sum this ! but not, it seems, sufficient fox bis extrsfa* 
gant expences. 

-)- Reland takes nodce here, not improperly, that Josephus omits the re- 
conciliation of this Herod Agrippa to the Tyrians and Sidoniaos, by the means 
of Blastus the king's chamberlain, mentioned Acts xii. 20. Nor is there 
any history in the world so complete, as to omit nothing that other histoiiaas 
iake notice of^ unless the one be taken out of the other, and accommodated toil* 
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I S. But before the multitude were made acquainted with 

t Agrippa*8 being expired, Herod, the king of Cbalds, and 

is Helcias the master of his horse, and the king^s friend, sent 

V Aristo, one of the king^s most faithful servants, and slew 

IT Silas, who had been their enemy, as if it had been done by 

t: the king^a own command. 



CHAP. IX. 

What thing» were done after the death of Agrippa ; and how 
Claudius^ on account of the youth and unskiljulnesa of Agrippa 
junior, sent Cuspiua Fadus to be procurator of Judea, and of 
that entire kingdom, 

!\ !• And thus did king Agrippa depart this life. But he 
eft behind him a son, Agrippa by name, a youth in the seven, 
teenth year of his age, and three daughters ; one of which, 
Bemicej was married to Herod his father^s brother, and was 
sixteen years old ; the other two, Mariamne and Drusilla, 
were still virgins : the former was ten years old, and Drusilla 
six. Now these his daughters were thus espoused by their 
fiuher, Mariamne to Julius Archelaus Epiphanes, the son of 
Antiochus, the son of Chelcias, and Drusula to the king of 
Commaffena. But when it was known that Agrippa was 
d^Mirtea this life, the inhabitants of Cesarea and of Sebaste 
forgot the kindness he had bestowed on them, and acted the 
part of the bitterest enemies ; for they cast such reproaches 
upon the deceased as are not fit to be spoken of; and so 
many of them as were then soldiers, which were a great num- 
ber, went to his house, aud hastily carried off the statues* 
of this king's daughters, and all at once carried them into 
the brothel houses, and when they had set them on the tops 
of those houses, they abused them to the utmost of their 
power, and did such things to them as are too indecent to be 
related. They also laid themselves down in public places, 
and celebrated general feastings, with garlands on their beads, 
and with ointments and libations to Charon, and drinking to 
one another for joy that the king was expired. Nay, they 
were not only unmindful of Agrippa, who had extended his 
liberality to them in abundance, but of his grandfather He- 
rod also, who had himself rebuilt their cities, and had raised 
them havens and temples at vast expenses. 

2. Now Agrippa the son of the deceased, was at Rome, 
and brought up with Claudius Caesar. And when Caesar 

* Photius, who made an extract out of this section, says, they were not the 
statues or images, but the ladies themselves, which were thus basely abused by 
the soldiers. Cod. ccxxxyiiL 
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was informed that Agrippa was dead, and that the inhabi- 
tants of Sebaste and Cesarea had abused him^ he was sonj 
for the first news, and was displeased at the ingratitude of 
those cities* He was therefore disposed to send Agrippa j 
junior away presently to succeed his father in the kingdom, 
and was willing to confirm him in it by his oath. But those 
freedmen and friends of his, who had the greatest authority 
with him, dissuaded him from it, and said, that '' it was a 
dangerous experiment to permit so large a kingdom to come 
under the government of so very young a man, and one hardly 
yet arrived at the years of discretion, who would not be able 
to take suflicient care of its administration ; while the weight 
of a kingdom is heavy enough to a grown man.^ So Caesar 
thought what they said to be reasonable. Accordingly he 
sent Cuspius Fadus to be procurator of Judea, and of the 
entire kingdom, and paid that respect to the deceased, as not 
to introduce Marcus, who had been at variance with him, 
into his kingdom. But he determined, in the first place, to 
send orders to Fadus, that he should chastise the inhabitants 
of Cesarea and Sebaste for those abuses they had offered to 
him that was deceased, and their madness towards his daurii- 
ters that were still alive ; and that he should remove that 
body of soldiers that were at Cesarea and Sebaste, with the 
five regiments, into Pontus, that they might do their militaij 
duty there, and that he should choose an equal number of sot 
diers out of the Roman Legions that were m Syria, to supply 
their place. Yet were not those that had such orders actually 
removed ; for by sending ambassadors to Claudius, they nloi-' 
lified him, and got leave to abide in Judea still ; and these 
were the very men that became the source of very great ca- 
lamities to the Jews in after times, and sowed the seeds of 
that war which began under Florus ; whence it was, diat 
when Vespasian had subdued the country, he removed them 
out of his province, as we shall relate hereafter.^ 

* This history U now wanting. 
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f CHAP. I. 

A sedition of the Philadelphians against the Jews ; and also 
concerning the vestments y^ the high priest. 

LI. D PON the death of king Agrippa, which we have re- 
ed in the foregoing book, CJaudius Caesar sent CassiuB 
Longinus, as successor to Marcus, out of regard to the me* 
mory of Idng Agrippa, who bad often desired of him by let- 
terSy while he was alive, that he would not suffer Marcus to 
be any longer president of Syria. But Fadus^ as soon as he 
WW come procurator into Judea,, found quarrelsome doings 
between the Jews that dwelt in Perea, and the people of 
Philadelphia, about their bcxrders, at a yfllage called Mia, 
that was filled with men of a warlike temper ; for the Jews 
of Perea had taken up arms without the consent of their prin- 
dpalmen, and had destroyed many of the Philadelphians. 
When Fadus was informed of this procedure, it provoked 
him very much that they had not left the determination of 
the matter to him, if they thought that the Philadelphians 
had done them any wrong, but had rashly taken up arms 
against them. So he seized upon three of their principal 
men, who were also the causes of this sedition, and ordered 
them to be bound, and afterward had one of them slain, whose 
name was Hannibal, and he banished the other two, Amram. 
and Eleazar. Thdomy also, the arch-robber, was after some 
time brought to him bound, and slain, but not till he had done 
a world of mischief to Idumea and the Arabians. And in- 
deed, from that time Judea was cleared of robberies by the 
care and providence of Fadus. He also at this time sent for 
the high priests and the principal dtizens of Jerusalem, and 
this at the command of the emperor, and admonished them, 
that they should lay up the long garment, and the sacred vest- 
ment, which it is customary for nobody but the high priest 
to wear, in the tower of Antonia, that it might be under the 
power of the Romans, as it had been formerly. Now the 
Jews durst not contradict what he had said,' but desired Fa- 
dus, however, and Longinus (which last was come to Jeru* 
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salem, and had brought a great army with him, out of a fear 
that the [rigid] injunctions of Fadus should force the Jews to 
rebel^) that they mighty in the first place, have leave to send 
ambassadors to Caesar to petition him, that they may have the 
holy vestments under their owa power ; and that, in the next 
place, they would tarry till they knew what answer Claudius 
would give to that their request. So they replied, that they 
would give them leave to send their ambassadors, provided 
they would give them their sons as pledges [for their peace- 
able behaviour.] And when they had agreed so to do, and 
bad given them the pledges they desired, the ambassadors 
were sent accordingly. But when, upon their coming to 
Bome, Agrippa junior, the son of the deceased, understood 
the reason why they came (for he dwelt with Claudius Caesar 
as we said before,) he besought Caesar to grstht tlie Jews their 
request about the holy vestments, and to send a message to 
Fadus accordingly. 

2. Hereupon Claudius called for the ambassadors, and 
tdd them, that <' he granted their request C* and bade them 
to return their thanks to Agrippa for this favour, which bad 
been bestowed on them upon bis entreaty. Aad, bendet 
these answers of his, he sent the following letter by them : 
*^ Claudius Caesar Grermanicus, tribune of the people the fifth 
time, and designed consul the fourth time, ana imperator the 
tenth time, the father of his country, to the magistrates, 8»* 
nate, and people, and the whole nation of the Jews, sendeth 
greeting : Upon the representation of your ambassadors to 
me by Agrippa, my friend, whom I have brought up, and 
have now with me, and who is a person of very great pietjTi 
who are come to give me thanks for the care I have taken of 
your nation, and to entreat me, in an earnest and obliging 
manner, that they may have the holy vestments, with the 
crown belonging to them, under their power ; I grant their 
s^uest, as that excellent person Vitellius, who is veiy dear 
to me, had done befpre^me. And I have complied with your 
desire, in the first place, out of regard to that piety which I 
profess, and because I would have every one worship God 
according to the laws of their own country ; and this I do 
also because I shall hereby highly gratify king Herod and 
Agrippa junior, whose sacred regards to me, and earnest 
good-will to you, I am well acquainted with, and with whom 
I have the greatest friendship, and whom I highly esteem, 
and look on as persons of the best character. Now I have 
written about these afiairs to Cuspius Fadus, my procurator. 
The names of those that brought me your letters, Cornelius 
the son of Cero, Trypho the son of Theudio, Dorotheus the 
ton of Nathaniel, and John the son of John. This letter ia 
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dated before the fourth of the calends of July, when Rufus 
8od Pompeius Sylvisinus are consuls.^ 

3. Herod also, the brother of the deceased Agrippa, who 
was then possessed of the royal authority over Chalcis, peti- 
tioned Claudius Caesar for the authority over the temple, and 
the money of the sacred treasure, and the choice of the high 
priests, and obtained all that he petitioned for. So that after 
that time this authority continued among all his descendants 
till the end of the war.* Accordingly Herod removed the 
last high-priest, called CarUheras, and bestowed that dignity 
on his successor Joseph, the son of Camus. 



CHAP. II. 



How Helena^ the Queen of Adiahene^ and her son Izates em- 
braced the Jewish religion ; and how Helena supplied the 
poor with com, when there was a great famine at Jerusalem. 

§ 1. About this time it was that Helena, queen of Adia- 
bene, and her son Izates, changed their course of life, and 
embraced the Jewish customs, and this on the occasion fol- 
lowing : Monobazus, the king of Adiabene, who bad also the 
name of Bazeus, fell in love with his sister Helena, and took 
her to be his wife, and begat her with child. But as he was 
in bed with her one night, iie laid his hand upon his wife^s 
belly, and fell asleep, and seemed to hear a voice, which bid 
him take his hand off his wife^s belly, and not hurt the in- 
fant that was therein, which, by God^s providence, would be 
safely born, and have a happy end. This voice put him 
into disorder ; so he awaked immediately, and told the story 
to his wife ; and when his son was born, be called him Izates. 
He had indeed Monobazus, his elder brother, by Helena 
also, as he had other sons by other wives besides. Yet did 
he openly place all his affections on this his only begotten 
son*}* Izates, which was the origin of that envy which his 
other brethren, by the same father, bore to him ; while on this 
account they hated him more and more, and were all under 
great affliction that their father should prefer Izates before 
them. Now, although their father was very sensible of these 

* Here is some error in the copies, oz mistake in Josephns ; for the power c^ 
appointing high priests, after Herod Idng of Chalcis was dead, and Agrippa junior 
was made king of Chalcis in his room, belonged to him, and he ezenosed <bo 
same all along till Jerusalem was destroyed, as Joeephos elsewhere infonna us, 
di. viii. sect 8, 11. ch. ix. sect. 1, 4, 6, 7* 

*t* Josephus here uses the word itwytfn^ an only legottm ton^ for no other 
than one best beloved, as does both ihe Old and New Testament, I mean where 
there were one or more sons betides, Gen. zxii. % Heb. sL 17* See the note on 
B. i. ch. ziiL sect. 1. yoL L 
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tlieir passions, yet did he forgive them, as not indulging those 
passions out of an ill disposition^ but out of a desire each of 
them hadlto be beloved by their father. However, he sent 
Izates with many presents to Abennerig, the king of Chanuc 
Spasini, and that out of the great dread he was in about him 
lest he should come to some misfortune, by the hatred his 
brethren bore him ; and he committed his son^s preservadoa 
to him. Upon which Abennerig gladly received the young 
man^ and had a great afiPection for him, and married him 
to his own daughter, whose name was Samacha: he also 
bestowed a country upon him, from which he received large 
revenues. 

2. But when Monobazus was grown old, and saw that he 
had but a little time to live, he had a mind to come to the 
sight of his son before he died. So he sent for him, and 
embraced him after the most affectionate manner, and be- 
stowed on him the country called Came ; it was a soil that 
bare amomum in great plenty : there are also in it the re- 
mains of that ark, wherein it is related that Noah escaped 
the deluge, and where they are still shown to such as are 
desirous to see them.^ Accordingly Izates abode in that 
country until his father^s death. But the very day that Mo- 
nobazus died, queen Helena sent for all the grandees, and 
governors of the kingdom, and for those that had the armies 
committed to their command ; and when they were come, she 
made the following speech to them : *^ I believe you are not 
unacquainted that my husband was desirous Izates should 
succeed him in the government,: and thought him worthy so 
to do. However, I wait your determination ; for happy is 
he who receives a kingdom, not from a single person only, 
but from the willing suffrages of a great many.^ This she 
said in order to try those that were invited, and to discover 
their sentiments. Upon the hearing of which, they first of 
all paid their homage to the queen, as their custom was, and 
then they said, that ^^ they confirmed the king^s determina- 
tion, and would submit to it; and they rejoiced that Izates^s 
father had preferred him before the rest of his brethren, as 
being agreeable to all their wishes : but that they were d^ 
sirous ^st of all to slay his brethren and kinsmen, that so the 
government might come securely to Izates ; because if they 
were once destroyed, all that fear would be over which 
might arise from their hatred and envy to him. Helena 
replied to this, that ^* she returned them her thanks for their 
kindness to herself, and to Izates; but desired that they would 

* It is here very remarkable, that the remains of Noah*s ark were believe^ to 
le still in being in the days of Josephus. See the note on B. i. chap, iii* sect. 
fd. i. 
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however defer the execution of this slaughter of Izates^s 
hretbren till he should be there himself, and give his appro- 
hfttion to it."" So since these men had not prevailed with 
ier, when they advised her to slay them, they exhorted her 
at least to keep them in bonds till he should come, and that 
&r their own security ; they also gave her counsel to set up 
some one whom she could put the greatest trust in, as a 
governor of the kingdom in the mean time. So queen 
Helena complied with this counsel of theirs, and set up 
MoDobazus, the eldest son, to be king, and put the diadem 
upon his head, and gave him his father^s ring, with its signet, 
as also the ornament which they called Sampscr, and exhorted 
him to administer the affairs of the kingdom till his brother 
ihould come ; who came suddenly upon his hearing that his 
father was dead, and succeedeS his brother Monobazus, who 
ledgned up the government to him. 

3. Now during the time Izates abode at Charax Spasini, 
a certain Jewish merchant, whose name was Ananias, got 
among the women that belonged to the king, and taught them 
to worship God according to the Jewish religion. He, more- 
over, by their means, became known to Izates, and persuaded 
him in like manner to embrace that religion ; he also, at the 
etmest entreaty of Izates, accompanied him when he was sent 
for by his father to come to Adiabene : it also happened, that 
Helena, about the same time, was instructed by a certain 
other Jew, and went over to them. But when Izates had 
taken the kingdom, and was come to Adiabene, and there saw 
bis brethren, and other kinsmen in bonds, he was displeased 
at it : and as he thought it an instance of impiety either to 
day or to imprison them ; but still thought it an hazardous 
thing for to let them have their liberty, with the remem- 
brance of the injuries that had been offered them, he sent 
some of them and their children for hostages to Rome, to 
Claudius Csesar, and sent the others to Artabanus, the king 
of Parthia, with the like intentions. 

4. And when he perceived that his mother was highly 
pleased with the Jewish customs, he made haste to change, 
and to embrace them entirely ; and as he supposed that he 
could not be thoroughly a Jew unless he were circumcised, 
he was ready to have it done. But when his mother under- 
stood what he was about, she endeavoured to' hinder him 
from doing it, and said to him, that *^ this thing would bring 
him into danger ; and that, as he was a king, he would thereby 
bring himself into great odium among his subjects, when they 
should understand that he was so fond of rites that were to 
them strange and foreign ; and that they would never bear to 
be ruled over by a Jew.^ This it was that she said to him. 
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ately understood that this bird was the messenger of ill tid- 
ings, as it had once been the messenger of good tidings to 
him ; and fell into the deepest sorrow, j^ severe pain aim 
arose in his belly, and began in a m^)st violent manner. He 
therefore looked upon his friends, and said, ** I, whom yon 
call a godf am commanded presently to depart this life; 
while Providence thus reproves the lying words you just now 
said to me ; and I, who was by you called immortal^ am im- 
mediately to be hurried away by death. But I am bound to 
accept of what Providence allots, as it pleases God ; for we 
have by no means lived ill, but in a splendid and happy man- 
ner.^ Whep he said this^ his pain was become violent. Ac 
cordingly he was carried into the palace ; and the rumour 
went abroad every where, that he would certainly die in a 
little time. But the multitude presently sat in sackloth, 
with their wives and children, after the law of their counbry, 
and besought God for the king^s recovery. All places were 
also full of mourning and lamentation. Now the Icing rested 
in a high chamber, and as he saw them below lying prostrate 
on the ground, he could not himself forbear weeping. And 
when he had been quite worn out by the pain in his belly, fiyr 
five days, he departed this life, being in the fifty-fourth year 
of his age, and m the seventh year of his reign ; for he rrign- 
ed four years under Caius Caesar ; three of them were over 
Philip^s tetrarchy only, and on the fourth he had that of He- 
rod added to it : and he reigned besides those, three yetn 
under the reign of Claudius Caesar. In which time he reupied 
over the fore^mentioned countries,*and also had Judea added 
to them, as well as Samaria and Cesarea. The revenues that 
he received out of them were verv great, no less than twelve 
millions of drachmae.^ Yet did he borrow great sums from 
others ; for he was so very liberal that his expences exceeded 
his incomes^ and his generosity was boundless.-f- 

in Jpsephus. Had this imperfection been in some heathen authors that wis in 
good esteem with our modem critics, they would have readily corrected these, as 
l>arely errors in the copies ; but being in an ancient Christian writer, not so wcH 
relished by many of those critics, nothing 'will serve but the ill-grounded anp- 
posal of tvilful corruption and prevarication. 

* This sum of 12;000,000 drachmae, which is equal to 3,000,000 8lidi:ds, 
i e. at 2s. lOd. a shekel, equal to £425,000 sterling, was Agrippa the Greafft 
yearly income, or about three quarters of his grandfather Herod's income ; he 
having abated the tax upon houses at Jerusalem, ch. vi. sect 3. and was not so 
tyrannical as he had been to the Jews. See the note on Antiq. B. zvii. ch. zL 
sect 4. yoL iL A large sum this ! but not, it seems, sufficient for his ext»f»- 
gant expences. 

f Reland takes notice here, not improperly, that Josephus omits the re- 
conciliation of this Herod Agrippa to the Tyrians and Sidonians, by the means 
of Blastus the king's chamberlain, mentioned Acts xiL 20. Nor is there 
any history in the world so complete, as to omit nothing that other historians 
iaie notice of, unless the one be taken out of the other, and accommodated to it- 
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3. But before the multitude were made acquainted with 
Agrippa^s being expired, Herod, the king of Cbaicis, and 
HelcuB the master of his horse, and the king^s friend, sent 
Aristo^ one of the king^s most faithful servants, and slew 
Sthus who had been their enemy, as if it had been done by 
$' the king^sown command. 



CHAP. IX. 

^ What things toere done after the death ofJgrippa ; and how 
J Claudius^ on account of the youth and unskilfulness ofjgrippa 
^ junior, sent Cusptus Fadus to be procurator of Judea, and of 
that entire kingdom. 

!| L And thus did king Agrippa depart this life. But he 
eft behind him a son, Agrippa by name, a youth in the seven, 
teenth year of his age, and three daughters ; one of which, 
Bemice^ was married to Herod his father^s brother, and was 
sixteen years old ; tlie other two, Mariamne and Drusilla, 
were still virgins : the former was ten years old, and Drusiila 
ux» Now these his daughters were thus espoused by their 
fiiAer, Mariamne to Juhus Archelaus Epiphanes, the son of 
Antiochus, the son of Chelcias, and Drusuia to the king of 
Commaffena. But when it was known that Agrippa was 
departed this life, the inhabitants of Cesarea and of Sebaste 
fcnrgot the kindness he had bestowed on them, and aqted the 
part of the bitterest enemies ; for they cast such reproaches 
upon the deceased as are not fit to be spoken of; and so 
many of them as were then soldiers, which were a great num- 
ber, went to his house, aud hastily carried off the statues^ 
of this king's daughters, and all at once carried them into 
the brothel houses, and when they had set them on the tops 
of those houses, they abused them to the utmost of their 
power, and did such things to them as are too indecent to be 
related. They also laid themselves down in public places, 
and celebrated general feastings, with garlands on their beads, 
and with ointments and libations to Charon, and drinking to 
one another for joy that the king was expired. Nay, they 
were not only unmindful of Agrippa, who had extended bis 
liberality to them in abundance, but of his grandfather He- 
rod also, who had himself rebuilt their cities, and had raised 
them havens and temples at vast expenses. 

8. Now Agrippa the son of the deceased, was at Bome, 
and brought up with Claudius Caesar. And when Caesar 

* Photius, who made an extract out of this section, says, they were not the 
statues or images, but the ladies themselves, which were thus basely abused by 
tba soldiers. Cod. ccxzxyiiL 
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was informed that Agrippa was dead, and that the inhabi- 
tants of Sebaste and Cesarea had abused bim^ be was aonj 
for the first news, and was displeased at the ingratitude <x 
those cities. He was therefore disposed to send Agrippa 
junior away presently to succeed his father in the kingdom, 
and was willing to confirm him in it by his oath. But those 
freedmen and friends of his, who had the greatest authority 
with him, dissuaded him from it^ and said, that *^ it was a 
dangerous experiment to permit so large a kingdom to come 
under the government of so very young a man, and one hardly 
yet arrivea at the years of discretion, who would not be able 
to take sufficient care of its administration ; while the weight 
of a kingdom is heavy enough to a grown man.^ So Caesar 
thought what they said to be reasonable. Accordingly he 
sent Cuspius Fadus to be procurator of Judea, and of the 
entire kingdom, and paid that respect to the deceased, as not 
to introduce Marcus, who had been at variance with him, 
into his kingdom. But he determined, in the first place, to 
send orders to Fadus, that he should chastise the inhabitants 
of Cesarea and Sebaste for those abuses they had offered to 
him that was deceased, and their madness towards his daugh- 
ters that were still alive ; and that he should remove mat 
body of soldiers that were at Cesarea and Sebaste, with the 
five regiments, into Pontus, that they might do their militatj 
duty there, and that he should choose an equal number of sol- 
diers out of the Roman Legions that were in Syria, to supply 
their place. Yet were not those that had such orders actually 
removed ; for by sending ambassadors to Claudius, they ni(H- 
lified him, and got leave to abide in Judea still ; and these 
were the very men that became the source of very great ca- 
lamities to the Jews in after times, and sowed the seeds of 
that war which began under Florus ; whence it was, that 
when Vespasian had subdued the country, he removed them 
out of his province, as we shall relate hereafter.^ 

* This laatory is now wanting. 
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CoHtaiHiiig the intervti of ttetfttyUwo years. 
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CHAP- 1. 



A sedition of the Philadelphiana against the Jews ; and also 
concerning the vestments of the high priest. 

LI. U PON the death of king Agrippa, which we have re- 
ed in the foregoing book, Claudius Caesar sent Cassius 
Longinus, as successor to Marcus, out of regard to the me* 
mory of Idng Agrippa, who had often desired of him by let- 
terSy while he was alive, that he would not suffer Marcus to 
be any longer president of Syria. But Fadus^ as soon as he 
WW come procurator into Judea,, found quarrelsome doings 
between the Jews that dwelt in Perea, and the people of 
Philadelphia, about their borders, at a village called Mia, 
that was filled with men of a warlike temper ; for the Jews 
of Perea had taken up arms without the consent of their prin- 
ripalmen, and had destroyed many of the Philadelphians. 
When Fadus was informed of this procedure, it provoked 
him very much that they had not left the determination of 
the matter to him, if they thought that the Philadelphians 
had done them any wrong, but had rashly taken up arms 
against them. So he seized upon three of their principal 
men, who were also the causes of this sedition, and ordered 
them to be bound, and afterward had one of them slain, whose 
name was Hannibal, and he banished the other two, Amram 
and Eleazar. Tholomy also, the arch-robber, was after some 
time brought to him bound, and slain, but not till he had done 
a world of mischief to Idumea and the Arabians. And in- 
deed, from that time Judea was cleared of robberies by the 
care and providence of Fadus. He also at this time sent for 
the high priests and the principal citizens of Jerusalem, and 
this at the command of the emperor, and admonished them, 
that they should lay up the long garment, and the sacred vest- 
ment, which it is customary for nobody but the high priest 
to wear, in the tower of Antonia, that it might be under the 

Jower of the Romans, as it had been formerly. Now the 
ews durst not contradict what he had said,' but desired Fa* 
dus, however, and Longinus (which last was come to Jeru* 



156 ANTIQUITIES OF THS JEWS. B. ZJL 

salem, and had brought a great army with him, out of a fear 
that the [rigid] injunctions of Fadus should force the Jews to 
rebel^) that they mighty in the first place^ have leave to send 
ambassadors to Caesar to petition him^ that they may have the 
holy vestments under their own power ; and that, in the next 
place, they would tarry till they knew what answer Claudius 
would give to that their request. So they replied, that they 
would give them leave to send their ambassadors, provided 
they would give them their sons as pledges [for their peace- 
able behaviour.] And when they had agreed so to do, and 
had given them the pledges they desired, the ambassadors 
were sent accordingly. But when, upon their coming to 
Bome, Agrippa junior, the son of the deceased, understood 
the reason why they came (for he dwelt with Claudius Caesar 
as we said before,) he besought Caesar to grstai the Jews their 
request about the holy vestments, and to send a message to 
Fadus accordingly. 

2. Hereupon Claudius called for the ambassadors, and 
told them, that <' he granted their request C* and bade them 
to return their thanks to Agrippa for this favour, which bad 
been bestowed on them upon his entreaty. And, bendes 
these answers of his, he sent the following letter by them : 
<< Claudius Caesar Grermanicus, tribune of the people the fifth 
time, and designed consul the fourth time, ana imperator the 
tenth time, the father of his country, to the magistrates, se- 
nate, and people, and the whole nation of the Jews, sendeth 
greeting : Upon the representation of your ambassadors to 
me by Agrippa, my friend, whom I have brought up, and 
have now with me, and who is a person of very great piety, 
who are come to give me thanks for the care I have taken of 
your nation, and to entreat me, in an earnest and obliging 
manner, that they may have the holy vestments, with the 
crown belonging to them, under their power ; I grant their 
s^uest, as that excellent person ViteUius, who is veiy dear 
to me, had done before^me. And I have complied with your 
desire, in the first place, out of regard to that piety which I 
profess, and because I would have every one worship God- 
according to the laws of their own country ; and this I do 
also because I shall hereby highly gratify king Herod and 
Agrippa junior, whose sacred regards to me, and earnest 
good-will to you, I am well acquainted with, and with whom 
I have the greatest friendship, and whom I highly esteem, 
and look on as persons of the best character. Now I have 
written about these afiairs to Cuspius Fadus, my procurator. 
The names of those that brought me your letters, Cornelius 
the son of Cero, Trypho the son of Theudio, Dorotheus the 
ton of Nathaniel, and John the son of John. This letter is 
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dated before the fourth of the calends of July, when Rufus 
and Pompeius Sylvtous are consuls.^ 
\ 3. Herod also, the brother of the deceased Agrippa, who 
\ was then possessed of the royal authority over Chalcis, peti- 
tioned Claudius Caesar for the authority oyer the temple, and 
the money of the sacred treasure, and the choice of the high 
priests, and obtained all that he petitioned for. So that after 
that time this authority continued among all his descendants 
till the end of the war.* Accordingly Herod removed the 
last high-priest, called Canthcras, and bestowed that dignity 
OQ his successor Joseph, the son of Camus. 



\ 



CHAP. II. 



How Helena^ the Queen of Adiahenej and her son Izates em- 
braced the Jewish religion ; and how Helena supplied the 
poor with corn, when there was a great famine at Jerusalem. 

LI. About this time it was that Helena, queen of Adifr- 
ne, and her son Izates, changed their course of life, and 
embraced the Jewish customs, and this on the occasion fol- 
lowing : Monobazus, the king of Adiabene, who had also the 
name of Bazeus, fell in love with his sister Helena, and took 
her to be his wife, and begat her with child. But as he was 
in bed with her one night, iie laid his hand upon his wife^s 
belly, and fell asleep, and seemed to hear a voice, which bid 
him take his hand off his wife^s belly, and not hurt the in- 
fant that was therein, which, by God^s providence, would be 
safely born, and have a happy end. This voice put him 
into di^rder ; so he awaked immediately, and told the story 
to his wife ; and when his son was borii, be called him Izates. 
He had indeed Monobazus, his elder brother, by Helena 
also, as he had other sons by other wives besides. Yet did 
he openly place all his affections on this his only begotten 
son*}* Izates, which was the origin of that envy which his 
other brethren, by the same father, bore to him ; while on this 
account they hated him more and more, and were all under 
great affiction that their father should prefer Izates before 
them. Now, although their father was very sensible of these 

* Here is some error in the copies, or mistake in Josephns ; for the power c^ 
appointing high priests, after Herod Idng of Chalcis was dead, and Agripps junior 
was made king of Chalcis in his room, belonged to him, and he ezerosed <bo 
same all ak>ng till Jerusalem was destroyed, as Josephns elsewhere infonns us, 
di. viiL sect. 8, 11. ch. iz. sect. 1, 4, 6, ^• 

*t* Josephus here uses the word f»»f§ytni9 an only "begotten ton^ for no other 
than one best beloved^ as does both ihe Old and New Testament, I mean where 
there were one or more sons besides, Geo. xziL % Heb. sL 17* See the note on 
B. t ch. ziiL sect. 1. ?oL i 
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erected a theatre for them, superior to many other of thut 
sort, both in sumptuousness and elegance, as also an ampbi- 
theatre^ built at vast expenses ; and besides these, he built 
them baths and porticoes, and spared for no costs in any of 
his edifices, to render them both handsome and large. He 
also spent a great deal upon their dedication, and exhibited 
shows upon them, and brought thither musicians of all sortSi 
and such as made the most delightful music of the grettati 
variety. He also showed his magnificenee upon the theatNi 
in his great number of gladiators ; and there it was that be 
exhibited the several antagonists, in order to please the spec- 
tators ; no fewer indeed than seven hundred men to fight with 
seven hundred other men ;^ and allotted all the malefactati 
he had for this exercise, that both the malefactors might i» 
ceive their punishment, and that this operation of war in^ 
be a recreation in peace. And thus were these criminals aB 
destroyed at once. 



CHAP. VIII. 



t 



What other acts were done by Agrippa wnJtil his dtaA; 

and after what manner he died. 

§. 1. When Agrippa had finished what I have above related, 
at Berytus, he removed to Tiberias, a city of Gidilee. Mov 
he was in great esteem amon^ other kings. Accordiii|^y 
there came to him Antiochus, King of Commagena; Samp' 
sigeramus, king of Emesa ; and Cotys, who was king of toe 
lesser Armenia ; and Polemo, who was king of Pontus; as also 
Herod his brother, who was king of Chalcis. All Uieae he 
treated with agreeable entertainments, and after an obligiiig 
manner, and so as to exhibit the greatness of his mind, and so 
as to appear worthy of those respects which the kings pnd 
to him, by coming thus to see him. However, while tfaeae 
kings staid with him, Marcus, the president of Syria, came 
thither. So the king, in order to preserve the respect that 
was due to the Romans, went out of the city to meet him, «i 
far as seven furlongs. But this proved to be the beginning 
of a difference between him and Marcus ; for he took wm 
him in his chariot those other kings as his assessors. But 
Marcus had a suspicion what the meaning could be of eo 
great a friendship of these kings one with another, and did 
not think so close an agreement of so many potentates to be 
for the interest of the Romans. He therefore sent some of 

* A strange number of condemned criminals to be under the sentence of doth 
at once ; no fewer, it seemsy than 1400. 
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.hb domestics to every one of them, and enjoined them to go 
their ways home without farther delay. This was very ill 
taken by Agrippa, who after that became his enemy. And 
now he took the high-pi-iesthood away from Matthias, and 
flyide Elioneus, the son of Cantheras, high priest in his 
stead. 

8« Now when Agrippa bad reigned three years over all Ju- 
desy he came to the city Cesarea, which was formerly called 
Strmto'a Tower; and there he exhibited shows in honour of 
CSsBsar, upon his bein^ informed that there was a certain fes- 
tival oelebrated to mf£e vows for his safety. At which fes- 
tival a great multitude was gotten together of the principal 
pmona, and such as were of dignity through his province. 
On the second day of which shows he put on a garment made 
vliaUy of silver^ and of a contexture truly wonderful, and 
came into the theatre early in the morning ; at which time 
the siivo: of his garment being illuminated by the first re- 
flection of the sun's rays upon it, shone out after a surprising 
manner, and was so resplendent as to spread a horror over 
those that looked intently upon him ; and presently his flat- 
terers cried out, one from one place and another from ano- 
thcr, (though not for his good,) that ^^ he was a god ;'' and 
they added, '< be thou merciful to us ; for although we have 
hitberto reverenced thee only as a man, yet shall we hence- 
fivtfa own thee as superior to mortal nature.^ Upon this the 
knig did neither rebuke them nor reject their impious flat- 
terr. But as he presently afterwara looked up^ he saw an 
owl* sitting on a certain rope oyer his head, and immedi- 

* We htfe ft mighty ay made here by some eritics, as if the great Eusebius 
hdl on purpote fals^ed this account of Josepbus, so as to make it agree with 
tepnalld account in the Acts of the Apostles : because the present copies of 
fab otalion of it, Hist. Ecdes. B. ii ch. z. omit the words fiMf»^^} jrxMtu 
tmtf L e. an owU-jon a certaki rope^ which Josephus's present copies retain, and 
flnly h»?e the explicatory word Ayytkn or angel; as if he meant that angel qf 
Ae Lord which St Luke mentions as smiting Herod, Acts xiL 23. and not 
tiutt owl which Josepbus called an angel or messengers firmerly of good, JnU now 
tf lad newt to Agrippa. This accusation is a somewhat strange one in the 
CMe of the great Eusebius, who is known to have so accurately and faithfully 
IKMhieed a yast number of other ancient records, and particularly not a few out 
«f oar Josepbus also, without any suspicion of preyarication. Now, not to 
•Dqge how uncertain we are, whether Josephus's and £usebius*s copies of the 
tetfa century were just like the present in this clause, which we have no dis- 
tiaet efidence of, the following words, preserved still in Eusebius, will not ad- 
mit of any such exposition. «« This [bird] (says Eusebius,) Agrippa presently 
p^odved to be the cause of ill fortune, as it was once of good fortune to him ;** 
vhich can only belong to that bird the ow/, which, as it had formerly foreboded 
Us hi^py deliverance from imprisonment, Antiq. B. xviii. ch. vi. sect. 7* vol. 
in. io was it then foretold to prove afterward the unhappy forerunner of his 
death in ^e days time. If the improper word atrf*, or cause, be changed for 
Jofephu8*8 proper word iyyt)i»9 angel or 'messenger^ and the foregoing words, 
Mvyik.«4r) ^x^iuu «Mf, be inserted, £usibius*s text will truly represent that 
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ately understood that this bird was the messenger of ill tid- 
ings, as it had once been the messenger of good tidings to 
him ; and fell into the deepest sorrow, j^ severe pain ulm 
arose in his belly, and began in a m^^st violent manner. He 
therefore looked upon his iriends, and said, *^ I, whom yoii 
call a godf am commanded presently to depart this hfe; 
while Providence thus reproves the lying words you just now 
said to me ; and I, who was by you called immortal^ am im- 
mediately to be hurried away by death. But I am bound to 
accept of what Providence allots, as it pleases God ; for we 
have by no means lived ill, but in a splendid and happy man- / 
ner.^ Whep he said this, his pain was become violent. Ac 
cordingly he was carried into the palace ; and the rumour 
went abroad every where, that he would certainly die in a 
little time. But the multitude presently sat in sacklotli, 
with their wives and children^ after the law of their country, 
and besought God for the king^s recovery. All places weie 
also full of mourning and lamentation. Now the king rested 
in a high chamber, and as he saw them below lying prostrate 
on the ground, he could not himself forbear weeping. And f 
when he had been quite worn out by the pain in his belly, for 
five days, he departed this life, being in the fifty-fourth year 
of his age, and in the seventh year of his reign ; for herdgn- 
ed four years under Caius Caesar ; three of them were over 
Philip^s tetrarchy only, and on the fourth he had that of He- 
rod added to it : and be reigned besides those, three yetn 
under the reign of Claudius Caesar. In which time he reigned 
over the fore-mentioned countries,'and also had Judea added 
to them, as well as Samaria and Cesarea. The revenues that 
he received out of them were verv great, no less than twelve 
millions of drachmae.* Yet did he borrow great sums from 
others ; for he was so very liberal that his expences exceeded 
his incomes^ and his generosity was boundles8.-f- 

in Jpsephus. Had this imperfection been in some heathen authors that wis in 
good esteem with our modem critics, they would have readily corrected tlicso, as 
l>arely errors in the copies ; but being in an ancient Christian writer, not so well 
relished by many of those critics, nothing 'will serve but the ill-grounded tap- 
posal of tvUful corruption and prevarication. 

* This sum of 12;000,000 drachmae, which is equal to 3,000,000 8lidi:ds, 
i e. at 2s. lOd. a shekel, equal to £425,000 sterling, was Agrippa the Gtent^ 
yearly income, or about three quarters of his grandfather Herod's income ; he 
having abated the tax upon hous^ at Jerusalem, ch. vL sect 3. and was not so 
tyrannical as he had been to the Jews. See the note on Antiq. B. zviL ch. zL 
sect. 4. voL il. A large sum this ! but not, it seems, sufficient for his extnf»> 
gant expences. 

f Reland takes notice here, not improperly, that Josephus omits the re- 
conciliation of this Herod Agrippa to the Tyrians and Sidonians, by the means 
of Blastus the king's chamberlain, mentioned Acts xii. 20. Nor is there 
any history in the world so complete, as to omit nothing that other historians 
itakf notice of, unless the one be taken out of the other, and accommodated toil* 
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4 3. But before the multitude were made acquainted with 
Agrippa^s being expired, Herod, the king of Cbaicis, and 
IfeloiflM the master of his horse, and the king^s friend, sent 
Aristo, one of the king^s most faithful servants, and slew 
Sibu, who bad been their enemy, as if it had been done by 
the king^s own command. 



CHAP. IX. 

What things were done after the death of Agrippa ; and how 
Claudius^ on account of the youth and unskUjulness ofAgrippa 
junior, sent Cuspiua Fadus to be procurator of Judea, and of 
that entire kingdom. 

!| 1. And thus did king Agrippa depart this life. But he 
^ behind him a son, Agrippa by name, a youth in the seven. 
/ teenth year of his age, and three daughters ; one of which, 
f' Bemicej was married to Herod his father^s brother, and was 
sixteen years old ; the other two, Mariamne and Drusilla, 
were still virgins : the former was ten years old, and Drusilla 
wau Now these his daughters were thus espoused by their 
fitther, Mariamne to Juhus Archelaus Epiphanes, the son of 
Antiochus, the son of Chelcias, and Drusula to the king of 
Commaffena. But when it was known that Agrippa was 
dqMurted this life, the inhabitants of Cesarea and of Sebaste 
forgot the kindness he had bestowed on them, and acted the 
part of the bitterest enemies ; for they cast such reproaches 
up^o the deceased as are not fit to be spoken of; and so 
many of them as were then soldiers, which were a great num- 
ber, went to his house, aud hastily carried off the statues* 
oi this king's daughters, and all at once carried them into 
the brothel houses, and when they had set them on the tops 
of those houses, they abused them to the utmost of their 
power, and did such things to them as are too indecent to be 
related. They also laid themselves down in public places, 
and celebrated general feastings, with garlands on their beads, 
and with ointments and libations to Charon, and drinking to 
one another for joy that the king was expired. Nay, they 
were not only unmindful of Agrippa, who had extended his 
liberality to them in abundance, but of his grandfather He- 
rod also, who had himself rebuilt their cities, and had raised 
them havens and temples at vast expenses. 

2. Now Agrippa the son of the deceased, was at Rome, 
and brought up with Claudius Csesar. And when Caesar 

* Photiufl, who made an extract out of this section, says, they were not the 
statues or images, but the ladies themselves, which were thus basely abused by 
tht soldiers. Cod. ccxxxviiL 
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was informed that Agrifqia was dead, and that the inhabi- 
tants of Sebaste and Cesarea had abused him, he was sorry 
for the first news, and was displeased at the ingratitude of 
those cities. He was therefore disposed to send Agrippa 
junior away presently to succeed his father in the kingdom^ 
and was willing to confirm him in it by his oath. But those 
freedmen and friends of his, who had the greatest authority 
with him, dissuaded him from it, and said, that '* it was a 
dangerous experiment to permit so large a kingdom to come 
under the government of so very young a man, and one hardly 
yet arrived at the years of discretion, who would not be able 
to take sufficient care of Its administration ; while the weight 
of a kingdom is heavy enough to a grown man.^ So Caesar 
thought what they said to be reasonable. Accordingly he 
sent Cuspius Fadus to be procurator of Judea, and of the 
entire kingdom, and paid that respect to the deceased, as not 
to introduce Marcus, who had been at variance with him, 
into his kingdom. But he determined, in the first place, to 
send orders to Fadus, that he should chastise the inhabitants 
of Cesarea and Sebaste fbr those abuses they had offered to 
him that was deceased, and their madness towards his daugh- 
ters that were still alive ; and that he should remove tnat 
body of soldiers that were at Cesarea and Sebaste, with the 
five regiments, into Pontus, that they might do their militar|r 
duty there, and that he should choose an equal number of sm- 
diers out of the Roman Legions that were in Syria, to supply 
their place. Yet were not those that had such orders actually 
removed ; for by sending ambassadors to Claudius, they mol- 
lified him, and got leave to abide in Judea still ; and these 
were the very men that became the source of yery great oi- 
lamities to the Jews in after times, and sowed the seeds of 
that war which began under Florus ; whence it was, that 
when Vespasian had subdued the country, he removed them 
out of his province, as we shall relate hereafter.* 

* This history is now wanting. 
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BOOK XX. 



CaiUaimng the interval of twefity4u>o years. 

FBOIC FADUS THE PBOCU&ATOB TO FLORUS. 
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CHAP. I. 



A sedition of the Philadelphiana against the Jews ; and also 
concerning the vestments of the high priest. 

LI. U PON the death of king Agrippa, which we have re* 
ed in the foregoing book, Claudius Caesar sent Caisius 
Longinus, as successor to Marcus, out of regard to the me- 
mory of Idng Agrippa, who had often desired of him by let- 
ters^ while he was alive, that he would not suffer Marcus to 
be any longer president of Syria. But Fadus, as soon as he 
was come procurator into Judea, found quarrelsome doings 
between the Jews that dwelt in Perea, and the people of 
Philadelphia, about their borders, at a village called Mia, 
that was filled with men of a warlike temper ; for the Jewa 
of Perea bad taken up arms without the consent of their prin- 
dpal men, and had destroyed many of the Philadelphians. 
when Fadus was informed of this procedure, it provdced 
him very much that they had not left the determination of 
the matter to him, if they thought that the Philadelphians 
had done them any wrong, but had rashly taken up arms 
agmnst them. So he seized upon three of their principal 
men, who were also the causes of this sedition, and ordered 
tbem to be bound, and afterward had one of them slain, whose 
name was Hannibal, and he banished the other two, Amram 
and Eleazar. Tholomy also, the arch-robber, was after some 
time brought to him bound, and slain, but not till he had done 
a world of mischief to Idumea and the Arabians. And in« 
deed, from that time Judea was cleared of robberies by the 
care and providence of Fadus. He also at this time sent for 
the high priests and the principal citizens of Jerusalem, and 
this at the command of the emperor, and admonished them, 
that they should lay up the long garment, and the sacred vest- 
ment, which it is customary for nobody but the high priest 
to wear, in the tower of Antonia, that it might be under the 

Sower of the Romans, as it had been formerly. Now the 
ews durst not contradict what he had said,' but desired Fa^ 
dus, however, and Longinus (which last was come to Jeru* 
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salem, and had brought a great army with him, out of a fear 
that the [rigid] injunctions of Fadus should force the Jews to 
rebel^) that they mighty in the first place, have leave to send 
ambassadors to Caesar to petition him, that they may have the 
holy vestments under their owa power ; and that, in the next 
place, they would tanry till they knew what answer Claudius 
would give to that their request. So they replied, that they 
would give them leave to send their ambassadors, provided 
they would give them their sons as pledges [for their peace- 
able behaviour.] And when they had agreed so to do, and 
had given them the pledges they desired, the ambassadors 
were sent accordingly. But when, upon their coming to 
Bome, Agrippa junior, the son of the deceased, understood 
the reason why they came (for he dwelt with Claudius Caesar 
as we said before,) he besought Caesar to gcstat the Jews their 
request about the holy vestments, and to send a message to 
Fadus accordingly. 

8. Hereupon Claudius called for the ambassadors, and 
tcid them, tnat << he granted their request C and bade tbem 
to return their thanks to Agrippa for this favour, which had 
been bestowed on them upon bis entreaty. And, beiidei 
these answers of his, he sent the following letter by them : 
<< Claudius Caesar Grermanicus, tribune of the people the fifth 
time, and designed consul the fourth time, and imperator the 
tenth time, the father of his countrjr, to the magistrates, se- 
nate, and people, and the whole nation of the Jews^ sendetb 
gree^ng : Upon the representation of your ambassadors to 
me by Agrippa, my friend, whom I have brought up, and 
have now with me, and who is a person of very great piety, 
who are come to give roe thanks for the care I have taken of 
your nation, and to entreat me, in an earnest and oUiging 
manner, that they may have the holy vestments, with the 
crown belonging to them, under their power ; I grant their 
sanest, as that excellent person ViteUius, who is very dear 
to me, had done before^me. And I have complied with your 
desire, in the first place, out of regard to that piety which I 
profess, and because I would have every one worehip God 
according to the laws of their own country ; and this I do 
also because I shall hereby highly gratify king Herod and 
Agrippa junior, whose sacred regards to me, and earnest 
good-will to you, I am well acquainted with, and with whom 
I have the greatest friendship, and whom I highly esteem, 
and look on as persons of the best character. Now I have 
written about these afiairs to Cospius Fadus, my procurator. 
The names of those that brought me your letters, Cornelius 
the son of Cero, Trypho the son of Theudio, Dorotheus the 
son of Nathaniel, and John the son of John. This letter is 
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dated before the fourth of the calends of July, when Rufus 
and Pompeius Sylvknus are consuls.^ 

3. Herod also, the brother of the deceased Agrippa, who 
was then possessed of the royal authority over Chalcis, peti- 
tioned Claudius Caesar for the authority over the temple, and 
the money of the sacred treasure, and the choice of the high 
priests, and obtained all that he petitioned for. So that after 
that time this authority continued among all his descendants 
till the end of the war.* Accordingly Herod removed the 
last high-priest, called CatUheraa, and bestowed that dignity 
on his successor Joseph^ the son of Camus. 



CHAP. XL 



How Helena^ the Q^een of Adiahcncj and her son Izates em- 
braced the Jewish religion ; and how Helena supplied the 
poor with com, when there was a great famine at Jerusalem, 

LI. About this time it was that Helena, queen of Adia- 
ne, and her son Izates, changed their course of life, and 
embraced the Jewish customs, and this on the occasion fol* 
lowing : Monobazus, the king of Adiabene, who had also the 
name of Bazeus, fell in love with his sister Helena, and took 
her to be his wife, and begat her with child. But as he was 
in bed with her one night, iie laid his band upon his wife^s 
belly, and fell asleep, and seemed to hear a voice, which bid 
him take his hand off his wife^s belly, and not hurt the in- 
fant that was therein, which, by Ghxl^s providence, would be 
safely born, and have a happy end. Thb voice put him 
into disorder ; so he awaked immediately, and told the story 
to his wife ; and when his son was boni, be called him Izates. 
He had indeed Monobazus, his elder brother, by Helena 
also, as he had other sons by other wives besides. Yet did 
he openly place all his affections on this his only begotten 
son-|* Izates, which was the origin of that envy which his 
other brethren, by the same father, bore to him ; while on this 
account they hated him more and more, and were all under 
great affliction that their father should prefer Izates before 
Uiem. Now, although their father was very sensible of these 

* Here is some error in the copies, or mistake in Josephns ; for the power of 
appointing high priests, after Herod Idng of Chalds was dead, and Agrippa junior 
was made king of Chalcis in his room, belonged to him, and he ezeiased the 
same all ak>ng till Jerusalem was destirojed, as Josephns elsewhere infonaas us, 
dk viiL sect. 8, 11. ch. ix. sect. 1, 4, 6, 7* 

-f- Josephus here uses die word f»»v»ytnif an oniy legotten ton^ for no other 
than one Uit delovedy as does both ihe Old and New Testament, I mean where 
there were one or more sons besides, Qta, xziL 1. Heb. sL 17* Sm the note on 
B. i. cb. ziiL sect. 1. voL L 
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erected a theatre for them, superior to many other of that 
sort, both in sumptuousness and elegance, as also an ampfaa* 
theatre, built at vast expenses ; and besides these, he built 
them baths and porticoes, and spared for no costs in any of 
his edifices, to render them both handsome and large. He 
also spent a great deal upon their dedication, and exhibited 
shows upon them, and brought thither musicians of all sorts, 
and such as made the most delightful music of the gpreateit 
variety. He also showed his magnificenoe upon the theatre, 
in his great number of gladiators ; and there it was that he 
exhibited the several antagonists, in order to please the spec^ 
tators ; no fewer indeed than seven hundred men to fight with 
seven hundred other men ;* and allotted all the malefacton 
be had for this exercise, that both the malefactors might re- 
ceive their punishment, and that this operation of war in^t 
be a recreation in peace. And thus were these criminals all 
destroyed at once. 



CHAP. VIII. 



t 



I 



What other acts were done by Agrippa unJtil his dtaA; 

and after what manner he died. 

■ 

§. 1. When Agrippa had finished what I have above related, 
at Berytus, he removed to Tiberias, a city of Galilee, tlcm 
he was in great esteem among other kings. Accordlinglj 
there came to him Antiochus, king of Commagena; Samf* ' 
sigeramus, king of Emesa ; and Cotys, who was king of the f 
lesser Armenia ; and Polemo, who was king of Pontus; as also 
Herod his brother, who was king of Chalcis. All these* he 
treated with agreeable entertainments, and after an obfigiog 
manner, and so as to exhibit the greatness of his mind, and so 
as to appear worthy of those respects which the kings pud 
to him, by coming thus to see him. However, while these 
kings staid with him, Marcus, the president of Syria, came 
thither. So the king, in order to preserve the respect that 
was due to the Romans, went out of the city to meet him, as 
far as seven furlongs. But this proved to be the beginnii^ 
of a difference between him and Marcus ; for he took mut 
him in his chariot those other kings as his assessors. But 
Marcus had a suspicion what the meaning could be of so 
great a friendship of these kings one with another, and did 
not think so close an agreement of so many potentate^ to be 
for the interest of the Romans. He therefore sent some of 

* A Btrange number of condemned criminals to be under the sentence of deirth 
at once ; no fewer, it seems, than 1400. 
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. his domestics to every one of them, and enjoined them to go 
their ways home without farther delay. This was very ill 
taken by Agrippa, who after that became his enemy. And 
now he took the high-pnesthood away from Matthias, and 
made Elioneus, the son of Cantheras, high priest in his 
stead* 

2* Now when Agrippa had reigned three years over all Ju« 
deiy he came to the city Cesarea, which was finrmerly called 
StratoV Tower; and there he exhibited shows in honour of 
Caesar, upon his being infcxrmed that there was a certain fes- 
tival celebrated to ma£e vows for his safety. At which fes- 
tival a great multitude was gotten together of the principal 
persons^ and such as were of dignity through his province. 
On the second day of which shows he put on a garment made 
wboUy of silver^ and of a contexture truly wonderful, and 
came into the theatre early in the morning ; at which time 
the silver of his garment being illuminatra by the first re- 
flection of the sun^s rays upon it, shone out after a surprising 
manner, and was so resplendent as to spread a horror over 
those that looked intently upon him ; and presently his flat- 
terers cried out, one from one place and another from ano- 
ther, (though not for his good,) that <^ he was a god ;^' and 
they added, '^ be thou merciful to us ; for although we have 
hitberto reverenced thee only as a man, yet shall we hence- 
fiirth own thee as superior to mortal nature.^ Upon this the 
kug did neither rebuke them nor rdect their impious flat- 
tery. But as he presently afterward looked up^ he saw an 
owl* sitting on a certain rope over his head, and immedi- 

* We have a mighty cry made here by some critics, as if the great Eusebius 
bad on mizpose fals&ed this account of Josepbus, so as to make it agree with 
fliepcnald account in the Acts of the Apostles : because the present copies of 
fali €ilaticm of it, Hist. Ecdes. B. it ch. x. omit the words fiMva>^^} cxmsu 
nnti i* e. Of* owl—ofi a certaim rope^ which Josephus's present copies retain, and 
only have the explicatory word iyytkn or angel; as if he meant that angel of 
^ Idfrd which St Luke mentions as smiting Herod, Acts xiL 23. and not 
that owl which Josepbus called an angel or menengert jfbrmerly ofgood^ lut now 
Sflad newt to Agrippa. This accusation is a somewhat strange one in the 
CHe of the great Eusebius, who is known to have so accurately and faithfully 
pndcieed a rast number of other ancient records, and particularly not a few out 
ef our Josepbus also, without any suspicion of prevarication. Now, not to 
iDBge how uncertain we are, whether Josepbus*s and Eusebius^s copies of the 
ftttth century were just like the present in this clause, which we have no dis- 
tinet evidence of, the following words, preserved still in Eusebius, will not ad- 
mit of any such exposition. «« This [bird] (says Eusebius,) Agrippa presently 
p^edved to be the cause of ill fortune, as it was once of good fortune to him ;*' 
viiich can only belong to that bird the ow/, which, as it had formerly foreboded 
Us happy deliverance from imprisonment, Antiq. B. xviii. ch. vi. sect ^. vol. 
nl so was it then foretold to prove afterward the unhappy forerunner of his 
death in five days time. If the improper word mrt»^ or caute^ be changed for 
Josephu8*s proper word «l>ytx«y angel ot 'mettengevy and the foregoing words, 
MwA^r) r;^o<Mir nuf^ be inserted, £usiblus*s text will truly represent that 
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erecled a theatre for them, superior to many other of that i 
sort, both in sumptuousness and elesance, as also an amphi- 
theatre, built at vast expenses ; and besides these, he built 
them baths and porticoes, and spared for no costs in any of 
his edifices, to render them both handsome and large. He 
also apent a great deal upon their dedication, and exhiUted "i 
shows upon them, and brought thither musicians of all sorts, 
and such as made the most delightful music of the greateit 
variety. He also showed his magnificence upon the theam, 
in his great number of gladiators ; and there it was that be 
exhibited the several antagonists, in order to please the spei^ 
tatora ; no fewer indeed than seven hundred men to ficht with 
■even hundred other men ;* and allotted all the malefacton 
he had for this exercise, that both the roalefactOTS mi^t re- 
ceive their punishment, and that this operation of war tni^ 
be a recreation in peace. And thus were these criminals lU 
destroyed at once. 



What other acts were done by Agrippa until hia (fend; Is 
and afier what manner he died. U 

§. 1. When Agrippa bad finished what I have above related, r 
at Berytus, he removed to Tiberias, a city of Gralilee. Now r 
he was in great esteem amone other kings. Accordii^j r 
there came to him Antiochus, King of Commagena; Samp* i 
ugeramus, king of Emesa ; and Cotys, who was king of toe ] 
lesser Armenia; and Polemo, who was kingof Pontus; as also i 
Herod his brother, who was king of Ch^cis. All Uieae he ■ 
treated with agreeable entertainments, and after an obliging I 
manner, and so as to exhibit the greatness of his mind, and so I 
as to appear worthy of those respects which the kings pud 
to him, by comiug thus to see bim. However, while these 
kings staid with him, Marcus, the president of Syria, came 
thither. So the king, in order to preserve the respect that 
was due to the Romans, went out of the city to meet bim, ai 
far as seven furlongs. But this proved to "be the begioniiw 
of a difference between h)m and Marcus; for he took wiu 
htm in his chariot those other kings as bis assessors. Bnt 
Marcus had a suspicion what the meaning could be of to 
^^eat a friendship of these kings one with another, and did 
", think so close an agreement of so many potentates to be 
tbe interest of the Romans. He therefore sent some of 
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.his domestics to every one of them, and enjoined them to go 
their ways home without farther delay. This was very ill 
taken by Agrippa, who after that became his enemy. And 
now he took the high-pnesthood away from Matthias, and 
auuie Elioneus, the son of Cantheras, high priest in his 
stead. 

2* Now when Agrippa had reigned three years over all Ju- 
dety he came to the city Cesarea, which was formerly called 
Strato^s Tower; and there he exhibited shows in honour of 
Caesar, upon his being informed that there was a certain fes- 
tival celebrated to mwe tows for his safety. At which fes- 
dval a great multitude was gotten together of the principal 
pmons, and such as were of dignity through his province. 
Od the second day of which shows he put on a garment made 
wholly of silver^ and of a contexture truly wonderful, and 
came into the theatre early in the morning ; at which time 
the silver of his garment being illuminatra by the first re- 
flection of the sun^s rays upon it, shone out after a surprising 
manner, and was so resplendent as to spread a horror over 
those that looked intently upon him ; and presently his flat- 
terers cried out, one from one place and another from ano- 
ther, (though not for his good,) that '^^ he was a god ;^' and 
they added, '< be thou merciful to us ; for although we have 
hitoerto reverenced thee only as a man, yet shall we hence- 
forth own thee as superior to mortal nature.^ Upon this the 
kiog did neither rebuke them nor rdect their impious flat- 
tery. But as he presently afterward looked up^ he saw an 
owl* sitting on a certain rope oyer his head, and immedi- 

* We have a mighty cry made here by some critics, as if the great Eusebius 
bad on mirpose fals&ed this account of Josepbus, so as to make it agree with 
fliepcnal^ account in the Acts of the Apostles : because the present copies of 
Ui €ilaticm of it, Hist. Ecdes. B. it ch. x. omit the words fiMveb^^t jrxMfiu 
9mH9 i* e. Of* owl—ofi a certaUm ropey which Josephus's present copies retain, and 
ealy hare the explicatory word &yyi>.§v or angel; as if he meant that angel qf 
A« Idfrd which St Luke mentions as smiting Herod, Acts xiL 23. and not 
liiat owl which Josepbus called an angel or mettengert jfbrmerly of goody htt now 
^ lad newt to Agrippa. T)m accusation is a somewhat strange one in the 
CHe of the great Eusebius, who is known to have so accurately and faithfully 
y wfa ced a rast number of other ancient records, and particularly not a few out 
ef our Josepbus also, without any suspicion of prevarication. Now, not to 
dlBge how uncertain we are, whether Josephus*s and £usebius*s copies of the 
flNMh century were just like the present in this clause, which we have no dis- 
tet erxdence of, the following words, preserved still in Eusebius, will not ad- 
ait of any such exposition. «« This [bird] (says Eusebius,) Agrippa presently 
pckoeived to be the cause of ill fortune, as it was once of good fortune to him ;*' 
ilikfa can only belong to that bird the ow/, which, as it had formerly foreboded 
Us b^ipy deliverance from imprisonment, Antiq. B. xviii. ch. vi. sect. 7« wL 
H so was it then fbretold to prove afterward the unhappy forerunner of his 
daith in five days time. If the improper word mru^, or cautey be changed for 
iIoiephu8*s proper word HyytKtv angel ot 'metsengery and the foregoing words, 
itiCwMk^r) r;^wNir nugy be inserted, Eusibius's text will truly represent that 
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erected a theatre for them, superior to many other of that 
sort, both in sumptuousness and elegance, as also an amphi- 
theatre, built at vast expenses ; and besides these, he built 
them baths and porticoes, and spared for no oosts in any of 
his edifices, to render them both handsome and large. He 
also spent a great deal upon their dedication, and exhilnted 
shows upon them, and brought thither musicians of all sorts, 
and such as made the most delightful music of the greaMt 
variety. He also showed his magnificenoe upon the th^tre, 
in his great number of gladiators ; and there it was that he 
exhibited the several antagonists, in order to please the speOi 
tators ; no fewer indeed than seven hundred men to fight with 
seven hundred other men ;* and allotted all the malefacton 
he had for this exercise, that both the malefactors might i^ 
ceive their punishment, and that this operation of war migh 
be a recreation in peace. And thus were these criminabiD 
destroyed at once. 






CHAP. VIII. 



What other acts were done by Agrippa untU his deaA; 

and after what manner he died. 

§. 1. When Agrippa had finished what I have above related, 
at Berytus, he removed to Tiberias, a city of Gidilee. Now . 
he was in great esteem among other kings. Accordii|gIy 
there came to him Antiochus, King of Commagena; Samp* J 
sigeramus, king of Emesa; and Cotys, who was kiag of toe 
lesser Armenia ; and Polemo, who was king of Pontus; as also 
Herod his brother, who was king of Chalcis. All these he 
treated with agreeable entertainments, and after an obfiging 
manner, and so as to exhibit the greatness of his mind, and so 
as to appear worthy of those respects which the kings pnd 
to him, by coming thus to see him. However, while tnese 
kings staid with him, Marcus, the president of Syria, came 
thither. So the king, in order to preserve the respect that 
was due to the Romans, went out of the city to meet him, as 
far as seven furlongs. But this proved to be the beginning 
of a difference between him and Marcus ; for he took with 
him in his chariot those other kings as his assessors. But 
Marcus had a suspicion what the meaning could be of so 
great a friendship of these kings one with another, and did 
not think so close an agreement of so many potentates to be 
for the interest of the Romans. He therefore sent some of 

* A strange number of condemned criminals to be under the senteooe of deirth 
ftt once ; no fewer, it seems, than 1400. 
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.his domestics to every one of them, and enjoined them to go 
their ways home without farther delay. This was very ill 
taken by Agrippa, who after that became his enemy. And 
now he took the high-pnesthood away from Matthias, and 
Bade Elioneus, the son of Cantheras, high priest in his 
stead. 

2* Now when Agrippa had reigned three years over all Ju« 
deiy he came to the city Cesarea, which was finrmerly called 
StratoV Tower ; and there he exhibited shows in honour of 
CflBsar, upon his being infcxrmed that there was a certain fes- 
tival celebrated to mwe vows for his safety. At which fes- 
tival a great multitude was gotten together of the principal 
penons, and such as were of dignity through his province. 
Od the second day of which shows he put on a garment made 
iriioUy of silver^ and of a contexture truly wonderful, and 
came into the theatre early in the morning ; at which time 
the silver of his garment being illuminatra by the first re- 
flection of the sun^s rays upon it, shone out after a surprising 
manner, and was so resplendent as to spread a horror over 
those that looked intently upon him ; and presently his flat- 
terers cried out, one from one place and another from ano- 
ther, (though not for his good,) that <^ he was a god ;^' and 
they added, '^ be thou merciful to us ; for although we have 
lutberto reverenced thee only as a man, yet shall we hence- 
fivCh own thee as superior to mortal nature.^ Upon this the 
king did neither rebuke them nor rgect their impious flat- 
tttr. But as he presently afterward looked up^ he saw an 
owF sitting on a certain rope oyer his head, and immedi- 

* We hare a mighty cry made here by some erkics, as if the great Eusebius 
bMl on mizpose fals&ed this account of Josepbus, so as to make it agree with 
fliepcndld aceoant in the Acts of the Apostles : because the present copies of 
Ui €ilatioii of it, Hist. Ecdes. B. it ch. x. omit the words fiMveb^^t cxoiftu 
fl«Mf^ L e. Of* owl— Off a ceriaHn rppe^ which Josephus's present copies retain, and 
ealy have the explicatory word &<yyt>.4v or angel; as if he meant that angel qf 
A« Idfrd which St Luke mentions as smiting Herod, Acts xiL 23. and not 
that owl which Josepbus called an angel or mettengert jfbrmerly of goody htt now 
Sflad newt to Agrippa. This accusation is a somewhat strange one in the 
CHe of the great Eusebius, who is known to have so accurately and faithfully 
y wfa ced a rast number of other ancient records, and particularly not a few out 
ef our Josepbus also, without any suspicion of prevarication. Now, not to 
dkge how uncertain we are, whether Josephus*s and £usebius*s copies of the 
flNMh eentury were just like the present in this clause, which we have no dis- 
tet evidence of, the following words, preserved still in Eusebius, will not ad- 
ait of any such exposition. «« This [bird] (says Eusebius,) Agrippa presently 
prtcdved to be the cause of ill fortune, as it was once of good fortune to him ;" 
vUch can only belong to that bird the ow/, which, as it had formerly foreboded 
Us happy deliverance from imprisonment, Antiq. B. xviii. ch. vi. sect 7» vol. 
& so was it then foretold to prove afterward the unhappy forerunner of his 
diath in five days time. If the improper word mrm, or caute^ be changed for 
Josq^hu8*s proper word SiyytU* angel or 'meuenger^ and the foregoing words* 
MwMi^r) r;^wNir r/y«f, be inserted, £usibius*s text will truly represent that 
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ately understood that this bird was the messenger of ill tid- 
iiigSy as it had once been the messenger of good tidings to 
him ; and fell into the deepest sorrow. A severe pain aim 
arose in his belly, and began in a most violent manner. He 
therefore looked upon his friends, and said, *< I, whcmi yoa 
call a god^ am commanded presently to depart this life; 
while Providence thus reproves the lyin? words you just now 
said to me ; and I, who was by you called immortal^ am im* 
mediately to be hurried away by death. But I am bound to 
accept of what Providence allots, as it pleases God ; for we 
have by no means lived ill, but in a splendid and happy man- 
ner.^ When he said this^ his pain was become violent. Ac- 
cordingly he was carried into the palace ; and the rumour 
went abroad every where, that he would certainly die in a 
little time. But the multitude presently sat in sacklodi, 
with their wives and children^ after the law of their country, 
and besought God for the king^s recovery. All places were 
also full of mourning and lamentation. Now the king rested 
in a high chamber, and as he saw them below lying prostrate 
on the ground, he could not himself forbear weeping. And 
when he had been quite worn out by the pain in his belly, for 
five days, he departed this life, being in the fifty-fourth year 
of his age, and m the seventh year of his reign ; for he reign- 
ed four years under Caius Csesar; three of them were over 
Philip^s tetrarchy only, and on the fourth he had that of He- 
rod added to it : and he reigned besides those, three yean 
under the reign of Claudius Caesar. In which time he reurned 
over the fore-mentioned countries,'and also had Judea added 
to them, as well as Samaria and Cesarea. The revenues that 
he received out of them were very great, no less than twelve 
millions of drachmae.* Yet did be borrow great sums from 
others ; for he was so very liberal that his expences ekoeeded 
his incomes^ and his generosity was boundless.-f' 

in Josephus. Had this imperfection been in some heathen authors that ms ia 
good esteem with our modem critics, they would have readily corrected tliese» as 
barely errors in the copies ; but being in an ancient Christian writer, not so well 
relished by many of those critics, nothing 'wUl serve but the ill-grounded mp- 
posal of tvilful corruption and prevarication. 

* This sum of 12;000,000 drachms, which is equal to 3,000,000 diekdi, 
i e. at 2s. lOd. a shekel, equal to £425,000 sterling, was Agrippa the Gicatli 
yearly income, or about three quarters of his grandfather Herod's income ; he 
having abated the tax upon hous^ at Jerusalem, ch. vi. sect 3* and was not so 
tyrannical as he had been to the Jews. See the note on Antiq. B. zvii. di. zL 
aect. 4. vol. ii. A large sum this 1 but not, it seems, sufficient for his extrava- 
gant expences. 

-f- Reland takes notice here, not improperly, that Josephus ondts the re> 
conciliation of this Herod Agrippa to the Tyrians and Sidoniaos, by the means 
of Blastus the king's chamberlain, mentioned Acts xii. 20. Nor is then 
any history in the world so complete, as to omit nothing that other historians 
take notice of, unless the one be taken out of the other, and accommodated to it* 
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3. But before the multitude were made acquainted with 
Agrippa^s being expired, Herod, the king of Chaicis, and 
HeloiflM the master of his horse, and the king^s friend, sent 
Aristo^ one of the king^s most faithful servants, and slew 
Silas, who bad been their enemy, as if it had been done by 
the king^s own command. 



CHAP. IX. 

What things were done after the death of Agrippa ; and how 
Claudius^ on account of the youth and unakUjulnesa ofAgrippa 
junior, sent Cuspius Fadus to he procurator of Judeoy and of 
thai entire kingdom. 

!\h And thus did king Agrippa depart this life. But he 
rft behind him a son, Agrippa by name, a youth in the seven, 
teenth year of his age, and three daughters ; one of which, 
Bemicej was married to Herod his father^s brother, and was 
rixteen vears old ; Uie other two, Mariamne and Drusilla, 
were still virgins : the former was ten years old, and Drusilla 
six. Now these his daughters were thus espoused by their 
fiuher, Mariamne to Julius Archelaus Epiphanes, the son of 
Antiochus, the son of Chelcias, and Drusdla to the king of 
Commaffena. But when it was known that Agrippa was 
departed this life, the inhabitants of Cesarea and of Sebaste 
foigot the kindness he had bestowed on them, and acted the 
part of the bitterest enemies ; for they cast such reproaches 
upon the deceased as are not fit to be spoken of; and so 
many of them as were then soldiers, which were a great num- 
ber, went to his house, aud hastily carried off the statues* 
oi this king's daughters, and all at once carried them into 
the brothel houses, and when they had set them on the tops 
of those houses, they abused them to the utmost of their 
power, and did such things to them as are too indecent to be 
related. They also laid themselves down in public places, 
and celebrated general feastings, with garlands on their beads, 
and with ointments and libations to Charon, and drinking to 
one another for joy that the king was expired. Nay, they 
were not only unmindful of Agrippa, who had extended his 
liberality to them in abundance, but of his grandfather He- 
rod also, who had himself rebuilt their cities, and had raised 
them havens and temples at vast expenses. 

2. Now Agrippa the son of the deceased, was at Rome, 
and brought up with Claudius Csesar. And when Caesar 

* Photius, who made an extnct out of this section, says, they were hot the 
statues or images, but the ladies themselves, which were thus basely abused by 
tbo soldiers. Cod. ccxxxviii. 
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was informed that AgrippsL was dead, and that the inhab^ 
tants of Sebaste and Cesarea had abused him^ he was sonj 
for the first news, and was displeased at the ingratitude oif 
those cities. He was therefore disposed to send Agrippa 
junior away presently to succeed his father in the kingdom^ 
and was willing to confirm him in it by his oath. But those 
freedmen and friends of his, who had the greatest authority 
with him, dissuaded him from it, and said, that '* it was a 
dangerous experiment to permit so large a kingdom to come 
under the government of so very young a man, and one hardly 
yet arrivea at the years of discretion, who would not be able 
to take sufficient care of its administration ; while the weight 
of a kingdom is heavy enough to a grown man.^ So Csesar 
thought what they said to be reasonable. Accordingly he 
sent Cuspius Fadus to be procurator of Judea, and of the 
entire kingdom, and paid that respect to the deceased, as not 
to introduce Marcus, who had been at variance with him, 
into his kingdom. But he determined, in the first place, to 
send orders to Fadus, that he should chastise the inhabitants 
of Cesarea and Sebaste for those abuses they had offered to 
him that was deceased, and their madness towards his daugfa^ 
ters that were still alive ; and that he should remove that 
body of soldiers that were at Cesarea and Sebaste, with the 
five re^ments, into Pontus, that they might do their militaiy 
duty there, and that he should choose an equal number of sol- 
diers out of the Roman Legions that were in Syria, to supply 
thdlr place. Yet were not those that had such orders actually 
removed ; for by sending ambassadors to Claudius, they mol- 
lified him, and got leave to abide in Judea still ; and these 
were the very men that became the source of very great ca- 
lamities to the Jews in after times, and sowed the seeds of 
that war which began under Florus ; whence it was, that 
when Vespasian had subdued the country, he removed them 
out of his province, as we shall relate hereafter.* 

* This hutory is now wanting. 



CHAP. I. ANTIQUITIES OF THB J£W8. 155 



BOOK XX. 



CtnUamng the interval of twenty4u>o years. 

FBOIC FADUS THE PBOCUBATOB TO FLORUS. 



i 



CHAP. 1. 

A sedition of the Philadelphians against the Jews ; and also 
concerning the vestments of the high priest. 

& 1. U PON die death of king Agrippa, which we have re* 
bted in the foregoing book, Claudius Caesar sent Caisius 
Longinus, as successor to Marcus, out of regard to the me- 
mory of king Agrippa, who had often desired of him by let- 
ters^ while he was alive, that he would not suffer Marcus to 
be any longer president of Sjrria. But Fadus, as soon as he 
was come procurator into Judea, found quarrelsome doings 
between the Jews that dwelt in Perea, and the people of 
Philadelphia, about their borders, at a village called Mia, 
that was filled with men of a warlike temper ; for the Jews 
of Perea had taken up arms without the consent of their prin- 
cipal men, and had destroyed many of the Philadelphians. 
When Fadus was informed of this procedure, it provoked 
him very much that they had not left the determination of 
the matter to him, if they thought that the Philadelphians 
had done them any wrong, but had rashly taken up arms 
agunst them. So he seized upon three of their principal 
men, who were also the causes of this sedition, and ordered 
them to be bound, and afterward had one of them slain, whose 
name was Hannibal, and he banished the other two, Amram 
and Eleazar. Tholomy also, the arch-robber, was after some 
time brought to him bound, and slain, but not till he had done 
a world of mischief to Idumea and the Arabians. And in- 
deed, from that time Judea was cleared of robberies by the 
care and providence of Fadus. He also at this time sent for 
the high priests and the principal citizens of Jerusalem, and 
this at the command of the emperor, and admonished them, 
that they should lay up the long garment, and the sacred vest- 
ment, which it is customary for nobody but the high priest 
to wear, in the tower of Antonia, that it might be under the 

Jower of the Romans, as it had been formerly. Now the 
ews durst not contradict what he had said,' but desired Fa^ 
dus, however, and Longinus (which last was come to Jeru* 



156 ANTIQUITIES OF THS JEWS. B. XJL 

salem, and had brought a great army with him, out of a fear 
that the [rigid] injunctions of Fadus should force the Jews to 
rebel,) that they might, in the first place, have leave to send 
ambassadors to Caesar to petition him, that they may have the 
holy vestments under their owa power ; and that, in the neit 
place, they would tarry till they knew what answer Claudius 
would give to that their request. So they replied, that tbejr 
would give them leave to send their ambassadors, provided 
they would give them their sons as pledges [for their peace- 
able behaviour.] And when they had agreed so to do, and 
had given them the pledges they desired, the ambassadors 
were sent accordingly. But when, upon their coming to 
Bome, Agrippa junior, the son of the deceased, understood 
the reason why they came (for he dwelt with Claudius Caesar 
as we said before,) he besought Caesar to grstht the Jews their 
request about the holy vestments, and to send a message to 
Fadus accordingly. 

2. Hereupon Claudius called for the ambassadors, and 
told them, that << he granted their request ;^ and bade them 
to return their thanks to Agrippa for this favour, which had 
been bestowed on them upon his entreaty. Aad, besides 
these answers of his, he sent the following letter by tbem : 
<< Claudius Caesar Grermanicus, tribune of the people the fifth 
time, and designed consul the fourth time, ana imperator the 
tenth time, the father of his country, to the magistrates, se- 
nate, and people, and the whole nation of the Jews, sendedi 
greeting : Upon the representation of your ambassadors to 
me by Agrippa, my friend, whom I have brought up, and 
have now with me, and who is a person of very great piety, 
who are come to give me thanks for the care I have taken of 
your nation, and to entreat me, in an earnest and obliging 
manner, that they may have the holy vestments, with the 
crown belonging to them, under their power ; I grant tfadr 
request, as that excellent person Vitellius, who is very dear 
to me, had done before^me. And I have complied with your 
desire, in the first place, out of regard to that piety which I 
profess, and because I would have every one worehip God- 
according to the laws of their own country ; and this I do 
also because I shall hereby highly gratify king Herod and 
Agrippa junior, whose sacred regards to me, and earnest 
ffood-will to you, I am well acquainted with, and with whom 
I have the greatest friendship, and whom I highly esteem, 
and look on as persons of the best character. Now I have 
written about these affairs to Cuspius Fadus, my procurator. 
The names of those that brought me your letters, Cornelius 
the son of Cero, Trypho the son of Theudio, Dorotheus the 
son of Nathaniel, and John the son of John. This letter is 
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dated before the fourth of the calends of July, when Rufus 
and Pompeius Sylvbnus are consuls.^ 

3. Herod also, the brother of the deceased Agrippa, who 
was then possessed of the royal authority over Chalcisy peti- 
tioned Claudius Cassar for the authority over the temple, and 
the money of the sacred treasure, and the choice of the high 
priests, and obtained all that he petitioned for. So that after 
that time this authority continued among all his descendants 
till the end of the war.* Accordingly Herod removed the 
last high-priest, called Cantkeras, and bestowed that dignity 
on his successor Joseph, the son of Camus. 



CHAP. II. 



How Helena^ the Q^ten of Adiabene, and her son Izates em- 
braced the Jewish religion ; and how Helena supplied the 
poor with com, when there was a great famine at Jerusalem. 

8 1. About this time it was that Helena, queen of Adia- 
bene, and her son Izates, changed their course of life, and 
embraced the Jewish customs, and this on the occasion fol- 
lowing : Monobazus, the king of Adiabene, who had also the 
name of Bazeus, fell in love with his sister Helena, and took 
her to be his wife, and begat her with child. But as he was 
in bed with her one night, 'he laid his hand upon his wife^s 
belly, and fell asleep, and seemed to hear a voice, which bid 
him take his hand off his wife^s belly, and not hurt the in- 
fant that was therein, which, by God^s providence, would be 
safely born, and have a happy end. This voice put him 
into disorder ; so he awaked immediately, and told the story 
to his wife ; and when his son was boni, be called him Izates. 
He had indeed Monobazus, his elder brother, by Helena 
also, as he had other sons by other wives besides. Yet did 
he openly place all his affections on this his only begotten 
son-j" Izates, which was the origin of that envy which his 
other brethren, by the same father, bore to him ; while on this 
account they hated him more and more, and were all under 
great affliction that their father should prefer Izates before 
diem. Now, although their father was very sensible of these 

* Here is some error in the copies, or mistake in Josephns ; for the power oi 
appointing high priests, after Herod Idng of Chalds was dead, and Agrippa junior 
was made king of Chalcis in hu room, belonged to him, and he exercised the 
same all along till Jerusalem was destroyed, as Josephns elsewhere infonns us, 
dk TiiL sect. 8, 11. ch. iz. sect. 1, 4, 6, 7* 

i" Josephus here uses the word f§wytnii an only legctfen JOfi , for no other 
than one hett belovedj as does both the Old and New Testament, I mean where 
there were one or more s<ms besides, Cfen. xxiL % Heb. zL 17* Sm the note on 
B. L ch. xiii. sect. 1. ?oL L 
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their passions, yet did he fcMrgive them, as not indulging those 
passions out of an ill disposition, but out of a desire each of 
them ha(^to be beloved oy their father. However, he sent 
Izates with many presents to Abennerig, the king of Chanuc 
Spasiniy and that out of the great dread he was in about him 
lest he should come to some misfortune, by the hatred his 
brethren bore him ; and he committed his son's preservatibn 
to him. Upon which Abennerig gladly received the young 
man, and had a great a£Pection for him, and married him 
to his own daughter, whose name was Samacha: he also 
bestowed a country upon him, from which he received large 
revenues. 

2. But when Monobazus was grown old, and saw that he 
had but a little time to live, he had a mind to come to the 
sight of his son before he died. So he sent for him, and 
embraced him after the most affectionate manner, and be- 
stowed on him the countrv called CarrtE ; it was a soil that 
bare amomum in great plenty : there are also in it the re- 
mains of that ark, wherein it is related that Noah escaped 
the deluge, and where they are still shown to such as are 
desirous to see them.* Accordingly Izates abode in that 
country until his father'^s death. But the very day that Mo- 
nobazus died, queen Helena sent for all the grandees, and 
governors of the kingdom, and for those that had the armies 
committed to their command ; and when they were come, she 
made the following speech to them : «* I believe you are not 
unacquainted that my husband was desirous Izates should 
succeed him in the government,: and thought him worthy so 
to do. However, I wait your determination ; for happy is 
he who receives a kingdom, not from a single person only, 
but from the willing suffrages of a great many.^ This she 
s^d in order to try those that were invited, and to discover 
their sentiments. Upon the hearing of which, they first of 
all paid their homage to the queen, as their custom was, and 
then they said, that ^* they confirmed the king^s deteroiiina- 
don, and would submit to it; and they rejoiced that Izates^s 
father had preferred him before the rest of his brethren, as 
being agreeable to all their wishes : but that they were de- 
sirous first of all to slay his brethren and kinsmen, that so the 
government might come securely to Izates ; because if they 
were once destroyed, all that fear would be over which 
might arise from their hatred and envy to him. Helena 
replied to this, that <* she returned them her thanks for th«r 
kindness to herself, and to Izatei^; but desired that they would 

* It is here very remarkable, that the remaini of Noah's ark were beUevad to 
be Btill in being in the days of Josephus. See the note on B. i. chap, iii* tect. 
6, vol. L 
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however defer the execution of this slaughter of Izates^s 
brethren till he should be there himself, and give his appro- 
bation to it.*" So since these men had not prevmled with 
ber, when they advised her to slay them, they exhorted her 
at least to keep them in bonds till he should come, and that 
for their own security ; they also gave her counsel to set up 
tome one whom she could put the greatest trust in, as a 
governor of the kingdom in the mean time. So queen 
Helena complied with this counsel of theirs, and set up 
MoDobazus, the eldest son, to be king, and put the diadem 
apoQ his head, and gave him his father^s ring, with its signet, 
as also the ornament which they called Sampser, and exhorted 
him to administer the affairs of the kingdom till his brother 
should come ; who came suddenly upon his hearing that his 
father was dead, and succeeded his brother Monobazus, who 
resigned up the government to him. 

3. Now during the time Izates abode at Charax Spasini, 
a certain Jewish merchant, whose name was Ananias, got 
among the women that belonged to the king, and taught them 
to worship Grod according to the Jewish religion. He, more- 
over, by tneir means, became known to Izates, and persuaded 
him in like manner to embrace that religion ; he also, at the 
earnest entreaty of Izates, accompanied him when he was sent 
for by his father to come to Adiabene : it also happened, that 
Helena, about the same time, was instructed by a certain 
other Jew, and went over to them. But when Izates had 
taken the kingdom, and was come to Adiabene, and there saw 
his brethren, and other kinsmen in bonds, he was displeased 
at it : and as he thought it an instance of impiety either to 
slay or to imprison them ; but still thought it an hazardous 
tbmg for to let them have their liberty, with the remem- 
brance of the injuries that had been offered them, he sent 
some of them and their children for hostages to Rome, to 
Claudius Cassar, and sent the others to Artabanus, the king 
of Parthia, with the like intentions. 

4. And when he perceived that his mother was highly 
pleased with the Jewish customs, he made haste to change, 
and to embrace them entirely ; and as he supposed that he 
could not be thoroughly a Jew unless he were circumcised, 
he was ready to have it done. But when his mother under- 
stood what he was about, she endeavoured to' hinder him 
from doing it, and said to him, that *^ this thing would bring 
him into danger ; and that, as he was a king, he would thereby 
bring himself into great odium among his subjects, when they 
should understand that he was so fond of rites that wer^ to 
them strange and foreign ; and that they would never bear to 
be ruled over by a Jew.^ This it was that she said to him, 
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erected a theatre for them, superior to many other of that 
fiort, both in sumptuousness and elegance, as also an amphi- 
theatre, built at vast expenses ; and besides these, he built 
them baths and porticoes, and spared for no costs in any of 
his edifices, to render them both handsome and large. He 
also spent a great deal upon their dedication, and exhibited 
shows upon them, and brought thither musicians of all sorts, 
and such as made the most delightful music of the grealett 
variety. He also showed his magnificenoe upon the theatre, 
in his great number of gladiators ; and there it was that be 
exhibited the several antagonists, in order to please the spec- 
tators ; no fewer indeed than seven hundred men to fisht with 
seven hundred other men ;* and allotted all the malefactaii 
he had for this exercise, that both the malefactors mi^it le^ 
ceive their punishment, and that this operation of war tniglii 
be a recreation in peace. And thus were these criminals sD 
destroyed at once. 



CHAP. VIII. 

What other acts were done by Agrippa until his 4eaA; ■ 

and after what manner he died, i 

§. 1. When Agrippa had finished what I have above related, " 
at Berytus, he removed to Tiberias, a city of Galilee. Nov F 
he was in great esteem among other kings. Accordiiigly f 
there came to him Antiochus, king of Commagena; Sam[H f 
sigeramus, king of Emesa; and Cotys, who was king of the ! 
lesser Armenia ; and Polemo, who was king of Pontus; as also 
Herod his brother, who was king of Chalcis. All Uiese he 
treated with agreeable entertainments, and after an obBgiDg 
manner, and so as to exhibit the greatness of his mind, and so 
as to appear worthy of those respects which the kings paid 
to him, by coming thus to see him. However, while these 
kings staiu with him, Marcus, the president of Syria, cftme 
thither. So the king, in order to preserve the respect that 
was due to the Romans, went out of the city to meet hinitas 
far as seven furlongs. But this proved to be the beginning 
of a difference between him and Marcus ; for he took with 
him in his chariot those other kings as his assessors. Bat 
Marcus had a suspicion what the meaning could be of so 
great a friendship of these kings one with another, and did 
not think so close an agreement of so many potentates to be 
for the interest of the Romans. He therefore sent some of 

* A strange number of condemned criminals to be under the tenteace of tatli 
at once ; no fewer, it seems, than 1400. 
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.his domestiics to every one of them, and enjoined them to go 
their ways home without farther delay. This was very ill 
taken by Agrippa, who after that became his enemy. And 
now he took the high-pnesthood away from Matthias, and 
ittde Elioneus, the son of Cantheras, high priest in his 
atead. 

8. Now when Agrippa had reigned three years over all Ju- 
dety he came to the city Cesarea, which was formerly called 
Strato^s Tower ; and there he exhibited shows in honour of 
Cflssar^ upon his being infinrmed that there was a oertun fes- 
tival celebrated to mue vows for his safety. At which fes- 
tival a great multitude was gotten together of the principal 
penons^ and such as were of dignity through his province. 
On the second day of which shows he put on a garment made 
wholly of silver, and of a contexture truly wonderful, and 
Game into the theatre early in the morning ; at which time 
the silver of his garment being illuminated by the first re- 
flectioQ of the sun^s rays upon it, shone out after a surprising 
manner, and was so resplendent as to spread a horror over 
those that looked intently upon him ; and presently his flat- 
terers cried out, one from one place and another from ano- 
ther, (though not for his good,) that '^^ he was a god ;^' and 
they added, '* be thou merciful to us ; for although we have 
Utoerto reverenced thee only as a man, yet shall we hence- 
forth own thee as superior to mortal nature.^ Upon this the 
king did ndther rebuke them nor rdect their impious flat- 
tory. But as he presently afterward looked up^ he saw an 
owP sitting on a certain rope oyer his head, and immedi- 

* W« bsTe a mi^ty cry made here by some criticB, as if the great Eusebius 
lad on pozpose fals^ed tiiis account of Josepbus, so as to make it agree with 
ditptziukl account in the Acts of the Apostles : because the present copies of 
bk dtedoB of it, Hist. Ecdes. B. ii di. z. omit the words fiM*a^-i^} fx^"^ 
fMffy i. e. Oft o»iL-on a certain rope^ which Josephus's present copies retain, and 
cnly have the explicatory word iyy%x.9v or angel; as if he meant that angel of 
A» iMrd which St Luke mentions as smiting Herod, Acts ziL 23. and not 
that owl which Josephus called an angel or metsengers formerly ofgood^ hU now 
^ lad newt to Agrippa. This accusation is a somewhat strange one in the 
CMe of the great Eusebius, who is known to have so accurately and faithfully 
indneed a rast number of other ancient records, and particularly not a few out 
«f our Josephus also, without any suspicion of pre?aricadon. Now, not to 
dhge how uncertain we are, whether Josephus's and £usebiuB*s copies of the 
flMrtih century were just like the present in this clause, which we have no dis- 
<awt evidence of, the following words, preserved still in Eusebius, will not ad- 
mit of any such exposition. <« This [bird] (says Eusebius,) Agrippa presently 
pcfeeehred to be the cause of ill fortune, as it was once of good fortune to him ;" 
vhich can only belong to that bird the ow/, which, as it had formerly foreboded 
his hiqn?7 deliverance from imprisonment, Antiq. B. xviii. ch. vi. sect 7* vol* 
fiL so was it then foretold to prove afterward the unhappy forerunner of his 
death in fnt days time. If the improper word atrtwt ox cause, be changed for 
Josephu8*s proper word tiyytXtf angel or 'metsenger, and the foregoing words, 
jhCM4.«4ir) gx^M» rnty be inserted, Eusibius's text will truly represent that 
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ately understood that this bird was the messenger of ill tid^ 
iiigSy as it had once been the messenger of good tidings to 
him ; and fell into the deepest sorrow. A severe pain alsB 
arose in his belly, and began in a tn'jst violent manner. He 
therefore looked upon his friends, and said, *^ I, whom joa 
call a gad^ am commanded presently to depart this life) 
while Providence thus reproves the lyins words you just now 
said to me ; and I, who was by you called immortal^ am im» 
mediately to be hurried away by death. But I am bound ta 
accept of what Providence allots, as it pleases God ; for we 
have by no means lived ill, but in a splendid and happy man. 
ner.^ When he said this, his pain was become violent. Ac- 
cordingly he was carried into the palace ; and the rumour 
went abroad every where, that he would certainly die in a 
little time. But the multitude presently sat in sacklotb, 
with their wives and children, after the law of their country, 
and besousht God for the king^s recovery. All places were 
also full of mourning and lamentation. Now the king rested 
in a high chamber, and as he saw them below lying prostrate 
on the ground, he could not himself forbear weeping. And 
when he had been quite worn out by the pain in his belly, for 
five days, he departed this life, being in tne fifty-fourth year 
of his age, and in the seventh year of his reign ; for he reign- 
ed four years under Caius Caesar; three of them were over 
Philip^s tetrarchy only, and on the fourth he had that of H^ 
rod added to it : and he reigned besides those, three yean 
under the reign of Claudius Csesar. In which time he reigned 
over the fore-mentioned countries,'and also had Judea added 
to them, as well as Samaria and Cesarea. The revenues that 
he received out of them were very great, no less than twelve 
millions of drachmae.* Yet did be borrow great sums from 
others ; for he was so very liberal that his expencea exceeded 
his incomes, and his generosity was boundless-f 

in Jpsephus. Had this imperfection been in some heathen authors that m» ia 
good esteem with our modem aitics, they would have readily corrected thesti is 
Lardy errors in the copies ; but being in an ancient Christian writer, not so well 
relished by many of those critics, nothing 'will serve but the ill-grounded np- 
posal of wilful corruption and prevartcation, 

* This sum of 12;D00,000 drachmae, which is equal to 3,000,000 shdnb, 
i e. at 2s. lOd. a shekel, equal to £425,000 sterling, was Agrippa the Qreatfk 
yearly income, or about three quarters of his grandfather Herod's inooine ; he 
having abated the tax upon houses at Jerusalem, ch. vi. sect 3. and was not so 
tyrannical as he had been to the Jews. See the note on Antiq. B. xviL Am zL 
aect 4. voL ii. A large sum this ! but not, it seems, sufficient for his eztniT»« 
gant expences. 

-f- Reland takes nodce here, not improperly, that Josephus omits the n> 
conciliation of this Herod Agrippa to the Tyrians and Sidonians, by the means 
of Blastus the king's chamberlain, mentioned Acts xii. 20. Nor ia there 
eny history in the world so complete, as to omit nothing that other hiatoiiaiia 
take notice of, unless the one be taken out of the other, and accommodated to it. 



CHAP* IX. ANTIQUITU8 OF THS JEWS. 15S 

3. But before the multitude were made acquainted with 
Agrippa''s being expired, Herod, the kiug of Chalcia, and 
HelcuK the master of his horse, and the king^s friend, sent 
Aristo, one of the king^s most faithful servants, and slew 
Silas, who had been their enemy, as if it had been done by 
M^ the king^s own command. 



I 



CHAP. IX. 

What thingi were done after the death of Aigrippa ; and how 
Claudius^ on account of the youth and unskilfulness ofjgrippa 
junior, sent Cuspius Fadus to be procurator of Judea, and of 
that entire kingdom. 

!\h And thus did king Agrippa depart this life. But he 
eft behind him a son, Agrippa by name, a youth in the seven, 
teenth year of his age, and three daughters ; one of which, 
Bemice^ was married to Herod his father^s brother, and was 
sixteen vears old ; the other two, Mariamne and Drusilla, 
were still virgins : the former was ten vears old, and Drusilla 
MX* Now these his daughters were tnus espoused by their 
fiuher, Mariamne to Juhus Archelaus Epiphanes, the son of 
Antiochus, the son of Chelcias, and Drusula to the king of 
Commagena. But when it was known that Agrippa was 
dqiarted this life, the inhabitants of Cesarea and of Sebaste 
forgot the kindness he had bestowed on them, and acted the 
part of the bitterest enemies ; for they cast such reproaches 
upon the deceased as are not fit to be spoken of; and so 
many of them as were then soldiers, which were a great num- 
ber, went to his house, and hastily carried off the statues* 
of this king's daughters, and all at once carried them into 
the brothel houses, and when they had set them on the tops 
of those houses, they abused them to the utmost of their 
power, and did such things to them as are too indecent to be 
related. They also laid themselves down in public places, 
and celebrated general feastings, with garlands on their heads, 
and with ointments and libations to Charon, and drinking to 
one another for joy that the king was expired. Nay, they 
were not only unmindful of Agrippa, who had extended his 
liberality to them in abundance, but of his grandfather He- 
rod also, who bad himself rebuilt their cities, and had raised 
them havens and temples at vast expenses. 

2. Now Agrippa the son of the deceased, was at Rome, 
and brought up with Claudius Caesar. And when Caesar 

* Photius, who made an extract out of this section, says, they were not the 
statues or images, but the ladies themselves, which were thus basely abused by 
tho tddiers. Cod. cczxxviii. 
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was informed that Agrippa was dead, and that the inhal^- 
tants of Sebaste and Cesarea had abused him, he was sorrjr 
for the first news, and was displeased at the ingratitude of 
those cities. He was therefore disposed to send Agrippa 
junior away presently to succeed his father in the kingdom^ 
and was willing to confirm him in it by his oath. But those 
freedmen and friends of his, who had the greatest authority 
with him, dissuaded him from it, and said, that ^< it was a 
dangerous experiment to permit so large a kingdom to come 
under the government of so very young a man, and one hardly 
yet arrived at the years of discretion, who would not be able 
to take sufficient care of it? administration ; while the weight ^ 
of a kingdom is heavy enough to a grown man.^ So Caesar | 
thought what they said to be reasonable. Accordingly he 
sent Cuspius Fadus to be procurator of Judea, and of the 
entire kingdom, and paid that respect to the deceased, as not 
to introduce Marcus, who had been at variance with him, 
into his kingdom. But he determined, in the first place, to 
send orders to Fadus, that he should chastise the inhabitants 
of Cesarea and Sebaste for those abuses they had offered to 
him that was deceased, and their madness towards his daudi- 
ters that were still alive ; and that he should remove mat 
body of soldiers that were at Cesarea and Sebaste, with the 
five regiments, into Pontus, that they might do their militaij 
duty there, and that he should choose an equal number of sof- 
diers out of the Roman Legions that were m Syria, to supply 
their place. Yet were not those that had such orders actually 
removed ; for by sending ambassadors to Claudius, they niol-' 
lified him, and got leave to abide in Judea still ; and these 
were the very men that became the source of very great ca- 
lamities to the Jews in after times, and sowed the seeds of 
that war which began under Florus ; whence it was, that 
when Vespasian had subdued the country, he removed them 
out of his province, as we shall relate hereafter.^ 

* This hbtoiy is now wanting. 
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sucoeeded to my mind, and that I was mudi in &four wilh 
those that were under me ; as also that the enemy were greatly 
afraid of me, he was not pleased with it, as thinking' my 
ptoaperitjf tended to his nun. So he took up a bitter eaTy 
and mnnity agunst me : and ho|Hng that if he could inflame 
those that were under me to hate me, he should put an end 
to the promperity I was in, be tried to persuade the inhabi- 
tants of Tioerias and of Seppboris, (and for those of Gabara 
he supposed they would be also of the same mind with the 
others,) which were the greatest cities of Galilee, to revolt 
from their subjection to me, and to be of his party ; and told 
them that he would command them better than I did. As 
for the pec^le of Sepphoris, who belongea to neither of us, 
because they had chosen to be in subjecdon to the Romans, 
they did not onnply with his proposal ; and .for those of 
Tiberias, they did not indeed so far comply as to make a re- 
vcit from under me, but they agreed to be his friends, while 
the inhabitants of Gabara did go over to John ; and it was 
Simon that persuaded them so to do ; one who was both the 
(Hrindpal man in the city, and a particular friend and com- 
panion of John. It is true, these did not openly own the 
making a revolt, because they were in great fear of the Gall- 
leans, and had frequent experience of the good-will they bore 
to me ; yet did they privately watch for a proper opportunity 
to lay snares for me ; and indeed I thereby came into tlie 
greaiCest danger, on the occasion following : 

26. There were some bold young men of the village Da- 
baritta, who observed that the wife of Ptolemy, the king's 
proonrator, was to make a progress over the great plain with 
a mighty attendance, and with some horsemen that followed, 
as a guara to them, and this out of a country that was subject 
to the king and queen, into the jurisdiction of the Romans; 
and fell upon them on the sudden, and obliged the wife of 
Ptolemy to fly away, and jrfundered all the carriages. They 
aito came to me to Tarichese, with four mules loading of gar- 
ments, and other furniture ; and the weight of the silver they 
brought was not small, and there were five hundred pieces d£ 
gold also. Now I had a mind to preserve these spoils for 
Ptolemy, who was my countryman ; and it is prohibited us 
by our laws even to spcUl our enemies :* so I said to those 

* How Jotephus ocmld say hete^ that the Jewish laws forbade them to «* spoil 
e?en their enemies,*' while yet, a litOe before his time, our Saviour had men. 
tioned it as then a current maxim with tiiem, **> Thou shalt love thy neighbour, 
•nd hate thine enemy,'* lif ate t. 43. is worth our inquiry. I take it that Jose- 
phna, having been now for many years an Ebionite Christian, had learned 
this interpretation of the law of JUoses, ftom Christ, whom he owned for the true 
MfiBah, as it follows in the succeeding verses, which, though he might not 
lead 19 St Matthew's gospel, yet mlg^t be have read much the same exposi* 
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Balem, and had brought a great army with him, out of a for 
that the [rigid] injunctioDs of Fadus should force the Jews to 
rebel,) that they might, in the first place, have leave to send 
ambassadors to Csssar to petition him, that they may have the 
holy vestments under their own power ; and that, in the next 
place, they would tarry till they knew what answer Claudius 
would give to that their request. So they replied, that tbey 
would give them leave to send their ambassadors, provided 
they would give them their sons as pledges [for their peace- 
able behaviour.] And when they had agreed so to do, and 
had given them the pledges they desired, the ambassadors 
were sent accordingly. But when, upon their coming to 
Bome, Agrippa junior, the son of the deceased, understood 
the reason why they came (for he dwelt with Claudius Caesar 
as we said before,) he besought Caesar to gtstat die Jews their 
request about the holy vestments, and to send a message to 
Fadus accordingly. 

2. Hereupon Claudius called for the ambassadors, and 
tcid them, that << he granted their request ;^ and bade tbem 
to return their thanks to Agrippa for this favour, which bad 
been bestowed on them upon his entreaty. Aad, besides 
these answers of his, he sent the following letter by them : 
<< Claudius Caesar Grermanicus, tribune of the people the fifth 
time, and designed consul the fourth time, and imperator the 
tenth time, the father of his country, to the magistrates, se- 
nate, and people, and the whole nation of the Jews^ sendeth 
greeting : Upon the representation of your ambassadors to 
me by Agrippa, my friend, whom I have brought up, and 
have now with me, and who is a person of very great pietVi 
who are come to give me thanks for the care I have taken of 
your nation, and to entreat me, in an earnest and obliging 
manner, that they may have the holy vestments, with the 
crown belonging to them, under their power ; I grant their 
request, as that excellent person Vitellius, who is veiy dear 
to me, had done before^me. And I have complied with your 
desire, in the first place, out of regard to that piety which I 
profess, and because I would have every one worship God- 
according to the laws of their own country ; and this I do 
also because I shall hereby highly gratify king Herod and 
Agrippa junior, whose sacred regards to me, and earnest 
ffpod-will to you, I am well acquainted with, and with whom 
I have the greatest friendship, and whom I highly esteem, 
and look on as persons of the best character, riow I have 
written about these affairs to Cuspius Fadus, my procurator. 
The names of those that brought me your letters, Cornelius 
the son of Cero, Trypho the son of Theudio, Dorotheua the 
BOD of Nathaniel, and John the son of John. This letter is 
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dtted before the fourth of the calends of July, when Rufus 
aod Pompeius Sylvbnus are consuls.^ 

3. Herod also, the brother of the deceased Agrippa, who 
was then possessed of the royal authority over Chalcis, peti- 
tioned Claudius Cassar for the authority orer the temple, and 
the money of the sacred treasure, and the choice of the high 
priests, and obtained all that he petitioned for. So that after 
that time this authority continued among all his descendants 
till the end of the war.* Accordingly Herod removed the 
last high-priest, called Cantheraa^ and bestowed that dignity 
on his successor Joseph, the son of Camus. 



CHAP. II. 



How Helena^ the Q^ten of Adiabene, and her son Izates em- 
braced the Jewish religion ; and how Helena supplied the 
poor with com, when there was a great famine at Jerusalem. 

LI. About this time it was that Helena, queen of Adia- 
ne, and her son Izates, changed their course of life, and 
embraced the Jewish customs, and this on the occasion fol- 
lowing : Monobazus, the king of Adiabene, who had also the 
name of Bazeus, fell in love with his sister Helena, and took 
her to be his wife, and begat her with child. But as he was 
in bed with her one night, 'he laid his hand upon his wife^s 
belly, and fell asleep, and seemed to hear a voice, which bid 
him take his hand off his wife^s belly, and not hurt the in- 
fant that was therein, which, by God^s providence, would be 
safely born, and have a happy end. This voice put him 
into disorder ; so he awaked immediately, and told the story 
to his wife ; and when his son was borii, be called him Izates. 
He had indeed Monobazus, his elder brother, by Helena 
also, as he had other sons by other wives besides. Yet did 
he openly place all his affections on this his only begotten 
son-|- Izates, which was the origin of that envy which his 
other brethren, by the same father, bore to him ; while on this 
account they hated him more and more, and were all under 
great affliction that their father should prefer Izates before 
them. Now, although their father was very sensible of these 

* Here is some error in the copies, or mistake in Josephns ; for the power o£ 
appmnting high priests, after Herod Idng of Chalds was ^tead, and Agrippa junior 
was made king of Chalds in his room, belonged to him, and he exerased the 
same all along till Jerusalem was destroyed, as Jose^^as elsewhere infonns us, 
di. viiL sect. 8, 11. ch. iz. sect. 1, 4, 6, 7* 

"t" Josephus here uses the word ^AMyivir, an only hegotien JOfi , for no other 
than one hat helovedj as does both the Old and New Testament, I mean where 
there were one or more s<ms besidei, Cfen. xxiL 2« Heb. zL 17* Sm the note on 
B. L ch. xiiL sect. 1. ?oL L 
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their passions, .yet did he forgive them, as not indulging those 
passions out of an ill dispo^tion^ but out of a desire each of 
them ha(^to be beloved oy their father. However, he sent 
Izates with many presents to Abennerig, the king of Charax 
Spasini, and that out of the great dread he was in about him 
lest he should come to some misfortune, by the hatred bis 
brethren bore him ; and he committed his son's preservation 
to him. Upon which Abennerig gladly received the young 
man, and had a great affection for him, and married him 
to his own daughter, whose name was Samacha: he also 
bestowed a country upon him, from which he received large 
revenues. 

2. But when Monobazus was grown old, and saw that he 
had but a little time to live, he had a mind to come to the 
sight of his son before he died. So he sent for him, and 
embraced him after the most affectionate manner, and be- 
stowed on him the country called Came ; it was a soil that 
bare amomum in great plenty : there are also in it the re- 
mains of that ark, wherein it is related that Noah escaped 
the deluge, and where they are still shown to such as are 
desirous to see them.* Accordingly Izates abode in that 
country until his father'^s death. But the very day that Mo- 
nobazus died, queen Helena sent for all the grandees, and 
governors of the kingdom, and for those that had the armies 
committed to their command ; and when they were come, she 
made the following speech to them : «* I believe you are not 
unacquainted that my husband was desirous Izates should 
succeed him in the government,, and thought him worthy so 
to do. However, I wait your determination ; for happy is 
he who receives a kingdom, not from a single person only, 
but from the willing suffrages of a great many.'' This she 
s^d in order to try those that were invited, and to discover 
their sentiments. Upon the hearing of which, they first of 
all paid their homage to the queen, as their custom was, and 
then they said, that ^* they confirmed the king's determina- 
tion, and would submit to it; and they rejoiced that Izates^i 
father had preferred him before the rest of his brethren, as 
being agreeable to all their wishes : but that they were de- 
sirous first of all to slay his brethren and kinsmen, that so the 
government might come securely to Izates ; because if they 
were once destroyed, all that fear would be over whicn 
might arise from their hatred and envy to him. Helena 
replied to this, that " she returned them her thanks for their 
kindness to herself, and to Izatei^; but desired that they would 

* It is here very remarkable, that the remaini of Noah's ark were betiera^ to 
be Btill in being in the days of Josephus. See the note on B. L chafk iii* sect 
6, vol. L 
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iiowever defer the execution of this slaughter of Izates^s 
brethren till he should be there himself, and give his appro- 
bttion to it.^ So since these men had not prevailed with 
ier, when they advised her to slay them, they exhorted her 
It least to keep them in bonds till he should come, and that 
br their own security ; they also gave her counsel to set up 
ome one whom she could put the greatest trust in, as a 
[overnor of the kingdom in the mean time. So queen 
lelena complied with this counsel of theirs, and set up 
tfonobazus, the eldest son, to be king, and put the diadem 
ipon bis head, and gave him his father^s ring, with its signet, 
18 also the ornament which they called Sampser, and exhorted 
lim to administer the aflairs of the kingdom till his brother 
ihould come ; who came suddenly upon his hearing that his 
lither was dead, and succeedefl his brother Monobazus, who 
reagned up the government to him. 

3. Now during the time Izates abode at Charax Spauni, 
A certain Jewish merchant, whose name was Ananias, got 
imong the women that belonged to the king, and taught them 
to worship God according to the Jewish religion. He, more- 
over, by their means, became known to Isates, and persuaded 
him in like manner to embrace that religion ; he also, at the 
earnest entreaty of Izates, accompanied him when he was sent 
for by his father to come to Adiabene : it also happened, that 
Helena, about the same time, was instructed by a certain 
other Jew, and went over to them. But when Izates had 
taken the kingdom, and was come to Adiabene, and there saw 
hit brethren, and other kinsmen in bonds, he was displeased 
at it : and as he thought it an instance of impiety either to 
day or to imprison them ; but still thought it an hazardous 
thmg for to let them have their liberty, with the remem- 
brance of the injuries that had been offered them, he sent 
some of them and their children for hostages to Rome, to 
Claudius Csesar, and sent the others to Artabanus, the king 
of Parthia, with the like intentions. 

4. And when he perceived that his mother was highly 
pleased with the Jewish customs, he made haste to change, 
and to embrace them entirely ; and as he supposed that he 
could not be thoroughly a Jew unless he were circumcised, 
he was ready to have it done. But when his mother under- 
stood what he was about^ she endeavoured to' hinder him 
from doing it, aujd said to him, that *^ this thing would bring 
him into danger ; and that, as he was a king, he would thereby 
bring himself into great odium among his subjects, when they 
should understand that he was so fond of rites that were to 
them strange and foreign ; and that they would never bear to 
he ruled over by a Jew.^ This it was that she said to him. 
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and for the present persuaded him to forbear. And when 
he had related what she had said to Ananias, he confinDcd 
what his mother had said, and when he had also threatened ijj 
to leave him, unless he complied with him, he went Awaj L 
from him, and said, th^t **he was afraid lest such an actioo, j^ 
being once become public to all, he should himself be ui j, 
danger of punishment, for having been the occasion of it, and 
having been the king^s instructor in actions that were of ill 
reputation ; and he said, that he might worship God without 
being circumcised, even though he did resolve to follow the 
Jewish law entirely, which worship of God was of a superior 
nature to circumcision. He added, that God would forgave 
him, though he did not perform the operation, while it wai 
omitted out of necessity, and for fear of his subjects.^ So 
the king at that time complied with these persuasions of 
Ananias. But afterwards, as he had not quite left off his 
desire of doing this thing, a certain other Jew that came out 
of Galilee, whose name was Eleazar, and who was esteemed 
very skilful in the learning of his country, persuaded him to 
do the thing ; for as he entered into his palace to salute him, 
and found him reading the law of Moses, he said to him, 
** Thou dost not consider, O king, that thou unjustly breakest 
the principal of those laws, and art injurious to God bimselfi 
[by omitting to be circumcised] ; for thou oughtest not only 
to read them, but chiefly practise what they enjoin tbee» 
How long wilt thou continue uncircumcised ? But if thoa 
hast not yet read the law about circumcision, and dost not 
know how great impiety thou art guilty of by neglecting it, 
read it now.^ When the king had heard what he aaio, he 
delayed the thing no longer, but retired to another room, and 
sent for a surgeon, and did what he was commanded to da 
He then sent for bis mother, and Ananias his tutor, and in- 
formed them that he had done the thing ; upon which they 
w^ere presently struck with astonishment and fear, and that to 
a great degree, lest the thing should be openly discovered and 
censured, and the king should hazard the loss of his kingdom, 
while his subjects would not bear to be governed by a man 
who was so zealous in another religion ; and lest they should 
themselves run some hazard, because they would be suppoBed 
the occasion of his so doing. But it was God* himseu who 
hindered what they feared from taking effect; for he preserved 
both Izates himself, and his sons when they fell into many 
dangers, and procured their deliverance when it seemed to 

* Josephus is very full and express in these three chapters, iiL iv. and v. ia 
obserring how carefully Divine Providence preserved this bates, king of Ad^ 
bene, and his sons, iiiile he did what he thought was his bounden doty, notwitb* 
standing the strongest political motives to the contrary. 
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je impossible, and demonstrated thereby, that the fruit of 
pety doe9 not perish as to those that have regard to him, 
md fix their faith upon him only. But these events we shall 
relate hereafter. 

5. But as to Helena, the king^s mother, when she saw that 
the affairs of Izates^ kingdom were in peace, and that her 
son was a happy man, and admired among all men, and 
even among foreigners, by the means of Gk)d^s providence 
over him, she had a mind to go to the city Jerusalem, in order 
lo worship at .that temple of Grod which was so very famous 
among alt men, and to offer her thank-offerings there. So 
abe desired her son to givp her leave to go thither : upon 
which he gave his consent to what she desired very willingly, 
and made great preparation for her dismission, and gave her 
a ffreat deal of money, and she went down to the city Jeru- 
salem, her son conducting her on her journey a great way. 
Now her coming was of very great advantage to the people 
of Jerusalem ; for whereas a famine did oppress them at that 
time, and many people died for want of what was necessary to 
procure food withal, queen Helena sent some of her servants 
to Alexandria with money to buy a great quantity of com, 
and others of them to Cyprus, to bring a cargo of dried figs. 
And as soon as they were come back, and had brought those 
provisions, which was done very quickly, she distributed food 
to those that were in want of it, and left a most excellent 
memorial behind her of this benefaction, which she bestowed 
on our whole nation. And when her son Izates was informed 
of this famine, he sent great sums of money to the principal 
men in Jerusalem. However, what favours this queen and 
king conferred upon our city Jerusalem shall be farther re- 
lated hereafter.* 

* This farther aceount of the benefactians of Jzates and Helena to the Jem* 

nkm JewB, which Josephus here promises, is, I think, nowhere performed by 

Mm in his present works. But of this terrible famine itself in Judea, Uke Dr 

Hudacm's note here ; — «« This (sajs he) is that famine foretold by Agabus, 

Acts xL 28* which happened when Claudius was consul the fourth time, and not 

that other which happened when Claudius was consul the second time, and 

Codna was his colleague, as Scaliger says upon Eusebius, pi 174.*' Now when 

Jowphua had said a little afterward, ch. ▼. sect 2. .that «* Tiberius Alexander 

meeeeded Cuspius Fadus as procurator," he immediately subjoins, «« That un« 

der these procurators there happened a great famine in Judea.'* Whence it is 

fihdn that this famine continu^ for many years, on account of its duration un« 

to diose two procurators. Now Fadus was not sent into Judea till after the 

toth of Agrippa, i. e. towards the latter end of the 4th year of Claudius ; so 

that this fiE^ine foretold by Agabus, happened upon the 5th, 6th, and 7th years 

of Claudius, as says Valesius on Euseb. 11, 12. Qf this famine also, sud 

queen Helena's sttpplies, and her monument, see Moses Chorensis, p. 144, 

146. where it is observed in the notes, that Pausanius mentions that her monu- 

o^t also. 

VOL. III. M 
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CHAP/ III. 

How Artabanus, the king of Parthia, out of fear of tha seent 
contrivances of his subjects against hvm^ went to Izatesy and 
was by him reinstated in his govemment ; as also how Sar* 
danes his son denounced war against Izates, 

§ 1. But now Artabanus, king of the Partfaiaasy percemng 
that the governors of the provinces bad framed a plot against 
him, did not think it safe for him to continue. aaK>ng Xhta^ 
but resolved to go to Izates, in hopes of finding some waf 
for his preservation by his means, and, if possible, for hu 
return to his own dominions. So he came to Izates, and 
brought about a thousand of his kindred and servants with 
him, and met him upon the road, while he well knew laatet^ 
but Izates did not know him. When Artabanu& stood 
near him, and, in the first place, worshipped him, acoordii^ 
to the custom, he then said to him, ^^ O king, do not tboa 
overlook me thy servant, nor do thou proudly reject the set 
I make thee ; for as I am reduced to low estate, by the change 
of fortune, and of a king am become a private man, I staiid 
in need of thy assistance. Have regard, therefiDre, ubto tite 
uncertainty of fortune, and esteem the care thou shak take 
of me to be taken of thyself also ; for if I be n^lected, aa4 
my. subjects go ofiP unpunished, many other subjects will 
become the more insolent towards other kings alsow^ Aiid 
this speech Artabanus made with tears in his eye^ and with 
a dejected countenance. Now as soon as Izates heard Arlfr 
banus^s name, and saw him stand as a supplicant before hin^ 
he leaped down from his horse immediately, and said to Mb^ 
<^ Take courage, O king, nor be disturbed at thy present *CA» 
lamity, as if it were incurable ; for the change of thy sad 
condition shall be sudden ; for thou shalt find me to bemdre 
thy friend and thy assistant^than thy hopes can promise th^i 
for I will either re«-establish thee in the kingdom of Parthia, 
or lose my own.'' * 

3. When he had said this, he set Artabanus upon his horsey 
and followed him on foot, in honour of a king whom be owned 
as greater than himself; which, when Artabanus saw^ he was 
very uneasy at it, and sware, by his present fortune and 
honour, that he would get down from his horse, unless Isatei 
would get upon his horse again, and go before him. So be 
complied with his desire, and leaped upon his horse; and 
when he had brought him to his royal palace, he showed him 
all sorts of respect, when they sat together, and he gave bim 
the upper place at festivals also, as regarding not his pneseot 
fortune, but his former dignity, and that upon this ^opiaideFa- 
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6an also, that the changes of fortuue are commoo to all men. 
He also wrote to the Parthians, to persuade, them to receive 
Artabenus aeain ; and gave them his right hand and his faiths 
that he shouki forget what was past and done, and that he 
would undertake for this as a mediator between them. Now 
the Fmrthians did not themselves refuse to receive him again, 
but pleaded that it was not now in their |x»wer so to do; 
becanse they had committed the government to another 
person, who had accepted of it, and whose same was Cinna 
■ms, and that they were afraid lest a civil war should arise on 
tUt account. When Cinnamus understood their intention i^ 
be wrote to Artabanus himself, for he had been brought up 
bybim, and was of a nature good and gentle also, and desirea 
him to put confidence in him, and to come and take his own 
dominions again. Accordingly Artabanus trusted him, and 
returned home ; when Cinnamus met him, worshipped him, 
and saluted him as king, and took the diadem off his own 
bead, and put it on the head, of Artabanus. 

S. And thus was Artabanus restored to his kingdom again 
by the means of Izates, when he had lost it by the means at 
me grander of the kingdom. Nor was he unmindful of the 
benefits he had conferred upon him, but rewarded him with 
socb honours as were of greatest esteem among them ; for be 
gvre him leave to wear his tiara upright,* and to sleep upoil 
m toideo bed, which are privileges and marks of honour pe- 
eimar to the kings of Parthia. He also cut off a large and 
frvitfol country from the king of Armenia, and bestowed it 
apoB bim. \ The name of the country is Nisibis, wherein the 
ueedonians had formerly built that city which they called 
Antioeb of Mygdonia. And these were the honours that 
were paid Izates by the king of the Parthians. 

4w But in no long time, Artabanus died, and left his king- 
dom to his son Bardanes. Now this Bardanes came to Izates, 
ttd would have persuaded him to join bim with his array, 
md to assist him in the war he was preparing to make with 
the Romans ; but he coi>ld not prevail with him. For Izates 
ID wdt knew the strength and good fortune of the Romans, 
that be took Bardanes to attempt what was impossible to be 
ione ; and having besides sent his sons, five in number, and 
they but young also, to learn accurately the language of our 
nation, together with our learning, as well as he had sent his 
Qiotb^ to worship at our temple, as I have said already, was 
the more backward to compliance; and restrained Bardanes, 
telling bim perpetually of the great armies and famous actions 
of the Romans, and thought thereby to terrify him, and desired 

* This privilege of wearing the tiara upright, or with the tip of the cone erect, 
^ koowtk to\ime been of old peculiar to (great) kings, fhxn Xeno^^'^ vcA 
^dHOi ta Dr B^dma thaofm Acne. 

M2 
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thereby to hinder him from that expedition. But the Parthian 
king was provoked at this his behaviour, and denounced war 
immediately against Izates. Yet did he gain no advantage by 
this war, because God cut off all his hopes therein ; for tlie 
Parthians, perceiving Bardanes's intentions, and how he bad 
determined to make war with the Romans, slew him^ and 
gave his kingdom to his brother Grotarzes. He also, in no 
long time, perished by a plot made against him, and Volo- 
gases, his brother, succeeded him, who committed two of his 
provinces to two of his brothers, by the same father ; that 
of the Medes to the elder, Paroorus, and Armenia to the 
younger, Tiridates. 



CHAP. IV. 

How Izates was betrayed by his own subjects^ and fought againA L 
by the Arabians ; and how Izates^ by the providence ofGoif 
was delivered out of their hands. 

§ 1. Now when the king^s brother Monobazus, and his 
other kindred, saw how Izates, by his piety to God, was be- 
come greatly esteemed by all men, they also had a deaire to 
leave the religion of their country, and to embrace the customs 
of the Jews ; but that act of theirs was discovered by Isatet^s 
sul^ects. Whereupon the grandees were much displeased, 
and could not contain their anger at them ; but had an inten- 
tion, when they should find a proper opportunity, to inflict a \ 
punishment upon them. Accordingly they wrote to Abia, 
king of the Arabians, and promised him great sums of money, 
if he would make an expedition against their king ; and they 
farther promised him, that, on the first onset, they wouid 
desert their king^ because they were desirous to punish bim, 
by reason of the hatred he nad to their religious worship: 
then they obliged themselves by oaths to be faithful to each 
other, and desired that he would make haste in this design. 
The king of Arabia cotnplied with their desires, and brought 
a great army into the field, and marched against Izates ; and, 
in the beginning of the first onset, and beibre they came to a 
dose fight, those grandees, as if they had a panic terror upon 
them, all deserted Izates, as they had agreed to do, and, turn* 
ing their backs upon their enemies, ran away. Yet was not 
Izates dismayed at this ; but when he understood that the 
grandees had betrayed him, he also retired into his campi and 
made inquiry into the matter ; and as soon as be knew who 
they were that had made this conspiracy with the king of 
Arabia, he cut off those that were found guilty ; and renewing ; 
the 6eht on the next day, he slew the greatest part of his | 
enemies, and forced all tbe TestloYie\^<&\!k\etGaKl^e&toi9jght < 
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also pursued their king, and drove him into a fortress 
id ArsamuSf and, following on the siege vigorously, he 
: that fortress. And when he had plundered it of all the 
r that was in it, - which was not small, he returned to 
ibene: yet he did not take Abia alive; because, when he 
id himself encompassed on every side, he slew himself. 
. But although the grandees of Adiabene had failed in 
r first attempt, as bemg delivered up by God into their 
fs hands, yet Would they not even then be quiet, but 
e again to Vologases, who was then king of Parthia, and 
red that he would kill Izates, and set over them some 
r potentate, who should be of a Parthian family ; for they 
, that ^< they hated their own king for abrogating the 
of their forefathers, and embracing foreign customs.**^ 
en the king of Parthia heard this, he boldy made war 
1 Izates; and as he had no just pretence for this war, he 
to him, and demanded back those honourable privileges 
;h had been bestowed on him by his father, and threat- 
I, on his refusal, to make war upon him. Upon hearing 
lis, Izates was under no small trouble of mind, as thinking 
ould be a reproach upon him to appear to resign those 
ileges that had been bestowed upon him, put of cowar- 
; yet because he knew, that though the king of Parthia- 
Jd receive back those honours, yet would he not be quiet, 
esolved to commit himself to God, his protector, in the 
ent danger he was in of his life ; and as tie esteemed him 
i his principal assistant, he entrusted his children and bis 
!8 to a very strong fortress, and laid up his corn in his 
[els, and set the hay and the grass on fire. , And wheu 
ad thus put things in order, as well as he could, he 
ted the coming of the enemy. And when the king of 
hia was come, with a great army of footmen and horse- 
f which he did sooner than was expected (for he marched 
reat haste), and had cast up a bank on the river that 
sd Adiabene from Media ; Izates also pitched his camp 
^ar off, having with him six thousand horsemen. But 
8 came a messenger to Izates, sent by the king of Parthia, 
told him ^* how large his dominions were, as reaching 
i the river Euphrates to Bactria, and enumerated that 
;^s subjects : he also threatened him that he would be pu- 
ed, as a person ungrateful to his lords ; and said, that the 
whom he worshipped could not del>ver him out of the 
fs bands^^ When the messenger had delivered this his 
sage, Izates replied, that ^^ he knew the king of Parthia s 
er was much greater than his own ; but that he knew 
that God was much more powerful than all men.' 
i when he had returned him this answer, he betook him- 
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self to make supplication* to God, and threw hiuself upon 
the ground^ and put ashes upon his head^ in testimony^Iui 

• coumsion, aod fasted, together with his wives and cfaildmk 
When he called upon 6od, and said, ** O Lord and Gofe^ 
nor, if I have not in vain oommttted myself to thy goodness, 

,but have justly determined that thou crnly art the Lord aad 
principal of all beings, come now to my assistance, and defiend L 
me from my enemies, not only on my own account, but oi ' 
account of their insolent behaviour with regard to thy power, 
while they have not feared to lift up their proud and arrogant 
tongue against thee.^ Thus did he lament and bemoan hi» 
self, with tears in his eyes ; whereupon Gpod heard his mayer. 
And immediately that very night Vologases received letten^ 
the contents of which were these, that a great band of Dahe 
and Sabse^ despising him, now he was gone a long jourmjr 
from home, had made an expedition, and laid Parthia waste; 
so that he [was forced to] retir^back^ without doing any thing. 
And thus it was that Izates escaped the threatenings of uie 
Farthians, by the providence of God. 

3. It was not long ere Izates died, when be had completed 
fifty-five years of his life, and had ruled his kingdom twenty- 
four years. He left behind him twenty-four sons, and twen- 
ty-four daughters. However, he gave order that his brotkor 
Monobasus should succeed in the government, thereby reqpu- 
tin^ him, because while be was himself absent, after tfaeir 
fauer^s death, he had faithfully preserved the goverooiettt fer 
•him. But when Helena, his mother, heard of her apq^sdeadi, 
she was in great heaviness, as was but natural upon ker kiss 
<]£ such a most dutiful son ; yet was it a comfort to ber, duit 
die heard the succession came to her eldest aon. AeeortU 
ingly she went to him in haste ; and when she was come into 
Adiabene, she did not long outlive her son Izates. But If a- 
nobaztts sent her bones, as well as those of Izates, his brothtr, 
to Jerusalem, and gave order tnat they should be buried at 
the pyramids,*!* which their mother had erected; they irare 
three in number, and distant no more than three furlongs 
from the city of Jerusalem. But for the actions of Mono- 
baaus the king, which he did during the rest of his life, we 
will relate them hereafter.^ 

* This mourning, and fasting, and praying, used by Izates, with prostn- 
4km of bis body, and ashes upon his headr are plain signs that he was beeome 
^ther a Jew, or an Ebionite Christian, who indeed diffinred not much tnm 
pc*per Jews. See chap. vL sect. 1. However, his supplications were heard, 
and he was providentially delivered from that imminent danger he was in. 

-f* These pyramids or pillars, erected by Helena, queen of Adiabene, near 

Jerusalem, three in number, are mentioned by Busebius in his JtSodes. Hist 

B. ii« ch. 12, for wliich Dr. Hudnon refers us to Valesius's notes upon that plaoe. 

They are also mentioned by Pausanias, as bath been already noted chap. n» 

sect. 6, Reland guesses that now called AbsaUmi't pittar may^be one of them. 

t TbiM scoouot i« now wanting. 
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CHAP. V. 

C!9m€ermng Theudas^ and the $on9 ofJuda$ the GaUlean; m 
. qIm what cdamitjf fell upon the Jews on the day of that 
PoMsqper. 

S 1« Now it came to pass^ while Fadus was procurator of 
Judea, that a certain magician^ whose name was Tbeudas,* 
persuaded a ^reat part of the people to take their effects with 
them^ and follow him to the river Jordan; for he told them 
be was a prophet, and that he would, by his own command, 
divide the river, and afford them an easy passage over it; and 
many were deluded by his words. However, Fadus did not 
permit him to make any advantage of his wild attempt, but 
seat a troop of horsemen out against them ; who, falling upon 
them unexpectedly, slew many of them, and took many of 
them alive. They also took Theudas alive, and cut off his 
bead^ and carried it to Jerusalem. This was what befel the 
Jews in the time of Cuspius Fadus^s government. 

2. Then came Tiberius Alexander as successor to Fadus ^ 
be was the son of Alexander the alabarch of Alexandria, 
which Alexander was a principal person among all his con- 
temporaries, both for his family and wealth : he was also more 
eminent for his piety than this his son Alexander, for he did 
not continue in the religion of his country. Under these pro^ 
curators that great famine happened in Judea, in wnich 
queen Helena bought corn in Egypt at a great expense, and 
diatiibuted it to those that were in want, as I have related 
abready. And besides this, the sons of Judas of Galilee were 
now slain ; I mean of that Judas who caused the people to 
reTolt, when Cyrenius came to take an account of tne estates 
of the Jews, as we have showed in a foregoing book. The 
names of those sons were James and Simon, whom Alexan- 
der commanded to be crucified. But now Herod, king of 
Cfaalcis, removed Joseph, the son of Camydus, from the 
high-priesthood, and made Ananias, the son of Nebedus, his 
successor. And now it was that Cumanus came a successor 
to Tiberius Alexander; as also that Herod, brother of 
Agrippa the great king, departed this life, in the eighth year 
of the reign of Claudius Csesar. He left behind him three 
sons, Aristobulus, whom he had by bis first wife, with Ber- 
nictanus and Hircanus, both whom he had by Bernice his 

* This Theudas, who arose under Fadus the procurator, about A. D. 45 or 
46, could not be that Theudas who arose in the days ef the taxing under Cyre- 
nius { or about A. D. 7* Acts v. 36, 37. Who ibax earlier Theudas was, sec 
the note on B. x?ii. ch. x. sect. 5. vol* iii. 
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brother's daughter But Claudius Caesar bestowed his do- 
minions on Agrippa junior. 

3. Now^ while the Jewish affairs were under the adminis- 
tration of Cumanus, there happened a ^reat tumult at the city 
of Jerusalem, and many of the Jews penshed therein. But I 
shall first explain the occasion whence it was derived. When 
that feast which is called the Passover was at hand, at which 
time our custom is to use unleavened bread, and a great mul- 
titude was gathered together from all parts of that feast, ^ 
Cumanus was afraid lest some attempt of innovation should 
then be made by them; so he ordered that one regiment of\ 
the army should take their arms, and stand in the temple 
cloisters, to repress any attempt of innovation, if perchance 
any such should begin ; and this was no more thaa what the 
fornJer procurators of Judea did at such festivals. But on 
the fourth day of the feast, a certain soldier let down Hi 
breeches, and exposed his privy members to the multitude; 
which put those that saw him in a furious rage, and made 
them cry out, that this impious action was not done to re^ 
proach them, but God himself; nay, some of them reproached 
Cumanus, and pretended that the soldier was set on by him, 
which, when Cumanus heard, he was also himself not a little 
provoked at such reproaches laid upon him ; yet did he ex- 
nort them to leave off such seditious attempts, and not to 
raise a tumult at the festival. But when he could not induce 
them to be quiet, for they still went on in their reproaches to 
him, he gave order that the whole army should take their 
entire armour^ and come to Antonia, which was a for- 
tress, as we have said already, which overlooked the temple ; 
but when the multitude saw the soldiers there, they were 
affrighted at them, and ran away hastily ; but as the passs^es 
out were but narrow, and as they thought their enemies ml- 
lowed them, they were crowded together in their flight, and a. 
great number were pressed to death in those narrow passages ; 
nor indeed was the number fewer than twenty thousand that 

Crished in this tumult. So instead of a festival they had at 
it a mournful day of it ; and they all of them forgot thdr 
prayers and sacrifices, and betook themselves to lamentation 
and, weeping; so great an a£9iction did the impudent ob- 
sceneness of a single soldier bring upon them.* 

4. Now before this their first mourning was over, anothtf 
mischief befel them also ; for some of those that raised the 

* This, and many more tumults and seditions, which arose at the Jewish 
festivals, in Josephus, illustrate that cautious procedure of the Jewish gover- 
nor, when they said, M-;tt. xxvi. 6. ** Let us not take Jesus on the feast-day, 
lest there be an uproar among the people ;^' as Reland well observes on this 
place. Joseplms ^so takes notice of the same thing, Of the War, B. i. di. i?* 
Meet 3, vol. iii. 
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toregomg tumult, when they were travelling along the public 

roaOy about a hundred furlongs from the city, robbed Ste- 

[phaDus, a servant of Caesar, as he was journeying, and plun. 

dered him of all that he had with him. Which things, when 

CamanuB heard of, he sent soldiers immediately, and ordei^ 

them to plunder the neighbouring villages, and to bring the 

most eminent persons among them in bonds to him. Now as 

this devastation was making, one of the soldiers seized the 

laws of Moses that lay in one of those villages, and brought 

them out before the eyes of all present, and tore them to 

pieoes ; and this was done with reproachful language, and 

much scurrility. Which things when the Jews heard of, they 

lan together, and that in great numbers, and came down to 

' Cnnrea, where Cumanus then was, and besought him, that 

be would avenge, not themselves, but God himself, whose 

laws bad been affronted ; for that they could not bear to live 

any longer, if the laws of their forefathers must be affronted 

amr this manner. Accordingly Cumanus, out of fear lest 

the multitude should go into a sedition, and by the advice of 

his friends also, took care that the soldier who had offered 

the affront to the laws should be beheaded, and thereby put 

a stop to the sedition which was ready to be kindled a second 

time. 



CHAP. VI. 



£010 there happened a quarrel between the Jews and the So- 
marikauy and how Claudius put an end to their differ^ 
ences. 



■i 



1. Now there arose a quarrel between the Samaritans and 
e Jews on the occasion following :— It was the custom of the 
Gkdileans, when they came to the holy city at the festivals, 
to take their journeys through the country of the Samari- 
tans;* and at this time there lay in the road they took, a vil* 
lage that was called Ginea, which was situated m the limits 
of Samaria and the great plain, where certain persons thereto 
belonging fought with the Galileans, and killed a great many 
of them, fiut, when the principal of the Galileans were 
informed of what had been done, they came to Cumanus, and 
desired him to aVenge the murder of those that were killed ; 
but he was induced by the Samaritans, with money, to do 

* This constant passage of the Galileans through the country of Samaria, 
M they went to Judea and Jerusalem, illustrates several passages in the gospels 
|o the same purpose, as Dr Hudson rightly observes. See Luke xvii. 1. John 
(▼• 4. See aJso Jos^hus in his own life, sect. 52. vol. iii. where that journey is 
^ttomined to three days. 
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DothiDg in the matter : opon which the Galileans were niiM)ll 
displeased, and persuaded the multitude of the Jew^ to betafi^ 1|e 
themselves to arms, and to regain their liberty, saying, lhiv( L 
^' slavery was in itself a bitter thing, but that when it wm \g 
joined with direct injuries, it was perfectly intolerable*^ A^A 
when their principal men endeavoured to pacify them, and 
promised to endeavour to persuade Cumanus to avenge tbxm 
that were killed, they would not hearken to them, but took 
their weapons, and entreated the assistance of Eleazar, the 
son oi Dineus, a robber, who had many years made hia abode 
in the mountains; with which assistance they plundered mm 
villages of the Samaritans. When Cumanus heard of tlw 
action of theirs, he took the band of Sebaste, with four r^ 
ments of footmen, and armed the Samaritans, and marcM 
out against the Jews, and caught them, and slew many o( 
them, and took a great number of them alive ; whereupon 
those that were the most eminent persons at Jerusalem, and 
that both in regard of the respect that was paid them and the 
families they were of, as soon as they saw to 'what an hdij^fat 
things were gone, put|^n sackck)th, and heaped ashes ufxa 
their heads; and by all possible means besought the seditiouii 
and persuaded them that they would set before their t€yes the 
utter subversion* of their country, the conflagration of their 
temple, and the slavery of themselves, their wives and chit 
dren, which would be the consequences of what they were 
doing; and would alter their minds, would cast away thar 
weapons, and for the future be quiet, and return to their own 
homes. These persuasions of theirs prevailed upon tbeOL 
So the people dispersed themselves, and the robbors went 
away again to their places of strength ; and after this titteall 
Judea was overrun with robberies. 

2. But the principal of the Samaritans went to Ummidius 
Quadratus, the president of Syria, who at that time was at 
Tyre, and accused the Jews of setting their villages on fire, 
and plundering them ; and said withal, that <^ they were not 
so much displeased at what they had suffered, as they were 
at the contempt thereby showed the Bomans ; while, if 
they had received any injury, they ought to have made them 
the judges of what had been done, and not presently to make | 
such devastation, as if they had not the Romans for their { 
governors ; on which account they came to him, in order to ' \ 
obtain that vengeance they wanted.^ This was the accusa- ^ 

* Our Saviour had foretold that the Jews* rejection of his gORpd would 
bring upon them, among other miseries^ these three which they tbaoiehes 
here show they expected would be the consequence *of their prewnt tumults 
and seditions ; the utter subversion of their country, the conflagratioD of tbeii 
temple, and the slavery of themselves, their wives, ax^ children. See Luk^ 
xzf. e^24. 
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srhich the Samaritans brought against the 'Jews. But 
KewB affirmed that the Samaritans were the authors of 
tumult and fighting; and that, in the first plaoe, Cum*- 
lad been eorrupted by their giAs, and passed over the 
ler 0f those that were slain, in silence. Whieh allega- 
iphen Qoadratus heard^ he put off the hearing of the 
*, and promised that he would give sentence when he 
Id come into Judea, and should have a more exact know- 
3 of the truth of that matter. So these men went away 
out success. Yet it was not long ere Quadratus came to 
aria ; where, upon bearing the cause, be supposed that 
Jamaritans were the authors of that disturbance. But, 
1 he was informed that certain of the Jews were making 
nations, he ordered those to be crucified whom Cumanus 
taken captives. From whence he went to a certain vil- 
caUed Lydda^ which was not less than a city in largeness^ 
there heard the Samaritan cause a second time before 
ribunal ; and there learned from a certain Samaritan, that 
of the chief of the Jews, whose name was Dortua, and 
» other innovators with him, four in number, persuaded 
nnltitude to a revolt frotti the Romans ; whom Quadra- 
rdered to be put to death: but still be sent away Ananias 
[ligh priest, and Ananus the commander [of the temple,] 
Nids to Rcmie, to give an account of what they had done 
Saudius Caesar. He also ordered the principtf'< men, 

of the Samaritans and of the Jews, as also Cumanus the 
urator, and Celer the tribune, to go to Italy to the em- 
r, that he might hear their cause, ai)d determine their 
renees one with another. But he came again to the city 
6rusalem, out of his fear that the multitude of the Jews 
lid attempt some innoraticHis ; but he found the city in a 
leaUe state, and celebrating one of the usual festivals of 
r country to God. So he believed that they would not 
npt any kinovations, and left them at the celebration of 
Kstival, and returned to Antioch. 
» Now Cumanus, and the principal of the . Samaritans, 

were sent to Rome, bad a day appointed them by the 
eror, whereon they were to have pleaded their cause 
It the quarrels they had one with another. But now 
iar's freed-men and his friends, were very zealous on the 
ilf of Cumanus and tlie Samaritans ; and they had pre* 
k1 over the Jews, unless Agrippa junior, who was then 
Lome, bad seen the principal of the Jews hard set, and 

earnestly entreated Agrippina, the emperor^s wife, to 
iuade her husband to hear the cause, so as was agreeable 
is justice, and to condemn those to be punished who 
3 really the authors of this revolt from the Romao 
^mmeDt, Whereupon Claudius was so v^eW dX^^^^di 
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beforehand, that when he had heard the cause, and found 
that the Samaritans had been the ringleaders in those nus* 
chievous doings, he gave order that those who came up to F 
him should be slain, and that Cumanus should be banistied. * 
He also gave order, that Celer the tribune should be carried 
back to Jerusalem, and should be drawn through the city in 
the sight of all the people, and then should be slain. 



CHAP. VII. 



Fdix is made procurator of Judea ; as also concerning Agrijf' 

fa junior y and his sisters, 

§ 1. So Claudius sent Felix, the brother of Pallans, to take 
care of the afimrs of Judea ; and when he had already cchh- 
pleted the twelfth year of his reign, he bestowed upon 
Agrippa the tetrarchy of Philip and Batanea, and added 
thereto Trachonitis, with Abila ; which last had been the te- 
trarchy of Lysanias ; but he took from him Chalcis, when be 
had been governor thereof four years. And, when Agrippa 
had received these countries as the gift of Caesar, he gave his 
sister Drussilla in marriage to Azizus, king of Emesa, upon 
his consent to be circumcised ; for Epiphanes, the son of 
king Antiochus, had refused to marry her, because, after he 
had pi]9mised her father formerly to come over to the Jewidi 
religion, he would not now perrorm that promise. He also 
gave Mariamne in tnarriage to Archelaus, the son of Helcaas, 
to whom she had been betrothed formerly by Agrippa her 
father ; from which marriage was derived a daughter, whose 
name was Bemice. 

2. But for the marriage of Drusilla with Azizus, it was in 
no long time afterward dissolved upon the following occasion : 
while Felix was procurator of Judea, he saw this Drueolki 
and fell in love with her ; for she did indeed exceed all other 
women in beauty ; and he sent to her a person whose name 
was Simon,* one of his friends, a Jew he was, and by birth a 

* This Simon, a friend of Felix, a Jew, born in Cjrprus, though be pre- 
tended to be a magician, and seems to have been wicked enough, could 
hardly be that famous Simon the magician, in the Acts of the ApostlcB, tSbL 
9, &>& as some are ready to suppose. This Simon mentioned in the Acta was 
not properly a Jew, but a. Samaritan, of the town of Gitts, in the couatiy 
of Sanoaria, as the Apostolical Constitutions, vi. 7. the Recognitions of Cle- 
ment, ii 6. and Justin Martyr, himself bom in the country of Samaria, Apo- 
logy, i. 34. inform us. He was also the author, not of any ancient Jewidi, 
but of the first Gentile heresies, as the fore-mentioned author assures us. So 
I suppose him a different person from the other. I mean this only upon the 
hypothesis, that Josephus was not misinformed as to his being a Gypriot 
Jew ; for otherwbe the time, the name, the profession, and the wickedness of 
them both, would strongly incline one to believe them the very same. As 
to that Drueilla the nster of Agrippa^ ^uuioi) &<& Josephus informs ua hetC) 



CHAP. VII. AKTIQUITIES OP THE JEWS. 173 

Cypriot, and one that pretended to be a magician, and en- 
deavoured to persuade her to forsake her present husband, 
and marry him ; and promised, that if she would not refuse 
him, he would make her a happy woman. Accordingly she 
aeted ill; and because she was desirous to avoid her sister 
Bernice^s envy, (for she was very ill treated by her on account 
of her beauty) was prevailed upon to transgress the laws of 
her forefathers, and to many Felix ; and, when he had had a 
son by her, he named him Agrippa, But after what manner 
that young man, with his wile, perished at the conflagratioh* 
of the mountain Vesuvius, in the days of Titus Csesar, shall 
be related hereafter.-f" 

3. But as for Bernice, she lived a widow a long while after 
the death of Herod [king of Chalcis,] who was both her hus- 
band and her uncle ; but, when the report went that she had 
criminal conversation with her brother [Agrippa junior,] she 
persuaded Polemo, who was king of Cilicia, to be circum- 
cised, and to marry her, as supposing, that by this means she 
should prove those calumnies upon her to be false : and Po- 
lemo was prevailed upon, and that chiefly on account of her 
riches. Yet did not this matrimony endure long ; but Ber- 
nice left Polemo, and, as was said, with impure intentions. 
So he forsook at once this matrimony and the Jewish religion : 
and at the same time Mariamne put away Archelaus, and 
was married to Demetrius, the principal man among the 
Alexandrian Jews,*both foriiis family and his wealth; and 
indeed he was then their alabarch. So she named her son, 
whom she had by him, Jggrtppinus. But pf all these par- 
ticulars we shall hereafter treat more exactly^ 

and a Jewess* as St Luke informi us. Acts xxiv. 24, whom this Simon men- 
tioned by Josephus, persuaded to leave her former husband, Azizus, king of 
Emesa, a proselyte of Justice, and to marry Felix, the heathen procurator of 
Jadea ; Tacitus, Hist. ▼. 9. supposes her to be an heathen, and the grand- 
daughter of AntoniuB and Cleopatra, contrary both to St Luke and Josephus. 
Now Tacitus lived somewhat too remote, both as to time and place, to be 
compared with either of those Jewish writers, in a matter concerning the Jews 
in Judea in their own days, and concerning a sister of Agrippa junior, with 
which Agrippa, Josephus was himself so well acquainted. It is probable that 
Tacitus may say true when he informs us that this Felix (who had in all three 
' wives, or queens, as Suetonius in Claudius, sect. 28, assures us,) did once marry 
audi a grandchild of Antonius and Cleopatra, and finding the name of one of 
thtoi to have been Drusilla, he mistook her for that other wife, whose name he 
did not know. 

* This eruption of Vesuvius was one of the greatest we have in history. See 
Biandiini*s curious and important observations on this Vesuvius, and its seven 
tfeveral great eruptions, with their remains vitrified, and still existing, in so 
many different strata under ground, till the diggers came to the antediluvian 
waters, with their proportionable interstices, implying the deluge to have been 
above 2500 years before Christian sera, according to our exactest chronology. 

•f This is now wanting. X '^^^ "^ i^ ^^^ wanting. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

^ter what mannevn upon the death of Claudius, Ndrm 
ceeded in the govemmerU ; as aiso what barbarmu things k 
did. Concerning the robbers, mtcrderers, and impostors, Ito 
arose while Felix and Festus were procurators of Jwdea. 

§ 1. Now Claudius Caesar died when he bad reifined thir- 
teen .years eight months and twenty days ;* and a report 
went about, that he was poisoned by his . wife AgjtvppDSit 
Her father was Germanicus, the brother of Caesar. Htr 
husband was Domitius ^nobarbus, one of the most lUo^ 
trious persons that was in the city of Rome ; after wboiB 
death, and her own long continuance in widowhood, ClaU" ] 
dius took her to wife. She brought along with her a sob, 
Domitius, of the same name with his father. He had befone 
this slain his wife Messalinaout of jealousy, by whom be had 
bad his children Britannicus and Octavia ; tbeir eldest Biater 
was Antonia, whom he had by Felina his first wife. He also 
married Octavia to Nero ; for tb^t was the name that Cesv 
gave him afterward, upon his adc^ting him for his son. 

3. But now Agrippina was afraid, Test, when Britaniucitt 
should come to man s estate, he should succeed his &ther ki 
the government, and desired to seize upon the priacipality 
Wbrehand for her own so^i [Nero ;] upon which the rqport 
went, that she thence compassed the death of Claudius. Acf 
cordingly she sent Burrhus, tbe general of the army, inno* 
diately, and with him the tribunes, and such also of thefreed- 
men as were of the greatest authority, to bring Nero away 
into the camp, and to salute him emperor. And when Nero 
had thus obtained the government, he got Britannicus to 
be so poisoned, that the multitude should not perceive it; 
although he publicly put his own mother to death not long 
afterward, making her this requital, not only for being bom 
of her, but for bringing it so about by her contrivances, that 
he obtained the Roman empire. He also slew Octavia hit 
own wife, and many other illustrious persons, under this pre- 
tence, that they plotted against him. 

3. But I omit any farther discourse about these affiura; for 
there have been a great many who have composed the his- 
tory of Nero ; some of which have departed from the truth 
of facts out of favour, as having receive^l benefits Irom bkn ; 

* This dorstion of the reign of Claudius agrees with Dio, as Dr Hudson Yiat 
remarks ; as he also remarks, that Nero*s'name, which was at first L» Domititi$ 
Mfwibarhut^ tSvst Claudius had adopted him, was Nero Chudiut Caaar DnuMi 
Germanicut. 
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while others^ out of hatred to him, and the great ilUwill which 
the^ bare him, have so impudently raved against him with 
their lies, that they justly deserve to be condemned. Nor do 
I wonder at such as have told lies of Nero, since they have 
Bot in their writings preserved the truth of history as to those 
fccts that were earlier than his time, even when/ the actors 
could have no way incurred their hatred, since those writers 
lived a long time after them. But as to these that have no 
Tt^ard to truth, they may write as they please ; for in that 
they take delight : but as to ourselves who have made trutii 
oar direct aim, we shall briefly touch upon what only belongs 
remotely to this undertaking, but shall relate what hath hap^ 
pened to us Jews with great accuracy, and shall not grudge 
our pMnsin giving an account both of the calamities we have 
toSbred, and of the crimes we have been guilty of. I will 
BOW, therefore, return to the illation of our own affairs. 

4i For in the first year of the reign of Nero, upon the 
death of Azizus, king of Emesa, Soemus* his brother 8uc-> 
Meded in his kingdom, and Aristobulus the son of Herod, 
khig of Chalcis, was intrusted by Nero with the government 
ef the lesser Armenia. Caesar also bestowed on Agrippa a 
eertain part of Galilee, Tiberiasf and Tirachese, and ordered 
them to submit to his jurisdiction. He gave him also Julias, 
I city of Perea, with fourteen villages that lay about it. 

5. Now, as for the affairs of the Jews, they grew worse 
and worse continually, for the country was again filled with 
lobberiesy and impostors, who deluded the multitude. Yet 
did Felix catchy and put to death, many of those impostors 
every day, together with the robbers. He also caught Elea- 
zar, the son of Dinaes, who had gotten together a company 
of robbers; and this he did by treachery, for he gave biu 
assurance, that he should suffer no harm, and thereby per- 
suaded 1)im to come to him ; but when be dune he bound 
him^ and sent him to Rome. Felix also bore ill-will to 
Jonathan the high priest, because he frequently gave him ad- 
monitions about governing the Jewish affairs better than he 
did, lest he sho^ild himself have complunts made of him by 
the nmltttude, since it was he who had desired Caesar to send 
him as procurator of Judea. So Felix contrived a method 
whereby he might get rid of him, now he was become so 
continually trouUesome to him : for such continual admoni- 
tions are grievous to those who are disposed to act unjustly. 

* Tluf SSemns is elsewhere mentioned [by Josephus in his own Life, sect. 
1 1. YoL IL M also] by Dio Gassius and' Tacitus, as Dr Hudson informs us. 

-|- This agrees with Josephus's irtquent accounts elsewhere in hii own liife, 
&at Tiberias, and Tirachess, and Oamala^ were under this Agrippa junior, till 
Justus, the son of Fistas, seized upon them for the Jews, upon toe breaking out 
of the war. 
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Wherefore Felix persuaded one of Jonathan's roost faithful 
friends, a citizen of Jerusalem, whose name was DoraSi to 
bring the robbers upon Jonathan, in order to kill him ; and jk 
this he did by promising to give him a great deal of monej 
for so doing. Doras complied with the proposal, and ood- 
tiived matters so that the robbers might murder him after 
the following manner :— -certain of» those robbers went up to 
the city, as if they were going to worship Grod, while tnej 
had daggers under their garments, and by thus mingliDg 
themselves among the multitude, they slew Jonathan,* and 
as this murder was never avenged, the robbers went up with 
the greatest security at the festivals after this time, and having 
weapons concealed in like manner as before, and mingliiw 
themselves among the multitude, they slew certain of their 
own enemies, and were subservient to other men for monevi 
and slew others, not only in remote parts of the city, but in 
the temple itself also : for they had the boldness to murder 
men there, without thinking of the impiety of which thej 
were guilty. And this seems to me to have been the reason 
why God, out of his hatred of these men^s wickedness, re- 
jected our city ; and as for the temple, he no longer esteemed 
It sufficiently pure for him to inhabit therein, but brought the 

* This treacherous and barbarous murder of ihe good high priest Jonatbm, 
by the oontriyanoe of this wicked procurator Felix, was the hnmediate oecMioa 
of the ensuing murders by the Sicarii or ruffians, and one great cause of tin 
following horrid cruelties and miseries of the Jewish nation, as Joa^hus bos 
iupposes ; whose excellent reflection on the gross wickedness of that natioii, m 
the direct cause of their terrible destructicm, is well worthy the attentiim of ewy 
Jewish and of every Christian reader. And, since we are soon ooming to till 
catalogue of the Jewish high priests, it may not be amiss, with Reland, to in- 
sert this Jonathan among them, and to transcribe his particular catalogue of die 
last twenty-eight high priests, taken out of Josephus, and begin with Anandoi, 
who was made by Herod the Great. See Antiq. B. xt. du iL aect. 4* voL £• 
and the note there. 

1. Ananelus. 15. Theophilus, his brother, and ton flf 

2. Aristobulus. Ananus. 

3. Jesus, the son of Fabus. 16. Simon, the son of Boetfana. • 

4. Simon, the son of Boethus. 17* Matthias, the brother of JoDatfailiy 
6. Matthias, the son of Theophilus. and son of Ananus. 
6. Joazar, the son of Boethus. 18. Aljoneus. 
7- Eleazar, the son of Boethus. 19. Josephus, the son of CSamjdns. 
8. Jesus, the son of Sic. 20. Ananias, the son of Nebedeoa. 
9- [Annas, or] Ananus, the son of 21. Jonathas. 

Seth. 22. Ismael, the son of FabL 

10. Ismael, the son of Fabus. 23. Joseph Gabi, the son of Simon. 

1 1. Eleazar, the son of Ananus. 24. Ananus, the son of Ananus* 

12. Simon the son of Gamithus. 25. Jesus, the son of Damneus. 

13. Josephus Gaiaphas, the son-in- 26. Jesus, the son of GamalieL 

law to Ananus. 27. Matthias, the son of Theophilns. 

14. Jonathan, the son of Ananus. 28. Phannias, the son of SamiieL 
As for Ananus and Joseph Gaiaphas, here mentioned about the middle of 

this catalogue, tliey are no other than those Annas and Gaiaphas, so often men- 
tioned in the four gospds ; and that Ananias, the son of Nebedeus, waa dial 
high priest before whom St Paul pleaded his own cause, Acts xziv. 
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Jtomam upon us, and threw a fire upon the city to purge it^ 
and brougnt upon us, our wives^ and chiUbren, slavery, as de- 
sirous to make us wiser by our calamities. 
• . 6. These worlds, that were done by the robbers, filled the 
silj with all sorts of impiety. And now these impostors* 
uid deceivers persuadecl the multitude to follow them into 
Jie wilderness, and pretended that they would exhibit mani- 
mt wonders and signs, that should be performed by the pro- 
vidence of God. And many that were prevailed on by them 
niffered the punishments of their folly; for Felix brought 
Lhem back, and then punished them. Moreover, there came 
•at of Egypt'l' about this time to Jerusalem, one that said 
he was a prophet, and advised the multitude of the common 
people to go along with him to the Mount of Olives, as it 
was called, which lay over against the city, and at the dis- 
tance of five furkngs. He said further, that he would show 
tfaeoi from hence, how, at his command, the walls of Jeru- 
salem would fall down ; and he promised them that he would 
procure them an entrance into the city through those walls, . 
when they were fallen down. Now, when Felix was informed 
Hlf theae things, he ordered his soldiers to take their weapons. 
Hid come against them with a great number of horsemen and 
^ttotmen from Jerusalem, aud attacked the Egyptian and the 
'peo|ile that were with him. He also slew four hundred of 
^uem, and took two hundred alive. But the Egyptian him- 
' idf escaped out of the fight, but did not appear any more. 
Aid again the robbers stirred up the people to make war 
vith the Romans, and said, they ought not to obey them at 
ill; and when any person would not comply with tnem, they 
«t fire Uk their villages, and plundered them. 

7. And now it was that a great sedition arose between the 
'ews that inhabited Cesarea and the Syrians who dwelt there 
llso, concerning their equal right to the privileges belonging 
)o cntisens ; for the Jews claimed the pre-eminence, because 
Qferod their king was the builder of Cesarea, and because he 
fras by birth a Jew. Now, the Syrians did not deny what 
was alleged about Herod ; but they said, that Cesarea was 
hnfksrly called Strato's Tower, and that then there was not 
me- Jewish inhabitant When the presidents of that country 
leerd of these disorders, they caught the authors of them on 
loth sides, and tormented them with stri|ie8, and by that 
neans put a stop to the disturbance for a time. But the 

* Of ^<e8e^ Jewidb impostors and fake prophets, with many other circumslan- 
sei and iDisenes of the Jews, till their utter de8tructioD, foretold by our Saviour, 
ce liit Accompl, of Proph. p. 58 76. 

f Of this Egyptian impostor, and the number of his followers in Josephus, 
lee Acts xxi. 88. 
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Jewish citizens, depending on their wealth, and on that ad^ 
count despising the Synans, reproached them aginn, ani 
hoped to provoke them by such reproaches. However, tte . 
Syrians, though they were inferior in wealth* yet valink^7 
themselves highly on this account, that the greatest part 
the Roman sddiers that were there, were either oFCesarea 
Sebaste, they also for some time used reproachful lan^ 
to the Jews also ; and thus it was, till at length they came 
throwing stones at one another, and several were wounded, 
and fell on both sides, though the Jews were still the 
querors. But when Felix saw that this quiarrel was ~ 
a kind of war, he came upon them on the sudden, and derii 
the Jews to desist ; and when they refused so to do, he m 
his soldiers, and sent them out upon them, and slew maiiy< 
them, and took more of them alive, and permitted hissoldie 
to plunder some of the houses of the citizens, which werefdlj^ 
of riches. Now those Jews that were more moderate^ 
of principal dignity among them, were afnud of themsdi^ 
and desired of Felix that he would sound a retreat to hisr* 
diers, and spare them for the future, and afford tbeul 
for repentance for what they had done ; and Felix was 
vailed upon to do so. 

8« About this 'time king Agrippa gave the htgh-pru 
to Ismael, who was the son of Fabi. And now arose a 
tion between the high priests and the principal men of 
multitude of Jerusalem ; each of which got them a oompaii|^^ 
of the boldest sort of men, and of those that loved imiovi^ 
tions, about them, and became leaders to them ; and whiofj 
they struggled together* they did it by casting reproacfafiin 
words against one another, and by throwing stones also. And- . 
there was nobody to reprove them ; but these disorders were ^ 
done after a licentious manner in the city, as if it had nd^ 
government over it And such was the impudence* aai'. 
boldness that had seized on the high priests, that they hadF^ 
the hardiness to send their servants into the threshing-noon/ 
to take away those tithes that were due to the priests ; insi^^' 
much that so it fell out, that the poorer sort of the priei(il| 
died for want. To this degree did the violence of the 
tious prevail over all right and justice ! 

9. Now when Porcius Festus was sent as successor to Fc 
by Nero, the principal of the Jewish inhabitants of Cesant 
went up to Rome to accuse Felix; and he had certainly bees' 

* The wickedness here was very peculiar and extraordinary, diat Uif Uffi )a 
priests should so oppress their brethren the priests, as to starve the pomlif < 
them to death. See the like presently, di. ix. sect. 2. Such fiital abom 
are oovetousness and tyranny in the dergy, as weU as in the laity, in sH 
ages. 
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^whlle ago. For although it be necessary for an histofian to 
write the truth, yet is such a one not bound severely to an- 
imadvert on the wickedness of certain men ; not out of any 
favour to them, but out of an author^s own moderation. How 
then comes it to pass^ O Justus, thou most sagacious of wri- 
ters (that I may addtess myself to him as if he were here 
present.) for so thou boastest of thyself, that I and the Gali- 
leans have been the authors of that sedition which thy country 
engaged in, both against the Romans and against the king 
[Agrippa junior?] For before ever I was appointed governor 
of Galilee by the community of Jerusalem, ooth thou, and all 
the people of Tiberias, had not only taken up arms, but had 
made war with Decapolis of Syria. Accordingly, thou hadst 
ordered their villages to be burnt, and a domestic servant of 
thine fell in the battle. Nor is it I only who say this; 
but so it is written in the commentaries of Vespasian the em- 
peror^ as also how the inhabitants of Decapolis came cla- 
mouring to Vespasian at Ptolemais, and desired that thou, 
who wast the author [of that war,] mightest be brought to 
punishment. And thou hadst certainly been punished at the 
cooimand of Vespasian, had not king Agrippa, who had 
power given him to have thee put to death, at the earnest en- 
treaty of his sister Bernice, changied the punishment from 
death into a long imprisonment. Thy political administration 
of affairs afterward does also clearly discover both thy other 
behaviour in life, and that thou wast the occasion of thy coun- 
try's revolt from the Romans ; plain signs of which I shall 
produce presently. I have also a mind to say a few things to 
the rest of the people of Tiberias on thy account, and to de- 
monstrate to those that light upon this history, that you bear 
no good-will, neither to the Romans nor to the king. To be 
sure, the greatest cities of Galilee, O Justus, were Sepphoris, 
and thy country Tiberias. But Sepphoris, situated in the 
▼ery midst of Galilee, and having many villages about it, and 
able with ease to have been bold and troublesome to the Ro- 
mans, if they had so pleased, yet did it resolve to continue 
faithful to those their masters, and at the same time excluded 
me out of their city, and prohibited all their citizens from 
joining with the Jews in the war, and that they might be out 
of danger from me, they by a wile got leave o( me to fortify 
their city with walls ; they also, of their own accord, admitted 
of a garrison of Roman legions, sent them by Cestius Gallus, 
who was then president of Syria, and so had me in contempt, 
though I was then very powerful, and all were greatly afraid 
of me ; and at the same time that the greatest of our cities, 
Jerusalem, was besieged^ and that temple of ours, which be- 
longed to us all, was in danger of falling under the enemy's 
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power^ tbey sent no assistance tbitber, as not willing to have 
it tbougbt they would bear arms against the Romans. But 
as for thy country, O Justus^ situated upon the lake of Gen- 
nesareth, and distantfrom Hippos thirtyfurlongS; from Gadara 
sixty, and from Scythopolis, which was- under the king's ju- 
risdiction, a hundred and twenty ; when there was no Jewish 
city near, it might easily have preserved its fidelity [to the 
Romans,] if it had so pleased them to do ; for the city and 
its pe(^Ie had plenty of weapons. But, as thou sayest, I was 
then that author [of their revolt.] And pray, O Justus, who 
was the author afterwards f For thou knowcst that I was in 
the power of the Romans before Jerusalem was besi^ed, 
and before the same time Jotapata was taken by force, as weif 
as many other fortresses, and a great many of the Galileans 
fell in the war. It was therefore then a proper time, when 
you were certainly freed from any fear on my account, to 
throw away your weapons, and to demonstrate to the kin? 
and to the Romans, that it was not €3^ choice, but as foroea 
by necessity, that you fell into the war against them ; but you 
staid till Vespasian came himself as far as your walls, with 
his whole army ; and then you did indeed lay aside your 
weapons out of fear, and your city had for certam been taken 
by force, unless Vespasian had complied with the king'*s sup- 
plication for you, and had excused your madness. It was 
not I, therefore, who was the author of this, but your own 
inclinations to war. I)o not you remember how often I got 
you under my power, and jret put none of you to death ? nay, 

Jou once fellinto a tumult one against another, and slew one 
undred and eighty-five of your citizens, not on account of 
your good- will to the king and to the Romans, but on account 
of your own wickedness, and this while I was besieged by 
the Romans in Jotapata. Nay, indeed, were there not reck- 
oned up two thousand of the people of Tiberias, during the 
siege of Jerusalem, some of whien were slain, and the rest 
caught and carried captives? But thou wilt pretend that thou 
didst not engage in the war, since thou didst flee to the king. 
Yes, indeed, thou didst flee to him ; but I say it was out of 
fear of me. Thou sayest indeed, that it is I who am a wicked 
man. But then, for what reason was it that king Agrippa, 
who procured thee thy life when thou wast condemned to 
die by Vespasian, and who bestowed so much riches upon 
thee, did twice afterward put thee in bonds, and as oitea 
obliged thee to run away from thy country, and, when he bad 
once ordered thee to be put to death, he granted thee a par- 
don at the earnest desire of Bermce ? and, when (after so 
many of thy wicked pranks) he had made thee bis secretaiy, 
he caught thee falsifying his epistles, and diove ihee away 
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from his Gigbt Sut I shall not inquire accurately into these 
fliMters of scandal against thee. Yet cannot I but wonder at 
tby impudence, when thou hast the assurance to say that thou 
hast better related these affairs [of the war] dian have all the 
others that have written about them, whilst thou didst not 
know what was done in €hililee; for thou wast then at Berytus 
with the king : nor didst thou know how much the Romans 
suffered at the siege df jotapata, or what miseries they brought 
upon «s ; nor oouldst thou learn by inquiry what I did du- 
ling that siege myself; for all those that might afford such 
information were quite destroyed in that siege. But perhaps 
thou wilt say^ thou bast written of what was done against the 
people of Jerusalem exactly. But how should that be ? for 
neither wast thou concerned in that war, nor hast thou read 
the commentaries oif Caesar ; of which we have evident proof, 
becaase thou bast contradicted those commentaries of Caesar 
in thy history. But if thou art so hardy as to affirm that 
thou liast written that history better than all the rest, why 
didst thou not publish thy history while the emperors Vespa- 
sian and Titus, the eenerals in that war, as well as king 
Agrippa and his family, who were men very well skilled in 
the learning of the Greeks, were all alive ? for thou hast had 
it written these twenty years ; and then migbtst thou have 
bad the testhnony of thy accuracy. Bat now, wjien these 
men are no longer with us, and tliou thinkest thou canst not 
be contradicted, thou venturest to publish it. But then I was 
not in like manner afraid of my own writing, but I offered 
ray books to the ienpenirs themselves, when the facts were 
almost under men^s eyas ; for I was x:onscious to myself^ that 
I bad observed the tmth of the facts ; «ind as I expected to 
have dieir Attestation to then, so I was not deceived in such 
expectation. Moreover, I immediately presented my history 
to many other persons, some of whidi were eoacerned in tKe 
war, as was king Agrippa and some of his kindred. Now 
the emperor Titus was so desirous that the knowledge of these 
dTairs should be taken from these books alone, that be sub- 
Bcctbed bis own jhaad to them, and ordered that th^ sbouid 
be published ; and for king Agrippa, he wrote me sixty-two 
letters, and attested to the truth of what I bad therein deli- 
vered ; two of which letters I have here sufajoiaed, and thou 
mayst thereby know their <x)ntents. '^ King Agrippa to 
Josepfaus, his dear friend, sendeth greeting. I have read 
over thy book with great pleasure, and it appears to me, that 
thoy hast done it much more accurately, and with greater care, 
tha;n fiave the other writers. Send me the rest of these books. 
Farewell, my dear friend.^-— *^ King Agrippa to Josephus, 
his dear friend, sendeth greeting. It seems by what thou hast 
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glory every day, and this to a great dqgree^ and had obtraajp 
the favour and esteeiD of the citizens in a signal mann^^fiJ' 
he was a great hoarder up of money ; he therefore ctiltivalEiP 
the friendship of Albinus» and of the high priest [JesosiJly^ 
making them presents; he had also servants who weff9?KJF 
wicked, who joined themselves to the bolde9t sort of tbepeOiF 
pie, and went to the threshing-floors, . and took away thij" 
tithes that belonged to the priests by violence, and did notn? P 
frain from beating such as would not give these tithea to theViP 
So the other high priest acted in the like manner, as did thowf 
his servants, without any one's being able to prohibit th^niP 
so that [some of the] priests, that of old were wont to. be* 
supported with those tithes, died for want of food. P 

3. But now the Sicarii went into the city by night, juit be- ji 
fore the festival, which was now at hand, and took the scnbii 
belonging to the governor of the temple, whose name wmk 
Eleazer^ who was the son of Ananus [Ananias] the hif^f 
priest, and bound him, and carried him away with them; amJ 
which they sent to Ananias, and said, that they would send | 
the scribe to him, if he would persuade Albinus to rekawj 
ten of those prisoners which he bad caught of their par^ ; 99 ■' 
Ananias was plainly forced to persuade Albinus, and gahi9d« 
his request of him. This was the beginning of greater Galir>- 
mities, for the robbers perpetually contrived to catch some oiS' 
Ananias^s servants, and when they had taken them aUve, thej! 
would not let them go, till they thereby recovered soiii^ of 
their own Sicarii. And as they were again become nf^wnall 
number, they grew bold, and were a great affliction to the 
whole country. 

4. About this time it was that king Agrippa built Cenurea 
Philippi larger than it was before, and in honour of Nero, 
named it Neronias. And when he bad built a theatre atBe> 
ry tus, with vast expenses, he bestowed on them shows, to be 
exhibited every year, and spent therein many ten thousand 
[drachmae ;] he also gave the people a largess of com, and 
distributed oil among them, and adorned the entire city inth i 
statues of his own donation, and with original images made f 
by ancient hands ; nay, he almost transferred i^ll that was |a 
most ornamental in his own kingdom thither. This made 

high priest a long time hefore his children were so ; he was the son of Sedi,sal' 
is set down first for high priest in the foregoing catalogue, under number §• 
He was made by Quirinus, and continued till Ismael, the 10th in niunber, 
for about twenty-three years ; which long duration of his higb-priesdiood, joiiMi 
to the succession of his son-in-law, and five children of his own, made him aioit 
of perpetual high priest, and was perhaps the occasion that former hig^ F^if^ 
kept their titles ever afterwards ; for I believe it is hardly met with bSfore him. 
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Una more than ordinarily hated by his subjects ; because he 
. took those things away that belonged to them, to adorn a 
jAirdgn city.: And now Jesus^ the son of Gamaliel, became 
ihe suoeessor of Jesus, the son of Damneus, in the high-priest- 
lioody which the king had taken from the other ; on which 
aoooant a sedition arose between the high priests, with regard 
to one another ; for they got together bodies of the boldest 
•ort of the pec^le, and frequenuy came from reproaches to 
Axowing of stones at each otuer. But Ananias was too hard 
tar the rest by his riches, which enabled him to gain those 
that were most ready to receive. Costobarus also, and Sau- 
lua, did themselves get together a multitude of wicked 
wretches, and this because they were of the royal family ; 
and so they obtained favour among them, because ot their km- 
dred to Agrippa; but still they used violence with the people 
and were very ready to plunder those that were weaker than 
slieinselve& And u'om that time it principally came to pass, 
lliat our city was greatly disordered, and that all things grew 
^iKxne and worse among us. 

M 6. But when Albinus beard that Gessius Florus was com- 
iw to succeed him, he was desirous to appear to do some- 
muMi that might be crateful to the people of Jerusalem ; so 
he brought out all those prisoners who seemed to him to be 
die most plainly worthy of death, and ordered them to be put 
to death accordingly. But as to those who had been put 
into prison on some trifling occasions, he took money of them 
and dismissed them ; by which means the prisons were indeed 
emptied, but the country was filled with robbers. 

o. Now as many of the Levites,* which is a tribe of ours, 
as were singers of hymns, persuaded the king to assemble a 
sanhedrim, and give to them leave to wear linen garments as 
well as the priests ; for they said, that this would be a work 
worthy the times of his government, that he might have a 
memorial of such a novelty, as being his doing. Nor did they 
fail of obtaining their desire ; for the king, with the suffrages 
of those that came into the sanhedrim, granted the singers of 
hymns this privilege, that they might lay aside their former 
garments, and wear such a linen one as they desired; and as 
a part of this tribe ministered in the temple, he also permitted 
them to learn those hymns as they had besought him for. 
Now all this was codtrary to the laws of our country, which, 

* This intoleat petition of some of the Levites, to wear the sacerdotal gar- 
ments when they sung hymns to God in the temple, was very probahly owing 
to the great depression and contempt the haughty high priests had now brought 
Ifaeiff brethren the priests into : of wliich see ch. riii. sect. 8, and ch. ix. sect. 2. 



Nvhenever they litad been transgressed, we have nerer been 
able to avoid the punishment of sUch transgressions. 

7. And now it was that the temple* was finished* So 
when the people saw that the workmen were anempk^redi ii 
who were above eighteen thousand, and that. they, leo^vinf ii 
no wages, were in want, because they had earned their breia a 
by their labours about the temple ; and while they were ua- a 
willing to keep by them the treasures that were there daafr> 
sited, out of fear of [their being carried away by] the ao> 
mans ; and while they had a regard to the maaing proviaot 
for the workmen, they had a mind to expend those treasum 
upon them ; for if any one of them did but labour for asioflk I 
hour^ he received his pay immediately ; so they persuawl I 
him to rebuild the eastern cloisters. These cloisters beUwg* i 
ed to the outer- court, and were situated in a deep valley, asd | 
had walls that reached four hundred cubits [in length,] and 1 
were built of square and very white stones, the length of each < 
of which stones was twenty cubits, and their height six cubita « 
This was the work of king Solomon,*!- who first of all built 
the entire temple. But king Agrippa, who had the care of 
the temple committed to him by Cliiudius Csesar, considering 
that it is easy to demolish any buildinff, but hard to buiM it 
up again, and that it was particularly nard to do it to these 
cloisters, which would require a considerable time, and mat 
sums of money, he deniecf the petitioners their request MXMit 
that matter; but he did not obstruct them when they desired 
the city might be paved with white stone. He also deprived 
Jesus, the son of Gamaliel, of the high-priesthood, and save 
it to Matthias, the son of Theophilus, under whom the ^ws^ 
war with the llomans took its beginning. 



CHAP. X. 

An Enumeration of the High PriesU. 

§ I. And now Iv think it proper, and agreeable to this his- 
tory, to give an account otour high priests; how they bq;ao, 
and who those are which are capable of that dignity, and 
how many of them there had been at the end of the war. 
In }he first place, therefore, history infqrms us, that Aaron, 

* Of this finishing, not of the N«t;(, or ?toly phce^ but of the ii^y, or oontta 
about it, called m general the temple, see the note on B. xvii. eh. z. aict. 2, 
Tol. iii. 

t Of these cloisters of Solomon, see the description of the tempi** di. 
xiii. They seem, by Josephus^s words, to have been built twm t^ bottom 
of the valley. 
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the brother of MioMs, officiated to God as a high priest^ and 
that after his death his sons succeeded him immediately ; and 
ihat this dignity bath been continued down from them to all 
tbeir posterity. Whence it is the custom of our cou ntry , that 
DO one should take the high-priesthood of God« but he who 
is of the Uood of Aaron, while every one that is of another 
slodc, though he were a king, can never obtain that high- 
priesthood. Accordingly, the number of all the high priests 
fiom Aaron, of whom we have spoken already, as of the 
first of them, until Phanas, who was made high priest during 
tiie war .by the seditious, was eighty-three ; of whom thirteen 
officiated as high priests in the wilderness, from the days of 
Moses, while the tabernacle was standing, until the people 
came into Judea, when king Solomon erected the temple to 
God : for at the first they held the high-priesthood till the 
end of their life, althouffh afterward they had successors 
while they were alive. Now these thirteen, who were the 
descendants of two of the sons of Aaron, received this dig- 
nitj by succession,' one after another; for their form of 
government was an aristocracy, and after that a monarchy, 
sod in the third place the government was regal. Now the 
number of years during the rule of the^e thirteen, from the 
day when our fathers departed out of Egypt, under Moses 
their loader, until the building of that temple which king 
Solomon erected at Jerusalem, were six hundred and twelve. 
Afiter those thirteen high priests, eighteen took the high- 
priesthood at Jerusalem, one in succession to another, from 
the days of kkig Solomon, until Nebuchadnezzar king* of 
Babyfen, made an expedition against that city, and burnt the 
temple, and removed our nation into Babylon, and then took 
Josadek the high priest captive; the times of these high 
priests were four hundred sixty-six years six months and ten 
days, while the Jews were still under the regal government. 
But after the term of the seventy years^ captivity under the 
Babylonians, Cyrus king* of Persia sent the Jews from Ba- 
bylon to their own land again, and gave them leave to rebuild 
their temple ; at which time Jesus, the son of Josadek, took 
the high priesthood over the captives when they were return- 
ed home. Now he and his posterity, who were in all fifteen, 
until king Antiochus Eupator, were under a democratical 
government for four hundred and fourteen years; and then 
the fore-mentioned Antiochus, and Lysins the general of his 
army, deprived Onias, who was also named Menelaus, of the 
high^priesthood, and slew him at Berea, and, driving away 
the son [of Onias the third], put Jacimus into the place of 
the high priest, one that was indeed of the stock of Aaron, 
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but not of the family of Onias* On which aooount Oiiia% 
who was the nephew of Onias that was dead^ and bore the 
same name with his father, came into Egypt, and got into die 
friendship of Ptolemy PhUometor, and df Cleopatra his wifi^ 
and persuaded them to make him the high priest of the tem- 
ple which he built to Grod in the prefecture of HeliopoGi^ 
and this in imitation of that at Jerusalem ; but as for that 
temple which was built in E^pt, we have spoken of it fie- 
quently already. Now when Jacimus had retained the prieit- 
hood three years, he (li€;d,and there was no one that succeed- 
ed him, but the city continued seven years without a faidi 
Eriest ; but then the posterity of the sons of Asamoneua, woo 
ad the government of the nation conferred upon them, when 
they had beaten the Macedonians in war, appcnnted Jonathaa 
to be their hiffh priest, who ruled over them seven years. And 
when he haabeen slain by the treacherous Contrivance of 
Trypho, as we have related somewhere, Simon his brother 
tooK the high-priesthood ; and when he was destroyed at a 
feast by the treachery of his son-iu-law, his own son^ whoie 
name was Hyrcanus, succeeded him, after he had held the 
high-priesthood one year longer than his brother. This Hyr- 
canus enjoyed that dignity thirty years, and died an old man, 
leaving the succession to Judas, who wasalso called Aristo- 
bulus, whose brother Alexander was his heir ; which Judas 
died of a sore distemper, after he had kept the priesthood, 
together with the royal authority ; for this Judas was thefint 
that put on his head a diadem for one year* And when Akz- 
ancler had been both king and high pnest twenty-seven yean, 
he departed this life, and permitted his wife Alexandra to 
appoint him that should be high priest; so she gave the hk^ 
priesthood to Hyrcanus, but retuned the kingdom herself nine 
years, and then departed this life. The like duration [and no 
longer] did her son Hyrcanus enjoy thehigh-priesthood ; for 
after her death his brother Aristobulus fought against him, 
and beat him, and deprived him of-his principality ; and he 
did himself both reign, and perform the office of high priest 
to God. But when he had reigned three years and as many 
months, Pompey came upon him, and not only took the city 
of Jerusalem oy force, but put him and his children in bonds 
and sent them to Rome. He also restored the higb-priest- 
liood to Hyrcanus, and made him governor of the natioo, 
but forbade him to wear a diadem. This Hyrcanus ruled, 
l^esides his first nine years, twenty-four years more, when 
Barzapharnes and Pacorus, the generals of the Parthians 
passed over Euphrates, and fought with Hyrcanus, and took 
him alive, and made Antigonus, the son of Aristobulus, king. 
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and -when be had rrigned three years aod three montba, So- 
Bius and Herod beseiged bim^ and took bim, when Antony 
bad him brought to Antiocbi and slain there. H^rod was 
theo made king by the Romans* but did no longer appoint 
high priests out of the family of Asamoneus ; but made cer- 
taiQ men to be so that were of no eminent families, but barely 
of those that were priests, excepting that be once gave that 
dignity to Aristobulus ; for when he had made this Aristo- 
bulus, the grandson of that Hyrcanus who was taken by the 
FarthianSy and had taken his sister Mariamne to wife, he 
thereby aimed to gain the good-will of the people, who had 
i| kind remembrance of Hyrcanus [his grandfather.] Yet 
did he afterward, out of his fear lest they should all bend 
their inclinations to Aristobulus, put him to death, and that 
by contriving how to have him suffocated, as he was swim- 
ming at Jericho, as we have already related that matter; but 
after this man, be never intrusted the high-priesthood to the 
posterity of the sons of Asamoneus. Arcbelaus also, He- 
rod^s son, did like his father in the appointment of the high 
priests, as did the Romans also, who took the government 
over the Jews into their hands afterward. Accordingly the 
number of the high priests, from. the days of Herod until the 
day when Titus took the temple, and the city, and burned 
diem, were in all twenty*eight ; the time also that belonged 
to them was a hundred and seven years. Some of these were 
the political governors of the people under the reign of He- 
fodt and under the reign pf Arcbelaus his son, although after 
their death the government became an aristocracy, and the 
hig^ priests were intrusted with a dominion over the nation. 
And thus much may suffice to be said concerning our high 
priests. 



CHAP. XL 



1 

Concerning Floru9 the procurator ^ who necessitated the Jews to 
take up arms against the Romans. The conclusion. 

Q 1. Now Gessius Florus, who was sent as successor to Al- 
binus by Nero, filled Judea with abundance of miseries. He 
was by birth of the city Clazomenae, and brought along with 
him his wife Cleopatra (by whose friendship with Poppea, 
Nero^s wife, he obtained this government,) who was no way 
different from him in wickedness. This Florus was so wick- 
ed, and so violent in the use of his authority, that the Jews 
took Albinus to have been [comparatively] their benefactor ; 
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so excessiTe were the roischiefs that be brought upon tbem. 
For Albinus concealed his wickedness, and was careful that 
it might not be discovered to ail men ; but Gessins Florus, as | 
though he had been sent on purpose to show his crimes to 
eveiy body, made a pompous ostentation of them to our na- 
tion ^ as never omitting any sort of violence, nor any unjust 
sort of punishment; for he was not to be moved by pity^and 
never was satisfied with any degree of gain that came in his 
way ; nor had he any more regard to great than to small ac- 
quisitions, but became a partner with the robbers themselves. 
For a great many fell then into that practice without fear, as 
having him for their security, and depending on him, that he 
would save them harmless m their particular robberies ; so 
that there were no bounds set to the nation^s miseries; but* 
the unhappy Jews, when tliey were not able to bear the de- 
vastations which the robbers made among them, were all un- 
der a necessity of leaving their own habitations, and of flying 
away, as hoping to dwell more easily any where else in the 
world among foreigners [than in their own country.] And 
wliat need I say any more upon this head ? Since it was this 
Florus who necessitated us to take up arms against the Ro- 
mans, while we thought it better to be destroyed at onoe» than 
by little and little. Now this war began in the second year 
of the'government of Florus, and the twelfth year of the reign 
of Nero. But then what actions we were forced to do, or 
what miseries we were enabled to suffer, may be accurately 
known by such as will peruse those books which I have writ^ 
ten about the Jewish war. 

2. I shall nowy therefore, make an end here of my Anti- 
quities ; after the conclusion of which events, I b^gan to 
write that account of the war; and these Antiquities contain 
what hath been delivered down to us from the original crea- 
tion of man, until the twelfth year of the reign of Nero, as to 
what hath befallen us Jews, as well in Egypt as in Syria, and 
in Palestine, and what we have suffered from the Assyrians 
and Babylonians, and what afflictions the Persians and Mace- 
donians, and after them the Romans, have brought upon us; 
for I think I may say that I have composed this history with 
sufficient accuracy in all things. I have attempted to enu- 
merate those high priests that we have had during the inter- 
val of two thousand years; I have also carried down the suc- 
cession of our kings, and related their actions, and poliucal 
administration, without [considerable] errors, as also the 
power of our roonarchs ; and all according to what is written 
in our sacred books ; for this it was that I promised to do in 
the beginning of this history. And I am so bold as to say. 
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noir I have so completely perfected the work I propofied to . 

myaelf to do, that no other person, whether b« were a Jew 

or a foreigner, had he ever so great an Jnclioation to it, could 

so aocurately deiiyer these accounts to the Greeks as is done 

in these bocucs. For those of my own nation freely acknoiw 

ledge, that I far exceed them in the learning belouging to 

Jews ; I have also taken a great deal of pains to obtain the 

leaminff of the Greeks, andunderstand tlie elements of the 

Greek mnguage, although I have so long accustomed myself 

to speak our own tongue, that I cannot [H*onounce Greek 

with sufficient exactness ; for our nation does not encourage 

those that learn the languages of many nations, and so adorn 

their discourses with the smoothness of their periods ; because 

they look upon this sort of accomplishment as common, not 

only to all sorts of freemen, but to as many of the servants 

as please to learn them. But they give him the testimony of 

being a wise man, who is fully acquainted with our laws, and 

is able to interpret their meaning ; on which account,.as there 

have been many who have done their endeavours with great 

patience to obtain this learning, there have yet hardly been 

so many as two or three that have succeeded therein, who 

were immediately well rewarded for their pains. 

And now it will not be perhaps an invidious thing, if I 
treat briefly of my.own family, and of the actions of my own 
life, while there are still living such as can either prove what 
I say to be false, or can attest that it is true; with which ac- 
counts I shall put an end to these Antiquities, which are con- 
tained in twenty books, and sixty thousand verses. And if 
God* permit me, I will briefly run over this war again, with 

* What Josepbus here declares hit intention to do, if God permittei — to give 
the pablic again an aMdgement of the Jewish War, and to add what befel them 
Jkrther to i^t very day^ Uie 13th of Domitian, or A. D. 93. is not, that I have 
observed, taken distinct notice of by any ; nor do we ever hear of it elsewhere, 
whether he performed- what he now intended or not. Some of the reasons of 
this design of his might possibly be his observation of the many errors he had 
been guBty of in the two firH of those seven books of the War, whidi were 
written when he was comparatively young, and les^ acquainted with the Jewish 
Antiquities than he now was, and in whidi abridgement*we might have hoped 
to find those many passages which himself, as well as those several passages 
which others refer to, as written by him, but which stt not extant in bis 
present works. However, since many of his own references to what he had 
written elsewhere, as well as most of his own errors, belong to such early times 
ai could not well come into this abridgement of the Jewish war ; and since none 
of those that quote thmgs not now extant in his works, including himself as well 
as others, ever dte any such abridgement, 1 am forced rather to suppose ^hat he 
never did publish any such work at all, I mean as distinct from his own Life, 
written by himself, for an appendix to these Antiquities, and this at least above 
seven years after these Antiquities were finished. Nor indeed does it appear 
to me Uiat Josephus ever publuhed that other work here mentioned, as intend- 
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w bat befel us therein to this vei^ day, which is the 
year of the reigo of Cassar Domitiati, and the fifty-sixth year 
of my own life. I have also an intention to write three books 
concerning our Jewish opinions about Grod and his essence^ 
and about our laws ; why* according to them, some things 
are permitted us to do^ and others are prohibited. 

ed hf him for the publie ilwi— I mean the thiee or lour booki eoBoemiiig GW 
and hi* eumce^ and ooncerniiig the Jewish Utme ; wh^^ aeoordimg to them^ $om 
thimgt were permitted the Jewtj and others prohXbiUd; whidi last seems to be 
the same vork which Josephos had also promised, if God permitted^ at the coo. 
dnsioa of his prefiKO to thoK AntiquitieB ; nor do I suppose Aat he ever pub- 
lished any of them. The death ofaU his friends at conn, Veipasiaii, Titii«,aBd 
Domitian, and the eoming of those he had no arqnaintance with to the cnwn, 
I mean Nerra and Trajan, together with his remofal from Rome to Jades, with 
what fallowed it, might easily intemipt sodi his iateotions, and prevent his pnh* 
licatioo of thoae works. 



THE 



LIFE 



OF 

FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS, 



§ 1- X HE family from which I am derived is not an igno- 
ble one, but hath descended all along from the priests ; and 
as nobility among several people is of a different origin^ so, 
with us, to be of the sacerdotal dignity is an indication of the 
qplendour of a family. Now, I am not only sprung from a 
sacerdotal family in general^'-but from the first of the twenty «» 
four courses ;* and as among us there is not only a consider- 
able difference between one family of each course and ano- 
ther, I am of the chief family of that first course also ; nay^ 
farther, by my mother I am of the royal blood; for the chil- 
dren of Asamoneus, from whom that ramily was derived, had 
both the ofBce of the high-priesthood, and the dignity of a 
king, for a long time together. I will accordingly set down 
my progenitors in order. My grandfather'^s father was nam- 
ea Simon, with the addition of rsellus : he lived at the same 
time with that son of Simon the high priest, who first of all 
the high priests was named Hyrcanus. This Simoto Psellus 
bad nine sons, one of which was Matthias, called Ephlias; he 
married the daughter of Jonathan the high priest, which Jo- 
nathan was the first of the sons of Asamoneus, who was high 
priest, and was the brother of Simon the high priest also. 

* We may hence ooirect the enor of the Latin copy of the second botUfi 
against Apion, sect. 7) 8. voL iy. (for the Greek is there lost), which says, there 
were then only four tribes or courses of the priests, instead of twenty-fbur. N6r 
is this testimony to be dinegaided, as if Josqphus there oontradioted what he 
had affirmed here ; because eyen tl^e account there giyen, better agrees to twenty^ 
four than to four courses ; while he says, that each of those courses contained 
above 6000 men, which, multiplied by only four, will make not many more than 
20,000 priesto ; whereas the number 120,000, as multiplied by twenty-four, 
teems much the most probable, they being about one-tenth of the whole people, 
eyen after the o^tiyity. See Ezra it 30—39. Ndiem. yii. 39 — 42. 1 Eed. y. 
24, 26. with Ezra iL 64. Nehem. yiL 66. 1 Esd. y. 41. Nor will this common 
residing or notion of but four courses of priests agree with Josephus's own farther 
assertion elsewhere, Antiq. B. yii ch^ xiv. sect %. yoL L that Dayid's partition 
of the priests into twenty-four coursft had coptinued to that day. 
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This Matthias had a sod called Matthias Curtus, and that in 
the first year of the government of Hyrcanus; his son^s name 
was Joseph, born in the ninth year of the reign of Alexandra: 
his son Matthias was born in the tenth year of the reign of 
Archelaus : as was I born to Matthias on the first year of 
the reign of Caius Caesar. I have three sons; Hyrcanus the 
eldest was born on the fourth year of the reign of Veapadan, 
as was Justus born on the seventh, and Agrippaon the ninth. 
Thus have I set down the genealogy of my family as I have 
found it described in the public records,* and so bid adieu to 
those who calumniate me [as of a lower original.] 

2. Now my father Matthias was not only eminent on ac- 
count of his nobility, but had a higher commendation on ac- 
count of his righteousness, and was in great reputation in Je- 
rusalem, the greatest city we have. I was myself brought up 
with my brother^ whose name was Matthias, for he was my 
own brother, by both father and mother; and I made mighty 
proficiency in tne improvements of my learning, and appear- 
ed to have both a great memory and understanding. More- 
over," when I was a child^ and about fourteen years of age, 
I was commended by all for the love I had to learning ; oo 
which account, the high priests and principal men of the city 
came then frequently to me together, in order to know my 
opinion about the accurate understanding of points of the law. 
And when I was about sixteen } ears old,! had a mind to make 
trial of the several sects that were among us. These sects are 
three ; the first is that of the Pharisees, the second that of 
the Sadducees, and the third that of the Essens, as we have 
frequently told you; for I thought that by this means I might 
choose the best, if I were once acquainted with them all: so I 
contented myself with hard fare, and underwent great dif- 
ficulties, and went through them all f Nor did I oonteat 
myself with these trials only, but when I was informed that 
one, whose name was Banus, lived in the desert, and used no 
other clothing than grew upon trees, and bad no other foo4 
than what grew of its own accord, and bathed himself in cold 
water frequently, both by night and by day, in order to pre- 
serve his chastity, I imitated him in those things, and con- 
tinued with him three years.-f So when I had accomplished 



* An eminent example of the care of the Jews about their genealogies, 
ciallj as to the priests. See Contr. Ap. B. L ch. viL 

t When Josephus here says, that from sixteen to nineteen, or for thne 
years, he made trial of the three Jewish sects, the Pharisees, the Saddueees, 
and the Essens, and yet says presently, in all oar copies, tinft he stayed be- 
sides with one particular ascetic, called Banu* w^' airm, wIlA iUm, and tirii 
still before he was nineteen, there is little room left for his trial of the dnee 
other sects. I suppose, therefore, that for irs^' avtai, with him^ the old read- 
iog might be r«^* mlvts^ with tliem ; which is a vtry small emendatioii, and 
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my desires, I returned back to the city, being now nineteen 
years old, and began to conduct myself according to the rules 
of the sect of the Pharisees, which is of kin to the sect of the 
Stoics, as the Greeks call them. 

3. But^ when I was in the twenty-sixth year of my age, it 
happened that I took a voyage to Rome, and this on the oc- 
casion which I shall now describe. At the time when Felix 
was procurator of Judea, there were certain priests of my ac- 
quuntance, and very excellent persons they were, whom, on 
a small and trifling occasion, he had put into bonds, and sent 
to Rome to plead their cause before Caesar. These I was 
deurous to procure deliverance for, and that especially be- 
cause I was informed that they were not unmindful of piety 
towards Grod even under their afflictions, but supported 
themselves with figs and nuts.* Accordingly I came to 
Borne, though it were through a great number of hazards, by 
sea ; for, as our ship was drowned in the Adriatic sea, we that 
rare in it, being about six hundred in number,-]- swam for 
oar lives all the night ; when, upon the first appearance of 
the day, and upon our sight of a ship of Gyrene, I and some 
others, eighty in all, by God^s providence prevented the rest, 
tod were taken up into the other ship. And when I had 
thus escaped, and was come to Dicearchia, which the Itali- 
ans call Puteoli, I became acquainted with Aliturius, an ac- 
tor of plays, and much beloved by Nero, but a Jew by birth ; 
and through his interest became known to Poppea, Csssar^s 
wife* and took care as soon as possible to entreat her to pro- 
cure that the priests might be set at liberty. And when, 
besides this favour, I bad obtidned many presents from Pop- 
pea, I returned home again. . 

4u And now I perceived innovations were already b^un, 
and that there were a great many very much elevated in hopes 
of a revolt from the Romans. I therefore endeavoured to 
put a stop to these tumultuous persons, and persuaded them 

takes away the difficulty before us. Nor ie Dr Hudson*! conjecture, hinted at 
by Mr Hall, in his preface to the Doctor^s edition of Josepbus, at all improba- 
Ide, that this Banus, by this his description, might well be a follower of John 
die Baptist, and that from him Josepbus might easily imbibe such notions as 
afterward prepared him to have a favourable opinion of Jefus Christ himself, who 
was attested to by John the Baptist. 

* We may note here, that religious men amongr the Jews, or at leasts those 
that were priests, were sometimes ascetics also, ana like Daniel and his compa- 
nions in Babylon, Dan. L 8 — 16. ate no flesh, hnt JIgt andnutsy Sic only. This 
was like the austere diet of the Christian ascetics in Passion week. Constitut. 
V. 18. 

•f* It bath been thought the number of Paul and his companions on ship-board. 
Acta zzvii 38. which are two hundred and seventy-six in our copies, are too 
many ; whereas we find here that Josepbus and his companions, a very few 
years after the other, were about six hundred. 

VOL. III. O 
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to change thor minck; and laid before thdr ejea 
whom it was that they were gmng to fight, and toU 
that they were inferior to the Bomans, not only in n 
skill, but also in good fortune ; and desired them not tmMff 
and after the most foolish manner, to bring on the daiiHHI 
of the most terrible mischiefs upon thdr oonntr^, upon mM 
famiHpgj and upon themselves. And this I said with Tdm 
ment exhortations, because I foresaw that the end of aodfi 
war would be most unfortunate to us. But I could nolpqpl 
suade them ; for the madness of desperate men was qintetai 
hard for me. * 

& I was then afrud, lest by inculcating these things st 
often, I should incur thor hatred and their suspicions, as if 
I were of our enemies^ party, and should run into the dangai 
of being sdzed by them and slain, rince they were dnMh 
possessed of Antonia, which was the dtadel; so I retml 
mto the inner court ci the temple. Yet did I go out of di 
temple again, after Manahem and the principai of the iaill 
of robbers were put to death, when I abode among the li^ 
priests and the chief of the Pharisees. But no small M 
seized upon us when we saw the people in arms, whye 1N 
ourselves knew not what we should do, and were not aUe H 
restrain the seditious. Howerer, as the danger was direedt 
upon us, we pretended that we were of the same optnioii wiM 
them, but only advised them to be quiet forthe present, aal 
to let the enemy go away, still hoping that Oessius [MonrfP 
w«mld not be looff ere he came, and that with great bnm 
and so put an end to these seditious proceedings. 

(S. But upon his oominc; and fighting, he was beaten, am 
a great many of those that were with him fell. And ftb 
disgrace which Gesrius [with Cestius] received, became flj 
cawnity of our whole nation ; for those that were fimd » 
the war were so fiur elevated with this success, that they ha 
hopes of finally conquering the Bomans. . Of wfaiqh war an 
other occasion was ministered, which was this .- Thoae the 
dwelt in the naghbouring dties of Syria srized upon sma 
Jews as dwelt among them, with their wives and child; 
and slew them, when they bad not the least oocaoon of c 
plaint against them ; for they did neither attempt any mm 
vation or revolt from the Bomans, nor had they given 
marks of hatred or treacherous designs towards the Syi 
But what was done by the inhabitants of Sc^hopoKa was 
most impious and most highly criminal of alf ;* ror, when .^ 
Jews their enemies, cameupon them firom without, thej £ 
the Jews that were among them to bear arms against 

* See Of the War, B. ii. di. ZTffi. sect 8. 
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themselves to.tfaeirarsifi, as being hiHOiself desirous of inno- 
vations, and haying hopes of obtaining the govenuneat of 
Gralilee, as well <as of his own country [Tibctrias] also. Yet 
did he not .obitain wihat be hoped for ; because the €nalileaiiB 
bore iU-WiLU to those of Tiberias^ and thie 4xx acoount of their 
ai^r at what misveries rtbey liad suiflfered fitom them before 
the war; thence it was, that they would not «ndure that J41&- 
tus sbould be their governor. I myself also, who had been 
entrusted by the oomnHioity at Jerusalem with the govern- 
ment of Galilee, did frequently eorae to that degree of rage 
at Justus, that I had almost i!esQlv:ed to kill hita, as notable 
to bear his mischievous disposition. He was therefore much 
afraid of nxe. Jest at length my passion should ccnne to extre- 
mity ; so he went to the king, sa supposing that. he would 
dwell better, and more safely with him. 

71. Now when the people of Sepphoris had, in so surpris- 
jDg a manner, -escaped their first danger, they sent toCestius 
Gallus, and desired iiim to oome to them immediately, and 
take possession j6[ their c»ty« or else to send forces suffident 
to jcepice^ all diere enemies* incursions upon them ; and aC 
the last they did prevail with Gallus to jsend them a consider- 
able army, both of horse and loot, which came in the mght* 
4ime, and which they admitted into the city. But when the 
country round about it was harassed by the Roman army, I 
took those soldiero that wene about me, and came to Garisme ; 
there I cast up a book, a :gQod way off the city Seppboris; 
aiid when I was at twenty furlongs distance, I came upon it 
by night, and made an assault upon its walls with my foroes ; 
and when JL had prdered a conmderable number c^ my soldiers 
to scale them with ladders, I became master of thei greatest 
part of the city. But soon aft^r, inir unaoquaintedoess with 
the places foro^ iis to retire^ :after we had killed twelve of 
the Boman fooimen^ and two horsemen, and a few of the 
people of Seppboris, "with !the Joss of only a angle man of 
our own. And when it aiftarward came to a batde 3a the 
plain .against the ,hor8amen» and we had undergone the dan* 
gers of it courag^u^y for a ilong time, we were beaten ; for 
uppp the Romany i^pompassing me about, my soldiers were 
a&iud, and jli^d back. There ml in that ihattle one of ithose 
that hful been intrus|:ad to guard my body, his name was «/ua» 
tu8^ who at this time had the same post with the king. At 
the same time also, there came forces, both horsemen and 
footmen, from the king, aod Sylla tbeir commander^ who 
was )jie (^tain of this guard ; lids ^Ua pitched his camp 
at five furlongs distance from Julias, and set a guard upon 
the roads, bo^ that whioh led to Cana, and that which led 
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composed of men of worth and gravity ; of these Julius (!••. 
pellus was the head. Now he, as well all his companioBi, 
Herod the son of Miarus, and Herod the son of Gamahi^ 
and Compsus the son of Compsus (for as to Compsiul^s falD- 
ther Crispus, who had once been governor of the city cnJer 
the great king* [Agrippa,] he was beyond Jordan in Ui 
own possessions ;) all these persons beforenamed gave thai 
advice, that the city should then continue in their allegiiOBi 
to the Romans and to the king. But Pistus, who was gaSi 
ed by his son Justus, did not acquiesce in that resolutian; 
otherwise he was himself naturally of a good and virtnoii 
character. But the second faction was composed of the hmmI 
ignoble persons, and was determined for war. But as fii 
Justus, the son of Pistus, who was the head of the third fito 
tion, although he pretended to be doubtful about goins t 
war, yet was he really desirous of innovation, as suppooii 
that be should gain power to himself by the change of flffioH 
He therefore came into the midst of them, and endeaToim 
to inform the multitude, that ^^ the city of Tiberias bad flvi 
been a city of Galilee, and that in the days of Herod theil| 
trarch, who had built it, it had obtained the principal pha 
and that he had ordered that the city Sepphoris should I 
subordinate to the city Tiberias ; that they had not lost Ai 
pre-eminence even under Agrippa the father^but had letflUN 
It until Felix was procurator of Judea. But he told thcta 
that now they had been so unfortunate as to be made a pii 
sent by Nero to Agrippa junior ; and that, upon Seppfaoiif 
submission of itself to the Romans, that was become tf 
capital city of Galilee, and that the royal treasury and tl 
archives were now removed from them.^ When he^ki 
spoken these things, and a great many more, against 'Ui 
Agrippa, in order to provoke the people to a revoltyi' 
added, that *< this was the time for them to take armsy m 
join with the Galileans as their confederates (whom tU 
might command, and who would now willingly assist thm 
out of the hatred they bare to the people of SepphonB^ 
cause they preserved their fidelity to the Romans,) an3 
gather a great number of forces in order to punish thes 
And, as he said this, he exhorted the multitude [to go j 
war ;] for his abilities lay in making harangues to the pnfiis 
and in being too hard m his speeches for such as o]qpQied 
him, though they advised what was more to their advantige^ 
and this by his craftiness and his fallacies; for he was not 
unskilful in the learning of the Greeks, and in dependeneea 
that skill it was, that he undertook to write a history of then 

* That tins Heiod Agrippa, the father, was of old called a Greai Xk^^ i 
liegra^ appears bj hb coins still remaining, to whidi Haveicanip reftit nsi 
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affidrsy as aiming by this way of haranguing to disguise the 
^uth. But as to this man, and how ill were his character 
wd conduct of life, and how he and his brother were, in 

Eat measure, the authors of our destruction, I shall give 
reader an account in the' progress of my narration. So 
vhen Justus had, by his persuasions, prevailed with the citi- 
Wfsaa of Tiberias to take arms ; nay, and had forced a great 
vumy 80 to do against their wills, he went out, and set the 
vUlages that belonged to Gadara and Hippos on fire ; which 
Ullages were situated on the borders of Tiberias and of the 
legion of Scythopolis. 

t 10. And this was the state Tiberias was now in. But as 
frr Gischala, its affairs were thus : When John, the son of 
Levi, saw some of the citizens much elevated upon their 
,X9volt from the Romans, he laboured to restrain tnem, and 
Atieated them, that they would keep their allegiance to 
Ae^i. But he could not gain his purpose, although he did 
IJbii endeavours to the utmost ; for the neighbouring -people 
rof Gadara, and Gabara, and Sogana, with the Tyrians, got 
Jp^ether a great army, and fell upon Gischala, and took 
iBwdhala by ibrce, and set it on fire ; and when they had 
'irely demolished it, they returned home. Upon which 
in was so enraged, that he armed all his men, and joined 
kle with the people forementioned, and rebuilt Gischala 
jiAtt a manner better than before, and fortified it with walls 
S* iU future security. 

-^U.But Gamala persevered in its allegiance to the Romans, 

"m the reason following : Philip, the son of Jacimus, who 

^> their governor under king Agrippa, had been unexpect- 

|ff y p reserved when the royal palace at Jerusalem had been 

ll^JpSed; but, as he fled away, had fallen into another danger, 

^ ^at was of being killed by Manahem, and the robbers 

?^^ere with him ; but certain Babylonians, who were of 

^ l^^^dred, and were then in Jerusalem, hindered the rob- 

inTirom executing their design. So Philip staid there four 

^y^ and fled away on the fifth, having disguised himself with 

wUous hair, that he might not be discovered ; and when be 

Iras Come to one of the villages to him belonging, but one 

that l^as situated at the borders of the citadel of Gamala, he 

I i^t to some of those that were under him, and commanded 

tliem to conie to him. But God himself hindered that his 

jyiteation, and this for his own advantage also ; for had it not 

10 bappeneda he had certainly perished. For, a fever having 

leised upon him immediately, he wrote to Agrippa and Bere- 

]ii0e, and gave them to one of his freed men to carry them to 

Varus, who at this time was procurator of the kingdom, which 

ibe king and bis sister had entrusted him withal, while they 



1^ THE LIFE OF FLAVIUS JOSEPHUSw ^ 

were gone to Berytus with an intention of meeting GessiiK, j^ 
When Varus had received these letters of Phflipi, and had a 
learned that he was preserted, he was very uneasy at it,- is 1 
sappoung that he should appear useless to the kins' mnI hii 
sister^ now Philip was come. He therefore prodootd dwi 
oarrier of the letters before the multitude, ana aoccnad Mm 
of forging the same; and said that be spahe falsely, whtflr hi 
related timt Philip was at Jerusalem fighting among the Jews 
agaiast the Romans. So be slew him. And when tbk ftttA 
man of Philip did not return again, Philip was doubtful whrt 
should be the occasion of his stay, and sent a second niMM 
senger with letters, that he might, upon bis return, iDfotm ' 
him what had befallen the other that had been sei^ beAfC^ 
and why be tarried so long. Vchtos aocused this memeti^ 
aisD, when be came, of telling a falsehood, and slew lunL 
For be was puffed up by the Syrians that were at Cesarai^ 
and bad great expectations; for they said, that Agtifp^ 
wtfpuld be slain by tne Romans for the crimes wbieh the Jeim 
bad committed, and that he should himself take the gofm* • 
ment, as derived from their kings; for Varus was, hjrti» i 
confession of all, of the royal family, as bmng a desoeMMt f 
of Sobemus, who had enjoyed a tetrarchy about Libaavs; 
for whidi reason it was that he was puffed up^ and kept the 
letters to bimself. He contrived ako that the king sboaM 
not meet with those writings, by guarding all the passdS^lM 
any one should escape and inform the king what had hem |l 
'done. He moreover slew many of the Jews^ ift ordav togn- i 
tify the Syrians of Cesareaw He had a mind also to joitt witk 
tba Trachonites in Batanea, and to take up arms and liahe 
an assault upo» the Babylonian Jews that were at£cbatlUW; 
for that was the name thej went by; He therefei^ OiiMji 
Yam twelve of the Jews of Cesarea, of the best dMwadbi^ 
and ordered them to go to Ecbatana, and inlbFm their eMa* 
trymen who dwtlt there, that Varus bath heard, that ** J0§ i 
intend to march against (he king ; bat, not believkig' tiwi ! 
report, he hath sent us to persuade you to ky down year 
arms, and that this com{rfiaBce will be a sign, that he M 
well not to give credit to those that raised the report cob- 
cerning you.*^ He also enjoined them to send seventy of 
their principal men to make a defence for them as lo the 
accusation laid against them. So when- the twelve mesKD- 
gers came to their countrymen at Ecbatana, and found that 
Uiey had no designs of innovation at all, they persuaded' them 
to send the seventy men also, who, not at all suspecting what 
would come, sent them accordingly. So these seventy* went 
down to Cessrea, together with the twelve* wnbaasadms, 

* The Amous Jewish numben o£ l^dve «d& w:^«Dlb9 ue here rciiMiThilila 
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icre Varus met them with the king^s forces, and slew them 
^twether with the (twelve) ambaasadorst and made an 
pediUoD against the Jews of Ecbatana. But one there was 

the lerenty who escaped^ and made haste to inform the 
ws of their coming ; upon which they took their arms, witb 
nr wives and chiidrai, and retired to the citadel of Gramalay 
mag their own Tilli^;es full of all sorts of good things, and 
ving many ten thousands of cattle therein. When Philip 
i ii^ormed of these things^ be also came to the citadel of 
toab ; and, when he was come, the multitude cried akxid, 
i desired him to resume the government, and to make an 
pedition against Varus, and the Syrians of Cesarea ; for it 
M reported that they had slain the king. But PbUip re^ 
ained their zealf and put them in mind of the benefits the 
^g had bestowed upon them ; and told them how powerful 
I Bomans were, and sud it was not for their advantage to 
ike war with them ; and at length he prevailed with them. 
It now, when the king was acquainted with Varus^s design, 
iwh was to cut aS the Jews of Cesarea, being many ten 
Mnands, with their wives and children, and all in one day^ 

called to him Equiculus Modins, and sent him to oe 
•use's successor, as we have elsewhere related. But still 
ittp kept possession of the citadel of Gamala, and of the 
mtry adjoining to it, which thereby continued in their aile* 
Inee to the Bomana. 

M. Now as soon as I was come into Gralilee, and had 
aned this state of things by the information of such as told 
i' of them, I wrote to the sanhedrim at Jerusalem about 
mtf and required their direction what I should da Thdr 
lection was, that I should continue there, and that, if my 
low kffates were willing, I should join with them in the 
M of Galilee. But those my fellow legates, having gotten 
sat riches from those tithes, which as priests were their 
lesy and were given to them, determined to return to their 
on country. Yet when I desired them to stay so long^ that 
) might hrst settle the public affairs, they complied with 
B. So I removed, together with them, from the city of 
f>phorjs, and came to a certain village called Bethmaus,: 
nr furlongs distant from Tiberias ; ana thence I sent mes- 
Bgers to the senate of Tiberias, and deured that the prin* 
pal men of the city would come to me : and when they 
vre come, Justus himself being also with them, I told them, 
at I was sent to them by the people of Jerusalem as a legate, 
g^her with these other priests, in order to persuade them 
demolish that bouse which Herod the tetrarch had built 
lere, and which had the figures of living creatures in it, 
though our laws have forbidden us tomakeany such figures ; 
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and I desired, that they would give us leave so to do imme- 
diately. But for a good while Capellus, and the prindpil 
men belonging to the city, would not give us leave, but were 
at length entirely overcome by us^ and were induced to beof 
our opinion. So Jesus, the son ofSapphias, one of those 
whom we have already mentioned as the leader of a seditiouf 
tumult of mariners and poor people, prevented us, and took 
with him certain Galileans, and set the entire palace.on fire^ 
and thought he should get a great deal of money therebjT) 
because he saw some of the roofs gilt with gold. They also 
plundered a great deal of the furniture, which was done with- 
out oiu* approbation ; for, after we had discoursed Ci^pellui 
and the principal men of the city, we departed from Beth- 
mauS) and went into the Upper Galilee. But Jesus and Lis 
party slew all the Greeks that were inhabitants of Tiberias, 
and as many others as were their enemies before the war 
began. 

13. When I understood this state of things, I was greatly 
provoked, and went down to Tiberias, and took all the can I 
could of the royal furniture, to recover all that could be le* ji 
covered from such as had plundered it They consisted of |) 
candlesticks made of Corinthian brass, and ot royal tablo, t 
and of a great quantity of uncoined silver ; and I readived to i 
preserve whatsoever came to my hand, for the king. .So I ; 
sent for ten of the principal men of the senate, and for 
Capellus, the son of Autyllus, and committed the furniture 
to them, with this oharge, that they should part with it to 
nobody else but to myself. From whence I and my fellow i 
legates went to Gischala to John, as desirous to know bii 
intentions, and soon saw that he wasfor innovationa^and bad 
a mind to the principality ; for he desired me to give him au- 
thority to carry off that corn which belonged to Cflesar^ and 
lay in the villages of Upper Galilee ; and he pretended that 
be would expend what it came to in building the walls of bis 
own dty. But when I perceived what he endeavoured. at, 
and what he had in his mind, I said I would not pekinit him 
so to do ; for that I thought either to keep it for the Romansi 
or for myself, now I was intrusted with the public affiurs 
there by the people of Jerusalem. But, when he was not 
able to prevail with me, he betook himself to my fellow le- 
gates ; for they had no sagacity in providing for futurity, and 
were very ready to take bribes. So he corrupted them with 
money, to decree, that all that corn which was within bis pro- 
vince should be delivered to him ; while I, who was but one, 
was outvoted by two, and held my tongue. Then did John 
introduce another cunning contrivance of his : for he sudy 
that those Jews whoinhabited Cesarea Pbiiippi, and were 
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shut up by the order of the king'^s deputy there, had sent to 
him to desire him, that siDce they bad no <hI that was pure 
for their use, he would proyide a sufficient quantity of such 
oil that came from the Greeks, and thereby transgress their 
own lifws. Now this was said by John, not out of nis regard 
to religion, but out of his most flagrant desire of gain; for he 
knew, that two sextaries were sold with them of Cesarea for 
one drachmae, but that at Gischala fourscore sextaries were 
sold for four sextaries. So he gave order, that all the oil 
which was there should be carried away, as having my per- 
mission for so doing ; which yet I did not grant him vo- 
Inntarily, but only out of fear of the multitude, since, if I had 
forbidden him^ I should have been stoned by them. When I 
had therefore permitted this to be done by John, he gained 
vast sums of money by this his knavery. 

14. But when I had dismissed my fellow legates, and sent 
them back to Jerusalem, I took care to have arms provided, 
and the cities fortified. And when I had sent for the most 
hardy among the robbers, I saw that it was not in my power 
to take their arms from them ; but I persuaded the multitude 
to allow them money as pay, and told them, it was better for 
them to give them a little willingly, rather than to [be forced 
to] overlook them when they plundered their goods from 
them. And when I had obliged them to take an oath not to 
oome into that country, unless they were invited to come, or 
else when they had not their pay given them, I disipissed 
them, and charged them neither to make an expedition 
agiuDst the Romans^ nor against those their neighbours that 
lay round about them ; for my first care was to keep Gralilee 
10 peace* So I was willing to have the principal of the Ga- 
lileans, in all seventy, as hostages for their ficielity, but still 
under the notion of friendship. Accordingly I made them 
my friends and companions as I journeyed, and set them to 
judge causes ; and widi their approbation it was that I gave 
my sentences, while I endeavoured not to mistake what jus- 
tice required, and to keep my hands clear of all briber}'^ in 
those determinations* 

15. I was now about the thirtieth year of my age ; in which 
time of life it is a hard thing for any one to escape the calum- 
nies of the envious, although he restrain himself from ful- 
filling any unlawful desires, especnally where a person is in 
great authority. Yet did I preserve every woman free from 
injuries ; and, as to what presents were ofi^ered me, I desipised 
them, as not standing in need of them. Nor indeed would I 
take those tithes which were due to me as a priest, from 
those that bronght them. Yet do I confess, that I took part 
of the spoils of those Syrians which inhabited the cities that 
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adjoined to us> when I had conquered them, and that t sent 
them to my kindred at Jerusalem ; although, when I twice 
took Seppboris by force^ and Tiberias four times, and Chkbun 
oBoe, and when I had subdued and taken John, who filed 
laid treadierous snares for me, I did not punish [with death} 
either him or any of the people forenamed, as the prpgim 
of this discourse will show. And on this account I sappoie 
it was that Grod,* who is never unacquainted with those that 
do as they ought to do, delivered me still out of the hands of 
these my enemies, and afterwards preserved me when I fell 
into those many dangers which I shall relate hereafter. 

16. Now the multitude of the Galileans had that grtaal 
kindness for me, and fidelity to me, that when their citiflB 
were taken by force, and their wives and children carried into 
slavery, they did not so deeply lament for their ovm cahk 
mities, as they were solidtous for my preservation. But 
when John saw this, he envied me, and wrote to me, denting 
that I would give him leave to come down, and make use ot 
the hot baths at Tiberias for the recovery of the health of his 
body. Accordingly I did not binder him, as having nasas- 
picion of any wicked designs of his ; and I wrote to those tD 
whom I had committed the administration of the affiiim of 
Tiberias, by name, that they should provide a lodging fiv 
John, and for such as should come with him^ and should pok 
cure him what necessaries soever he should stand in need d£ 
Now at this time my abode was in a village of Galilee^ wfaie^ 
is named Caneu 

17. Bat when John was come to the dty of Tiberias^be 
persuaded the men to revolt from their fidelity to me, and to 
adhere to him ; and many of them gladly received that inyi* 
tation- of his, as ever K^nd of innovations^ and by natme 
exposed to changes, and delighting in seditions ; but they 
were chiefly Justus and his father Kstus, that were earnest 
for their revolt from me, and their adherence to John. But 
I eame upon them, and prevented them ; for a messenger had 
come to me &om Silas, whom I had made governor of 
Tiberias, as I have said already, and had told me of the in- 
clinations of the people of Tiberias, and advised me ta make 
liaste thither ; for that, if I made any delay, the city would 
come under another's jurisdiction. Upon the receipt of this 
letter of Silas, I took two hundred men along with me, and 
travelled aU night, having sent before a messenger to let the 

* Our Josephttt shows, both here and every where, that he was a most 
rdigioos person, and one that had a deep sense of God and his providaioe 
upon his mind, and ascribed all his niunerous and wonderful escapes and pM- 
servations, in times of danger, to God's blessing him, and taking care of him, 
and this on account of his acts of piety, justice, humanity, and charity to the 
JewahiB brethren. 
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mople of Tiberias know that I was CDnung to tbem. When 
I came near to thecity, wloeh ii«» eari? in the mornkig, the 
Mcdtkudtf eame out to meet me ; aad «Iohn came witb them, 
and saloted me, bat in a most disturbed manner, as bemg 
afraid that m j coming was lo call him to an aoeoont for what 
i was now setrsible be was doing. So- he in great haste went 
tbr bis kxlging. Bat when I was in the ofpen place of the 
dty, faamg dismissed the gaards I hod about me, excepting 
ene, and ten armed men that were with him, I attempted to 
make a speech to the multitude of the people of Tiberias ; 
and, standing on a certain elevated place, I entreated them 
not to be so hasty in their revolt ; for that such a change in 
tbeir behaviour would be to their reproach, and that they 
wourld then justly be suspected by those that should be thenr 
governors hereafter, as if they were not Kkely to be faithful 
fo them neither, 

18. But, before I had spoken all I designed^ I heard one 
of my own domestics bidding me come down ; for that it was 
not a proper time to take care of retaining the good-will of 
Ae pGOfrfe of Tiberias, but to provide for my own safety, and 
eseape my enemies there; for John had chosen the most 
flruaty of those armed men that ware about him, out of those 
Aousand that he had with him, and had ffiven them orders 
when he sent them, to kHl me, having learned fiiat I was 
akme, excepting some of my domestics. So those that were 
sent came as they were ordered ; and they had executed what 
llwy came about, had I not leaped down from the elevatioi^ 
I stood on, and, witb one of my guards, whose name wav 
James, be^ carried [oat of the crowd] upon the back of one 
Herod of Tiberias, and ffuided bjr him down to the lake, 
where I seized a ship, and got into it, and escaped my ene> 
mtes nnexpecCedly, and came to Taricheae. 

19. Now as soon as the mhabitants of the city understood 
tbe perfidiousness of the nettle of Tiberias, they were greatly 
provoked at them. So tney snatched up their arms, and de-^ 
srred me to be their leader against them ; for they said they 
would avenge their commamder^s cause upon them. They 
also carried the report of what had been done to me to all 
the Galileans, and ei^rly endeavoured to irritate them 
against tlie people of Tiberias, and denred that yast numbers 
of them would get together, and come to tbem, that they 
might act in concert with their commander what should he 
determined as fit to be done. Accordingly the Galileans 
eame to me in great numbers from all parts with their wea- 
pons, and besought me to assault Tiberias, to take it by 
force, and to demolish it, till it lay eyen witb the ground, and 
then to make slaves of its inhabitants, with their wives and 
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children. Those that were Josephus^s friends also, and bad 
escaped out of Tiberias, gave him the same advice. But I 
did not comply with them, thinking it a terrible thing to begiii 
a civil war among them ; for I thought that this oontentioa 
ought not to proceed farther than words : nay, I told them 
that it was not for their own advantage to do what tb^ 
would have me to do, while th^ Romans expected no other 
than that we should destroy one another by our mutual sedi- 
tions. And by saying this, I put a stop to the anger of the 
Galileans. 

30. But now John was afraid for himself, since his 
treachery had proved unsuccessful. So he took the armed 
men that were about him, and removed from Tiberias to 
Gischala, and wrote to me to apologize for himself concern- 
ing what had been done, as if it had been done without his 
approbation, and desired me to have no suspicion of him to 
his disadvantage. He also added oaths and certain horrible 
curses upon himself, and supposed he should be thereby b^ 
lieved in the points he wrote about me. 

21. But now another great numbo: of the Galileans came 
together again with their weapons, as knowing the man, how 
wicked and how sadly perjuied he was, and desired me to 
lead them against him, and promised me that they would 
utterly destroy both him and Gischala. Hereupon I professed 
that I was obliged to them for their readiness to serve m^ 
and that I would more than requite their fi;ood-will to me. 
However, I entreated them to restrain themselves, and begged 
of them to give me leave to do what I intended, which was 
to put an end to these troubles without bloodshed ; and 
when I had prevailed with the multitude of the Galileans to 
let me do so, I came to Sepphoris. 

82. But the inhabitants of this city, having determined to 
continue in their allegiance to the Romans, were afraid of 
my coming to them, and tried, by putUng me upon another 
action, to divert me, that they might be freed from the terror 
they were in. Accordingly they sent to Jesus, the captain 
of those robbers who were in the confines of Ptolemais, and 
promised to give him a great deal of money, if he would 
come with those forces he had with him, which were in num- 
ber eight hundred, and fight with us. Accordingly he com- 
plied with what they desired, upon the promises they had 
made him, and was desirous to fall upon us when we were 
unprepared for him, and knew nothing of his coming before- 
hand. So he sent to me, and desired that I would give'him 
leave to come and salute me. When I had given him tliat 
leave, which I did without the least knowledge of histreach- 
ei'ous intentions bj^forehand, he took his band of robbers, and 
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made haste to come to me. Yet did not this his knavery 
succeed well at last ; fort as he was already nearly approach- 
ing, one of those with him deserted him, and came to me, 
and told me what he had undertaken to da When I was 
informed of this, I went into the market-place, and pretended 
to know nothing of his treacherous purpose. I took with 
me many Galileans that were armed, as also some of tho^ 
of Tiberias ; and, when I had given orders that ail the roads 
should be carefully guarded, I charged the keepers of the 
gates to give admittance to none but to Jesus, when he came 
with the principal of his men, and to exclude the rest ; and 
in case they aimed to force themselves in, to use stripes] in 
order to repel them.] Accordingly, those that had received 
such a charge did as they were bidden, and Jesus came in, 
and a few others ; and wh^ I had ordered him to throw 
down his arms immediately, and told him, that if he refused 
8o to do, he was a dead man, he, seeing armed men standing 
all round about him, was terrified, andcomplied ; and as for 
those of his followers that were excluded, when they were 
informed that he was seized, they ran away. I then- called 
Jesus to me by himself, and told him, that ** I was not a 
stranger to that treacherous design he had against me, nor 
was I ignorant by whom he was sent for ; that, however, I 
would forgive what he had done already, if he would repent 
of it, and be faithful to me hereafter.^ And thus upon his 

1>romise to do all that I desired, I let him go, and gave him 
eave to get those whom he had formerly had with him toge* 
tber again. But I threatened the inhabitants of Seppboris, 
that, if they would not leave off their ungrateful treatment of 
me, I would punish them sufficiently. 

23. At this time it was that two great men, who were un- 
der the jurisdiction of the king [Agrippa,] came to me out of 
the region of Trachonitis, bringing their horses and their arms, 
and carrying with them their money also ; and when the Jews 
would force them to be circumcised, if they would stay among 
them, I would not permit them to have any force put upon 
them, but said io them,* *^ Every one ought to worship God 
according to his own inclinations, and not to be constrained 
by force ; and that these men who had fled to us for pro- 
tection, ought not to be so treated as to repent of their com- 
ing hither.^ And when I had pacified the multitude, I 
provided for the men that were come to us, whatsoever it was 

* Josephus*-* opimon is here well worth noticing, that every one is to be per- 
mitted to worship God according ,^ bis- own conscience, and is Aot to be com- 
pelled in matters of religion ; as one maj here observe, on the contrary, that the 
rest of the Jews were still for obliging all those who married Jews to be circum- 
cised, and become Jews, and were ttSiy to destroy all that would not submit to 
do so. jSee aeet. 31. a»d X4ii](9 IX* <(4* 
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ihey wanted, aoccHrding to their agaal way of living, and fhat 
in great plenty also. 

24. Now king Agrippa «ent an army to make tbemsdfes 
masters of the cita(kl of Oamala^ and over it Equiculus Mo- 
dius ; but the forces that were sent were not enouffh to encxm- 
pass the dtadel quite round, but lay before it m the open 
places^ and besieged it. But when Ebutius the decunon, 
who was intrusted with the government of the great plain, 
heard that I was at Simonias, a village situated in the con- 
fines of Galilee, and was distant from him rixty furlongs, be 
took a hundred horsemen that were with him by, night, and 
a certain number of footmen, about two hundred, and brought 
the inhabitants of the city Gibea along with him as auxina- 
ries, and marched in the night, and came to the village where 
I abode. Upon this, I pitched my camp over against him, 
which had a great number of forces in it ; but Ebutius tried 
to draw us down into the plain, as greatly depending on his 
horsemen : but we woukl not come down ; for when I was 
satisfied of the advantage that his horse would have if we 
came down into the plain, while we were all footmon, I re- 
solved to join battle with the enemy where I was. Now 
Ebutius and his party made a courageous opposition ifor 
aome time ; but when he saw that his horse were useless to 
him in that place, he retired back to the city Gibea, having 
lost three of his men in the fight. So I followed him directly 
widi two thousand armed men ; and when I was at the tkj 
Besara, that lay in the confines of Ptolemais, but twenty for- 
longs from Gibea where Ebutius abode, I placed my armed 
men on the outside of the village, and gave orders dliat they 
should guard the passes with great care, that the enemy might 
not disturb us, until we should have carried off the eora, a 
great quantity of which lay there: it belonged to Bemioe the 
queen, and had been gathered together out of the neighbour- 
ing villages into Besara ; so I loaded my camels and asses, a 
great number of which I had brought along with me, and 
sent the com into Galilee. When I had done this, I olfared 
Ebutius battle ; but when he would not accept of the atkr, 
for he was terrified at our readiness and courage, I altered 
my route, and marched towards Neopolitanus, because I had 
heard that the country about Tiberias was laid wa^e by him. 
This Neopolitanus was captain of a troop of horse, and had 
the custody of Scythopolis mtrusted to his care by the enemy ; 
and when I bad hindered him from doing any further mis- 
chief to Tiberias, I set myself to make provision for the 
affairs of Galilee. 

2d* But when John, tl^ son of ]L>evi, wbo^ as we befoce 
told you, abode at Gischala, wae informed how all Ifaings had 
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succeeded to my mind, and that I was much in finrour wifeh 
those that were under me ; as also that the enemy were greatly 
afraid of me, he was not pleased with it, as tbinki^ ny 
prosperity tended to his ruin. So he took up a bitter enyy 
and emmty against me : and hoping that if he could inflame 
those that were under me to hate me, he should put an end 
to the pporoerity I was in, he tried to persuade the inhabi- 
tants ot Tiberias and of Sepphoris, (and for those of Gabam 
he sujqpofied they would be also of tiie same mind with the 
others,) which were the greatest cities of Galilee, to revolt 
from their subjection to me, and to be of his party ; and told 
them that he would command them better tnan I did. As 
for the people of Sepphoris, who belongea to neither of us, 
because they had chosen to be in subjection to the Romans, 
they did not comply with his proposal ; and .for those of 
TiDerias, they did not indeed so far comply as to make a re- 
veit from under me, but they agreed to be his friends, while 
the inhabitants of Gkibara did go over to John ; and it was 
Simon that persuaded them so to do ; one who was both the 
prindpal man in the dty, and a particular friend and com- 
panion of John. It is true, these did not openly own the 
making a revolt, because they were in ^at fear of Uie Gali- 
leans, and had frequent experience of the good-will they bore 
to me ; yet did they privately watch for a proper opportunity 
to lay snares for me ; and indeed I thereby came into the 
greatest danger, on the occasion following : 

86. There were some bold young men of the village Da- 
baritta, who observed that the wife of Ptolemy, the king's 
procurator, was to make a progress over the great plain with 
a mighty attendance, and with some horsemen that followed, 
as a guard to them, and this out of a country that was subject 
to the king and queen, into the jurisdiction of the Romans; 
and fell upon them on the sudden, and obliged the wife of 
Ptolemy to fly away, and {Sundered all the carriages. They 
idsocame to me to Taridiese, with four mules loading of ear- 
ments, and other furniture ; and the wdghtof the silver they 
brought was not small, and there were five hundred pieces oif 
gold also. Now I had a mind to preserve these spmls for 
Ptcdemy, who was my countryman ; and it is pvohibited us 
by our laws even to spoil our enemies :* so I said to those 

* How Joiephus could say ben^ that the Jewish laws forbade them to ^' speil 
eyen their enemies," while yet, a litUe before his time, our Saviour had men- 
tioned it as then a current maxim with ihem, ^ Thou ahalt love thy neighbour, 
and hate thine enemy," lif att, ▼. 43. is worth our inquiry. I take it that Jose, 
phus, having been now for many years an Bbionite Chrisdan, had learned 
this interpretation of the law of Moses, from Christ, whom he owned for the true 
Mesaiah, as it follows in the succeeding verses, which, though he might not 
read iq St Matthew's jgospel, yet might he have read much tine uxofi qcposi* 
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that brought these spoils, that they ought to be kept, in order 
to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem with them, when they came 
to be sold. But the young men took it very ill that tbcj 
did not receive a part of those spoils for themselves as they 
expected to have done ; so they went among the villages in 
the neighbourhood of Tiberias, and told the people, that I 
was going to betray their country to the Romans, and that I 
used deceitful language to them, when I said, that what had 
been thus gotten by rapine should be kept for the rebuilding 
of the walls of the city of Jerusalem ; although I had re- 
solved to restore these spoils again to their former owner. 
And indeed they were herein not mistaken as to my inten. 
tions ; for when I had gotten clear of them, I sent for two of 
the principal men, Dassion, and Janneus the son of Levi, 
persons that were among the chief friends of the king, and 
commanded them to take the furniture that had been plun- 
dered, and to send it to him ; and I threatened that I would 
order them to be put to death by way of punishment, if they 
discovered this my command to any other person. 

27. Now when all Galilee was filled with this rumour^ 
that their country was about to be betrayed by me to the 
Romans, and when all men were exasperated against me^ 
and ready to bring me to punishment, the inhabitants of Tbf 
richese did also themselves suppose that what the young men 
said was true, and persuaded my guards and armed men to 
leave me when I was asleep, and to come presently to the 
hippodrome, in order there to take counsel against me their 
commander. And when they had prevailed with them, and 
they were gotten together, they found there a great oompany 
assembled already, who all joined in one clamour^^ to bring 
the man who was so wicked to them as to betray them, to 
his due punishment ; and it was Jesus the son (» Sappboaii 
who principally set them on. He was ruler in Tiberias, a 
wicked man, and naturally disposed to make disturbances in 
matters of consequence ; a seditious person he was indeedi 
and an innovator beyond every body else. He then took the 
laws of Moses into his hands, and came into the midst of the 
people, and said, ^^ O my fellow-citizens, if you are not dis- 
posed to hate Josephus on your owu account, have regardi 
however, to these laws of your country, which your comman- 
- der in chief is going to betray ; hate him therefore on both 
these accounts, and bring the man who hath acted thus inso- 
lently to his deserved punishment.^ 

lion in thdr own Ebionite or Nazarene gospel itself; of Which improvemeDti 
made by Josephus, after he was become a Christian, we have alr«My had se- 
veral example sin this his life, sect. 3, 13, 15, 19, 21, 23. ; and shall hate mi^ 
more therein before its conclusion, as well as we hafe them ebewhen in sD his 
Isfer wridogf. 
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^ S8. Wbeo he had said this, and the multitude had openly 
applauded him for what he had said, he took some of the 
armed men, and made baste away to the bouse in which I 
lodged, as if he . would kill me immediately, while I was 
wholly insensible of all till this disturbance happened ; and 
bjr reason of the pains I had been taking, was fallen fast 
•sleep. But Simon, who was intrusted with the care of my 
body, and was the only person that stayed with me, and saw 
the violent incursion the citizens made upon mc, he awaked 
me, and told me of the danger I was in, and desired me to let 
him kill me, that I might die bravely and like a general, before 
By enemies came in, and forced me [to kill myself,] or killed 
ae themselves. Thus did he discourse to me ; but I oom- 
Bitted the care of my life to God, and made haste to go out 
Id the multitude. Accordingly I put on a black garment, 
tad hung my sword at my neck, and went by such a different 
way to the hippodrome, wherein I thought none of my ad- 
versaries would meet me ; so I appeared among them on 
the sudden, and fell down flat on the earth, and mdewed the 
pound with my tears : then I seemed to them all an object of 
Donijpassion. And when I perceived the change that was 
mam in the multitude, I tried to divide their opinions, before 
the armed men should return from my house : so I granted 
them that I had been as wicked as they supposed me to be ; 
but still I entreated them to let me first inform them for what 
use I had kept that money which arose from the plunder, and 
that they might then kill me if they pleased ; and upon the 
multitude's ordering me to speak, the armed men came upon 
me, and when they saw me, they ran to kill me ; but when 
the multitude bid them hold their hands, they complied, and 
expected that as soon as I should own to them that I kept 
the money for the king, it would be looked on as a confession 
of my treason, and they should then be allowed to kill me. 

29. When, therefore, silence was made by the whole multi- 
tude, I spake thus to them : ** O my countrymen, I refuse 
not to die, if justice so require. However, I. am desirous to 
tell you the truth of this matter before I die ; for as I know 
that this city of yours [Tarichese] was a city of great hospi- 
tality, and filled with abundance of such men as have left their 
own countries, and are come hither to be partakers of your 
fortune whatever it be, I had a mind to build walls about it, 
oat of this money, for which you are so angry, with me, while 
yet it was to he expended in building your own walls.^ 
Upon my saying thus, the people of Taricheae and the stran- 
eers, cried out, that '^ thev gave me thanks, and desired me to 
be of good courage.^ Although the Galileans and the peo- 
ple of Tiberias continued in their wrath against me, inso^ 

VOL. III. P 
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much that there arose a tumult among them, while 
threatened to kill me^ and some bade me not to regard them; 
but when I promised them that I would build them walk it 
Tiberias, and at other cities that wanted them, theygm 
credit to what I promised, and returned everyone tohisowi 
home. So I escaped the fore-mentioned danger, beyond al 
my hopes, and returned to my own house, accompanied with 
my friends, and twenty armed men also. 

30. However, those robbers and other authors of this tit 
mult, who were afraid on their own account, lest I should 
punish them for what they had done, took six hundred armed 
men, and came to the house where I abode, in order to set it 
on fire. When this their insult was told me, I thought it iit ' 
decent for me to run away, and I resolved to expose mTMtf 
to danger, and tb act with some boldness ; so I gave otdtt 
to shut the doors, and went up into an upper room, and d^ 
sired that they would send in some of their men to reoofe 
the money [from the spoils ;] for I told them they would thtft 
have no occasion to be angry with me ; and when they had 
sent in one of the boldest men of them all, I had him whippad 
severely, and I* commanded that one of his hands should bi 
cut off, and hung about his neck ; and in this case was faeprt 
put to those that sent him. At which procedure of nmoe 
they were greatly affrighted, and in no small consteroatioo,- 
and were afraid that they themselves should be served in fib 
manner, if they staid there ; for they supposed that I bad 
in the house more armed men than they had themselves ; m 
they ran away immediately, while I, by the use of this 8t» 
tagem, escaped this their second treacherous design agaiMt 
me. 

31. But there were still some that irritated the muhitudt 
against me, and said, that those great men that belonged H 
the king ought not to be suffered to live, if they wouM not 
change their religion to the religion of those to whom tfacj 
fled for safety : they spake reproachfully of them alto, tad 
said, that they were wizards,* and such as called in the Bo- 
mans upon them. So the multitude was soon deluded by 
such plausible pretences as were agreeable to their own ib* 
clinations, and were prevailed on by them. But when I WM 
informed of this, I instructed the multitude again, that those 
that fled to them for refuge ought not to be persecuted ; I 
also laughed at the allegation about witchcraft,* and told 
them that the Romans would not maintain so many ten tboii* 
sand soldiers, if they could overcome their enemies by wis* 
ards. ' Upon my saying this, the people assented for a while; 

* Here we may obsenre the vulgar Jewish notion of witchcxafi ; bat thtt ov 
JpiephuM wai too win to give any oooatenanoe to it 

( 
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but they returned again afterward, as irritated by some ill 
|)eople, against the great men; nay, they once made an 
ussault upon the house in which they dwelt at Tarichess, in 
-order to kill them ; which, when I was informed of, I was 
It&aid lest so horrid a crime should take effect, and nobody 
fise would make that city their refuge any more. I there- 
lore came myself^ and some others with me, to the house 
where these great men lived, and locked the doors^ and had a 
- trench drawn from their house leading to the lake, and sent 
i Jbr a ship, and embarked therein with them, and sailed to the 
cvrnfines of Hippos; I also paid them the value of their 
liorses, nor in such a flight could I have their horses brought 
to them. I then dismissed them, and begged of them ear- 
1 9^tly that they would courageously bear this distress which 
kfel them, I was also myself greatly displeased that I was 
Mopelled to expose those that had fled to me to go again 
nto an enemy^s country ; yet did I think it more eligible that 
ib^y should perish among the Romans, if it should so hap* 
UDy tha^ in the country that was under my jurisdiction* 
Opwever they escaped at length, and king Agrippa forgave 
^ism their offences. And this was the conclusion of what 
iwcerned these men. 

., 32i But as for the inhabitants of the city of Tiberias they 
^p[|Pte to the king, and desired him to send them forces sum* 
fUfgnt to be a guard to their country ; for that they were 
^lerarous to come over to him : this was what they- wrote to 
|lim« But when I came to them, they desired me to build 
th^ir walls, as I bad promised them to do ; for they had heard 
tbat the walls of Tarichese were already built : I agreed to 
their proposal accordingly. And when I had made prepara- 
tion for the entire building, I gave order to the architects to 
» to work ; but on the third day, when I was gone to Ta- 
ncbeae, which was thirty furlongs distant from Tiberias, it so 
fdl out, that some Roman horsemen were discovered on their 
march, not far from the city, which made it to be supposed 
that the forces were come from the king ; upon which they 
shouted, and lifted up their voices in commendations of the 
king, and in reproaches against me« Hereupon one came 
running to me, and told me what their dispositions were, and 
(bat they had resolved to revolt from me ; upon hearing which 
news I was very much alarmed; for I had already sent away 
my armed men from Taricheae to their own homes, because 
tbe next day was our Sabbath ; for I would not have the 
pwple of Taricheae b^ disturbed [od that day] by a multitude 
«f soldiers ; and indeed, whenever I sojourned at that city, I 
Berer took any particular care for a guard about my own body» 
because I had had frequent instances of the fidelity of its inha- 

P2 
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bitants bore to me. I had now about nie no more than u 
armed men, besides some ffiends^ and was doubtful wha 
do ; for to send to recall my own forces I did not think 
per, because the present day was almost over, and had t 
forces been with me, I could not take up arms on the 
day, because our laws forbid us so to do, even though 
necessity should be very great ; and if I should permi 
people of Tarichese, and the strangers with them, to g 
the city, I saw that they would not be sufficient for that 
pose, and I perceived that I should be obliged to dela; 
assistance a great while ; for I thought with myself tha 
forces that came from the king would prevent me, and 
I should be driven out of the city. I considered, then 
how to get clear of these forces by a stratagem ; so I ii 
diately placed those, my friends of Taricheas, on wh 
could best confide, at the gates, to watch those very can 
^who went out at those gates ; I also called to me the 1 
of families, and bid every one of them to seize upon a s 
to go on board it, and to take a master with them, and f 
him to the city of Tiberias. I also myself went on 1 
one of those ships, with my friends, and the seven a 
men already mentioned, and sailed for Tiberias. 

33. But now, when the people of Tiberias perceived 
there were no forces come from the king, and yet sa* 
whole lake full of ships, they were yet in fear what i 
become of their city, and were greatfy terrified, as supp 
that the ships were full of men on board ; so they 
changed their minds, and threw down their weapons, am 
me with their wives and children, and made acclamatic 
me, with great commendations ; for they imagined that 
not know their former inclinations [to have been against 
so they persuaded me to spare the city. But when 1 
come near enough, I gave order to the masters of the 
to cast anchor a good way off the land, that the peoj 
Tiberias might not perceive that the ships had no mc 
board ; but I went nearer to the people in one of the i 
and rebuked them for their folly, and that they were so 
as, without any just occasion m the world, to revolt 
their fidelity to me. However, I assured them that I j 
entirely forgive them for the time to come, if they wouk 
ten of the nngleaders of the multitude to me ; and whei 
complied readily with this proposal, and sent me the 

* In thiB section, as well as sect 18, and sect. 33. those small yesft 
sailed <m the sea of Galilee, are called by Josephus uueet and piloia and i 
L e. plainly «^# ; so that we need not wonder at our £Yangelists, who i 
them ships ; nor ought we to render them hoats^ as some do. Their : 
was in all 230, as we learn fipom our author elsewhere. Of the War, B 
xxL sect. 8. YoL iii* 
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fiufieineDtioDed) I put them on board a sbip, and sent them 
mwaj to Tarichese, and ordered tbem to be kept in prison. 

si. And by this stratagem it was that I gradually got all 
the senate oi Tiberias into my power, and sent tbem to the 
ijty forementioned, with many of the principal men among 
the populace, and those not fewer in number than the other. 
But when the multitude saw into what great miseries they 
bad brouffht themselves, they desired me to punish the au- 
tlbor of this sedition : his name was Clitusj a young man, 
hold and rash in his undertakings. Now, since I thought it 
not agreeable to piety to put one of my own people to death, 
iomI yet found it necessary to punish him, I ordered Levi, one 
of my own guards, to go to him, and cut off one of Clitus^s 
hands ; but as he that was ordered to do this, was afraid to 
gb out of the ship alone, among so great a multitude, I was 
aot willing that tne timorousness of the soldier should appear 
jkQ the people of Tiberias. So I called to Clitus himself, 
Hid sua to him, ^* Since thou deservest to lose both thine 
"linds for thy ingratitude to me, be thou thine own execu- 
IJOiiery lest, if thou refusest so to be, thou undergo a worse 

Kishment.^ And, when he earnestly begged of me to spare 
one of his hands, it was with difficulty that I granted it« 
Hd in order to prevent the loss of both his hands, he willingly 
tfgik. his sword, and cut off his own left hand ; and thus piit 
IMI ^d to the sedition. 

.•S.9B* Now the men of Tiberias, after I was gone to Tari- 
cIlMese, perceived what stratagem I had used against them, and 
they aamired how I had put an end to their foolish sedition, 
sridoout shedding of blood. But now, when I had sent for 
Mlie of those multitudes of the people of Tiberias out of 
Hfiaon, among whom were Justus and his father Fistus, I 
fliade them to sup with me ; and during our supper time I 
and to them, that I knew the power of the Romans was su* 
perior to all others, but did not say so [publicly] because of 
the robbers. So I advised them to do as I did, and to wiy t 
far a proper opportunity, and not to be uneasy at my bein^ 
their commander ; for that they could not expect to have 
another who would use the like moderation that I had done. 
I also put Justus in mind how the Galileans had cut off his 
htither^s hands, before ever I came to Jerusalem, upon an 
aecusation laid against him, as if he had been a rogue, and 
had forged some letters ; as also how the people of Gamala, 
in a sedition they raised against the Babylonians, after the 
departure of Philip, slew Cheres, who was a kinsman of 
Philip, and withal now they had wisely punished Jesus, his 
brother Justuses sister^s husband (with death). When I had 
said this to them during supper time, I in the morning or* 
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dered Justus, and all the rest that were in prison, to be k 
ed out of it, and sent away. 

36. But before this it happened, that Philip, the wi 
Jacitnus, went out of the citadel of Gamala upon the foil 
iag occasion : when Philip had been informed that Va 
was put out of his government by king Agrippa, and t 
Modius Equicolus, a man that was of old his friend and o 
panion, was come to succeed him, he wrote to him, and 
lated what turns of fortune he had had, and desired biiD 
forward the letters he sent to the king and queen. I 
when Modius had received these ' letters, he was exceei 

Slad, and sent the letters to the king and queen, who ^ 
ben about Bervtus. But when king Agrippa knew thitt 
story about Philip was false (for it had been given out, \ 
the Jews had begun a war with the Romans, and that 
Philip had been tneir commanded in that war), he sent m 
horsemen to conduct Philip to him, and, when he was eo 
he saluted him very obligingly, and showed him to the 
tnan commanders, and told them that this was the txmt 
whom the report had gone about as if he had revolted I 
the Romans. He also bid him take some horsemen with 1 
and to go quickly to the citadel of Gamala, and to bring 
thence all his domestics, and to restore the Babylonian 
Batanea again. He also gave it him in chai^ to take 
possible care that none of his subjects should be guikj 
making any innovation. Accordingly, upon these du 
tions mm the king, he made haste to do what he -wtB 9k 
manded. ' 

37. Now there was one Joseph, the son of A female nh 
cian, who excited a great many young mefi to join withll 
He also insolently addressed himself to the principal peM 
at Gamala, and persuaded them to revolt from the king^ i 
take up arms, and gave them hopes that they should, 1^ 
means, recover their liberty. And some they forced into 
service, and those thaf would not acquiesce in what they I 
resolved on, they slew. They also slew Cheres, and t 
him Jesus, one of his kinsmen, and a brother of Justd! 
Tiberias, as we have already said. Those of Gamala i 
Wrote to me, desiring me to send them an armed force^ i 
workmen to raise up the walls of their city ; nor did I rej 
either of their requests. The region of Gaulonites did f 
revolt from the king, as far as the village Solyma. I i 
built a wall about Seleucia and Soganni, which are villa 

. naturally of very great strength. Moreover, I in like m 
ner walled several villages of Upper Galilee, though tl 
were very rocky of themselves. Their names are Jami 
Md Meroth, and Ax^habare. I also fortified, in die Loi 
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Gidilee, the cities Taricheas, Tiberias^ Sepphoris» and the 
Tillages, the cave of Arbela, Bersobe, Selaniin, Jotapata, 
Capbarecho, and Sigo^ and Japha, and Mount Tabor.* I 
also laid up a great quantity of corn in these placesi and 
•rnis withal, that might be for their security afterward. 

38. But the hatred that John, the son of Levi, bore to me, 
Ijrew now more violent, while he could not bear my prosper 
nty with patience. So he proposed to himself, by all means 
possible to make away with me, and built the walls of Gis- 
chala, which was the place of his nativity. He the nsent his 
brother Simon and tf onathan the son of Sisenna, and about 
' H hundred armed men, to Jerusalem to Simon the son of 
Gramaliel,-f- in order to persuade him to induce the common* 
dity of Jerusalem to talce from me the government over the 
fiftuleans, and to give their Suffrages for conferring that au- 
thority upon him. This Simon was of the city of Jerusalem, 
ttid of a very noble family, of the sect of the . Phariseest 
\ Irliich are supposed to excel others in the accurate know* 
' hdge of the laws of their country. He was a man of great 
fMdom and reason, and capable of restoring public affairs 

S: hiB prudence, when they were in an ill posture. He was 
o.an old friend and compwiion of John ; but at that time 
IhI bad a difference with me. When therefore he had re- 
ceived such an exhortation, he persuaded the high priests^ 
AvMUius and Jesus, the son of Gamala, and some others of 
the same seditious faction, to cut me down» now I was grow* 
ing so great, and not tQ overlook me while I was ag^andiz- 
ing myself to the height of glory ; and he said, that it would 
be for the advantage of the Galileans, if I were deprived of 
«7 government there. Ananus also, and his. friends, de- 
wed them to make no delay about the matter, lest I should 
got the knowledge of what was doing too soon, and should 
oome and make an assault upon the dty with a great army. 
This was the counsel of Simon ; but Ananus the high priest 
demonstrated to them, that this was not an easy thing to be 
done, because many of the high priests, and of the rulers of 
the people, bore witness that I had acted Uke an excellent 
general, and that it was the work of ill metf to accuse one 
against whom they had nothing to say. 

39. When Simon heard Ananus say this, he desired that 
tbe messengers would conceal the thing, and not let it come 
among many, for that he would take care to have Josephus 

' * Part of these fortifications on Mount Tabor may be those still remainiog, 
aad wfaidi were seen lately. byLMr MaundreL See his (Travels, p. 112. 

-f This Gamaliel may be the very same that is mentiooed by the rabbins 
in the Mishna, in Jucfaasin, and in P(»ta Moses, as is observed in the Latin 
notes. He might be also that Gamaliel II. whose grandfather was Gamaliel I. 
who ia mentioned Acts v. 34. and at wfaoM feet St Paul mw Inwi^ «p, Acta 
xxiL S, Ste Pnd at the year 446* 
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removed out of Galilee very quickly. So he called for JoiiD^f 
brother [Simon,] and charged him, that they should send pie^ 
sents to Ananus and his friends ; for, as he siud, they might 
probably by that means persuade them to change their minds. 
And indeed Simon did at length thus compass what he aimed 
at, for Ananus, and those with him, being corrupted by 
bribes, agreed to expel me out of Galilee, without making ^ 
the rest of the citizens acquainted with what they were do- ] 
ing. Accordingly they resolved to send men of distinetiim 
as to their famihes, and of distinction as to their learning 
also. Two of these were of the populace, Jonathan* and 
Ananias, by sect Pharisees ; while the third, Jozar, was of 
the stock of the priests^ and a Pharisee also ; and Simon, 
the last of them, was of the youngest of the high priests. 
These had it given them in charge, that when they were 
come to the multitude of the Galileans, they should ask them 
what was the reason of their love to me ? and if they said, 
that it was because I was born at Jerusalem, that they should 
reply, that they four were all bom at the same place ; and if 
they should say, it was because I was well versed in their law, 
they should reply, that neither were they unacquainted with 
the practices of their countiy ; but if, besides these, they i 
should say, they loved me because I was a priest, th^ ahoukl I 
r^ly, that two of these were priests also. 

40. Now, when they had given Jonathan and his com- 
panions these instructions, they gave them forty thonsand 
[drachmae] out of the public money : but when they head 
that there was a certain Galilean that then sojourned at Jeru- 
salem, whose name was Jesus, who bad about him a band of 
six hundred armed men, they sent for him, and gave him three 
months pay, and gave him orders to follow Jonathan and his 
companions, and be obedient to them. They also gave money 
to three hundred men that were citizeusof Jerusalem, to main- 
tain them all, and ordered them also to follow the ambassa- 
dors; and when tbey had complied, and were gotten ready 
for the march, Jonathan and his companions went out with 
them, having along with them John^s brother, and an hundred 
armed men. The charge that was given them by those that 
sent them was this, that if I would voluntarily lay down my 
arms, they should send me alive to the city Jerusalem ; but 
that, in case I opposed them, they should kill me, and fear 
nothing : for that it was their command for them so to da 
They also wrote to John to make all ready for fighting me^ 
and gave orders to the inhabitants of Sepphoris, and Giubara, 
and Tiberias, to send auxiliaries to Joho. 

41. Now, as my father wrote me an account of this (for 

*TbiB JoiuUlMn is aim taken nodee ol ia tS\« Laidsv notci^ mUw nmstbit 
j$ mmtioiud by the nbbins ia Foita Mqku 



THE LI7£ OF FLAYIUS J08SFHU8. S17 

Jesus the son of Gamala, who was present in that council^ 
a friend and companion of mine, tola him of it), I was very 
much troubled, as discovering thereby, that my fellow-dtw 
leos proved so ungrateful to me, as, out of envy, to give or- 
der that I should be slain ; my father earnestly pressed me 
also in his letter to come to him, for that he longed to see hia 
son before he died. I informed my friends of these things, 
and that in three days time I should leave the country, and 
so home. Upon hearing this, they were all very sorry, and 
' desired me, with tears in their eyes, not to leave them to be 
destroyed ; for so they thought they should be, if I were de- 
prived of the command over them : but as I did not grant 
their request, but was taking care of my own safety, the Ga* 
lileans, out of their dread of the consequence of my depar* 
ture, that they should then be at the mercy of the robbers, 
sent messengers over all Galilee to inform them of my reso- 
lution to leave them. Whereupon, as soon as they heard it, 
they got toother in great numoers, from IeJI parts, with their 
wives and children ; and this they did, as it appeared to me, 
not more out of their afiection to me, than out of their fear 
QDt their own account ; for, while I staid with them, thej 
SBfqposed that they should suffer no harm. So they all came 
into the great plam, wherein I lived, the name of which was 

4S. But wonderful it was what a dream I saw that very 
night; for when I had betaken myself to my bed, as grieved 
and disturbed at the news that had been written to me, it 
seemed to me, that a certain person stood by me,* and said, 
^ O Josephus ! leave off to afflict thy soul, and put away all 
fear; for what now grieves thee will render thee very con- 
nderable, and in all respects most happy ; for thou shalt get 
over not only these difficulties, but many others, with great 
success. However, be not cast down, but remember that 
thou art to fight with the Romans.^ When I had seen this 
dream, I got up with an intention of going down to the plain. 
Now, when the whole multitude of the Galileans, among 
whom wete the women and children, saw me, they threw 
themselves down upon their faces, and with tears in their 
eyes,* besought me not to leave them exposed to their ene- 
mies, not to go away and permit their country to be injured 
by them. But, when I did not comply with their entreaties, 
they compelled me to take an oath, that I would stay with 
them . tliey also cast aUundance of reproaches upon the peo- 
ple of Jerusalem, that they would not let their country enjoy 
peace. 

-* This I take to be the first of Josephus's remarkable or divine dreams, which 
were predictive of the great things that afterwards came to pasa: of which sea 
more in the note on Antiq. B* iii. eh. vuL sect. 9, vol. u The oth«t ia i|i thn 
Wmt, B,uL ctu viii, secU 3, 9, voL iv* 
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43. When I heard this, and saw what sorrow the people 
were in, I was moved with compassion to them, and thought 
it became me to undergo the most manifest hazards for the 
sake of so great a multitude ; so I let them know I wonld 
stay with them. And when I had given order that five thou- 
sand of them should come to me armed, and with proviaoos 
for their maintenance, I sent the rest away to their owa 
homes; and when those five thousand were come, I took 
them, together with three thousand of the soldiers that were 
with me before, and eighty horsemen, and marched to die 
village of Chabolo, situdted in the confines of Ptolemais, and 
there kept my forces together, pretending to get ready to fight 
with Placidus, who was come with two cohorts, of footmoi, 
and one troop of horsemen, and was sent thither by Cestius 
Gallus, to burn those villages of Galilee that were near Pto- 
lemais. Upon whose casting up a bank before the city Pto* 
lemais, I abo pitched my camp at about the distance of sixty 
furlongs from that village. And now we frequently brouffht 
out our forces as if we would fight, but proceeded no farther 
than skirmishes at a distance; for, when Pladdus percei'Ved 
that I was earnest to come to a hattle^ he was afroid^^ aad 
avoided it Yet did he not remove £rom the neighbouifaood 
of Pudemais.' . 

44. About this time it was that Jonathan and his&llow- 
legates came. They were sent, as. we have said already, by 
Stmoh, and Ananus the high priest And Jonathan. coft* 
tsived how he might catch me by treachery ; for be durst not 
make any attempt upon me openly* So he. wrote me the fol- 
lowing epistle: *^ Jonathan and those that are: with him, and 
are sent by the people of Jerusalem to Josephus, send greet- 
ing. We are sent by the principal men of Jerusaleln, who 
have heard that John of Giscbala hath laid man^ snares for 
thee, to rebuke him, and to exhort him to, be subject to thee 
hereafter. We are also desirous to consult with thee ahout 
our common concerns, and what is fit to be done. We theie- 
^e desire thee to come to us quickly, and to bring oply a 
few men with thee, for this village will not contain a great 
number of soldiers.^ Thus it was that they wrote, as ex« 
peeling one of these two things, either that I should come 
without armed men, and then they should have me wholly in 
their power; or, if I came with a great number, they should 
judge me to be a public enemy. Now it was an horseman 
who brought the letter, a man at other times bold, and one 
that had served in the army under the king. It was the 
second hour of the night that he came, when I was feasting 
with my friends, and the principal of the Galileans. This 
man, upon my servant^s telling me, that a certain horseman 

of the Jewish nation was come, Vie nv^a csWaA. va. «! m^ oom- 
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mand, but did not so much as salute me at all, but held out 
a letter, and said, *< This letter is sent thee by those that are 
oome from Jerusalem. Do thou write an answer to it 
quickly, for I am obliged to return to them very soon.** Now 
my guests could not but wonder at the boldness of the soU 
dier. But I desired him to sit down and sup with us ; but 
when he refused so to do, I held the letter in my hands as I 
received it, and fell a talking with my guests about other 
natters. But a few hours afterwards I got up, and, when I 
Bad dismissed the rest to go to their beds, I bid only four of 
my intimate frieiids to stay, and ordered my servant to get 
some wine ready. I also opened the tetter so that nobody 
eoeld perceive it ; and understanding thereby presently the 
purport of the writing, I sealed it up again, and appeared as 
if I had not yet read it, but only held it in my hands. I 
ordered twenty drachmae should be given the soldier, for the 
eharses of his journey ; and when he took the money, and said 
that he thanked me for it, I perceived that he loved money, 
and that he was to be caught chiefly by that means, and I said 
to him, ^* If thou wilt but drink with us^ thou shalt have a 
drachma for every glass thou drinkest^ So he gladly em- 
braced this proposal) and drank a great deal of wine, in order 
to get the more monev, and was ^ drunk, that at last he could 
fiot keep the secrets be was instructed with^ but discovered 
diem, without my putting questions to him, viz. that a trea« 
oherous design was contrived against me, and that I was 
doomed to die by those that sent him. When I heard this, 
J wrote back this answer : ^* Josephus, to Jonathan and those 
that are with him, sendeth greeting. Upon the information 
that you are come in health into Galilee, I rejoice, and this 
especially, because I can now resign thp care of public affiiirs 
bere into your hands, and return into my native country, 
which is what I bave desired to do a great while ; and I con- 
fess I ought not only to come to you as far as Xaloth, but 
farther, and this without your commands. But I desire you 
to excuse me, because I cannot do it now, since I watch the 
Hiotions of Placidus, who hath a mind to go up into Galilee ; 
and this I do here at Chabolo. Do jrou therefore, on the 
receipt of this epistle, come hither to me. Fare you well.*^ 

45. When I had written thus, and given the letter to be 
carried by the soldier, I sent along with him thirty of the 
Galileans of the best characters, and gave them instructions 
to salute those ambassadors, but to say nothing else to them. 
I also gave orders to as many of those armed men, whom I 
esteemed most faithful to me, to go along with the others, 
every one with him whom be was to guard, lest some con- 
versation might pass between those w£)m I sisnt and those 
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that were with Jonathan. So these men went [to Jonathan]. 
But, when Jonathan and his partners had failed in this their 
first attempt, they sent me another letter, the contents 
whereof were as follows: <^ Jonathan and those with him to 
Josephus send greeting. We require thee to come to us to 
the village Gabaroth, on the third day, without any armed 
men, that we may hear what thou hast to lay to the charge 
of John [of Gischala].^ When they had written this letteri 
they saluted the Galileans whom I sent, and came to Japha, 
which was the largest village of all Galilee, and encompassed 
with very strong walls, and had a great number of inhabitants 
in it. There the multitude of men, with their wives and 
children, met them, and exclaimed loudly against them, and 
desired them to be gone, and not to envy them the advantage 
of an excellent commander. With these clamours Jonathan 
and his partners were greatly provoked, although they di^st 
not show their anger openly : so they made them no answer, 
but went to other villages. But still the same clamours met 
them from all the people, who said, ** Nobgdy could per- 
suade them to have any other commander besides Josephus.^ 
So Jonathan and his partners went away from them without 
success, and came to Sepphoris, the greatest city of all Gab- 
lee. Now the men of that city who inclined to the Romans 
in their sentiments, met them mdeed, but neither praised noc 
^reproached me ; and when they were gone down from Sep- 
phoris to Asochis, the people of that place made a clamour 
against them, as those of Japha had done. Whereupon they 
were able to contain themselves no longer, but ordered the 
armed men that were with them to beat those that made the 
clamour, with their clubs. And when they came to Gabara, 
John met them, with three thousand armed men ; but, as I 
understood by their letter, that they had resolved to fight 
agsunst me, I arose from Chabolo, with three thousand armed 
men also, but left in my camp one of my fastest friends, and 
came to Jotapata, as desirous to be near them, the distance 
being no more than forty furlongs. Whence I wrote thus to 
them, ^' If you are very desirous that I should come to you, 
you know there are two hundred and forty cities and villages 
m Galilee ; I will come to any of them which you please, ex- 
cepting Gabara and Gischala ; the one of which is John^s 
native city, and the other in confederacy and friendship with 
him." 

46. When Jonathan and his partners had received this 
letter, they wrote me no more answers, but called a council 
of their fnends together, and taking John into their consulta- 
tioiT, they took counsel together by what means they might 
attack me. John's opinion was, that they should write to 
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all the cities and villages that were in Galilee; for that there 
must be certainly one or two persons in every one of thelki 
that was at variance with me, and that they should be invited 
to come to oppose me as an enemy« He would also have 
them send this resolution of theirs to the city Jerusalem, that 
its citizens, upon the knowledge of my being adjudged to be 
an enemy by the Galileans, might themselves also confirm 
that determination. He said also, that when this was done, 
even those Galileans who were well affected to me would 
desert me out of fear. When J^ m had given them this 
counsel, what he had said was very agreeable to the rest of 
tliem. I was also made acquainted with these affairs about 
the third hour of the night, by the means of one Saccheus, 
who had belonged to them, but now deserted them and came 
over to me, and told me what they were about ; so I perceiv* 
ed that no time was to be lost. Accordingly I gave com- 
mand to Jacob, an armed man of my guard, whom I esteemed 
&ithful to me, to take two hundred men, and to guard the 
passages that led from Gabara to Galilee, and to seize upon 
' the passengers and send them to me, especially such as were 
caught with letters about them ; I also sent Jeremias him*- 
self, one of my friends, with six hundred armed men, to the 
borders of Galilee, in order to watch the roads that led from 
this country to the city Jerusalem, and gave him charge to 
lay hold of such as travelled with letters aibout them, to keep 
the men in bonds upon the place, but to send me the letters. 
47. When I had laid these commands upon them, I gave 
them orders, and bid them to take their arms and bring three 
days provision wiCh them, and be with me the next day. I 
also parted those that were about me into four parts, and 
ordained those of them that were most faithful to me to be a 
guard to my body. I also set over them centurions, and com- 
manded them to. take care that not a soldier which they did 
not know should mingle himself among them. Now on . the 
fifth day following, when I was at Gabaroth, I found the 
entire plain that was before the village full of armed men, 
who were come out of Galilee to assist me ; many others of 
the multitude also, out of the village, ran along with me. 
But as soon as I had taken my place, and began to speak to 
them, they all made an acclamation, and called me the bene- 
factor and saviour of the country. And when I had made 
them my acknowledgments, and thanked them [for their af- 
fection to me,] I also advised them to fight* with nojbody, 

* Jotephu8*8 directions to his soldiers here are much the same that John the 
Baptist gave, Luke iii. 14. «« Do violence to no nian, neither accuse any falsely, 
and he content with your wages." Whence Dr Hudson confirms this conjec- 
ture, that Josephus, in some things, was, even now, a follower of John the 
Baptist ; whidi is no way improbable. See the note on sect 2. 
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nor to spoil the country ; but to pitch their tents in the plaioi 
and be content with their sustenance they had brought witk 
them ; for I told them that I had a mind to compose then 
troubles without shedding any. blood. Now it came to pan^ 
that on the very same day those who were sent by John with 
letters, fell among the guards whom I had appointed to watch 
the roads ; so the men were themselves kept upon the placet 
as my orders were, but I got the letters, which were full of 
reproaches and lies ; and I intended to fall upon these mea 
without saying a word of these matters to any body. 

48. Now as soon as Jonathan dnd his companions heard of 

my coming, they took all their own friends, and John with 

them, and retired to the house of Jesus^ which indeed wa84i 

large castle, and no way unlike a citadel ; so they privately 

laid a band of armed men therein, and shut all the other doors 

but one, which they kept open, and they expected that I 

should come out of the road to them, to salute them. And 

indeed they had given orders to the armed men, that when I 

came they should let nobody beisides me come in, but should 

exclude others : as supposing that, by this means they should 

easily get me under their power : but they were deceived in 

their expectation ; for I perceived what snares they bad laid 

for me. Now as soon as I was got off my journey, I took up 

my lodgings over against them, and pretended to be asleqp; 

so Jonathan and his party thinking that I was really asleep^ 

and at rest, made haste to go down into the plain, to persuadt 

the people that I was an ill governor. But the matter proved 

otherwise, for upon their appearance, there was a cry madt 

by the Galileans immediately, declaring tiieir good opinioa 

of me as their governor; and they made a clamour against 

Jonathan and his partners, for coming to them when they 

had suffered no harm^ and as though they would overturn 

their happy settlement ; and desired them by all means to go 

back again, for that they would never be persuaded to have 

any other to rule over them but myself. When I heard of 

this^ I did not fear to go down into the midst of them ; I went 

therefore myself down presently to hear what Jonathan and 

his companions said. As soon as I appeared, there was im< 

mediately an acclamation made to me by the whole multitude, 

and a cry in my commendation by them^ who confessed their 

thanks was owing to me for my good government of them. 

49. When Jonathan and his companions heard this, they 
were in fear of their own lives, and in danger lest they i^ould 
be assaulted by the Galileans on my account ; so they con- 
trived how they might run away. But as they were not able 
to get off, for I desired them to stay, they looked down with 
coDcern at my words to them. I ordered therefore the muU 
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titude to restrain entirely their acclamations, and pkoed the 
most faithful of my armed men upon the avenues^ to be a 
guard to us, lest John should unexpectedly fall upon us ; and 
I encouraged the Galileans to take their weapons, lest tbOT 
should be disturbed at their enemies, if any sudden insult 
should be made upon them. And then, in the first place, I 

1)ut Jonathan and his partners in mind of their [^former)} 
etter, and after what manner they had written to me, and 
declared they were sent by the common consent of the people 
of Jerusalem, to make up the differences I had with John, 
and how they had desired me to come to them ; and as I 
spake thus, I publicly showed that letter they had written, 
till they could not at all deny what they had done, the letter 
itself convicting them. I then said, '^ O Jonathan, and you 
that are sent with him as his colleagues, if I were to be 
judged as to my behaviour, compared with that of John^s, 
and had brought no more than two* or three witnesses, good 
men and true, it is plain you had been forced, upon the exa* 
mination of their characters beforehand, to discharge the 
accusations : that therefore you may be informed that I have 
acted well in the affairs of Galilee, I think three witnesses 
too few to be brought by a man that hath done as he ought 
to do ; so I gave you all these for witnesses. Inquire of 
tbem*f- how t have lived, aud whether I have not behaved 
mjTself with all decency, and after a virtuous manner among 
tbem. And I further conjure you, O Galileans, to hide no 
part of the truth, but to speak before these men as before 
lodges, whether I have in any thing acted otherwise than 
well.'' 

£0. While I was thus speaking, the united voices of all 
the people joined together, and called me their benefactor 
and saviour, and attested to my former behaviour, and ex* 
hotted me to continue so to do hereafter ; and they all said^ 
upon their oaths, that their wives had been preserved free 
from injuries, and that no one had ever been aggrieved by me. 
After this, I read to the Galileans two of those epistles which 
had been sent by Jonathan and his colleagues, and which 
those whom I had appointed to guard the road had taken^ 
and sent to me. These were full of reproaches and of lies, 

* We here learn the practice of the Jews, in the days of Josepbus, to inquire 
into the characters of witnesses, before they were admitted, and that their num. 
ber ought to be three, or two at the least, also exactly as in the law of Bloses, 
and in the Apostolical Constitutions, B. ii. di. xzxvii. See Horeb Covenant 
Scrived, page 97, 98. 

-|* This appeal to the whole body of the Galileans by Josephus, and the testis 
mony they gave him of integrity in his conduct, as their governor, is very like 
that appeal and testimony in the case of the prophet Samael| 1 Sam. xiL 1—41. 
. and pefbapa wm done by Josephw-in imitatioa of hhn* 
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as if I had acted more like a tyrant than a governor against 
thenii with many other things besides therein contained, 
which were'no better indeed than impudent falsities. I also 
informed the multitude how I came by these letters, and that 
those who carried them deliyered them up voluntarily ; for I 
was not willing that my enemies should know any thing of 
the guards I had set, lest they should be afraid, and leave off 
writing hereafter. 

51. When the multitude heard these things^ they were 
greatly provoked at Jonathan, and his colleagues that were 
with him^ and were going to attack them and kill them ; and 
this they had certainly done, unless I had restrained the anger 
of the Galileans, and said. That '^ I forgave Jonathan uid 
his colleagues what was past, if they would repent, and go 
to their own country, and tell those who sent them the truu,. 
as to my conduct.^ When I had said this, I let them go^ 
although I knew they would do nothing of what they had 
promised. But the multitude were very much enraged 
against them, and entreated me to give them leave to punish 
them for their insolence ; yet did I try all methods to per^ 
suade them to spare the men ; for I knew that every instaooa 
of sedition was pernicious to the public welfare. But the 
multitude were too angry with them to be dissuaded, and all 
of them went immediately to the house in which Jonathaa 
and his colleagues abode. However, when I perceived that 
their rage could not be restrained, I got on horseback, and 
ordered the multitude to follow me to the village Sogaoc^ 
which was twenty furlongs off Gabara ; and by using this 
stratagem, I so managed myself, as not to appear to be^ a 
civil war amongst them. 

52. But when I was come near Sogane, I caused the mut 
titude to make an halt, and exhorted them not tobe toeanly 
provoked to anger, and to the inflicting such punishments.as 
could not be afterwards recalled : I also gave order, that an 
hundred men, who were already in years, and were prindpal . 
men among them, should get themselves ready to go to the 
city Jerusalem, and should make a complaint before the 
people, of such as raised seditions in the country. And I 
said to them, that ^^ in case they be moved with what you 
say, you shall desire the community to write to me, ana to 
enjoin me to continue in Galilee, and to order Jonathan and 
his colleagues to depart out of it." When I had suggested 
these instructions to them, and while they were getting them- 
selves ready as fast as they could, I sent them on this errand 
the third day after they had been assembled ; I also sent five 
hundred armed men with them [as a guard.] I then wrote 
to my friends in Samaria^ to take care that tney might safely . 
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MBS through the country : for Samaria was already under the 
Bomans, and it was absolutely necessary for those that go 
quickly [to Jerusalem] to pass through that country ; for in 
inat road you may^ in three days time, go from Galilee to 
Jerusalem. I also went myself, and conducted the old men 
is far as the bounds of Galilee, and set guards in the roads, 
that it might not be easily known by anyone that these men 
were gone. And when I had thus done^ I went and abode 
at Japha. • 

• 53. Now Jonathan and his colleagues having failed of ac- 
complishing what they would have done against me^ they 
iient John back to Gischala, but went themselves to the city 
'Tiberias^ expecting it would submit itself to them ; and this 
-vas founded on a letter which Jesus, their then governor, 
4Md written them, promising, that if they came, the multitude 
'VDuId receive them, and choose to be under their govern- 
^*kent; so they went their ways with this expectation. But 
^.Slas, who, as I said, had been left curator of Tiberias by me, 
Vhformed me of this, and desired me to make haste thither. 
Accordingly I complied with his advice immediately, and 
■Une thither ; but found myself in danger of my life, from 
ftie following occasion :— Jonathan and his colleagues had 
hieii at Tiberias, and had persuaded a great many of such as 
lad a quarrel with me to desert me ; but when they heard of 
dy coming, they were in fear for themselves, and came to me ; 
loo when they had saluted me, they said, that I was a happy 
OHm in having behsTed myself so well in the governmentolf 
Salilee ; and they congratulated me upon the honours that 
irere paid me . for they said, that my glory was a credit to 
diem, since they had been my teachers and fellow-citizens ; 
■nd they said farther, that it was but just that they should 
prefer my friendship to them rather than John\ and that 
they would have immediately gone home, but that they staid 
that they might deliver up tfohn into my power ; and when 
thSey said this they took tneir oaths of it, and those such as 
■re most tremendous amongst us, and such as I did not think 
fit to disbelieve. However, they desired me to lodge some- 
where else ; because the next day was the Sabbath, and that 
it was not fit the city of Tiberias should be disturbed [on 
that day.] 
64. So I suspected nothing, and went away to Tarichea^ 

Ct did I withal leave some to make inquiry into the city 
w matters went, and whether any thing was said about me ; 
I also set many persons all the way that led from Tarichcoe 
to Tiberias, that they might communicate from one to ano- 
i^er, if they learned any news from those that were left in 
^he city. On the next day, therefore, they all came into the 

VOL. 111. Q 
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Pro6eudm ;* it was a large edifice^ and capable of reoei 
a great number of people ; thither Jonathan went in, 
though be durst not openly speak of a revolt, y^t did h 
that their dty stood in hem. of a better covemor than it 
had. But Jesus, who was the ruler, made no scrupletoii 
out, and said openly, *' O fellow citizens ! it is better ft 
to be in subjection to four than to one ; and those m 
are of high biith, and not without reputation for tbor 
dom ;^ and pointed to Jonathan and his colleagues, i 
his saying this^ Justus came in and commended Ki 
what be had said, and persuaded some of the people 
of his mind also. But the multitude were not pleasod 
what was said, and had certainly gone into a tumult, .1 
the axth hour, which was now come, hod dissolved the 1 
bly, at which hour our law requires us to go to dinn 
Sabbath-days : so Jonathan and his colleagues put off 
council till the next day, and went off witoout au 
When I WAS informed of these affairs, I determined .to 
the city of Tiberias in the morning. AcccHrdinffly, on Un 
day, anout the first hour of the day, I came trom Tari 
and found the multitude already assembled in the Prone* 
but on what account they bad gotten together, thoM 
were assembled did not know. But when Jonathan ;ti 
colleagues saw me there unexpectedly, they wefe in dm 
after which they raised a report 01 their own ooQtnh 
that Roman horsemen were seen at a place called Ujn 
the borders of Galilee, thirty furlongs distant from tin 
Upon which report Jonathan and his colleagoca cuqi 
exhorted me not to neglect this matter, nor to auffnr :ldk< 
to be spoiled by the enemy. And this they «aid wUb 
sign to remove me out of the city, under the-pretenoeH 
want of extraordinary assistance, while they xnightfcli 
the dty to be my enemy. 

55. As for myself, although I knew of their desigo,/fi 
I comply with what they proposed, lest the people 01 ' 
rias should have occasion to suppose that I was pot a 
of their security. I therefore went out : but when I jvi 
the place, I found not the least footst^ of any enensj. 
returned as fast as ever I could, and found the whole oc 
assembled, and the body of the people gotten togt tber, 
Jonathan and his colleagues bringing vehement aocusf 
agunst me, as one who had no concern to ease tbem H 

* It ia worth nodog heite, that there was now a great Profleucfas, or pi 
prayer, in the qtj of Tiberias itself, though such Piofltnc^ uiri to be 
cities, as the synagognes were within them ; of them, tee Le Mojnt 0a 
carp's epistle, page 76. It is also worth our remark, that the Jews in tl 
of Josephua used to dine at the sixth hour or noon ; and that in obcdie 
that notions of the law of Moses also. 
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uid Jamnia, and Aretfausa ; aad in like manner deall he witii 
die marititne cities, Gaza, and Joppa, and Dora, and that 
irhich was anciently called Strato's Tower ; but was afterward 
rebuilt with most magnificent edifices, and had its name 
changed to Cstsarea by king Herod. All which he restored 
to their own citizens, and put them under the province of 
Syria : which province, together with Judea, and the coun- 
tries as far as Egypt and Euphrates, he committed to Scaurus 
as their governor, and gave him two legions to suppoit him ; 
while he made all the haste he could himself to go through 
Cilicia, in his way to Rome, having Aristobulus and his 
children along with him as his captives. They were two 
daughters, and two sons ; the one of which sons, Alexander, 
ran away as he was going ; but the younger, Antigonus, with 
his sisters, were carried to Home. 



CHAP. VIII. 

Alexander y the mm of Aristobulus^ who ran away from Pom- 
pey^ maktM an expedition against Hyrcanus ; but being 
overcome by Gabinias^ he delivers up the fortresses to . Um, 
After this Aristobulus escapes from Rome^ and gathers an 
army together^ but being beaten by the Romans, he is 
brought back to Rome; with other things relating to Ga- 
binius, Crassusj and Cassius. 

§ 1. In the mean time, Scaurus made an expedition into 
Arabia, but was stopped by the difficulty of the places about 
Petra. However, be laid waste the country about Pella ; 
though even there he was under great hardship ; for his army 
was afflicted with famine. In order to supply which want, 
Hyrcanus afforded him some assistance, and sent him provi- 
sions by the means of Antipater ; whom also Scaurus sent to 
Aretas, as one w^ll acquainted with him, to induce him to 
pay him money to buy his peace. The king of Arabia* com- 
plied with the proposal, and gave him three hundred talents ; 
upon which Scaurus drew his army out of Arabia. 

2. But as for Alexander, that son of Aristobulus, who ran 
away from Pompey, in some time he got a considerable band 
of men together, and lay heavy upon Hyrcanus, and overran 

* Take the Hke attetUlkm to the trnth of the aibinuriDii of Aretas, king 
of Avahia, to Scaurua, the Roman genezal, in the words of Dean Aklrich : 
•( Hence," saya he, *' is derired that old and famous denarius, belonging to 
the Emilian family [represented in Ha¥ercamp*8 edition] ; wherein Aretas ap. 
Mrs in a posture of supplication, and taking hold of a camel's bridle with his 
kft hand, and with his right hand presenting a branch of the frankinceose-tree, 
with this incription, M. SCAURUS £X S. C and beneath, REX ARK* 
1?AS.- 
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bociy, whom I esteemed the most courageous^ and mostfahk 
ful, to hide daggers under their garments, and to go alov 
with me, that we might defend ourselves, if any attack should 
be made upon us by our enemies. I also myself took mj 
breast-plate, and girded on my sword, so that it might be,« 
far as it was possible, concealed, and came into the Pio- 
seucha. 

67. Now Jesus, who was the ruler. Commanded that tiiej 
should exclude all that came with me, for he kept the door 
himself, and suffered none but his friends to go iu. And 
while we were engaged in the duties of the day, and bad be- 
taken ourselves to our prayers, Jesus got up and inquired of 
me what was become of the vessels that were taken cot of 
the king's palace, when it was burnt down, [and] of that un- 
coined silver : and in whose possession they now were? TUb ' 
he said, in order to drive away time till John should cook, * 
I said that Capellus, and the ten principal men of TiberiM^ 
had them all ; and I told him that they might ask them wfae^ 
ther I told a lie or not. And when they said they bad tbeiH 
he asked me, what is become of those twenty pieces of gold ~ 
which thou didst receive upon the sale of a certain weight of 
uncoined money P I replied, that I had given them to those 
ambassadors of theirs, as a maintenance for them, when thn- 
were sent bv them to Jerusalem. So Jonathan and his eoL 
leagues siua, that I had not done well to pay the ambasndon 
out of the public money. And when the multitude were veiy 
angry at them for this, for they perceived the wickedneei it 
the men, I understood that a tumult was gcnng to arise; and 
bring desirous to provoke the people to a greater rage againil 
the men, I said, '* But if I have not done well in paying our 
ambassadors out of the public stock, leave off your anger it 
me, for I will repay the twenty pieces of gold myself." . 

58. When I had said this, Jonathan and his colleagues 
held their peace ; but the people were still more irritated 
against them, upon their openly showing their unjust ill-will 
to me. When Jesus sa^ this change in the people, he or- 
dered them to.depart, but desired the senate to stay; for tbit 
thev could not examine things of such a nature in a tumult; 
and, as the people were crying out that they would not leave 
me alone, there came one and told Jesus and his friends pri- 
vately, that John and his armed men were at hand : wber^ 
upon Jonathan and his colleagues, being able to contain 
themselves no longer (and perhaps the providence of God 
hereby procuring my deliverance ; for, had not this been so, 
I had certainly been destroyed by John), said, ^* O you peo- 
ple of Tiberias, leave off this inquiry about the twenty pieces 
of gold ; for Josephus hath not deserved to die for them; but 
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he hath ^served it by his desire of tyrannizing, and by 
cheating the multitude of the Galileans, with his speeches, in 
order to gain the dominion over them.^ When he had said 
•this, they presently laid hands upon me, and endeavoured to 
kill me : but, as soon as those that were with me saw what 
they did, they drew their swords, and threatened to smite 
them, if they offered any violence to me. The people also 
took up stones, and were about to throw them at Jonathan ; 
and 8o they snatched me from the violence of my enemies. 

59. But, as I was gone out a little way, I was just upon 
meeting John, who was marching with his armed men. So 
I was afraid of him and turned aside, and escaped by a nar- 
row passage to the lake, and seized on a ship, and embarked 
m it, and sailed over to Tarichese. So, beyond my expecta- 
tKHS, I escaped this danger. Whereupon I presently sent 
for the chief of the Galileans, and told them after what man- 
ner, against all faith given, I had been very near to destruc- 
tioQ from Jonathan and his colleagues, and the people of 
Tiberias. Upon which the multitude of the Galileans were 
?eiy angry, and encouraged me to delay no longer to make 
war upon them, but to permit them to go against John^ and 
ptterly to destroy him, ias well as Jonathan and his colleagues. 
However, I restrained them, though they were in such a 
nge, and desired them to tarry a white, till we should be io- 
fiirmed what orders those ambassadors that were sent by them 
'tQ the city of Jerusalem, should bring thence ; for I told 
them, that it was best for them to act according to their 
determination; whereupon they were prevailed on. At which 
time also, John, when the snares he had laid did not take 
effect, returned back to Gischala. 

60. Now in a few days those ambassadors whom we had 
sent, came back again and informed us, that the people were 
ffreatly provoked at Ananus, and Simon the son of Gama- 
liel, and their friends ; that, without any public determina^ 

.tioD, they had sent to Galilee, and had done their endeavours 
that I might be turned out of the government. The ambas- 
■adors said further, that the people were ready to burn their 
houses. They also brought letters, whereby the chief men 
of Jerusalem, at die earnest petition of the people, confirmed 
me in the government of Gralilee, and enjoined Jonathan and 
his colleagues to return home quickly. When I had gotten 
these letters, I came to the village Arbela,* where I procured 
jUk assembly of the Galileans to meet, and bid the ambassa- 
dors declare to them the anger of the people of Jerusalem at 
what had been done by Jonathaa and bis colleagues, and how 
much they hated their wicked doings, and how they had ctn- 
firmed me in the government of their country ; as also what 
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related to the order they had in writing for Jonatimn and bb 
eoUeagues to return home. So I imn^iately sent tbetn tl»- 
tetter, and bid him that carried it to inqnire^ as well n h 
eottld, how they intended to act [on this oocaaion.]] 

•01. Now when they had received that letter^ atid^pere 
thereby greatly disturbed, they sent for John, and for fbe 
^senators of Tiberias, and for the principal men of tbe Gahiu 
rens^ and proposed to hold a eoancil, and desired f heai la 
consider what was to be done by them. Howeyer, the gs- 
vemors of Tiberias were greatly disposed to keep tbe goiWD- 
<ment to themselves ; for they said it was not fit to desert tMr 
city, now it was committed to their trust, and diat otlienriae 
H should not delay to fall upon them ; for they pretended 
•Adsely that so I had threatened to do. Now John was ndt 
only df their opinion, but advised them that two t)f then 
•should ao to accuse me before the multitude [at JemsalenJ 
•chat I do not manage the affairs of Galilee as I ought to do^ 
and that they would easily persuade the peode, becaase-af 
their dignity, and because the whole multitude are very mu- 
table. When therefore it appeared that John bad suggertid 
the wisest advice to them, they resolved that two o^ dw, 
Jonathan and Ananias, should go to the people of JeruaaliW, 
and the other two [Simon and Joesar^ should be left ijehial 
to tarry at Tiberias. They idso took along with diem airaa- 
^red soldiers for th^r guard. 

^2. However, the eoverncnrs of Tiberias took care to have > 
their city secured wiui walls, and commanded their inhaU- 
tants to take their arms. They also sent for a great *atm 
soldiers from John to assist them against me, if there sbaaH 
be occasion for them. Now John was at <Gi6ohala. •&»»• 
than, therefore, and those that were with him, when Aey acre 
departed from Tiberias, and as soon as they were oome It 
-Dabaritta,;a village that lay in the utmost parts of <6alileeii 
-thoigreat plain, they about midnight fell among the ^guardsl 
'had set, who both commanded them to lay aside thor mmf 
-pons, and kept them in bonds upon the place, as I had 
charged them to ;do. This news was written to bk by 
licvi, who had the command of that guard committed ta Imm 
by me. Hereupon I said nothing of it for two days; aod, 
.pretending to know nothing about it, I sent a message to the 
•people of Tiberias^ and advised them to lay th^ arms aside^ 
and to 'dismiss their^men, that they might go home. Bat 
•supposing (that. Jonathan, and those that were witli bim, wcse 
'already arrived at Jerusalem, they made reproachfull answen 
to me; yetwas I not terrified thereby, but contrived another 
stratagem against them ; for I did not think it agreeable with 
)>iety ; to kindie'tfae fire of war against the citiaens. As I Mi 
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IftsifotM to dmw those men away from Tiberias, I chose out 
pm thousand of the best of my armed men, and divided them 
Im0 three bodies^ and ordered them to go pnTotely, and lie 
Mttl: aa an ambush in the* villages. I also led a thousand into 
another village, 'which lay indeed in the mountains^ as did the 
idicrB, but only four furlongs distant from Tiberias^ and ffave 
•iden, that when they saw my signal they sliouldsoome down 
iamcdiately : while I myself lay with my soldiers in the sight 
ofj every body. Hereupon the people of Tiberias, at the 

£tof mej came running out of the oity perpetually, and 
led' me greatly. Nay, their madness was come to that 
faeqgbt^ that they made a decent bier for me, and standing 
afaMtt it they mourned over me in the way of jest and sport ; 
■dt I could not but be myself in a pleasant humour upon 
d»} ngbt of this madness of theirs. 

est And now, being desirous to catch Simon by a wile, 
.■kt«Eoazar with him, I sent a message to them, and desired 
[Ann to come a little way out of the city, and many of their 
iftendB to guard them ; for I said I would come down to 
ftsm^ and make a league with them, and divide the govem- 
int of Galilee with them. Accordingly Simon was deluded 
itoiaooount of his imprudence, and out of the hopes of gain, 
^ did not deli^ to come ; but Joazar suspecting snares^ were 
mA for him, staid behind So when Simon wae come out» 
tdb hisiriends with him for his guard, I met bim^ and^saluted 
Em^ with great civility, and professed that I waS' obliged to 
dn; for his coming- up to me : but a little while afterward I 
iBaiited along with- him, as though I would say something to 
lasKby himiKif^ and, when I had drawn him a good way front 
ii»ineods, I took him about the middle^ and gave him to 
my friends that w^re with me, to carry him into a village; 
i&id,.aoDmianding my armed men lo comedown, I with them 
made an assault upon Tiberias. Now as the fight grew hot 
on both sides, and: the soldiers bekmgipg to Tiberias were in 
■kfuTf way to conquer me,, (for my armed men were already 
flaiiaway,) I saw the posture of flayafifairs; and euoouraging 
those that were with me,. I pursued those of Tiberias, even 
when they, were already conquerors, into the city. I alto 
seat another band. of soldiers into the city by the lake, and 
gav^tbem orders to set on fire the first house they could* 
aeaej upon. When this was done, the people of Tiberias 
tknigikthat their city was takeniby force, and so threw down 
thetr arms for fear, and implored^ they^ their wives^ and ohil- 
drenvtbatl would spare their city. So I was overpersuaded 
by dbeir entreaties^ and restrained- the scddiersfrom the vehe- 
mtncy with whieh they pucsued them; white I m^lf, upon 
the coming on of the. evening, leturned bock with my soU 
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dierSy and went to refresh ravself. I also invited Simoo to i' 
sup with me, and comfortecT him on occasion of what had 
happened ; and I promised that I would send him safe sod 
secure to Jerusalem, and withal would give him provisioiii 
for his journey thither. 

64.. But on the next day I brought ten thousand armed 
men with me, and came to Tiberias. I then sent for the 
principal men of the multitude into the public place, and en- 
joined them to tell me who were the authors of the revolt; 
and when they had told me who the men were, I sent tbem 
bound to the city Jotapata. But as to Jonathan and Ananias, 
I freed them from their bonds, and gave them provisions for 
their journey, together with Simon and Joazar, and five hun- . 
dred armed men who should guard th^m, and so I sent them J 
to Jerusalem. The people of Tiberias also came to me again, 
and desired that I would forgive them for what they hadcboe, 
and they said they would amend what they had done amiis 
with regard to me, by their fidelity for the time to come ; and 
they besought me to preserve what spoils remuned upoh the 
plunder of the city, for those that had lost them. Accord- 
ingly I enjoined those that had got them, to bring them all 
before us : and when they did not comply for a great while, fc 
and I saw one of the soldiers that were about me with t ^ 
garment on that was more splendid than ordinary, I asked him i 
whence he had it F and when he replied, that he bad it out cf c 
the plunder of the city, I had him punished with Btripes, and c 
I threatened all the rest to inflict a severer punishment upon ji 
them, unless they produced before us whatsoever tfa^ liad 1' 
plundered ; and when a great many spoils were brought toge- 
ther, 1 restored to every one of Tiberias what tliey claimed 
to be their own. 

65. And now I am come to this part of my narration, I 
have a mind to say a few things to Justus, who hath himself 
written an history concerning these afiairs ; as also to others 
who profess to write history, but have little regard to truth, 
and are not afraid, either out of ilUwill or good-will to some 
persons, to relate falsehoods. These men do, like those who 
compose forged deeds and conveyances ; and because they 
are not brought to the like punishment with them, they have 
no regard to truth. When, therefore, Justus undertook to 
write about these facta^ and about the Jewish war, that he 
might appear to have been an industrious man, he falsified 
in what he related about me, and could not speak truth even 
about his own country ; whence it is, that being belied by 
him, I am under a necessity to make my defence; and so i 
shall say what I have concealed till now. And let no one 
wonder that I have not told the world these things a great 
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vrliile ago. For although it be necessary for an historian to 
write the truth, yet is such a one not bound severely to an- 
imadvert on the wickedness of certain men ; not out of any 
favour to them, but out of an author^s own moderation. How 
then comes it to pass, O Justus, thou most sagacious of wri- 
ters (that I may addi*es6 myself to him as if he were here 
!)reseut,) for so thou boastest of thyself, that I and the Gali- 
eans have been the authors of that sedition which thy country 
engaged in, both against the Romans and against the king 
[Agnppa junior ?] For before ever I was appointed governor 
of Galilee by the community of Jerusalemt both thou, and all 
the people of Tiberias, had not only taken up arms, but had 
made war with Decapolis of Syria. Accordingly, thou hadst 
ordered their villages to be burnt, and a domestic servant of 
thine fell in the battle. Nor is it I only who say this ; 
but so it is written in the commentaries of Vespasian the em> 
peror, as also how the inhabitants of Decapolis came cla- 
mouring to Vespasian at Ptolemais, and desired that thou, 
who wast the author [of that war,] mightest be brought to 
punishment. And thou hadst certainly been punished at the 
command of Vespasian, had not king Agrippa, who had 
power given him to have thee put to death, at the earnest en- 
treaty of his sister Bernice, changed the punishment from 
death into a long imprisonment. Thy political administration 
of affairs afterward does also clearly discover both thy other 
behaviour in life, and that thou wast the occasion of thy coun- 
try's revolt from the Romans ; plain signs of which I shall 
produce presently. I have also a mind to say a few things to 
the rest of the people of Tiberias on thy account, and to de- 
monstrate to those that light upon this history, that you bear 
no good-will, neither to the Romans nor to the king. To be 
sure, the greatest cities of Galilee, O Justus, were Sepphoris, 
and thy country Tiberias. But Sepphoris, situated in the 
very midst of Galilee, and having many villages about it, and 
able with ease to have been bold and troublesome to the Ro- 
mans, if they had so pleased, yet did it resolve to continue 
fiuthful to those their masters, and at the same time exchided 
me out of their city, and prohibited all their citizens from 
joining with the Jews in the war, and that they might be out 
of danger from me, they by a wile got leave of me to fortify 
their city with walls ; they also, of their own accord, admitted 
of a garrison of Roman legions, sent them bv Cestius Gallus, 
who wits then president of Syria, and so had me in contempt, 
though I was then very powerful, and all were greatly afraid 
of me ; and at the same time that the greatest of our cities, 
Jerusalem, was besieged, and that temple of ours, which be- 
longed to us all, was m danger of falling under the enemy's 
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power, tbej sent no assistance thither, as not willing to have 
It thought they would bear arms against the Romans. But 
as for thy country, O Justus^ situated upon the lake of Gen- 
nesareth,anddistantrromHippe)sthirtyfurlongs, from Gadara 
sixty, and from Scythopolis, which wa& under the king's ju- 
risdiction, a hundred and twenty ; when there was no Jewish 
city near, it might easily have preserved its fidelity [to tfie 
Romans,] if it had so pleased them to do ; for the city axui 
its people had plenty of weapons. But, as thou sayest, I was 
then that author [of their revolt.] And pray, O Justus, who 
was the author afterwards f For thou knowcst that I was in 
the power of the Romans before Jerusalem was besiq^ 
and before the same time Jotapata was taken by force, as weR 
as many other fortresses, and a great many of the Galileans 
fell in the war. It was therefore then a proper time, wheir 
you were certainly freed from any fear on mj account, \a 
throw away your weapons, and to demonstrate to the king 
and to the Romans, tnat it was not of choice, but as forced 
by necessity, that you fell into the war against them ; but you 
staid till Vespasian came himself as far as your walls, with, 
his whole army ; and then you did indeed lay aside your 
weapons out of fear, and your city had for certam been taken 
by force, unless Vespasian had complied with the king's sup- 
plication for you, and had excused your madness. It was 
not I, therefore, who was the author of this, but your own 
inclinations to war. I)o not you remember how offiien I got 
you under my power, and yet put none of you to death ? nay, 

Jou once felfinto a tumult one against another, and slew one 
undred and eighty-five of your citizens, not on account of 
your good- will to the king and to the Romans, but on account 
of your own wickedness, and this while I was besieged by 
the Romans in Jotapata. Nay, indeed, were there not redc- 
oned up two thousand of the people of Tiberias, during the 
siege of Jerusalem, some of whioi were slain, and the rest 
caught and carried captives? But thou wilt pretend that thou 
didst not engage in the war, since thou didst flee to the kiu^. 
Yes, indeed, thou didst flee to him ; but I say it was out of 
fear of me. Thou sayest indeed, that it is I who am a wicked 
man. But then, for what reason was it that king Agrippa, 
who procured thee thy life when thou wast condemned to 
die by Vespasian, and who bestowed so much riches upon 
thee, did twice afterward put thee in bonds, and as oltea 
obliged thee to run away from thy country, and; when he had 
once ordered thee to be put to death, he granted thee a par* 
don at the earnest desire of Bemice P and, when (after so 
many of thy wicked pranks) he had made thee his secretaiy, 
he caught thee falsifjring his epistles, and drove thee away 
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fWMM his fiigbt. But I shall not inquire accurately into these 
inaftters of scandal against thee. Yet cannot I but wonder at 
tby impfudence, when thou hast the assurance to say that thou 
ha0t better related these affairs [of the war] than have all the 
flKhers that have written about them, whilst thou didst not 
know what was done in Galilee; for thou wast then at Berytus 
with the king : nor didst thou know how much the Romans 
suffered at the siege of Jotapata, or what miseries they brought 
upon «is; nor oouldst thou learn by inquiry what I did du- 
ring that siege myself; for all those that might afford such 
information were quite destroyed in that siege. But perhaps 
thou wilt say^ thou bast written of what was done against the 
people of Jerusalem exactly. But how should that be ? for 
aeitber wast thou concerned in that war, nor bast thou read 
the commentaries oiP Csesar ; of which we have evident proof, 
because thou bast contradicted those commentaries of Caesar 
in thy history. But if thou art so hardy as to affirm that 
Aou hast written that history better than all the rest, why 
didst thou not publish thy history while the emperors Vespa- 
sian and Titus, the eenerals in that war, as well as king 
Agrippa and his family^ wlio were men very well skilled in 
the learning of the Greeks, were ail alive ? for thou hast had 
it twritten these twenty years ; and then migbtst thou have 
bfld the testimony of thy accuracy. But now, when these 
men are no longer with us, and tKou thinkest thou oanst not 
be contradicted, thou venturest to publish it. But then I was 
not in like manner afraid of my own writing, but I offered 
my books to the ^enperors themselves, when the facts were 
almost under men^s eyes ; for I was conscious to myself^ that 
I bad observed the tvath of the facts; and as I expected to 
have tlheir attestation to them, so I was not deceived in such 
expectation. Moreoverj I immediately presented my history 
to many other persons, some of whidi were oonceroed in the 
«rar, as was king Agrippa and some of bis kindred. Now 
the emperor Titus was so desirous that the knowledge of these 
dTairs should be taken from these bodes alone, thai be sub- 
aembed his own ihaad to them, and ordered that they should 
be 'published; and for king Agrippa, he wrote me sixty-two 
letters, and attested to the truth of what I bad therein deli- 
Kored ; two of which letters I have here suUciaed, and thou 
fnayat >tbereby know their contents. ** King Agrippa to 
Josephus, his dear friend, sendeth greeting. I have read 
09er thy book with great pleasure, and it appears to me, that 
thou hast done it much more accurately, and with greater care, 
than hare the other writers. Send me the rest of these books. 
Fanewell, my dear friend.^-— ^^ King Agrippa to Josephus, 
his dear friend, sendeth greeting. It seems by what thou hast 
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written, that thou standest in need of no instructioDi in order 
to our information from the beginning. However, when 
thou comest to me, I will inform thee of a great many things 
which thou dost not know."*^ So when this history was per- 
fected, Agrippa, neither by way of flattery, which was not 
agreeable to him, nor by way of irony, as thou wilt say (for 
he was entirely a stranger to such an evil disposition of 
mind,) but he wrote this by way of attestation to what was 
true, as all that read histones may do. And so much shall 
be said concerning Justus^* which I am obliged to add by 
way of digression. 

66. Now when I had settled the affieurs of Tiberias, and 
had assembled my friends as a sanhedrim, I consulted what 
I should do as to John. Whereupon it appeared to be the 
opinion of all the Galileans, that I should arm them all, and 
march against John, and punish him as the author of all the 
disorders that had happened. Yet was not I pleased with 
their delermination ; as purposing to compose these troubles 
without bloodshed. Upon this I exhorted them to use the 
utmost care to learn the names of all that were under John; 
which when they had done, and I thereby was apprised who 
the men were, I published an edict, wherein I ciffered secu- 
rity and my right hand to such of John^s party as had a mind 
to repent ; and I allowed twenty days time to such as would 
take this most advantageous course for themselves. 1 also 
threatened, that unless they threw down their arms, I would 
burn their houses, and expose their goods to public sale. 
When the men heard of this, they were in no small disorder, 

* The character of this history of Justus of Tiberias, the rxTal of our Joie- 
phuSf which is now lost, with its otily remaining fragment, ate gifcn vs by • 
very able critic, Photius, who read that history. It is in the 3& code of hii 
Bibliotba, and runs thus : '« I have read (says Photius) the chronology of 
Justus of Tiberias, whose titk is this, [ The dtronology of] the KUtgt qf Jn» 
dahy which tucceeded one another. This [Justus] came out of the city Tibe- 
rias in Galilee. He begins hia history finom Moses, and ends it not tiU the 
death of Agrippa, the seventh [ruler] of the family of Herod, and the IsK 
king of the Jews ; who took the government under Claudius, had it aug- 
mented under Nero, and still more augmented by Vespasian. He died in 
the third year of Trajan, where also his history ends. He is very oondse in 
bis language, and slightly passes over those affaiw that were most neoeswy 
to be insisted on ; and being under the Jewish prejudices, as indeed fat was 
himself also a Jew by birth, he makes not the least mention of the appesr- 
ance of Christ, or what things happened to him, or of the wonderftil worb 
that he did. He was the son of a certain Jew whose name was JPUtmg. He 
was a man, as he is described by Josephus, of a most profligate character; • 
slave both to money and to pleasures. In public affairs he was opposite to 
Josephus ; and it is related, that he laid many plots against him, but that 
Josephus, though he had his enemy frequently under his power, did only re- 
proach him in words, and so let him go without farther punishment. He 
says also, that the history which this man wrote is, for the main, fabulooi, 
and chiefly as to those parts where he describes the Roman war with the Jews, 
and the taking of Jerunlem.*' 
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and deserted John ; and to the number uf four thousand, 
threw down their arms, and came to me. So that no others 
staid with John but his own dtizens, and about fifteen hun- 
dred strangers that came from the metropolis of Tyre : and, 
when John saw that he had been outwitted by my stratagem, 
he continued afterward in his own country, and was in great 
fear of me. 

67. But about this time it was that the people of Seppho- 
ris grew insolent, and took up arms, out of a confidence they 
had in the strength of their walls, and because they saw me 
engaged in other affairs also. So they sent to Cestius Cal- 
lus, who was president to Syria, and desired that he would 
either come quickly to them, and take their city under his 
protection^ or send them a garrison. Abcordingly Gallus 
promised them to come, but did not send word when he 
would come : and, when I had learned so much, I took the 
soldiers that were with me, and made an assault upon the 

E>pie of Sepphoris, and took the city by force. The Gali- 
ns took this opportunity, as thinking they bad now a pro- 
per time for shewing their hatred to them, since they bore ill- 
will to that city also. They then exerted themselyes, as if 
they would destroy them all utterly, with those that sojourn- 
ed there also. So they ran upon them, and set their houses 
on fire, as finding them without inhabitants ; for the men out 
of fear ran together to the citadel. So the Galileans carried 
off every thing, and omitted no kind of desolation which they 
oould bring upon their eountrymen. When I saw this, I was 
exceedingly troubled at it, and commanded them to leave off, 
and put them in mind -that it was not agreeable to piety to 
do such things to their countrymen : but since they neither 
would hearken to what I exhorted, nor to what I command- 
ed them to do (for the hatred they bore to the people there 
was too hard for my exhortations to them), I bid those my 
friends, who were most faithful to me, and were about me, 
to give out reports, as if the Romans were falling upon the 
other part of the city with a great army; and this I did, that, 
by such a report being spread abroad, I might restrain the 
violence of tne Galileans, and preserve the city of Seppho- 
ris. And at length this stratagem had its effect ; for, upon 
hearing this report, they were in fear for themselves, and so 
they left off plundering, and ran away ; and this more espe- 
cially, because they saw me, their general, do the same also ; 
for, that I might cause this report to be believed, I pretended 
to be in fear as well as they. Thus were the inhabitants 
of Sepphoris unexpectedly preserved by this contrivance of 
mine. 

68. Nay indeed, Tiberias had like to have been plundered 
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by tlie Galileans also upon the folbwiog occasioa.; the chkf 
meo of the senate wrote to the kisg, aod dcoiced that hi 
would come to them^ and take poaaession of their aby.. Tht 
king promised tocome,^ and wrote a letter in aBsver ta theif% 
and gave it to one of his bed-chamber, wboae name was Grui' 
pus, and who was by birth a Jew,, to carxj it to Tibmaa 
When the Galileans knew that this man carried such a kttM^ 
they caught him, and brought him to me ; but aa soon asithe 
whole multitude heard of it, they were enraged, and betpoh 
themselves to their arans. So a great manj of tbeiD gat to* 
gether from all quarters the next dayy and caiae to Im;«I^ 
Asocbis, where I then lodged, and made heavy damoun^ and 
called the city Tiberias a traitor to them,, and a inmd te tbt 
king ; and desired leave d* me to go down and uttarix ith 
stroy it ; for they bore the like ill-will to the people o£ Tike* 
rias^ as they did to those of Sef^horis^ 

69. When I heard this, I was in doubt what to do^ and 
hesitated by what means I might deliver Tiberiaa frook thff 
rage of the Galileans ; for I could not deny that.thoae.ofTi* 
bmaa had written to the kio^ and invited, him to oone la 
them ; for hia letters to them m answer tluffetcs would fuJIv 
prove the truth of that. So I aat a loi^ ti«w tpusinfl wm 
myself, and then said to tlwm* ^^ I know well enauda tbM 
the people of Tiberias have offended ; nor shall I foffoid yen 
to plunder the cttv. However, such things ouffht.t/^be:9ine 
with diEycretiQn i for they of Tiberiaa have not been tba- qo[||| 
betrayers of our liberty, but maay of the most eminent f%^ 
triots of the Galiteans, as they pretended to be, ka:«e dooia 
the same. Tarry, therefore, till I shall thorou^v find QUI 
those authors of our danger, and then you shall have tbeA 
all at once under your power, with all such aa you shall jmuh 
selves bring in also."" Upon, myr saying Urn, I pacified tha 
multitude, and they left off their anger, and went tkeit wayv; 
and I gave orders that be who brought the king's letAersslmlA 
be put into bonds ; but in a few days I pretended that! waa 
obliged, by a necesaary affair of m^ own, to eo out oC timi 
kingdom. I then called Crispus privately,, and ordiei:td bifk 
to make the soldier that kept him, drunk» and to rw avarj t» 
the king. So when Tiberias waa in danger of being qtterly 
destroyed a second time, it escaped the danger by my ekiiiw 
management, and the care tliat I had for it3 preiervajtioOb 

7(X About this time it was that Justus, the SOO; of Piitut, 
without my knowledge, ran away to the king ; tJbQ ocquriaai 
of which I will here relate. Upon the banning of tba- war 
between the Jews and the Romans, the people of TU^rian- 
resolved to submit to the king, and not to revolt froo) tha: 
Romans; while Justus tried to persuade theni to betake 
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imeelves to their arms, as being himself desirous of inno- 
ions, and haying hopes of obtaining the govenuneat o£ 
lilee, as wi^ll as of his own country [Tiberiasi also. Yet 
1 he not obtain what be hoped for ; because the GaUleaoB 
re ill- will to those of Tiberias, and thia on accouiH of their 
i^er at what miseries ihej jhad auffeced &om them before 
i war; thence it was^ that they would not endure that J.u&- 

aboukl be their governor. I iByaelf also, who had been 
rusted by the oommuoity tof Jerusalem with the govem- 
nt of Galilee, did frequently eooie to that degree of rage 
Justus, that I had almost iresolvied to kill him, as not -able 
bear his mischievous diaposition. He was therefore much 
aid of me, lest at length my passion should come to extre- 
:y ; so he went to the king, aa supposing that he would 
ell belter, and more safely with him. 
n. Now when the people .of Sepphoris had, in so surpris- 
; a manner, escaped itheir first danger, tbeyaent toCestius 
Uus, and desired him to oome to them immediately, and 
e possession of their city« or else to send forces suffident 
repress all there enemies* incursions upon them ; and ait 

last they did prevail with Gallus to send them a consider- 
e army^ Ixith of horse and ibot, which came in the night- 
te, and which they admitted into the city. But whea the 
intry round about it was harassed by tlie Roman army, I 
k those isoldiejis that were about me, and came to Garisme ; 
re I cast up a hank, a good way off the city Sepphoris; 
1 when I was at twenty furlongs distance, I came upon it 
qight, and made An assault upoo its walls mtb my forces ; 
1 when I had prdered a conmderable number of my soldiers 
scale them with ladders, I became master of diet greatest 
t of the city. But soon after, oiir unacquaintedoess with 

places fofD^ us to letire, after we had killed twelve of 

Boman footmen^ and two horsemen, and a kw of the 
pie of Seppborist with ;the Jioss of only a ungle man of 
' own. And when it aifterward came to a battle m the 
in .against the horsemen* and we had undergone the dan- 
s of it courag^udy for a long time, we were beaten ; for 
>n the Romans enpompassing me about, my soldiers were 
lid, and fled b^ck. There fell ia that :hattle one of ithose 
t hfd been intrust^ to guard my body, his name was Jiis- 

who at this time had the same post with the kkig. At 

same time also, there came fbaoes,. botli Jiorsemen and 
tmen, from the king, and SyUa their AHumander^ who 
( Ae i^ptain of this guard ; this ^Ua pitched his camp 
ive furlongs distance from Julias, and set a guard. upon 

jroads, bo^ that which led to Cana, and that which led 
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to the fortress Gamala, that he might binder their inhalM- 
tants from getting provisions out of Galilee. 

72. As soon as I bad gotten intelligence of this, I sent two 
thousand armed men, and a captain over them, whose name 
was Jeremiah^ who raised a bank a furlong off Julias, near 
to the river Jordan^ and did no more than skirmish with the 
€nemy ; till I took three thousand soldiers myself, and came I 
to them. But on the next day^ when I had laid an ambush \ 
in a certain valley, not far from the banks^ I provoked tliose 
that belonged to the king to come to a battle, and gave or- 
ders to my own soldiers to turn their backs upon them, until 
they should have drawn the enemy away from their camp^ 
and brought them out into the field, which was done accord- 
ingly ; for Sylla, supposing that our .party did really run 
away^ was ready to pursue them, when our soldiers that laj 
in ambush took them on their backs, and put them all into 
great disorder. I also immediately made a sudden turn with 
my own forces, and met those of the king^s party, and put 
them to flight And I had performed great things that day, 
if a certain fate had not been my hindrance ; for tlie horse 
on which I rode, and upon whose back I fought, fell into a 
quagmire, and threw me on the ground, and I was bruised 
on my wrist, and parried into a village named Cephanwm 
or Capernaum. When my soldiers heard of this, they were 
afraid I had been worse hurt than I was : and so they did not 
go on with their pursuit any farther, but returned in very 
great concern for me. I therefore sent for the physicians, 
and while I was under their hand, I continued feverish that 
day ; and, as the physicians directed, I was at night removed 
to Taricheae. 

73. When Syila and his party were infonned what had 
happened to me, they took courage again ; and understand- 
ing that the watch was negligently kept in our camp, they by 
night placed a body of horsemen in ambush beyond Jordan, 
and wnen it was day they provoked us to fight ; and as we did 
not refuse it, but came into the plain, their horsemen appear- 
ed out of that ambush in which they had lain^and put our men 
into disorder, and made them rdn away ; so they slew six men 
of our side. Yet did they not gooff with the victory at last ; 
for when they heard that some armed men were sailed from 
Taricheae to Julias they were afraid, and retired. 

74. It was not now long before Vespasian came to Tyre, 
and king Agrippa with him ; but the Tyrians began to speak 
reproachfully of the king, and called him an enemy to the 
Romans. For they said, that Philip, the general of his 
army, had betrayed the royal palace, and the Roman forces 
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that were in Jerusalem^ and that it was done by his com- 
mand. When Vespasian heard this report, be rebuked the 
Tjrrians, for abusing a man who was both a king, and a friend 
to the Romans ; but he exhorted the kin^ to send Philip to 
Bome, to answer for what he had done, l)efore Nero. But 
when Philip was sent thither, he did not come into the sight 
of Nero, for he found him very near death on account of the 
troubles that then happened, and a civil war ; and so he re- 
turned to the king. But when Vespasian was come to Ptole- 
iDaia, the chief men of Decapolis of Syria made a clamour 
against Justus of Tiberias, because he bad set their villages 
on fire: so Vespasian delivered him to the king, to be put to 
death by those under the king^s jurisdiction ; yet did the king 
loolyl put him into bonds, and concealed what he had dohe 
tram Vespasian, as I have before related. But the people 
of Seppboris met Vespasian, and saluted him, and had forces 
lent them, with Placidus their commander : he also went up 
with them, as I also followed them, till Vespasian came into 
Galilee. As to which coming of his, and after what man- 
ner it was ordered, and how he fought his first battle with me 
Kiear the village Taricheae, and how from thence they went 
Id Jotapata, and how I was taken alive and bound, and how 
I was afterwards loosed, with all that was done by me in the 
Jewish war, and during the siege of Jerusalem ; I have ac- 
curately related them in the books tonceming the War of the 
Jews. However, it will, I think, be fit for me to add now 
an account of those actions of my life, which I have not re- 
lated in that book of the Jewish War. 

7B* For when the siege oi Jotapata was over, and I was 
among the Romans, I was kept with much care, by means of 
the great respect that Vespasian showed me. Moreover, at 
his commana I married a virgin,* who was from among the 
eaptives of that country : yet did she not live with me long, 
but was divorced, upon my being freed from my bonds, and 
my going to Alexandria. However, I married another wife 
It Alexandria, and was thence sent, together with Titus, to 
the siege of Jerusalem, and was frequently in dan^r of being 
put to death : while both the Jews were very desirous to get 
me under their power, in order to have me punished ; and 
the Romans also, whenever they were beaten, s^upposed that 
it was occasioned by my treachery, and made continual clam- 

* Here Josephns, a priest, bonesUy eonfeues that he did that at the com- 
nand of Vespasian, which he had before told us was Mot lawful for a j^riest 
D do li]r tiie law of Moses, Antiq. B. iii. ch. xii. sect. 3, vol. i. I muhy the 
ftldng a captive woman to wife. See also against Apion, B. i* ch. vii voL 
r. But he seems to have been quickly sensible that his compliance with the 
ommand of an emperor would not okuh him, for he aoon put her away, at 
Idand justly observes here. 
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ours to the emperors, and desired that they would bring me 
to that punishment, as a traitor to them : but Titus Cienr 
was well acquainted with the uncertain fortune of war, and 
returned no answer to the soldiers^ vehement solicitatkmi 
against me. Moreover, when the city Jerusalem was takes 
by force, Titus Caesar persuaded me frequently to take what- 
soever I would out of the ruins of mv country, and said, that 
he gave me leave so to do. But when my country was de* 
stroyed^ I thought nothing else to be of any value, whiefa I 
could take and keep as a comfort under my calamities ; so I 
made this request to Titus, that my family might have th«r 
liberty ; I had also the holy books* by Titus^s concesaiofe. 
Nor was it long after that I asked of him the life of my hn^ 
ther, and of fifty friends with him, and was not denied. Whtt j^ 
I also went once to the temple, by the permission of TS* | 
tus, where there were a great multitude of captiye womefl | 
and children, I got all those that I remembered as among 
my own friends and acquaintance, to be set free, being in L 
number about one hundred and ninety ; and so I delivend 
them without their paying any price of redemption, and re^ 
stored them to their former fortune. And when I was sedt 
by Titus Csesar with Cerelius, and a thousand horsemeftf to 
a certain village called Thecoa^ in order to know whether it 
were a place fit for a camp, as I came back, I saw many otp^ 
tives crucified, and remeitibered three of them as my fomM 
acquaintance. I was very sorry at this in my mind, and went 
with tears in my eyes to Titus, and told him of them ; so hft 
immediately commanded them to be taken down, and to hate 
the greatest care taken of them in order to their recovery; 
yet two of them died under the physician's hands, while the 
third recovered. 

76. But when Titus had composed the troubles in Jadea, 
and conjectured that the lands which I had in Judea Would 
bring me in no profit, because a garrison to guard the ooan- 
try was afterward to pitch there, he gave me another coUD' 
try in the plain. And when he was going away to Romejhe 
made choice of me to sail along with him, and paid me great 
respect : and when we were come to Rome^ I bad great care 
taken of me by Vespasian ; for he gave me an apartment in 
his own house, which he lived in before he came to the em- 
pire. He also honoured me with the privilege of a Roman 
citizen ; and gave me an annual pension ; and continued to 
respect me to the end of his life, without any abatement of 
his kindness to me ; which yery thing made me envied, and 
brought me into danger ; for a certain Jew, whose name was 

* Of this most remarkable clause, and its mott important eonteqaenees, » 
EasBy on the Old Testament, page 193^196. 
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Jonathan, who had raised a tumult in Cyrene, and had per- 

mded two thousand men of that country to join with him, 

the occasion of their ruin. But when he was bound by 

governor of that country, and sent to the emperor, he told 

that I had sent him both weapons and money. How- 

, he could not conceal his being a liar from Vespasian, 

condemned him to die ; according to which sentence he 

put to death. Nay, after that, when those that envied 

TOod fortune did frequently bring accusations against me, 

God^s providence I escaped them all. I also received 

Vespasian no small quantity of land, as a free gift in 

fiidea ; about which time I divorced my wife. also, as not 

leased with her behaviour, though not till she had been the 

bolber of three children, two of which are dead, and one 

P1|oiii I named Hyrcanusy is alive. After this I married a 

rife who had lived at Crete^ but a Jew by birth ; a woman 

be was of eminent parents, and such as were the most illus- 

U8 in all the country, and whose character was beyond 

of most other women, as her future life did demonstrate. 

her I had two sons, the elder was named Justus, and the 

StmonideSf who was also named Agrijrpa. And these 

the circumstances of my domestic affairs. However^ 

kindness of the emperor to me continued still the same; 

when Vespasian was dead, Titus, who succeeded him in 

government, kept up the same respect tor me, which I 

from his father ; and when I had frequent accusations 

against me, he would not believe them. And Domi- 

who succeeded, still augmented his respects to me ; for 

punished those Jews that were my accusers^ and gave 

d that a servant of mine, who was a eunuch, and my 

r, should be punished. He also made that country 

had in Judea, tax-free ; which is a mark of the greatest 

r to him who hath it ; nay, Domitia, the wife of Csssar, 

iCOtttiDued to do me kindnesses. And this is the account of 

idle actions of my whole life ; and let others judge of my 

bdbaracter by them as they please. But to thee, O Epaphro- 

dbos,* thou most excellent of men, do I dedicate all this 

beatise of our Antiquities ; and so, for the present, I here 

conclude the whole. 

^ Of this Epaphroditus, tee the note on the Pre&oe to the Antiquitiei. 
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4. But nowy when they were come to Gralilee^ they fotmd 
that the people of that country had revolted and were in arms, 
who came very cunningly to their leader, and besought him 
to conceal his treacherous intentions by an obliging beha- 
viour to them ; accordingly, he at first made them presents, 
and afterward, as they went away, laid ambushes for them; 
and when they were come to one of the maritime cities called 
Ecdippon^ they perceived that a plot was laid for them ; for 
they were there informed of the promise of a thousand talentfl^ 
and how Antigonus had devoted the greatest number of the 
women that were with him, among the five hundrc^d, to the 
Parthians : they also perceived that an ambush was always 
laid for them by the barbarians in the night-time : they had 
been also seized upon before this, unless they had waited for 
the seizure of Herod first at Jerusalem ; because if he were 
once informed of this treachery of theirs, he would take care 
of himself; nor was this a mere report, but they saw the 
guards already not far off* them. 

6. Nor would Phasaelus think of forsaking Hyrcanusand 
flying away, although Ophelius earnestly persuaded him to 
It ; for this man had learned the whole scheme of the plot 
from Saramalla the richest of all the Syrians. But Phasae- 
lus went up to the Parthian governor, and reproached him to 
his face for laying this treacherous plot against them, and 
chiefly because he had done it for money ; and he promised 
him that he would give him more money for their preserva- 
tion than Antigonus had promised to give for the kingdom. 
But the sly Parthian endeavoured to remove all this suspi* 
cion by apologies and by oaths, and then [went to the other] 
Pacorus ; immediately after which those Parthians who were 
left, and had it in charge, seized upon Phasaelus and Hyr- 
canus, who could do no more than curse their perfidiousness 
and their perjury. 

6. In the mean time the cup-bearer was sent [back,] and 
laid a plot how to seize upon Herod, by deluding him, and 
getting him out of the city, as he was commanded to do. 
But Herod suspected the barbarians from the beginning; 
and having then received intelligence that a messenger, who 
was to bring him the letters that informed him of the trea- 
chery intended, had fallen among the enemy, he would not 
fo out of the city, though Pacorus said very positively that 
e ought to go out and meet the messengers that brought the 
letters, for that the enemy had not taken them ; and that the 
contents of them were not accounts ot* any plots upon theiDi 
but of what Phasaelus had done : yet had he heard from 
others that his brother was seized ; and Alexandra,* the 

• Mariamne here, in the eopies. 
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PREFACE. 

:f 1.* tVherxas the war which the Jews made with the 
'nomans hath been the greatest of all those, not only that 
^biTe been in our times, but, in a manner, of those that ever 
'were heard of; both of those wherein cities have fought 
aeainst cities, or nations against nations ; while some men, 
' wno were not concerned in the affairs themselves, have gotten 
'together vain and contradictory stories by hearsay, and have 
written them down after a sophistical manner: and while 
those that were there pres»ent have given false accounts of 
things ; and this either out of a humour of flattery to the Ro- 
mans, or of hatred towards the Jews ; and while their writings 
contain sometimes accusations, and sometimes encomiums, 
' but no where the accurate truth of the facts ; I have proposed 
to myself, for the sake of such as live under the government 
of the Romans, to translate those books into the Greek 
tongue, which I formerly composed in the language of our 

* I bftTe already obienred more Uian enoe, Uiat this hittory of the Jemfa 
War wai Joeephiu's first work, and published about A. D. 7A9 when he was 
bat 38 years of age; and that when be wrote it, he was nqt thoroughly ac- 
miainted with several circumstances of history from the days of Antiocfaus 
Epiphanes, with which it begins, till near his own times, contained in the 
first and former part of the second book, and so committed many iuYoluntary 
enrors therein. That he published his Antiquities 18 years afterward, in the 
ISth year of Domitian, A. D. 93, when he was mudi more completaly ao* 
quainted with those ancient times, and after he had penised those most aiu 
Uientle histories, the first book of Maccabees, and the Chronicles of the priest* 
hood of John Hyrcanus, &c. That acoordinsly be then reviewed those parts 
of the work, and gave the public a mors faithral, complete, and accurate account 
of the facts therein related ; and honestly corrected the errors he bad before run 
into. 
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country, and sent to the Upper Barbarians :* I Joseph, tbi 1^ 
son of Matthias, by birth an Hebrew, a priest also, and one 
who at first fought agiunst the Romans myself, and wii 
forced to be present at what was done afterwards ; [am the 
author of this work.] 

2. Now at the time when this great concussion of aifiuii 
happened, the affairs of the Romans were themselves in grait 
disorder. These Jews also, who were for innovations, then 
arose when the times were distuibed ; they were also b i 
flourishing condition for strength and riches, insomudi thift 
the affairs of the east were then exceeding tumultuous, wUk 
some hoped for gtun, and others were afraid of loss in indi 
troubles ; for the Jews hoped that all of dieir aatiiMi whick 
were beyond Euphrates would have raised an iosurrecboi 
together with them. The Gauls also, in the neighbourfaood 
of the Romans, were in motion, and the Celtas were not qiuet; 
but all was in disorder, after the death of Nero. Anid tk 
opportunity now offered, induced many to aim at the royil 
power ; and the soldiery affected change, out of the hopes of 
getting money. I thought it, therefcve, an abenid thmg to 
see the truth falsified in affairs of such gieat conflequenoe^adl 
to take BO notice of it; but to suffer those Greeks aiidBoBOi 
that were not in the wars, to be ignorant of these thii^g^adl 
to read either flatteries or fictions ; while the ParthiauS) mi 
Babylonians, and the remotest Arabians, and those of oar 
natioii beyond EujAiales, with the Adiabeni, fay my waeuBf 
knew accurately both whence the war b^gun, what auscriei 
it brought upon us, and after what manner it ended. 

3. It is true, these writers have the confidence to call thor 
accounts Autoraet; wherein yet they seem to me to fiul of thsir 
own puipose, as well as to relate notlung that is sound ; for 
tb^ nave a mind to demonstrate the greatness of the RfimsPS 
while they still diminish and lessen Uie actions ci the Jews; 
as not dtscpming how it cannot be that those must wpau 
to be great, who have only conquered those that were little 
Nor are they ashamed to overlook the length of the war, the 
mnkitade of the Roman forces who so greatly suffered in it, 
or the might of the commanders ; whose great labours aboat 
Jerusalem will be deemed inglorious, if what they adueved 
be reckoned but a small matter. 

* Who theie Upper Rarhamrm, remote fiam the ica, vere, Joenhoi hv* 
Hlf vill kiSaKm ui, sect. 2. viz. the ParthiaBs, and Babyloniaiifl, and lOsMS 
Anbimi [or the Jews among them ;] besidea the Jevi bcjood F^f^^t "^ 
the Adiaheni or AisTriana. Whence ve also learn, that ihcas PanfaBaMi Sft- 
bylomana, dM lemoteet Aiabiani, [or at leait the Jews among thflB»] m afas 
the Jewi beyond Euphratca, and the Adiabeni or Aiijiians, undenuod Jom- 
pfaui's Hebrew, or rather ChaUaic, book* of the Jewiah war, bcfai thflf w«e 
put into the Greek Umguage. 
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4. However, I will not go jato the other extreme, out of 
opposition to these men who extol the Romans, nor will I 
(mermine to raise the actions of my oountrymen too high ; but 
[ will prosecute the actions of both parties with accuracy. 
Vfet shall I suit m^ language to the passions I am under, as to 
Cbe affairs I -describe ; and must be allowed to indulge some 
IBnentationsupon the miseries undergone by my own country. 
9ar that it was a seditious temper of our own that destroyed 
if and diRt they were the tyrants among the Jews who brought 
h^ Soman power upon us, who uawIUingly attacked us, and 
wcaaioned the burning of our holy temple, Titus Csesar, who 
ieatEoyed it, is himself a witness, who, during the entire war, 
astied the people who were kcgpt under by the seditious, and 
lid often voluntarily delay the taking of the city, and allowed 
imiie to the siege, in order to let the authors have opportunity 
inr repentance. But if any one makes an unjust accusation 
Igaiost us, when we speak so passbnately about the tyrants, 
IT the robbers, or sorely bewail the misfortunes of our coun- 
tiy, let him indulge my affections herein, though it be contrary 
to the rules for writing history : because it had so come to 
fff/m, that our city Jerusalem had arrived at an higher degree 
if.jdicity than any other city under the Roman government, 
imd ^ct at last fell into the sorest of ^calamities again. Ae- 
iQlxliiagly it appears to me, that the misfortunes* of all men, 
from the beginning of the world, if they be compared to these 
of the Jews, are not so considerable as they were ; while the 
tutbors of them were not foreigners neither. This makes it 

e for me to contain my lamentations. But if any 
be inflexible in his censures to me, let him attribute the 
facts themselves to the historical part ; and the lamentations 
li the writer himself only. 

5. However, I may justly blame the learned men among 
the Greeks, who, when such great actions have been done in 
ihcar own times, which, upon the comparison, quite eclipse 
the old wars, do yet sit as judges of those affairs, and pass 
hittar censures upon the laoours of the best writers of anti- 

Sity ; which moderns, although they may be superior to the 
1 writers in eloquence, yet are they inferior to them in the 
execution of what they intended to do. While these also write 
new histories about the Assyrians and Medes ; as if the ancient 
writers had not described their afiairs as they ought to have 
done ; although these be as far interior to them in abilities, 
•6 they are different in their notions from them. For of old 

* That Uieic calamities of the Jews, who were our Saviour's murderers, 
woee to be the greatest that had ever been sinoe the beginning of the worid, 
oiuc Saviour haid directly foretold. Mat. xxiv. 2L Morkxiii. 19. Luke zxi. 
83, 24. and that they proved to be such accordingly, Josc^hus is here a mobt 
authentic witness. 
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to the fortress Gamala^ that he might hinder their inhabi- 
tants from getting provisions out of Galilee. 

72. As soon as I had gotten intelligence of this^ I sent two 
thousand armed men, and a captain over them^ whose name 
was Jeremiah^ who riused a bank a furlong off Julias, near 
to the river Jordan , and did no more than skirmish with the 
€nemy ; till I took three thousand soldiers myself, and came 
to them. But on the next day^ when I had laid an ambusli 
in a certain valley, not far from the banks, I provoked those 
that belonged to the king to come to a battle, and gave or- 
ders to my own soldiers to turn their backs upon them, until 
they should have drawn the enemy away from their camp, 
and brought them out into the, field, which was done accord- 
ingly ; for Sylla, supposing that our *party did really run 
away, was ready to pursue them, when our soldiers that lay 
in ambush took them on their backs, and put them all into 
great disorder. I also immediately made a sudden turn with 
my own forces, and met those of the king^s party, and put 
them to flight And I had performed great things that aay, 
if a certain fate had not been my hindrance ; for tlie horse 
on which I rode, and upon whose back I fought, fell into a 
quagmire, and threw me on the ground, and I was bruised 
on my wrist, and parried into a village named Cepkarnome 
or Capernaum, When my soldiers heard of this, they were 
afraid I had been worse hurt than I was : and so they did not 
go on with their pursuit any farther, but returned in very 
great concern for me. I therefore sent for the physicians, 
and while I was under their hand, I continued feverish that 
day ; and, as the physicians directed, I was at night removed 
to Tarichese. 

73. When Sylla and his party were informed what had 
happened to me, they took courage again ; and understand- 
ing that the watch was negligently kept in our camp, they by 
night placed a body of horsemen in ambush beyond Jordan, 
and when it was day they provoked us to fight ; and as we did 
hot refuse it, but came into the plain, their horsemen appear- 
ed out of that ambush in which they had lain,and put our men 
into disorder, and made them riin away ; so they slew six men 
of our side. Yet did they not gooff with the victory at last ; 
for when they heard that some armed men were sailed from 
Tarichese to Julias they were afraid, and retired. 

74. It was not now long before Vespasian came to Tyre, 
and king Agrippa with him ; but the Tyrians began to speak 
reproachfully of the king, and called him an enemy to the 
Romans. For tliey said, that Philip, the general of his 
army, had betrayed the royal palace, and the Roman forces 
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that were in Jerusalem^ and that it was done by his com- 
mand. When Vespasian heard this report, he rebuked the 
Tjrriaos, for abusing a man who was both a king, and a friend 
to the Romans ; but he exhorted the kine to send Philip to 
Borne, to answer for what he had done, oefore Nero. But 
when Philip was sent thither, he did not come into the sight 
of Nero, for he found him very near death on account of the 
troubles that then happened, and a civil war ; and so he re- 
turned to the king. But when Vespasian was come to Ptole- 
oais, the chief men of Decapolis of Syria made a clamour 
against Justus of Tiberias, because he had set their villages 
on fire : so Vespasian delivered him to the king, to be put to 
death by those under the king^s jurisdiction ; yet did the king 
looly] put him into bonds, and concealed what he had dobe 
fiom Vespasian, as I have before related. But the people 
of Scpphoris met Vespasian, and saluted him, and had forces 
lent them, with Placidus their commander ; he also went up 
with them, as I also followed them, till Vespasian came into 
Gralilee. As to which coming of his, and after what man- 
ner it was ordered, and how he fought his first battle with me 
near the village Tarichese, and how from thence they went 
to Jotapata, and how I was taken alive and bound, and how 
I was afterwards loosed, with all that was done by me in the 
Jewish war, and during the siege of Jerusalem ; I have ac- 
curately related them in the books Concerning the War of the 
Jews. However, it will, I think, be fit for me to add now 
an account of those actions of my life, which I have not re- 
lated in that book of the Jewish War. 

IB* For when the siege of Jotapata was over, and I was 
among the Romans, I was kept with much care, by means of 
the great respect that Vespasian showed me. Moreover, at 
lus Gcnnmand I married a virgin,* who was from among the 
captives of that country : yet did she not live with me long, 
but was divorced, upon my being freed from my bonds, and 
my gmng to Alexandria. However, I married another wife 
at Alexandria, and was thence sent, together with Titus, to 
the siege of Jerusalem, and was frequently in danger of being 
put to death : while both the Jews were very desirous to get 
me under their power, in order to have me punished ; and 
the Romans also, whenever they were beaten, supposed that 
it was occasioned by my treachery, and made continual clam- 

* Here Josephus, a priest, honestly confesses tbat he did that at the com- 
■Buid of Vespasian, which he had before told us was aot lawAil for a priest 
to do lij the law of Moses, Antiq. B. iii. ch. xii. sect. 2, yol. i. I mean, the 
iftidng a captive woman to wife. See also against Apion, B. i* ch. viL toL 
n Bat he seems to have been quickly sensible diat his compliance with the 
wnmand of an emperor would not excuse him, for he loon put ha away, at 
idmod justly observes here. 
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ours to the emperors, and desired thftt they would bring me 
to that punishment, as a traitor to them : but Titus Cflenr 
was well acquainted with the uncertain fortune of waff, uoi 
returned no answer to the soldiers^ vehement solieitationi 
against me. Moreover, when the city Jerusalem Wto tiikeil 
by force, Titus Caesar persuaded me ^equently to take what- 
soever I would out of the ruins of my country, and said, thtt 
he gave me leave so to do. But when my eountry was de* 
stroyed, I thought nothing else to be of any value, wbiefa I 
cotiid take and keep as a comfort under my calamities ; so I 
made this request to Titus, that my family might have tlwir 
liberty ; I had also the holy books* by Titns^s concesttOA. 
Nor was it long after that I asked of him the lifeof my bio' 
tber, and of fifty friends with him, and was not denied. WhM 
I also went once to the temple^ by the permission of Ti* 
tus, where there were a great multitude of captive womefe \^ 
atid children, I got all those that I remembered as among 
my own friends and acquaintance, to be set free, being it 
ti umber about one hundred and ninety ; and so I deliverdl [ 
them without their paying any price of redemption, and n»» fj 
stored them to their former fortune. And when I wils Kill {. 
by Titus Csesar with Cerelius, and a thousand horsemeifi to 
a certain village called ThecoOy in order to know whether it 
were a place fit for a camp, as I came back, I saw many ctfp 
tives crucified^ and remembered three of them as my fomitf 
acquaintance. I was very sorry at this in my mind, and went [. 
with tears in my eyes to Titus, and told him of them ; so Ii6 
immediately commanded them to be taken down, and to liaio 
the greatest care taken of them in order to their recovety; 
yet two of them died under the physician^s hands, while the 
third recovered. 

76. But when Titus bad composed the troubles iti Jadea, 
and conjectured that the lands which I had in Judea Would 
bring me in no profit, because a garrison to guard the eoaa- 
try was afterward to pitch there, he gave me another codli* 
try in the plain. And when he was going away to RomCj he 
made choice of me to sail along with him, and paid me greet 
respect : and when we were come to Rome, I had great cire 
taken of me by Vespasian ; for he gave me an apartment in 
his own house, which he lived in before he came to the em- 
pire. He also honoured me with the privilege of a Roman 
citizen ; and gave me an annual pension ; and continued to 
respect me to the end of his life, without any abatement of 
his kindness to me ; which very thing made me envied, and 
brought me into danger ; for a certain Jew, whose name was 

* Of this most remarkable clause, and its motft important conscmieiiees, lee 
Essay on the Old Testament, page 193—195. 
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onatban, who had raised a tumult in Cyrene, and had per- 
naded two thousand men of that country to join with him, 
ns the occasion of their ruin. But when he was bound by 
he governor of that country, and sent to the emperor, he told 
im, that I had sent him both weapons and money. How- 
ntnr, he could not conceal his being a liar from Vespasian, 
rbo condemned him to die ; according to which sentence he 
Ptt put to death. Nay, after that, when those that envied 
l^good fortune did frequently bring accusations against me, 
J God'^s providence I escaped them all. I also received 
om Vespasian no small quantity of land, as a free gift in 
wfea ; about which time I divorced my wife ^ also, as not 
eased with her behaviour, though not till she had been the 
Dtber of three children, two of which are dead, and one 
lom I named Hyrcanus, is alive. After this I married a 
fe who had lived at Crete, but a Jew by birth ; a woman 
B was of eminent parents, and such as were the most illus- 
bus in all the country, and whose character was beyond 
it of most other women, as her future life did demonstrate. 
jr her I had two sons, the elder was named JtisttiSy and the 
iz Stmonides, who was also named Agrippa. And these 
fee the circumstances of my domestic affairs. However^ 
• kindness of the emperor to me continued still the same ; 
if when Vespasian was dead, Titus, who succeeded him in 
tfi government, kept up the same respect for me, which I 
kS from his father ; and when I had frequent accusations 
ill against me, he would not believe them. And Domi- 
fM^ who succeeded, still augmented his respects to me ; for 
e punished those Jews that were my accusers, and gave 
Inamand that a servant of mine, who was a eunuch, and my 
oeuser, should be punished. He also made that country 
had in Judea, tax-free ; which is a mark of the greatest 
floour to him who hath it ; nay, Domitia, the wife of CsBsar, 
OBtinued to do me kindnesses. And this is the account of 
he actions of my whole life ; and let others judge of my 
haracter by them as they please. But to thee, O Epaphro- 
iUlSy* thou most excellent of men, do I dedicate all this 
iHUise of our Antiquities ; and so, for the present, I here 
lontolude the whole. 

'^ Of thU Epaphroditus, see the note on the Pre&ce to the Antiquitiey* 

. . R2 
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and six hundred horsemen against Antigonua. Now hn 
those that used to raise tumults in Galilee, having liberty n 
to do upon bis departure, fell unexpectedly upon Ptolcof, 
the general of his forces, and slew him : they also laid In 
country waste, and then retired to the bogs, and to placet not 
easily to be found. But when Herod was informed of this 
insurrection, he came to the assistance of the country imide- 
diately, and destroyed a great number of th^ seditious, and 
raised the sieges of all those fortresses they bad besieged : ht 
also exacted the tribute of a hundred talents of his enemisi, 
as a penalty for the mutations they had made in the country. 

6. By this time the Parthians being already driven out 
of the country, and Pacorus slain, Ventidius, by Antoo/s 
command, sent a thousand horsemen and two legions, ai 
auxiliaries to Herod, against Antigonus. Now Antigonus 
besought Macheras, who was their general, by letter, to come 
to his assistance, and made a great many mournful com* 
plaints about Herod^s violence, and about the injuries he did 
to the kingdom, and promised to give him tnoney for such 
his assistance : but he complied not with his invitation tt 
betray his trust ; for he did not contemn him that sent him, . 
especially while Herod gave him more money [than the | 
other offered.] So he -pretended friendship to Antigonus, / 
but came as a spy to discover his afiairs, though he did not 
berem comply with Herod, who dissuaded him from so doingi 
But Antigonus perceived what his intentions were be£ar&> 
hand« and excluded him out of the city, and defended him- 
self against hind as against an enemy from the walls, till Ma* 
cheras was ashamed of what he had done, and retired to 
Emmaus to Herod ; and as he was in a rage at his disap* I 
pointment, he slew all the Jews whom he met with, with- 
out sparing those that were for Herod, but using them all 
as if they were for Antigonus. 

7. Hereupon Herod was very angry at him, and was 
going to fight against Macheras as his enemy ; but he re* 
strained his indignation, and marched to Antony to accase 
Macheras of maladministration. But Macheras was made 
sensible of his offences, and followed after the king imnie' 
diately, and earnestly begged and obtained that he would be 
reconciled to him. However, H^rod did not desbt from hia 
resolution of going to Antony : but when he heard that be 
was besieging Samosala* with a great army, which is a strong 
city near to Euphrates, he made the greater haste, as dbserv- 

* This Samosato, the metropolis of Comagena, is well known fhMtt its eolai» 
as Spanheim here aasures ns. Dean AMnSx aho confinnt what Jbftejpliiia Wt 
notes, that Hezod was a great means of taking the dtj by Aii«4»t, and tkit 
fiom Plutarch and Dio» 
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ing that this was a proper opportnirity for showkig at onot 
hia courage, and for doing what would greatly oblige Am* 
tony. Indeed, when he came, he soon made an end of that 
siege, and dew a great number of the barbarians,, and took 
from them a large prey ; insomuch that Antony, who ad* 
mired his courage formerly, did now admire it still move. 
AcccMrdingly, he heaped many more honours upon him, and 

Sve him more assured hoped that he should gain his king- 
m: and now King Antiochus was forced to deliver up 
Samosata. 



CHAP. XVII. 

T*he death of Joseph [^HerocTs brother], which had ieen 
signified to Herod in dreams. How Herod was preserved 
twice, after a wonderful manner^ He cuts off the he($t 
of Pappus^ who was the murderer of his brother^ and 
sends that head to \his other brother'^ Pheroras ; and in 
no long time' he besieges Jerusalem^ and marries Ma^ 
riamne, 

§ 1. In the mean time Herod^s affairs in Judea were-in an 
ill state. He had left bis brother Joseph with full power, 
but had charged him to make no attempts against Antigooua 
till his return; for that Macheras would not be such aa 
assistant as he could depend on, as it appeared- by what he 
had done already ; but as soon as Joseph bad heard that his 
brother was at a very great distance, he neglected the eharge 
he had received, and marched towards Jericho with five co- 
horts which Macheras sent with him. This movement waa 
intended for seizing on the corn, as it was now in the midist 
of summer ; but when his enemies attacked him in the moun* 
tains, and in places which were difficult to pass, he was both 
killed himself, as he was bravely fighting in the battle, and 
the entire Roman cohorts were destroyed ; for these cohorto'. 
were new raised men, gathered out of Syria, and there was 
BO mixture of those called veteran soldiers among them, who 
might have supported those that were unskilful in war. 

2. This victory was not sufficient for Antigonus, but he 
proceeded to that degree of rage as to treat the dead body 
of Joseph barbarously ; for when he had gotten possession 
of the bodies of those that were slain, he cut ofi^ his head, 
although his brother Pheroras would have given fifty talents 
as a price of redemption for it And now the afiairs of Ga-> 
lilee were put into such discorder after this victory of Antig^ 
nus, that those of Antigonus^s party brought the principal men 
that were oa Herod'^s side to the lake, and there drownad 
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them. There was a great change made also in Idumea, 
where Macheras was building a wall about one of the for- 
tresses, which was called Gitlha. But Herod bad not yet 
been informed of these things ; for after the taking of Samo- 
sata^ and when Antony had set Sosius over the affiura of Sy- 
ria, and given him orders to assist Herod against Antigoaus, 
he departed into £g}'pt ; but Sosius sent two legions before 
him into Judea to assist Herod, and followed himself sooa 
after with the rest of his army. 

3. Now when Herod was at Daphne, by Antioch, he bad 
some dreams which clearly foreboded his brother'*s death; 
and as he leaped out of his bed in a disturbed manner, there 
came messengers that acquainted him with that calamity. 
So when he had lamented this misfortune for a while, he put 
off the main part of his mourning, and made haste to mardi 
il^ainst his enemies ; and when he had performed a march 
that was above his strength, and was gone as far as Libanus, 
he got him eight hundred men of those that lived near to that 
mouptain as his assistants, and joined with them one Aoman 
legion, with which, before it was day, he made an irruptioo 
into Galilee, and met his enemies, and drove them back to 
the place which they had left. He also made an immediate 
and continued attack upon the fortress. Yet he was forced 
by a most terrible storm to pitch his camp in the neighbour- 
ing villages before he could take it : but when, after a few 
days time, the second legion that came from Antony joined 
themselves to him, the enemy were affrighted at his power, 
and left their fortifications in the night-time. 
- 4. After this he marched through Jericho, as making what 
haste he could to be avenged on his brother^s murderers ; 
where happened to him a providential sign, out of which 
when he had unexpectedly escaped, he had the reputation of 
being very dear to God; for that evening there feasted with 
him many of the principal men, and after that feast was over 
and all the guests were gone out, the house fell down imme- 
diately. And as he judged this to be a common signal of 
what dangers he should undergo, and how he should escape 
them in the war that he was going about, he in the momiog 
set forward with his army, when about six thousand of his 
enemies came running down from the mountains, and began 
to fight with those in his forefront ; yet durst they not be so 
very bold as to engage the Romans hand to hand, but threw 
stones and darts at them at a distance ; by which means they 
wounded a considerable number ; in which action Herod's 
own side was wounded with a dart. 

5. Now as Antigonus had a mind to appear to exceed 
H^rod, not only in the courage but in the number of. his 
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1.* tV heexas the war which the Jews made with the 

omans hath been the greatest of all those, not only that 

Imye been in our times, but, in a manner, of those that ever 

were heard of; both of those wherein cities have fou^t 

X'nst cities, or nations against nations ; while some men, 
were not concerned in the affairs themselves, have gotten 
'together vain and contradictory stories by hearsay, and have 
written them down after a sophistical manner: and while 
those that were there pre^^t have given false accounts of 
things ; and this either out of a humour of flattery to the Ko« 
inans, or of hatred towards the Jews ; and while their writings 
contain sometimes accusations, and sometimes encomiums, 
imt no where the accurate truth of the facts ; I have proposed 
to myself, for the sake of such as live under the government 
of the Romans, to translate those books into the Greek 
tongue, which I formerly composed in the language of our 

* I bave already observed more tban anee, that tiiis hittory of the Jewkh 
War was Joaephva'9 first work, and publisbed about A. D. 7^9 when be waa 
but 36 years di age ; and that when he wrote it, he was nqt thoroughly ac- 

Suainted with several circumstances of history from the days of Antiodius 
ipiphanes, with which it begins, till near his own times, contained in the 
first and former part of the second book, and so committed many involuntary 
CRon therein. That he published his Antiquities 18 yean afterward, in the 
ISth year of Domitian, A. D. 93, when be was mudi more completely ac- 
quainted with those ancient times, and after he bad perused those moat aom 
thentic histories, the first book of Maccabees, and the Chronicles of the priesl- 
hood of John Hyrcanus, &c. That accordingly be then reviewed those parta 
of the work, and gave the public a more faithftil, complete, and accurate account 
of the facts therein related ; and honestly corrected the errors he bad before nm 
into. 
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country, and sent to the Upper Barbarians :* I Joseph, the it 
son of Matthias, by birth an Hebrew, a priest also, and one 
who at first fought against the Romans myself, and wm 
forced to be present at what was done afterwards ; [am the 
author of this work.] 

2. Now at the Ume when this great concusuon of affiun 
happened, the affairs of the Romans were themselves ingmt 
disorder. These Jews also, who were for innovations, then 
arose when the times were disturbed ; they were also in • 
flourishing condition for strength and riches, insomuch thit 
the affairs of the east were then exceeding tumultuous, wUk 
some hoped for gun, and others were afraid of loss in sock 
troubles; for the Jews hoped that all of their aatioa whick 
were beyond Euphrates would have raised an insurrectioi 
together with them. The Gauls also, in the neighbourhood 
of the Romans, were in motion, and the Celtse were not quiet; 
but all was in disorder, after the death of Nero. And the 
opportunity now offered, indueed many to aim at the rojil 
power; and the soldiery affected change, out of the hopes cf 
getting money. I thought it, therefcnre, an absurd thng to 
see the truth fal«fied in imairs of such great consequence^ sad 
to take BO notice of it ; but to suffer those Greeks aiid ~ 
diat were not in the wars, to be ignorant of these thk^and 
to read either flatteries or fictions ; while the FarthiiuiSy aid 
Babylonians, and the remotest Arabians, and those of 00 
nation beyond Euphrates, with the Adiabeni, 1^ my 
knew accurately both whence the war begun, what 
it brought upon us, and after what manner it ended. 

3. It is true, these writers have the confidence to call thdr 
accounts hiaUnia; wherein yet they seem to me to fail of th«r 
own puqxMse, as well as to relate nothing that is sound; fiv 
ibey nave a mind to demonstrate the greatness of the Bodmdi, 
while they still diminish and lessen the actions of the Jews; 
JM not diacemiBg how it cannot be that those must APPMur 
to be great, who have only conquered those that were little. 
Nor are they ashamed to overlook the length of the war, the 
uukitode of the Roman fiorces who so greatly suffeved in it, 
or the might of the commanders ; whose great labours abost 
Jerusalem will be deemed inglorious, if what they achieved 
be reckoned but a small matter. 

* Who thef€ Upper Barbarians, remote from die lea, were, Joenhoi bi» 
adf wBl mSotm us, sect. 2. yIz. the Parthiaas, and Babylouant, ana leaMS 
ArabiaiM [or the Jewe among them ;] besidea the Jews beyond JSaphmf t tsA 
the Adiabeni or Assyrians. Whence we sUo learn, that these Parchiaiis,]fe- 
bylomans, iSkt remotest Arsbians, [or at least the Jews amoqg tlun,] as abo 
the Jews beyond Euphrates, and the Adiabeni or Assyrians, undessiood Jom- 
phus*8 Hebrew, or rather ChaldaiC) books of the Jewish war, beftnt tbey w» 
put into the Greek language. 
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4. However, I will not go into the other extreme, out of 
mpcNiitioa to these men who extol the Romans, nor will I 
determine to raise the actions of my countrymen too high ; but 
I will prosecute the actions of both parties with accuracy. 
Yet shall I suit my language to the passions I am under, as to 
tbe affairs I describe ; and must be allowed to indulge some 
banentationsupon the miseries undergone by my own country. 
Vor that it was a seditious temper ofour own that destroyed 
ity juid that they were the tyrants amone the Jewswho brought 
^0 Soman power upon us, who uawiUingly attacked us, and 
oooaaioned the burning ofour holy temple* Titus 'Csesar, who 
deatsoyed it, is himself a witness, who, during the entire war, 
Mti^ the people who were kept under by the seditious, and 
fid often voluntarily delay tbe taking of the city, and allowed 
tivie to tbe siege. In order to let the authors have opportunity 
be rejpentance. But if any one makes an unjust accusation 
Igainst us, when we speak so pasuonately about the tyrants, 
qr the robbers, or aordy bewail the misfortunes of our coun^- 
tfy^ let him indulge my affections herein, though it be contrary 
tp the rules for writing history : because it had so come to 
fftifm, ihat our city Jerusalem had arrived at an higher degree 
ilF.^licity than any other city under the Boman government, 
Ipd yet at lafit fell into the sorest of calamities again. Ae- 
ipipdiAgly it appears to me, that the misfortunes* of all men, 
fiom the beginning of the world, if they be compared to these 
gf the Jews, are not so considerable as they were ; while the 
authors of them were not foreigners neither. This makes it 
uqpgssible for me to contain my lamentations.. But if any 
•Be be inflexible in his censures to me, let him attribute the 
UctB themselves to the historical part ; and the lamentations 
to this writer himsdf only. 

5. However, I may jusdy blame the learned men among 
tha Greeks, who, when sucn great actions have been done in 
their own times, which, upon tbe comparison, quite eclipse 
tbe old wars, do yet sit as judges of those affairs, and pass 
hitter censures upon the laoours of the best writers of anti- 
quity ; which moderns, although they may be superior to the 
dd writers in eloquence, yet are they inferior to them w the 
cyacution of what they intended to do. While these also write 
new histories about the Assyrians and Medes ; as if the ancient 
writers had not described their affairs as they ought to have 
done ; although these be as far inferior to them in abilities, 
as they are different in their notions from them. For of old 

* That these calamities of the Jews, who were our Saviour's murderers, 
woe to "be the greatest that had ever been since the beginning of the world, 
oiu Saviour had directly foretold. Mat. xxiv. 2L Morkxiii. 19. Luke zxi. 
83, 24. and that they proved to be such accordingly, Jose^hus is here a niotit 
sotbentic witness. 
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by the Galileans also upoo the foDowiDg QGcasioii ; the chief 
men of the senate wrote to the kisg, and dcaiccd thai ht 
would come to them^ and take possession of their difej.. Tbs 
king promised tocome, and wrote a letter in answeff to thfiif% 
and gave it to one of his bed-chamber, whose namewas Gn» 
pu8, and who was by birth a Jew^ to carrj it to Tibesiia 
When the Galileans knew that this man carried such a leHaf» 
they caught him, and brought him to me ; but as soen asitbe 
whole multitude heard of it, they were enraged, and bctaaii 
themselves to their arais. So a great many of themi g9t to- 
gether from all quarters the next day, asd came to lbe:ialiji 
Asocbis, where I then lodged, and Hiade heavy clamours wd 
called the city Tiberias a traitor to them,, ana a imnd te tbt 
king ; and desired leave of me to ^ down and utt^v ith 
stroy it ; for they bore the like iill-will to the pec^le o£ Tiba* 
rias^ as they did to those of Sepphorisb 

69. Wheu I heard thie^ I was in doubt what U> do^ and 
hesitated by what means I might deliver Tiberiaa FroBk tba 
rage of the Galileans ; for I could, not deny tbat.tbosa.oCTi* 
hm^ had written to the kie^, and iavited bim to oooie to 
them ; for hia letters to th^m m aoawer thereto^ would. fiilBy 
prove the truth of that. S<k I sal a long tivfts musiuff wifto 
myself, and then said to th^m^ '^ I know well emmA thai 
\i!e people of Tiberias have offended ;. nor shall I focbid vw 
to plunder the city. However, such things ouffbt.U^bf^<iiiM 
with disK^retion ;. knt they of Tiberiaa have not been the qqI^ 
betrayers of our liberty, but many of the naost eminent pso 
triots of thQ Galileans, as they pretended to be, ba:«Q doM 
the same« Tarry, therefore, till I diall thoroughly find QUk 
those authors o£ our danger, and then you shall have- thoA 
all at once under your power, with, all such aa you shall ymim 
selves bring in also.^ Upon, my saying tbis» I pacified tka 
multitude, and they left off their anger, and went tbeix ways; 
and I gave orders that he who brought; the king's letlersslu^iiMi 
be put into bonds ; but in a few days I pretendod tJbat.I waa 
obliged, by a necessary affur of my own, to m out oC Itei 
kingdom. I then called Crispus privately ». and ordeised bi«h 
to make the soldier that kept him, drunk^ and to ruda «W4y! tti 
the king. So when Tiberias waa in danger of being utterly 
destroyed a second time^ it esoq^ed the danger by my 9kiHii 
management, and the care that I had for it» preservatioHb 

7(X About this time it was that Justus, the soo; of Pistus^ 
without my knowledge, ran away to the king ; tb^ ocoasiqii: 
of which I will here relate. Upon the bciginning of th^ war* 
between the Jews and the Bomaos, the people of Tiberian. 
resolved to submit to the king, and not to revolt front) thft 
Romans; whUe Justus tried to persuade th^m to b^tuke 
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iheniselves to their anofifi, as being himself desirous of inno- 
vations, and haying hopes of obtwiing the govenunent of 
Gvalilee, as wqll as of bk own country I Tiberias] also. Yet 
di4 he not obtain what be hoped for ; because the CraUIeans 
bore ill* will to those of Tiberias, and this on acoouatof their 
ai^r at what miseries libey Jhad sui&ced horn thera before 
the war; thence it was, that they would not endure that Jus- 
tus sbould be their governor. I fByself also, who had been 
eotrufted by the oommunitty jof Jeruaalem with tihe goveni* 
Bient of Oalilee, did frequently eome to that degree of rage 
a( Justus, that I had almost vesolvied to kill him, as not -able 
to bear his misCbieTOUs disposition. He was therefore much 
i^aid of me, lest at length my passion should come to extre- 
mity ; so he went to tbe king, aa supposing that he would 
dwell better, and more safely with him. 

71. Now when the people of Sepphorts had, in so surpris- 
mg a manner, escaped itheir first danger, tfaeyaent toCestius 
Gallus, and desirea bim to come to them immediately, and 
taJce possession of their Gity« or else to send forces sufficient 
to ireipress all there enemies^ incursions upon them ; and aC 
the last they did prevail with Gallus to send them a consider- 
i^e army, both of horse and loot, which came in the night- 
t^e, and which they admitted into the city. But when the 
eouQtry round about it was harassed by the Roman army, I 
took those soldiers that were about me, and came to Garisme ; 
(here I cast up a hank, a gpai way off the city Sef^horis ; 
god wh^n I was at twenty furlongs distance, I came upon it 
by night, and .made An assault upon its walls with my forces ; 
Rnd when X had prdered a considerable number of my soldiers 
to scale them with ladders, I became master of the greatest 
part of the city. 8ut soon aft^r, our usaoquaintedoess with 
the places foro^ us to retire, :after ane had killed twelve of 
the Boman footmen^ and two horsemen, and a few of the 
people of Sepphorist with the -loss of only a single man. of 
Dur own. And when it aifterward came to a battle jb the 
plfiin .against the ihprsemen* and we had uodwgone the dan- 
Ijers of it courag?pudy for a long time, we were beaten ; for 
iuipp .the Romans i^pompassii^ me about, my soldiers were 
ifraid, and jBed b^pk. There tell ia that :hattle one of :those 
:bat h^d been intrusted tp guard my body, his name was Jifs- 
'ti«, who at this time had the same post with the king. At 
:he same time also, tber^ came fovoes,. both horsemen and 
^pptmen^ from the king, aod SyUa their isommaader, who 
ffras the (^ain of this guard ; tms SyUa pitched his camp 
It five furlongs distance from Julias, and set a guard upon 
he jroafis, boBi that whioh led to Cana, and that which led 
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to the fortress Gamala, that he might hinder their inhabi- 
tants from getting provisions out of Galilee. 

73. As soon as I bad gotten intelligence of this^ I sent two 
thousand armed men, and a captain over them^ vhose name 
was Jeremiah^ who raised a bank a furlong off Julias, near 
to the river Jordan, and did no more than skirmish with the 
«nemy ; till I took three thousand soldiers myself, and came 
to them. But on the next day, when I had laid an ambush 
in a certiun valley, not far from the banks, I provoked tlKXK 
that belonged to the king to oome to a battle, and gave or- 
ders to my own soldiers to turn their backs upon them, until 
they should have drawn the enemy away from their camp, 
and brought them out into the, field, which was done accord* 
ingly ; for Sylla, supposing that our .party did really run 
away, was ready to pursue them, when our soldiers that lay 
in ambush took them on their backs, and put them all into 
great disorder. I also immediately made a sudden turn with 
my own forces, and met those of the king^s party, and put 
them to flight And I had performed great things that day, 
if a certain fate had not been my hindrance ; for the horse 
on which I rode, and upon whose back I fought, fell into a 
quagmire, and threw me on tlie ground, and I was bruised 
on my wrist, and parried into a village named Cephartwm 
or Capernaum. When my soldiers heard of this, they were 
afraid I had been worse hurt than I was: and so they did not 
go on with their pursuit any farther, but returned in vety 
great concern for me. I therefore sent for the physicians, 
and while I was under their hand, I continued feverish that 
day ; and, as the physicians directed, I was at night removed 
to Taricheae. 

73. When Sylla and his party were informed what had 
happened to me, they took courage again ; and understand- 
ing that the watch was negligently kept in our camp, they by 
night placed a body of horsemen in ambush beyond Jordan, 
and when it was day they provoked us to fight ; and as we did 
not refuse it, but came into the plain, their horsemen appear- 
ed out of that ambush in which they had lain,and put our men 
into disorder, and made them riin away ; so they slew six men 
of our side. Yet did they not gooff with the victory at last ; 
for when they heard that some armed men were sailed from 
Tarichese to Julias they were afraid, and retired. 

74. It was not now long before Vespasian came to Tyre, 
and king Agrippa with him ; but the Tyrians began to speak 
reproachfully of the king, and called him an enemy to the 
Romans. For they said, that Philip, the general of his 
army, had betrayed the royal palace, and the Roman forces 
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that were in Jerusalem^ and that it was done by his com- 
mand. When Vespasian heard this report, he rebuked the 
Tjrians, for abusing a man who was both a king, and a iViend 
lo the Romans ; but he exhorted the kine to send Philip to 
Borne, to answer for what he had done, oefore Nero. But 
when Philip was sent thither, he did not come into the sight 
of Nero, for he found him veiy near death on account of the 
troubles that then happened, and a civil war ; and so he re- 
turned to the king. But when Vespasian was come to Ptole- 
iliais, the chief men of Decapolis of Syria made a clamour 
•gunst Justus of Tiberias, because he had set their villages 
on fire : so Vespasian delivered him to the king, to be put to 
death by those under the king^sjuribdiction ; yet did the king 
looly] put him into bonds, and concealed what he had dobe 
from Vespasian, as I have before related. But the people 
of Sepphoris met Vespasian, and saluted him, and had forces 
■ent them, with Placidus their commander : he also went up 
with them, as I also followed them, till Vespasian came into 
Galilee. As to which coming of his, and after what man- 
ner it was ordered, and how he fought his first battle with me 
near the village Tarichese, and how from thence they went 
lo Jotapata, and how I was taken alive and bound, and how 
I was afterwards loosed, with all that was done by me in the 
Jewish war, and during the siege of Jerusalem ; I have ac- 
curately related them in the books Concerning the War of the 
^ewB. However, it will, I think, be fit for me to add now 
an account of those actions of my life, which I have not re- 
lated in that book of the Jewish War. 

75* For when the siege of Jotapata was over, and I was 
among the Romans, I was kept with much care, by means of 
the great respect that Vespasian showed me. Moreover, at 
hii command I married a virgin,* who was from among the 
ctptives of that country : yet did she not live with me long, 
but was divorced, upon my being freed from my bonds, and 
my going to Alexandria. However, I married another wife 
It Alexandria, and was thence sent, together with Titus, to 
the dege of Jerusalem, and was frequently in dan^r of being 
put to death : while both the Jews were very desirous to get 
me under their power, in order to have me punished ; and 
the Romans also, whenever they were beaten, supposed that 
it was occasioned by my treachery, and made continual clam- 

* Here Josephus, a priest, honestly eonfesses that he did that at the com- 
^luid of Vespasian, which he had before told us was aot lawAil for a priest 
^ do lij die law of Moses, Antiq. B. iii. ch. xii. sect. 2, vol. i. I mean, the 
^«kmg a captive woman to wife. See also against Apion, B. i* ch. viL voL 
v. Bat he seems to have been quickly sensible diat his compliance with the 
awnmand of an emperor would not excuse him, for he aoon put ha away, at 
ftcUnd justly observes here. 
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ours to the emperors, and desired thftt they would bring me 
to that punishment, as a traitor to them : but Titus Cflenr 
was well acquainted with the uncertain fortune of wat, KtA 
returned no answer to the soldiers^ vehement solieitationi 
against me. Moreover, when the city Jerusalem Was tAm 
by force, Titus Caesar persuaded me ^equently to take what- 
soever I would out of the ruins of my country, and said, thtt 
he gave me leave so to do. But when my eountry was de* 
stroyed, I thought nothing else to be of any value, wbiefa I L 
cotiid take and keep as a comfort under my calamities ; so I jg 
made this request to Titus, that my family might have thsir 
liberty ; I had also the holy books* by Titns^s conoesMi. 
Nor was it long after that I asked of him the lifeof my bf» 
ther, and of fifty friends with him, and was not denied. Wbed 
I also went once to the temple, by the permission of Ti* tj,j 
tus, where there were a great multitude of captive wotoet i^ 
and children, I got all those that I remembered as amon( 
my own friends and acquaintance, to be set free, being is L 
number about one hundred and ninety ; and so I deliver^ 
them without their paying any price of redemption, and re> 
stored them to their former fortune. And when I was msH [ 
by Titus Csesar with Cerelius, and a thousand borsemefti to 
a certain village called Thecoa^ in order to know whether it 
were a place fit for a camp, as I came back, I saw many ctfp 
tives crucified, and remeitibered three of them as my fondef 
acquaintance. I was very sorry at this in my mind, and went 
with tears in my eyes to Titus, and told him of them ; so ht 
immediately commanded them to be taken down, and to fasts 
the greatest care taken of them in order to their recovery; 
yet two of them died under the physician^s hands, while toe 
third recovered. 

76. But when Titus had composed the troubles in Jadea, 
and conjectured that the lands which I had in Judea Would 
bring me in no profit, because a garrison to guard the eoaa- 
try was afterward to pitch there, he gave me another coon* 
try in the plain. And when he was going away to Romejhe 
made choice of me to sail along with him, and paid me greet 
respect : and when we were come to Rome, I had great cire 
taken of me by Vespasian ; for he gave me an apartment in j 
his own house, which he lived in before he came to the em- ( 
pire. He also honoured me with the privilege of a Roman 
citizen ; and gave me an annual pension ; and continued to 
respect me to the end of his life, without any abatement of 
his kindness to me ; which very thing made me envied^ and 
brought me into danger ; for a certain Jew, whose ndme was 

* Of this most remarkable clause, and its modt important conscmieiiees, lee 
Easay on the Old Teitament, page 193—195. | 

I. 
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onatban, who had raised a tumult in Cyrene, and had per- 
naded two thousand men of that country to join with him, 
ras the occasion of their ruin. Biit when he was bound by 
he governor of that country, and sent to the emperor, he told 
ion, that I had sent him both weapons and money. How- 
Vfter, he could not conceal his being a liar from Vespasian, 
iho condemned him to die ; according to which sentence he 
fu put to death. Nay, after that, when those that envied 
l^good fortune did frequently bring accusations against me, 
Y Sod^s providence I escaped them all. I also received 
om Vespasian no small quantity of land, as a free gift in 
idea; about which time I divorced my wife. also, as not 
eased with her behaviour, though not till she had been the 
other of three children, two of which are dead, and one 
!|CHii I named Hyrcanus, is alive. After this I married a 
te who had Yivea at Crete, but a Jew by birth ; a woman 
e was of eminent parents, and such as were the most illus- 
ious in all the country, and whose character was beyond 
•it of most other women, as her future life did demonstrate, 
i^her I had two sons, the elder was named Justus^ and the 
n Simonides, who was also named Agrippa. And these 
lie the circumstances of my domestic affairs. However^ 
'0 Idndness of the emperor to me continued still the same ; 
1^ when Vespasian was dead, Titus, who succeeded him in 
li government, kept up the same respect for me, which I 
III from his father ; and when I had frequent accusations 
iik against me, he would not believe them. And Domi- 
kO) who succeeded, still augmented his respects to me ; for 
e punished those Jews that were my accusers, and gave 
dnimand that a servant of mine, who was a eunuch, and my 
eeoaer, should be punished. He also made that country 
[had in Judea, tax-free ; which is a mark of the greatest 
loiiour to him who hath it ; nay, Domitia, the wife of CsBsar, 
mitinued to do me kindnesses. And this is the account of 
he actions of my whole life ; and let others judge of my 
haracter by them as they please. But to thee, O Epaphro- 
itiis,* thou most excellent of men, do I dedicate all this 
teatise of our Antiquities ; and so, for the present, I here 
kniielude the whole. 

** Of thU Epaphroditus, see the note on the Pre&ce to the Antiquitiey* 

. R2 
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Antony bath done wiell in preferring Cleopatra to thee; for 
by this means we have gained thee by her madness, and thus 
thou hast begun to be my friend, before I began to be thine : 
aa which account Quintus Didius hath written to me, that 
thou sentest him assistance against the gladiators. I do there- 
fore assure thee, that I will confirm the kingdom to thee bj 
a decree : I shall also endeavour to do thee some farther 
kindnesses hereafter, that thou mayst find no loss in the want 
of Antony." 

3. When Cesar had spoken such obliging things to the 
king, and had put the diadem again about his head, he pro- 
claimed what he had bestowed upon him by a decree, in 
which he enlarged in the commenoation of the man after a 
magnificent manner. Whereupon Herod obliged him to be 
kind to him by the presents he gave him, and he desired him 
to forgive Alexander, one of Antony's friends, who was be- 
oome a supplicant to him. But Cmat^s anger against him 
prevailed, and he complained of the many and very great 
offences the man, whom he petitioned for, had been guilty 
of ; and by that means he rejected his petition. After this, 
Cassar went for Egypt through Syria, when Herod recrived 
hkn with royal and rich entertainment ; and then did he first 
of all ride along with Caesar, as he was reviewing his army 
about Ptolemais, and feasted him with all his friends, and 
dien distributed among the rest of the army what was neoeft- 
siury to feast them withal. He also made a plentiful provisicm 
of water for them, when they were to march as far as Pelu^ 
siiim, through a dry country > which he did also in like bianner 
at their return thence ; nor were there any necessaries want- 
ing to that army. It was therefore the opinion both of Caesar 
and of his soldiers, that Herod^s kingdom was too small for 
those generous presents l^e made them ; for which reason, 
when Caesar was come into Egypt, and Cleopatra and Antony 
were dead, he did not only bestow other marks of honour 
upon him, but made an aaditioq to his kingdom, by ^viqg 
him not only the country which had been taKen from him by 
Cleopatra, but besides that, Gadara, and Hippos, and Sa- 
maria; and moreover of the maritime cities, Gaza,^ and 
Anthcdon, and Joppa, and Strato^s Towen He also made 
him a present of four hundred Galls [Galatians] as a guard 

* Since Josephus, both here and in his Antiq. B. zt. diap. Tii. Met. 3, 
redcons Gaza, which had been a free dty, among the dties given Herod bv 
Aoguatus, and yet implies that Herod had made GosCobwnis a governor of it 
before, Antiq. B. xr. diap. viL sect. 9. fiardain has some pretence for saying, 
that Josephus here contradicted himself. But perhaps Herod thought he had 
sufficient authority to put a governor into Gaza, after he was made tetrardi 
or long, in times of war, before the city was entirely delivered into hia liaiids 
by Augustus. 
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country y and sent to the Upper Barbarians :* I Joseph, the 
son of Matthias, by birth an Hebrew, a priest also, and one 
who at first fought against the Romans myself, and wai 
forced to be present at what was done afterwards ; [am the 
author of this work.] 

2. Now at the time when this great concusaon of affiurs 
happened, the afiairs of the Romans were themselves in greet 
disorder. These Jews also, who were for innovations, then 
arose when the times were distuiiied ; they were also in a 
flourishing condition for strength and riches, insomuch thet 
the afiairs of the east were then exceeding tumultuous, while 
some hoped for gain, and others were afraid of loss in such 
troubles; for the Jews hoped that all of tbdr aatioa whidi 
were beyond Euphrates would have raised an insurrecticNi 
together with them. The Gauls also, in the neighbourhood 
of the Romans, were in motion, and the Celtse were not quiet; 
but all was in disorder, after the death of Nero. And the 
opportunity now ofiered, induced many to aim at the royal ; 
power; and the soldiery afiected change, out of the hopes of 
^tting money. I thought it, therefore, an absurd thmg to | 
see the truth falsfied in affiurs of such great consequence, lod 
to take BO notice of it ; but to suffiar those Greeks and Bonmi 
that were not in the wars, to be ignorant of these thii]|ga,.Md 
to read either fiatteries or fictions ; while the Farthians, and 
Babylonians, and the remotest Arabians, and those of our 
nation beyond Euphrates, with the Adiabeni, by my 
kaew accurately both whence the war begun, what 
it brought upon us, and after what manner it ended. 

S. It is true, these writers have tJbe confidence to caU their ; 
accounts historiei; wherein jret they seem to me to fail o( thar 1 
own purpose, as well as to relate nothing that is sound ; for j 
ihey nave a mind to demonstrate the greatness of the BomaDi, ; 
nrfattle tihey still dimimsh and lessen the actions of the Jews; 
as not diacenuBg how it cannot be that those must appssr 
to be great, who have only conquered those that were little. 
Nor are they ashamed to overlook the length of the vrar^the 
Buikitode of die Roman forces who so greatly suflTeved in it, 
or the might cf the commanders ; wliose great labours abont 
Jerusalem will be deemed inglorious, if what they achieved * 
be reckoned but a small matter. 

* Who these Upper BarbaikDB, remote from fche sea, were, Joeephae hia- 
•df inll iD&Mcm iig, sect 2. viz. the Farthians, and Babylonians, andzeBMlea 
Aiahsins [or the Jews among them ;] besides the Jews beyond £«phma^ and 
the Adiabeni or Assyrians Whence we also learn, that these PartfaianB, Ba- 
liyloniana, du remotest Arabians, [or at least the Jews among them,] aa also 
the Jesrs beyond Buphrates, and the Adiabeni or Assjrrians, understood Jost- 
pfaus*8 Hebrew, or rather ChaUaic^ books of the Jewish war, beibre they ware 
put into the Greek language. 
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1. However, I will not go into the other extreme, out of 

opposition to these men who extol the Romans, nor will I 

4atermine to raise the actions of my countrymen too high ; but 

I will prosecute the actions of both parties with accuracy. 

Yet shall I suit my language to the passions I am under, as to 

tbe affairs I describe ; and must be allowed to indulge some 

hmentationsupon the miseries undergone by my own country. 

For that it was a seditious temper otour own that destroyed 

it, aad liiat they were the tyrants among the Jews who brought 

iifi Boman power upon us, who unwillingly attacked us, and 

OGcaaioned the burning of our holy temple* Titus Csesar, who 

destKoyed it, is himself a witness, who, during the entire war, 

pitied the peo[de who were kept under by the iseditious, and 

aid often voluntarily delay the taking of the city, and allowed 

tjane to the siege, in order to let the authors have opportunity 

tofc ri^ntance. But if any one makes an unjust accusation 

Ogwost us, when we speak so passionately about the tyrants, 

or the robbers, ex sorely bewail the misfortunes of our couUp- 

tiy, let him indulge my affections herein, though it be contrary 

to tbe rules for writing history : because it had so come to 

IMW, that our dty Jerusalem had arrived at an higher degree 

«f j^icity than any other dty under tbe Boman government, 

anl yet at last fell into the sorest of fCalamities again. Ae- 

apidingly it appears to me, that the misfortunes* of all men, 

fiom the beginning of the world, if they be compared to these 

of the Jews, are not so considerable as they were ; while the 

authors of them were not foreigners neither. This makes it 

ivqpossible for me to contain my lamentations. But if any 

•n^ he inflexible in his censures to me, let him attribute the 

facta themselves to the historical part ; and the lamentations 

la the writer himself only. 

5, However, I may justly blame the learned men among 
the Greeks, who^ when such great actions have been done in 
their own times, which, upon tbe comparison, quite eclipse 
the old wars, do yet sit as judges of those affairs, and pass 
Uttar censures upon the labours of the best writers of anti- 

£ity ; which moderns, although they may be superior to the 
1 writers in eloquence, yet are they inferior to them in the 
execution of what they intended to do. While these also write 
new histories about the Assyrians and Medes ; as if the ancient 
writers had not described their afiairs as they ought to have 
done ; although these be as far intiarior to them in abilities, 
as they are different in their notions from them. For of old 

* Thst iheie calamities of the Jews, who were our Saviour's murderers, 
was to be the greatest that had ever been since the beginning of the world, 
our Saviour had directly foretold. Mat. xxiv. 2L Alark xiii. 10. Luke xxi. 
83, 24. and that they proved to be such accordingly, Josc^hus is here a most 
tatlientic witness. 
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every one took upon them to write what happened in his own 
time ; where their immediate concern in the actions made 
their promises of value ; and where it must be reproachful to 
write lies, when they must be known by the readers to be 
such. But then, an undertaking to preserve the memory of 
what hath not been before recorded, and to represent the 
affairs of one^s own time to those that come afterwards, is 
really worthy of praise and commendation. Now be is to be 
esteemed to nave taken good pains in earnest, not who does 
no more than change the disposition and order of other men^s 
works, but he who not only relates what had not been rdated , 
before, but composes an entire body of history of his own: 
accordingly I have been at great charges, and have taken veiy 
great pains about this history, thoum I be a foreigner ; and 
do dedicate this work, as a memorial of great actions, both to 
the Greeks and to the Barbarians. But for some of our own 

Erincipal men, their mouths are wide open, and their tongm 
K)sed presently, for gain and lawsuits, but quite muukd 
up when they are to write history, where they must npttk 
truth, and gather facts together with a great deal of pains; 
and so they leave the writing such histories to weaker \ 
people, and to such as are not acquainted with the acttons 
of princes. Yet shall the real truth of historical facts be 
preferred by us, how much soever it be neglected among tke 
Greek histonans. 

K To write concerning the Antiquities of the Jews, who 
they were [originally,] and how they revolted from the Egyp- 
tians, and what country they travelled over, and what eoim- 
tries they seized upon afterward, and how they were removed 
out of them, I think this not to be a fit opportunity, and on 
other accounts also superfluous : and this because many Jews 
before me have composed the histories of our ancestors very 
exactly ; as have some of the Greeks done it also, and have 
translated our histories into their own tongue, and have not 
much mistaken the truth in their histories. But then, where 
the writers of these affairs, and our prophets, leave off, thence 
shall I take my rise, and begin my history. Now as to what 
concerns that war which happened in my own time, I will go 
over it very largely, and with all the diligence I am able : but 
for what preceded mine own age, that I shall run over briefly. 
7. FFor example, I shall relate] how Antiochus, who was 
namea Epiphanis, took Jerusalem by force, and held it three 
years and three months, and was then ejected out of the 
country by the sons of Asamoneus ; after that, how their 
posterity quarrelled about the government, and brought upon 
their settlement the Romans and Pompey ; how Herod also, 
the son of Antipater, dissolved their government, and brought 
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Sottius upon thetn ; as also how our people made a sedition 
upon Herod^s death, while Augustus was the Soman em- 
peror, and Quintilius Varus was in that country : and how 
the war brcijce out in the twelfth year of Nero, with what hap- 

Ened to Cestius ; and what places the Jews assaulted in an 
stile manner in the first sallies of the war. 

8. As also [I shall relate] how they butit walls about the 
neighbouriog cities ; and how Nero, upon Cestius's defeat, 
was in fear of the entire event of the war, and thereupon made 
Vespasian general in thb war ; and how this Vespasian, with 
the elder* of his sons, made an expedition into the country of 
Judea; what was the number of the Roman army that he 
made use of; and how many of his auxiliaries were cut off in 
aH Galilee ; and how he took some of its cities entirely, and 
by force, and others of them by treaty, and on terms. Now 
when I am come so far, I shall describe the good order of the 
Bomans in war, and the disciplioe of their legions ; the am* 
ptitude of both the Galilees, with its nature, and the limits of 
Judea. And besides this, I shall particularly ^ over what is 
peculiar to the country, Uie kkes auid fountams that are in 
them, and what misenes happened to every city as they were 
taken ; and all this with accuracy as I saw the things done, or 
suffered in them. For I shall not conceal any of the cala- 
mities I myself endured, since I shall relate them to such as 
know the truth of them* 

9. After this, [I shall relate] how, when the Jews* affairs 
were become very bad, Nero died, and Vespasian, when he 
was going to attack Jerusalem, was called back to take the 
government upon him ; what signs happened to him relating 
tO'his gaining that government, and wh^it mutatioiis of govern- 
ment then happened at Rome, and how he was unwillingly 
made emperor by his soldiers ; and how upon his departure 
to E^pty to take upon him the government of the empire, 
the affairs of the Jews became very tumultuous ; as also, bow 
the tyrants rose up against them, and fell into dissensions 
among themselves. 

10. Moreover, [[I shall relate^ how Titus marched out of 
Egypt into Judea the second time : as also how, and where, 
and how many forces he got together; and in what state the 
city was, by the means of the seditious, at his coming ; what 
attacks he made, and how many ramparts he cast up ; of the 
three walls that encompassed the city, and of their measures ; 
of the strength of the city, and the structure of the temple, 
and holy house : and besides, the measures of those edifices, 
and of the altar, and all accurately determined. A descrip- 

• Titus. 
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to the fortress Gamala, that he might hinder their inhabi- 
tants from getting provisions out of Galilee. 

73. As soon as I had gotten intelligence of this, I sent two 
thousand armed men, and a captain over them, whose name 
was Jeremiah^ who raised a bank a furlong off Julias, near 
to the river Jordan, and did no more than skirmish with the 
€nemy ; till I took three thousand soldiers myself, and came 
to them. But on the next day, when I had laid an ambush 
in a certain valley, not far from the banks, I provoked tliose 
that belonged to the king to come to a battle, and gave or- 
-ders to my own soldiers to turn their backs upon them, until 
they should have drawn the enemy away from their camp, 
and brought them out into the field, which was done accord- 
ingly ; for Sylla, supposing that our .party did really run 
away, was ready to pursue them, when our soldiers that lay 
in ambush took them on their backs, and put them ail into 
great disorder. I also immediately made a sudden turn with 
my own forces, and met those of the king^s party, and put 
them to flight And I had performed great things that day, 
if a certain fate had not been my hindrance ; for tlie horse 
on which I rode, and upon whose back I fought, fell into a 
quagmire, and threw me on the ground, and I was bruised 
on my wrist, and parried into a village named Cephamtmu 
or Capernaum. When my soldiers heard of this, they were 
afraid I had been worse hurt than I was : and so they did not 
go on with their pursuit any farther, but returned in veij 
great concern for me, I therefore sent for the physicians, 
and while I was under their hand, I continued feverish that 
day ; and, as the physicians directed, I was at night removed 
to Taricheae. 

73. When Sylla and his party were informed what had 
happened to me, they took courage again ; and understand- 
ing that the watch was negligently kept in our camp, they by 
night placed a body of horsemen in ambush beyond Jordan, 
and when it was day they provoked us to fight ; and as we did 
not refuse it, but came into the plain, their horsemen appear- 
ed out of that ambush in which they had lain,and put our men 
into disorder, and made them run away ; so they slew six men 
of our side. Yet did they not go off with the victory at last ; 
for when they heard that some armed men were sailed from 
Taricheae to Julias they were afraid, and retired. 

74. It was not now long before Vespasian came to Tyre, 
and king Agrippa with him ; but the Tyrians began to speak 
reproachfully of the king, and called him an enemy to the 
Romans. For tliey said, that Philip, the general of his 
army, had betrayed the royal palace, and the Roman forces 
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that were in Jerusalem, and that it was done by bis com- 
mand. When Vespasian heard this report, he rebuked the 
Tjrrians, for abusing a man who was both a king, and a friend 
to the Romans ; but he exhorted the kin^ to send Philip to 
Bcmie, to answer for what he had done, oefore Nero. But 
wbeo Philip was sent thither, be did not come into the sight 
of Nero, for he found him very near death on account of the 
troubles that then happened, and a civil war ; and so he re- 
turned to the king. But when Vespasian was come to Ptole- 
JDais, the chief men of Decapolis of Syria made a clamour 
against Justus of Tiberias, because he had set their villages 
on fire : so Vespasian delivered him to the king, to be put to 
death by those under the king^sjuri2>diction ; yet did the king 
|ooly] put him into bonds, and concealed what he had dohe 
ircnn Vespasian, as I have before related. But the people 
of Scpphoris met Vespasian, and saluted him, and had forces 
sent them, with Flaciaus their commander : he also went up 
yKitb them, as I also followed them, till Vespasian came into 
CTalilee. As to which coming of his, and after what man- 
ner it was ordered, and how he fought his first battle with me 
liear the village Tarichese, and how from thence they went 
to Jotapata, and how I was taken alive and bound, and how 
I was afterwards loosed, with all that was done by me in the 
Jeirish war, and during the siege of Jerusalem ; I have ac- 
curately related them in the books Concerning the War of the 
"^ews. However, it will, I think, be fit for me to add now 
an account of those actions of my life, which I have not re- 
lated in that book of the Jewish War. 

76* For when the siege ot Jotapata was over, and I was 
among the Bomans, I was kept with much care, by means of 
the great respect that Vespasian showed me. Moreover, at 
his command I married a virgin,* who was from among the 
Mptives of that country : yet did sbe not live with me long, 
but was divorced, upon my being freed from my bonds, and 
my going to Alexandria. However, I married another wife 
at Alexandria, and was thence sent, together with Titus, to 
the siege of Jerusalem, and was frequently in dan^r of being 
put to death : while both the Jews weve very desirous to get 
Qe under their power, in order to have me punished ; and 
the Romans also, whenever they were beaten, supposed that 
it was occasioned by my treachery, and made continual clam- 

* Here Josephus, a priest, honestly confesses that he did that at the com- 
aiaod of Vespasian, which he had before told us was not lawAil for a priest 
to do bj the law of Moses, Antiq. B. iiL ch. ziL sect. 2, toL i. I metfi, the 
^aldiig a captive woman to wife. See alto against Apion, B. i* ch. viL voL 
&y. But he seems to have been quickly sensible ^t his compliance with the 
Bnmmand of an emperor would not eouuse him, for he loon put her away, at 
^cUnd justly observes here. 

VOL. III. R 
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ours to the emperors, and desired thftt they would bring me 
to that punishment, as a traitor tx) them : but Titus Csnar 
was well acquainted with the uncertain fortune of war, and 
returned no answer to the soldiers^ vehement tolieitstioiii 
against me. Moreover, when the city Jerusalem was tilkctt 
by force, Titus Csesar persuaded me ^equentiy to take what- 
soever I would out of the ruins of my country, and said, that 
he gave me leave so to do. But when my country was de* 
stroyed, I thought nothing else to be of any value, wbieti I 
could take and keep as a comfort under my calamities ; so I 
made this request to Titus, that my family might have thor 
liberty ; I had also the holy books* by Titns^s concessidi. 
Nor was it long after that I asked of him the life of my bnx 
ther, and of fifty friends with him, and was not denied. Whed 
I also went once to the temple, by the permission of Ti* 
tus, where there were a great multitude of captive womca 
and children, I got all those that I remembered as among 
my own friends and acquaintance, to be set free, being is ,, 
ti umber about one hundred and ninety ; and so I delivertd i^ 
them without their paying any price of redemption, and t^ 
stored them to their former fortune. . And when I was sedt 
by Titus Csesar with Cerelius, and a thousand horsemeBTi to 
a certain village called Thecoa^ in order to know whetfaer il 
were a place fit for a camp, as I came back, I saw many crip* , 
tives crucified, and remeitibered three of them as my fondtt 
acquaintance. I was very sorry at this in my mind, and went 
with tears in my eyes to Titus, and told him of them ; so ht 
immediately commanded them to be taken down, and to hxH 
the greatest care taken of them in order to their recovery; 
yet two of them died under the physician^s hands, while toe 
third recovered. 

76. But when Titus had composed the troubles in Jadea, 
and conjectured that the lands which I had in Judea Would 
bring me in no profit, because a garrison to guard the toan- 
try was afterward to pitch there, he gave me another ooiili- 
try in the plain. And when he was going away to Romeihe 
made choice of me to sail along with him, atid paid me great 
respect : and when we were come to Rome, I had great can 
taken of me by Vespasian ; for he gave me an apartment in 
his own house, which he lived in before he came to the em- 
pire. He also honoured me with the privilege of a Roman 
citizen ; and gave me an annual pension ; and continued to 
respect me to the end of his life, witliout any abatement of 
his kindness to me ; which very thing made me envied^ and 
brought me into danger ; for a certain Jew, whose name was 

* Of this most remarkable clause, and its most important eonteqaeiieesy ff( 
Essay on the Old Testament, page 193 — 19d. 
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Jonatban, who had raised a tumult in Cyrene, and had per- 
naded two thousand men of that country to join with him, 
•■8 the occasion of their ruin. But when he was bound by 
tbe governor of that country, and sent to the emperor, he told 
hfan, that I had sent him both weapons and money. How- 
•MNTy he could not conceal his being a liar from Vespasian, 
vbo condemned him to die ; according to which sentence he 
iK put to death. Nay, after that, when those that envied 
k^good fortune did frequently bring accusations against me, 
w God'^s providence I escaped them all. I also received 
fim Vespasian no small quantity of land, as a free gift in 
lindea; about which time I divorced my wife. also, as not 
leased with her behaviour, though not till she had been the 
bother of three children, two of which are dead, and one 
4|oiii I named Hyrcanusy is alive. After this I married a 
ife who had lived at Crete, but a Jew by birth ; a woman 
be was of eminent parents, and such as were the most illus- 

U8 in all the country, and whose character was beyond 
of most other women, as her future life did demonstrate. 

her I had two sons, the elder was named Justus^ and the 
Simonidesy who was also named Agrippa. And these 
the drcumstances of my domestic affairs. However^ 

kindness of the emperor to me continued still the same ; 
f when Vespasian was dead, Titus, who succeeded him in 

government, kept up the same respect for me, which I 
from his father ; and when I had frequent accusations 
against me, he would not believe them. And Domi* 
who succeeded, still augmented his respects to me ; for 
ke punished those Jews that were ray accusers, and eave 
Itrnmand that a servant of mine, who was a eunuch, and my 
ilBeufler, should be punished. He also made that country 
Ihad in Judea, tax-free ; which is a mark of the greatest 
lODcmr to him who hath it ; nay, Domitia, the wife of Caesar, 
fldntinued to do me kindnesses. And this is the account of 
Ae actions of my whole life ; and let others judge of my 
Amcter by them as they please. But to thee, O Epaphro- 
Itoaa,* thou most excellent of men, do I dedicate all this 
VMltise of our Antiquities ; and so, for the present, I here 
coofclude the whole. 

** Of this Epaphrodittti, tee th« note on the Preface to the Antiquitiei. 

. R2 
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been long enough filled with these calamities, he brought 
Antipater whom he had by Doris, into favour again, as a 
defence to him against his other sons, and began all the ways 
be possibly could to prefer him before them. 

2. But these sons were not able to bear this chansfe in 
their afbirs; but when they saw him that was born of a mo- 
ther of no family, the nobility of their birth made them unable 
to contain their indignation ; but whensoever they were un- 
easy, they showed the anger they had at it. And as these sons 
did day after day improve in that their anger, Antipater 
already exercised all his own abilities, which were very great, 
in flattering his father, and in contriving many sorts of calum- 
nies against his brethren, while he told some stories of them 
himself, and put it upon other proper persons to raise 
other stories against them, tiU at length he entirely cut his 
brethren off from all hopes of succeeding to the kingdom ; for 
he was already publicly put into his father^s will as his suc- 
-cessor. Accordingly he was sent with royal ornaments, and 
«ther marks of royalty, to Cassar, excepting the diadem: He 
y/ras also able in time to introduce his mother again into Ma- 
riamne^s bed. .The two sorts of weapons he made use of 

;sgainst his brethren were, flattery and calumny, whereby he 
l:)rought matters privately to such a pass that the king h&d 
Noughts of putting his sons to death. 

3. So the father drew Alexander as far as Rome, and 
charged him with an attempt of poisoning him before Caesar. 
Alexander could hardly speak ibr lamentation; but having a 
judge that was more skilful than Antipater, and more wise 
than Herod, he modestly avoided laying any imputation upon 
his father, but with great strength of reason confuted the 
calumnies laid against him : and when he had demonstrated 
the innocency of his brother, who was in the like danger with 
himself, he at last bewailed the craftiness of Antipater, and 
the disgrace they were under. He was enabled also to justify 
himself, not only by a clear conscience which he carried 
within him, but by bis eloquence ; for he was a shrewd man 
in making speeches. And upon his saying at last, that if 
his father objected this crime to them, it was in his power to 
put them to death, — he made all the audience weep ; and he 
Drought C^sar to that pass, as to reject the accusations, and 
to reconcile their father to them immediately. But the con- 
ditions of this reconciliation were these, that they should in 
all things be obedient to their father, and that he should have 
power to leave the kingdom to which of them he pleased. 

4. After this, the king came back ffom Rome, and seemed 
to have forgiven his sons upon these accusations; but still so, 
that he was not without his suspicions of them. They wer^ 

VOL. 111. Y 
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country^ and sent to the Upper Barbarians :* I Joseph, the 
son of Matthias, by birth an Hebrew, a priest also, and one 
who at first fought against the Romans myself, and wai 
forced to be present at what was done afterwards ; [am the 
author of this work.] 

2. Now at the time when this great concussion of affiun 
happened, the afi*airs of the Romans were themselves in gretf 
disorder. These Jews also, who were for innovations, then 
arose when the times were distuiiied ; they were alao in a 
flourishing condition for strength and riches, insomuch tfaift 
the afiairs a( the east were then exceeding tumultuous, wUle 
some hoped for gain, and others were afraid of loss in sock 
troubles; for the Jews hoped that all of tbdr natba whick 
were beyond Euphrates would have raised an insurrectiaB 
together with them. The Gauls also, in the neighbourhood 
of the Romans, were in motion, and the Celtse were not quiet; 
but all was in disorder, after the death of Nero. And the 
opportunity now offered, induced many to aim at the lojil 
power ; and the soldiery affected change, out of the hopes of . 
^tting money. I thought it, therefore, an absard thvf to i 
see the truth fal«fied in affiurs of such great consequence, lod 
to take BO notice of it ; but to suffer those Greeks and BoiBiii 
diat were not in the wars, to be ignorant of these thii]f;% od 
to read either flatteries or fictions ; while the Farthiani^ wai 
Babylonians, and the remotest Arabians, and those cl oat 
nation beyond Euphrates, with the Adiabeni, by my 
knew accurately both whence the war begun, what 
it brought upon us, and after what manner it ended. 

3. It is true, these writers have the confidence to call their 
aoeounts kiatorm; wherein yet they seem to me to fiul of their 
own purpose, as well as to relate nothing that ia sound; tac 
they nave a mind to demonstrate the greatness of the Ronumi, 
"while they still diminish and lessen the actions c^ the Jews; 
AS not diacemiag how it cannot be that those must apjpoir 
Co be great, who have only conquered those that were littk. 
Nor are they ashamed to overlook the length of the war, the 
muhitode of the Roman fisrces who so greatly suffeved in it, 
or the might cf the commanders ; whose great labours aboat 
Jerusalem will be deemed inglorious, if what they adueved 
be reckoned but a small matter. 

* Who these Upper BarbaianB, remote from the sea, were, JcMCpbof hoi- 
mttwSlwSaan us, sect 2. viz. the Parthiaas, and Babyloniaiis, and iiiiiinifit | 
Arabians [or the Jews among them ;] besides the Jews beyond Eaqphnla^ tad 
the Adia'beni or AssTtians. Whence we also leani, that these Pactliianiy JBa- 
byloniaoa, Ae remotest Arabians, [or at least the Jews among them,] as also 
-the Jewrs beyond Euphrates, and the Adiabeni or Assyrians, understood Jow- 
pfaos's Hebrew, or rather ChaUaic^ books of the Jewish war, before they wae 
put into the Greek Unguage. 
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1. However, I will not go into the other extreme, out of 
oppositioa to these men who extol the Romans, por will I 
OeC^rmine to raise the actions of my countrymen too high ; but 
I will prosecute the actions of both parties with accuracy. 
Yet shall I suit my liuiguage to the pasaons I am under, as to 
tbe affairs I -describe ; and must be allowed to indulge some 
tmentationsupon the miseries undergone by my own country. 
Hor that it was a seditious temper otour own that destroyed 
il^ and diat they were the tyrants among the Jewswho brought 
|h^ Soman power upon us, who unwillingly attacked us, and 
Kcacioned the burning of our holy temple* Titus Csesar, who 
batsoyed it, is himself a witness, who, during the entire war, 
ylied the peofde who were kept under by the -seditious, and 
Bd often voluntarily delay the taking of the city, and allowed 
we to the siege, in order to let the authors have opportunity 
inr ri^ntance. But if any one makes an unjust accusation 
Igaiast us, when we speak so pas^onately about the tyrants, 
IT tbe robbers, or sorely bewail the misfortunes of our couUp- 
Wy^ let him indulge my affections herein, though it be contrary 
Id tbe rules for writing history : because it had so come to 
UMB, that our dty Jerusalem had arrived at an higher degree 
9f.&licity than any other dty under the Roman government, 
|pd yet at last fell into the sorest of fCalamities again. Ae- 
Wdiiagly it appears to me, that the misfortunes* of all men, 
fiom the beginning of the world, if they be compared to these 
of the Jews, are not. so considerable as they were ; while the 
authors of them were not foreigners neither. This makes it 
iffifMMsible for me to contain my lamentations. But if any 
m^ be inflexible in his censures to me, let him attribute the 
iictB themselves to the historical part ; and the lamentations 
la the writer himself cmly. 

5* However, I may justly blame the learned men among 
iha 'Greeks, who, when such great actions have been done in 
Iheir own times, which, upon tbe comparison, quite eclipse 
the old wars, do yet sit as judges of those affairs, and pass 
hitter censures upon the labours of the best writers of anti- 

ity ; which moderns, although they may be superior to the 

I writers in eloquence, yet are they inferior to them in the 
e^acution of what they intended to do. While these also write 
new histories about the Assyrians and Medes ; as if the ancient 
writers had not described their affairs as they ought to have 
done ; although these be as far inferior to them in abilities, 
48 they are different in their notions from them. For of old 

* Thftt iheie calamities of the Jews, who were our Saviour's murderers, 
wew to "be the greatest that had ever been since the beginniDg of the world, 
QUI Saviour had directly foretold. Mat. xxiv. 2L Mark xiii. 10* i^uke xxi. 
S3, 24. aud that they proved to be such accordingly, Joscjihus is here a most 
autfaentic witness. 
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every one took upon them to write what happened in his own j 
time ; where their immediate concern in the actions made ! 
their promises of value ; and where it must be reproachful to i 
write lies, when they must be known by the readers Co be 
such. But then, an undertaking to preserve the memory of 
what hath not been before recorded, and to represent the 
affairs of one^s own time to those that come afterwards, is 
really worthy of praise and commendation. Now be is to be 
esteemed to nave taken good pains in earnest, not who does 
no more than change the disposition and order of o^hermen^s 
worksj but he who not only relates what had not been rdated , 
before, but composes an entire body of history of his own: 
accordingly I have been at great charges, and have taken veiy 
great pains about this history, thoum I be a foreigner ; and 
do dedicate this work^ as a memorial of great actions, both to 
the Greeks and to the Barbarians. But for some of our own 

Erincipal men, their mouths are wide open, and their tongna 
K)sed presently, for gain and lawsuits, but quite muukd 
up when they are to write history, where they must npttk 
truth, and gather facts together with a great deal of pains; 
and so they leave the writing such histories to weaker 
people, and to such as are not acquainted with the actioiiB 
of princes. Yet shall the real truth of historical ftcts be 
preferred by us, how much soever it be neglected amoaetke 
fereek histOTians. ^ ^ 

61 To write concerning the Antiquities of the Jews, who 
they were [originally,] and how they revolted from the Egyp- J 
tians, and what country they travelled over, and what eoim- ^ 
tries they seized upon afterward, and how they were removed 
out of them, I think this not to be a fit opportunity, and on 
other accounts also superfluous : and this because many Jews 
before me have composed the histories of our ancestors very 
exactly ; as have some of the Greeks done it also, and have 
translated our histories into their own tongue, and have not 
much mistaken the truth in their histories. But then, where 
the writers of these affairs, and our prophets, leave off, thence 
shall I take my rise, and begin my history. Now as to what 
concerns that war which happened in my own time, I will go 
over it very largely, and with ail the diligence I am able : but 
for what preceded mine own age, that I shall run over briefly. 
7. FFor example, I shall relate] how Antiochus, who was 
namea Epiphatus, took Jerusalem by force, and held it three 
years and three months, and was then ejected out of the 
country by the sons of Asamoneus ; after that, how their 
posterity quarrelled about the government, and brought upon 
their settlement the Romans and Pompey ; how Herod also^ 
the son of Antipater, dissolved their government, and brought 
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Sosius upon them ; as also how our people made a sedition 
upon Herod^s death, while Augustus was the Soman em- 
peror, and Quintilius Varus was in that country : and how 
the war brf))ce out in the twelfth year of Nero, with what hap- 

Cned to Cestius ; and what places the Jews assaulted in an 
stile manner in the first sallies of the war. 

8. As also [I shall relate] how they built-walls about the 
neighbouring cities ; and how Nero, upon Cestius's defeat, 
was in fear of the entire event of the war, and thereupon made 
Vespasian general in this war ; and how this Vespasian, with 
the elder* of his sons, made an expedition into the country of 
Judea; what was the number of the Roman army that he 
made use of; and how many of his auxiliaries were cut ofi^in 
aU Galilee ; and how he took some of its cities entirely, and 
by force, and others of them by treaty, and on terms. Now 
when I am come so far, I shall describe the good order of the 
Bomans in war, and the discipline of their legions ; the am- 
plitude of both the Galilees, with its nature, and the limits of 
Judea. And besides this, I shall particularly ^ over what is 
peculiar to the country, the lakes und fountams that are in 
them, and what misenes happened to every city as they were 
taken ; and all this with accuracy as I saw the things done, or 
auffered in them. For I shall not conceal any of the cala- 
mities I myself endured, since I shall relate them to such as 
know the truth of them. 

9. After this, [I shall relate] how, when the Jews* afiairs 
were become very bad, Nero died, and Vespasian, when he 
was going to attack Jerusalem, was called back to take the 
government upon him ; what signs happened to him relating 
to his gaining that government, and whi^t mutatiotis of govern- 
ment then happened at Rome, and how he was unwillingly 
made emperor oy his soldiers ; and how upon his departure 
to Egypt) to take upon him the government of the empire, 
the affairs of the Jews became very tumultuous ; as also, bow 
the tyrants rose up against them, and fell into dissensions 
among themselves. 

10. Moreover, [[I shall relate^ how Titus marched out of 
Egypt into Judea the second time : as also how, and where, 
and how many forces he got together; and in what state the 
city was, by the means of the seditious, at his coming ; what 
attacks he made, and how many ramparts he cast up ; of the 
three walls that encompassed the city, and of their measures ; 
of the strength of the city, and the structure of the temple, 
and holy house : and besides, the measures of those edifices, 
and of the altar, and all accurately determined. A descrip- 

• Titui. 
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tton alio of cerUin of dieir fetdvali, and tevcD purifiealaons* 
or degrees of purity, anddietacvednuiiistjaftkmsof thepneets: 
with ue garmento of the prietUt and of the bicb prjeeCs ; witk 
the nature of the most holy place of the tenqSe, withoutcon. 
cealiDg any thiug, or adding any thing io the knoarn truth of 
things. 

11, After this, I shall relate the barbanty of the tj^raoU 
towards the people of their own nation, as wdl as the indul- 
genoe of the Romans in iqparing foreigners ; and how often 
Titus, out of his desire to preserve the city and the temple^ 
invited the seditious to come to terms of aooomniodadon« I 
shall distii^isb also the sufferings of the people, and tbeir 
calamities ; how far they were afflicted by the sedition, and 
how far by the famine, and at length were taken. Norahdi 
I omit to mention the misfortunes of the deserters, nor tlie 
punishments inflicted on the captives ; as also, how tiae temfk 
was burnt aeainst the consent of Csdsar, and how many sacred 
things that had been laid up in the temple were snatched out 
of t^ fire; the destruction also of the oitire cily, with ikt 
signs and wonders that went beSate it ; and the taking tbt 
trrants captives, and the multitude of those that were jnade 
Slaves, and into what different misfortunes they were evety 
one distributed. Moreover, what the BoauuM did totiie 
remains of the war ; and how they demolished the strong- 
holds that were in the country : and how Titus went over tae 
whole country, and settled its affiurs ; together with his return 
into Italy, and his triumph. 

12. I have comprehended all these things in seven books; 
and have left no occasion for complaint or accusation to sndi 
as have been acquainted with this war ; and I have written it 
down for the sake of those that love truth, but not for thoie 
that please themselves [with fictitous relations.] And I wiH 
begin my account of these things, with what I call my Finl 
Chapter. 



* Tbete 7* or rather 5, degrees of purity, or purifioadan, ue «»i 
heretfter, B. v. chap. v. sect. 6. foL iv. The Rabbins make 10 d^yqefi tf 
them, as Reland thcie informs us. 
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BOOK I. 



X^oBtmmag ihn miemal trfonc binirod and sixty-aeven years. 

F&OM TflE TAKING OF JSSU8ALEM BY AMTIOOKUS CTVPHAKKS, 
TO THE DEATH OF HEBOJD THE OBEAT. 

CHAP. L 

H0W the dip ofJeruMkm vma iakea, mul the tempU jnUaged 
\bj/ Jntiocbu Epijgihanea.'] A$ <dio toncermitig the actums 
^the Maccabeesj MaUhiag, and Judoi : and concermng the 
death of Judas. 

fh At the same time that An^ochus^ who was called 
JpipkaneSf had a quarrel with the sixth Ptolemy about his 
qght to the whole country of Syria, a sreat sedition fell 
among the men of power in Judeay and they had a conten- 
tioQ about obtaining the government ; while each of those 
that were of dignity could not endure to be subject to their 
equals. However, Onias, one of the high priests, got the 
better, and cast the sons of Tobias out oflhe city ; who fled 
to AnUochus, and besought him Unmake use of them for his 
leaders, and to make an expedition into Judea. The king, 
being thereto disposed beforehand, complied with them, and 
came upon the Jews with a great army^ and took their city 
by force, and slew a great multitude of those that favoured 
Ftolemy, and sent out his soldiers to plunder them without 
mercy. He also spoiled the temple, and put a stop to the 
constant practice of offering a dmly sacrifice of expiation, for 
tbree years and six months. But Onks the hig|h priest fled 
to Ptolemy, and received a place from him in the Nomus of 
Heliopolis, where he built a city resembling Jerusalem, and 



252 THE JEWISH WAR. BOOK I. 

a temple that was like its temple ;* coDcerDing which we 
shall speak more in its proper place hereafter. 

2. Now Antiochus was not satisfied either with this unex- *^ 
pected taking the city, or, with its pillage, or with the greit 
slaughter he had made there ; but being oreroome with his 
violent passions, and remembering what he had suffered dur- 
ing the siege, he compelled the Jews to dissolve the laws of 
their country, and to keep their infants uncircumcised ; and 
to sacrifice swine^s flesh upon the altar ; against which they 
all opposed themselves, and the most approved among them 
were put to death. Bacchides also, who was sent to kera 
the fortresses, having these wicked commands joined to his 
own natural barbarity, indulged all sorts of the extremest 
wickedness, and tormented the worthiest of the inhabitants, 
man by man, and threatened their city every day with open 
destruction ; till at length he provoked the poor sufferers by 
the extremity of his wicked doings to avenge themselves. 

3. Accordingly Matthias, the son of Asamoneus, one of the 
priests who lived at a village called Modin, armed himself, 
together with his own family, which had five of his sons in i^ 
and slew Bacchides with daggers ; and thereupon^ out of the 
fear of the many garrisons [of the enemy,] he fled to the 
mountains ; and so many of the people followed him that he 
was enconraged to come down from the mountiuns, and to 
ffive battle to Antiochus^s generals; when he beat them, and 
drove them out of Judea. So he cahie to the government 
by this his success, and became the prince of his own people 
by their own free consent ; and then died, leaving the govern- 
ment to Judas his eldest son. 

4. Now Judas, supposing that Antiochus would not lie still, 

fathered an army out of his own countrymen, and was the 
rst that .made a league of friendship with the Romans, and 
drove Epiphanes out of the country when he bad made a 
second expedition into it, and this by giving him a great de. 
feat there ; and when he was warmed oy this great success, 
be made an assault upon the garrison that was in the city, for 
it had not been cut off hitherto ; so he ejected them oat of 
the upper city, and drove the soldiers into the lower, which 
part of the city was called the CttadeL He then ^t the 
temple under his power, and cleansed the whole place, and 
walled it round about, and made new vessels for sacred mi- 
nistrations, and brought them into the temple, because the 

* I see little difference in the several accounts in Josephus about the E^jpdan 
temple Onion, of which large complaints are made by his commentators* Oniaa, 
it seems, hoped to have made it very like that at Jerusalem, and of the same-di- 
mensions ; and so he appears to have really done, as far as he was able^ and 
thought proper. Of this temple, see Antiq. B. ziii ch. iii. sect. 1, 2, 3: and 
Of the War, B. vu. ch. x: sect. 3. 
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speak falsely by the pains they endured, said, that Alexander 
and his brother Aristobulus plotted against him, and waited 
for an opportunity to kill him as he was hunting, and then 
to fly away to Rome. These accusations, though they were 
of an incredible nature, and only framed upon the great dis- 
tress they were in, were readily believed by the king, who 
thought it some comfort to him, after he had bound his son, 
that it might appear he had not done it unjustly* 



CHAP. XXV. 

Jrcfielaus procures a reconciliation between Alexander j PheroraSf 

and Herod. 

§ 1. Now as to Alexander, since he perceived it impossible 
to persuade bis father that he was innocent, he resolved to 
meet his calamities, how severe soever they were ; so he com- 

Eosed four books against his enemies, and confessed that he 
ad been in a plot ; but declared withal, that the greatest 
part of the courtiers were in a plot with him, and chiefly 
Fheroras and Salome ; nay, that Salome once came, and 
forced him to lie with her in the night time, whether he 
would or not. These books were put into Herod^s hands, 
and made a great clamour against the men in power. And 
DOW it was that Archelaus came hastily into Judea, as being 
affrighted for his son-in-law, and his daughter ; and he came 
as a proper assistant, and in a very prudent manner, and by a 
stratagem he obliged, the king not to execute what he had 
threatened ; for when he was come to him, he cried out, 
" Where in the world is this wretched son-in-law of mine ? 
where shall I see that head of his which contrived to murder 
his father ? which I will tear to pieces with my own hands. 
I will do the same also to my daughter, who hath such a fine 
husband ; for although she be not a partner in the plot, yet, 
by being the wife of such a creature, she is polluted. And 
I cannot but admire at thy patience, against whom this plot 
is laid, if Alexander be still alive ; for as I came with what 
baste I could from Cappadocia, I expected to find him put 
to death for his crimes long ago ; but still in order to make 
an examination with thee about my daughter, whom, out of 
regard to thee and thy dignity, I had espoused to him in mar- 
riage ; but now we must take counsel about them both ; and 
if thy paternal afiection be so great that thou canst not 
punish thy son who hath plotted against thee, let us change 
our right hands, and let us succeed one to the other in ex- 
pressing our rage upon this occasion.^ 

2. Wlieu he had made this pompous declaration, he got 
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CHAP. II. 

Concerning the Successors cf Judas^ who were Janathan^ mk ^ 

Simeon^ and John Hyrcanus. 



I 



1. Wheh Jonathan, who was Jodas^s bro€her, sueeeeded 
im, he behaved himself with great cireumifiection m otkr 
respects, with relation to his own people; and he oorrobo- 
rated his authority, by preserving his fiieacbbip witb the Bo- 
mans. He also made a league with Antiochus the soa. Yet 
was not all this sufficient for his security ; lor the tyraat 
Trypho, who was guardian to Antiochus^s son, Jaid 'pbt 
against him ; and, besides that, endeavoured to take off Im 
friends, and caught Jonathan by a wile, as be was going to 
Ptolemais to Antiochus, with a few persons in his company, 
and put him in bonds, and then maae an •xpeditioo against 
the Jews; but when he was afterward driven away by 
Simeon, who was Jonathan's brother, and was enraged at 
his defeat, he put Jonathan to death. 

8. However, Simeon managed the public affiiirs after a 
courageous manner, and took Oamra, and Joppa, and Jam- 
nia, which were cities in the neighbourhood. He ako got 
the garrison under, and demolished the citadeL He was 
afterwards an auxiliary to Antiochus^ agwnst Trypho^ whoa 
be besieged in Dora, before he went on his expedition against 
the Medes : yet could not he make the kins ashamed of his 
ambition, though he had assisted him in kilmig Trypbo; for 
it was not long ere Antiochus sent Cendebeus, his genera), 
with an army to lay waste Judea, and to subdue Simeon : yet 
be, though he were now in years, conducted the war as ifhe 
were a much younger man. He also sent his aons iritli a 
band of strong men agamst Antiochus, while he took part of 
the army himsetf with him, and fell upon him from another 
quarter : be also laid a great many men in ambush in BMwy 
places of the mountains, and was superior in all his attaclis 
upon them ; and when he had been conqueror after ao glo- 
rious a manner, he was made high priest, and also ftved the 
Jews from the dominion of the Macedonians after a hunditd 
and seventy years of the empire [of Seleucus.] 

3. This Simeon also had laid a plot against him, and was 
slain at a feast by his son-in-law Ptolemy, v4io put his wife 
and two sons into prison^ and sent some persons to kill John, 
who was also called Hyreanus,^ But wnen the young man 

* Why thit John, the son of Simeon, the high priest, and gOTemor of the 
Jews, was caUed Hyrcanusy Josephus no where informs as ; nor b he eaUed 
other than John at the end of the first book of the Maccabees. JbirCTW, 
Sixtus Senensis, when he gires us an epitome of the Greek veraion of tbe 
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WAS informed of their coming beforehand, he made baste to 

Sit to the city, as having a very great confidence in the people 
ere, both on account of the memory of the glorious actions 
of hfS father, and of the hatred they could not but bear to - 
the injustice of Ptolemy. Ptolemy also made an attempt to 
get into the city by another gate ; but was repelled by the 
people who had just then admitted of Hyrcanus ; so he 
retired presently to one of the fortresses that were above 
Jericho, which was called DagovL Now when Hyrcanus 
had received the high-priesthood^ which his father had held 
before, and had offered sacrifice to God, he made great haste 
to attack Ptolemy, that he might afford relief to his mother 
and brethren. 

4. So he laid siege to the fortress^ and was superior to 
Ptolemy in other respects, but was overcome by 'him as to 
the just affection [he had for his relations] : for when Pto- 
lemy was distressed, he brought forth his mother, and his 
bt^hren, and set them upon the wall, and beat them with 
rods in every body's sight, and threatened that, unless he 
would go away immediately, he would throw them down 
beadlong: at which sight Hyrcanus^s commiseration and 
concern were too hard for his anger. But his mother was 
not dismayed, neither at the stripes she received, nor at the 
death with which she was threatened ; but stretched out her 
hands, and prayed hdr son not to be moved with the injuries 
that she suffered, to spare the wretch ; since it was to her 
better to die by the means of Ptolemy, than to live ever so 
long, provided he might be punished for the injuries he had 
done to their family. Now John^s case was this : When he 
considered the courage of his mother, and heard her entreaty, 
he set about his attacks ; but when he saw her beaten, and 
torn to pieces with the stripes, he grew feeble, and was en- 
tirely overcome by his affections. And as the siege was de- 
layed by this means, the year of rest came on, upon which 
the Jews rest every seventh year, as they do on every seventh 
day. On this year, therefore, Ptolemy was freed from being 
betieeed, and slew the brethren of John, with their mother, 
and ned to Zeno, who was alito called Cotylas, who was the 
tyrant of Philadelphia. 

5. And now Antiochus was so angry at what he had suf- 
fered flrom Simeon, that he made an expedition into Judea, 
And sat down before Jerusalem, andbesi^d Hyrcanus; but 
Hyrcanus opened the sepulchre of David, who was the richest 

book hoe abridged by Jotephui, or of the CamnUdet of thii John HTicMiut, 
than ejEtant, assures us that he was odled Hyrcanus from his conquest of one 
ot that name. See Authent. Rec Rurt I. page 207* But of this younger 
Aoilochus, see Dean AUhkh*8 note here. 
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of all kings, and took thence about three thousand talents in 
money, and induced Antiochus, by the promise of three thoo. 
sand talents, to raise the siege. Moreover, he was the first of 
the .lews that had money enough, and began to hire fordgn 
auxiliaries also. 

6. However, at another time, when Antiochus was gone 
upon an expedition against the Medes, and so gave Hyrcanus 
an opportunity of being revenged upon him, he immediately 
made an attack upon the cities of Syria, as thinking, what 
proved to be the case with them, that he should find them 
empty of good troops. So he took Madabaand Samea, with 
the towns in their neighbourhood, as also Sechem and Geris- 
zim ; and besides these [he subdued J the nation of the Cha- 
theans, who dwelt round about that temple which was built 
in imitation of the temple at Jerusalem ; he also took a great 
many other cities of Idumea, with Adoreon, and Marissa. 

7. He also proceeded as far as Samaria, where is now the 
city Sebaste, which was built by Herod the king, and encom- 
passed it all round with a wall, and set his sons Aristobulus 
and Antigonus over the siege ; who pushed it on so hard, 
that a famine so far prevailed within the city that they were 
forced to eat what never was esteemed food. They also in- 
vited Antiochus, who was called Cyzicenua^ to come to thdr 
assistance ; whereupon he got ready, and complied with their 
invitation, but was beaten by Aristobulus and Antigonus; 
and indeed he was pursued as far as Scythopolis by these 
brethren^ and fled away from them. So they returned back 
to Samaria, and shut the multitude again within the wall; 
and when they had taken the city, they demolished it, and 
made slaves of its inhabitants. And as they had still great 
success in their undertakings, they did not suffer their zeal to 
cool, but marched with an army as far as Scvthopolisy and 
made an incursion upon it, and laid waste all the country 
that lay within Mount Carmel. 

8. But then, these successes of John and of his sons made 
them be envied, and occasioned a sedition in the country, and 
many there were who got together, and would not be at rest 
till ttiey break out into open war, in which war they were 
beaten. So John lived the rest of his life very happily, and 
administered the government after a most extraordinary man- 
ner, and this for thirty-three entire years together. He 
died, leaving five sons I>ehind him. He was certainly a very 
happy man, and afforded no occasion to have any complaint 
made of fortune on his account. He it was who alone had 
three of the most desirable things in the world, the govern- 
ment of his nation, and the high-pricstbood, and the gift of 
prophecy. For the Deity conversed with him, and he was 
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not ignorant of any thing that was to come afterward ; inso- 
much that he foresaw and foretold that his two eldest sons 
would not continue masters of the government ; and it will 
bighly deserve our narration, to describe their catastrophe, and 
liow lar inferior these men were to their father in /elicity. 



CHAP. III. 

How ArUtobulus was the Jirat that put a diadem about his 
headj and, after he had put hia mother and brother to 
deaths died himself ^ when he had reigned no more than a 
year. 

§ 1. For after the death of their father, the elder of them, 
Aristobulus, changed the government into a kingdom, and 
was the first that put the diadem about his head^ four hundred 
seventy and one years and three months after our people 
came down into this country, when they were set free from 
the Babylonian slavery. Now of his brethren he appeared 
to have an affection for Antigonus, who was next to him, and 
made him his equal ; but for the rest he bound them, and 

Et them in prison. He also put his mother in bonds, for 
r contesting the government with him ; for John had left 
lier to be the governess of the public affairs. He also pro- 
ceeded to that degree of barbarity as to cause her to be pmed 
to death in prison. 

8. But vengeance circumvented him in the affair of his 
brother Antigonus, whom he loved, and whom he made his 
partner in the kingdom ; for he slew him by the means of the 
ealumnies which ill men about the palace contrived against 
him. iVt first, indeed, Aristobulus would not believe their 
reports, partly out of the affection he had for his brother, 
and partly because he thought that a great part of these tales 
were owing to the envy of the relators. However, as Antigo- 
nus came once in a splendid manner from the army to that 
festival, wherein our ancient custom is to make tabernacles 
for God, it happened in those days that Aristobulus was sick, 
ind that at the conclusion of the feast, Antigonus came up 
to it, with his armed men about him : and this, when he was 
idorned in the finest manner possible, and that, in great mea- 
sure, to pray to God on the behalf of his brother. Now at 
this very time it was, that these ill men came to the king, 
and told him in what a pompous manner the artned men 
same^ and with what insolence Antigonus marched, and that 
such his insolence was too great for a private person, and 
that accordingly he was come with a great band of men to 
Irill him ; for that he could not endure this bare enjoyment 
>f royal honour, when it was in his power to take the* king- 
lom himself. i . 

VOL. III. S 
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country, and sent to the Upper Barbarians :* I Joseph, the 
son of Matthias, by birth an Hebrew, a priest also, and one 
who at first fought against the Romans myself, and wis 
forced to be present at what was done afterwards ; [am the 
author of this work.] 

2. Now at the time when this great concussion of affiun 
happened, the afiairs of the Romans were themselves in gieit 
disorder. These Jews also, who were for innovations, then 
arose when the times were disturbed ; they were also in • 
flourishing condition for strength and riches, insomuch thit 
the affairs of the east were then exceeding tumultuous, wUle 
some hoped for g£un, and others were afraid of loss in sodi 
troubles; fer the Jews hoped that all of tbeir natioB whkh 
were beyond Euphrates would have raised an insurrectiai 
together with them. The Gauls also, in the neighbourhood 
of the Romans, were in motion, and the Celtss were not quiet; 
but all was in disorder, after the death of Nero. And the 
opportunity now offered, induced many to aim at the rojil || 
power; and the soldiery affected change, out of the hopes of L 
^tting money. I thought it, therefore, an absuid thxig to i| 
see the truth falsified in afiairs of such great consequence, and L 
to take BO notice of it ; but to suffer those Greeks and 'SLcmm u 
liiat were not in the wars, to be ignorant of these thin^.nl 
to read either flatteries or fictions ; while the Farthian^ ad 
Babylonians, and the remotest Arabians, and those «f oar 
nation beyond Euphrates, with the Adiabeni, by my 
knew accurately both whence the war begun, wliat 
it brought upon us, and after what manner it ended. 

S. It is true, these writers have the confidence to call thdr 
accounts kutarie^; wherein yet they seem to me to &il of thv 
own purpose, as well as to relate nothing that is sound; tx 
^hey nave a mind to demonstrate the greatness of the BonMDi» 
while they still dimimsh and lessen the actions of the Jews; 
■MU not dtacemieg how it cannot be that those musl; anpMT 
to be great, who have only conquered those that were little 
Nor are they ashamed to overlook the length of the war, the 
mukitode of die Roman forces who so greatly suffered in it, 
or the might cf the commanders ; whose great labours aboat 
Jerusalem will be deemed inglorious, if what they achieved 
be redconed but a small matter. 



* Who theie Upper Barbarisos, remote ftom the sea, were, Joicpbas ha- 
edf niU mSaan us, sect. 2. viz. the Farthia&s, and Babylonians, and fOBOMt 
Arabians [or the Jews among them ;] besides the Jews beyond BaphfatM^ uA 
the Aduibeni or Assyrians. Whence we also leani, that tfaev PortfaiaBa, Ba- 
bylonians, dw remotest Arabians, [or at leaat the Jews amoi^ than,] as abo 
the Jews beyond Euphrates, and the Adiabeni or Assyrians, undentood JoK- 
pfau8*8 Hebrew, or rather ChaUaiC) books of the Jewish war, befino Ifaey «■* 
put into the Greek language. 



PB£FACE. 347 

1. However, I will not go into the other extreme, out of 
foposition to these men who extol the Romans, nor will I 
Oetermine to raise the actions of my countrymen too high ; but 
I will prosecute the actions of both parties wkh accuracy. 
Vet shall I suit my language to the passions I am under, as to 
tbe affairs I describe ; and must be allowed to indulge some 
IsmentaUonsupon th^ miseries undergone by my own country. 
iftr that it was a seditious temper ofour own that destroyed 
il, and tiiat they were the tyrants among tbe Jews who brought 
th^ Roman power upon us, who unwillingly attacked us, and 
OQcaooned the burning ofour holy temple, Titus Csesar, who 
deatEoyed it, is himself a witness, who, during tbe entire war, 
pitied tbe people who were kept under by tbe seditious, and 
oKd often voluntarily delay the taking of the city, and allowed 
Avie to tbe siege, in order to let the authors have opportunity 
Bmt rejpentance. But if any one makes an unjust accusation 
Igninst us, when we speak so passionately about the tyrants, 
9r the robbers, or sorely bewail tbe misfortunes of our coun- 
Hy, let him indulge my affections herein, though it be contrary 
Id the rules for writing history : because it had so come to 
lllflB, that our city Jerusalem had arrived at an higher degree 
lifi^icity than any other city under the Roman government, 
^pj ^et at lafit fell into ibe sorest of ^calamities again. Ac- 
iffindingly it appears to me, that tbe misfortunes* of all men, 
fiom tbe beginningof the world, if they be compared to these 
of the Jews, are not. so considerable as they were ; while the 
authors of them were not foreigners neither. This makes it 
iffj^possible for me to contain my lamentations. But if any 
ma -be inflexible in his censures to me, let him attribute the 
facts themselves to tbe historical part ; and the lamentations 
tm the writer himself (miy. 

£• However, I may justly blame tbe learned men amoi^ 
tha 'Greeks, who, when such great actions have been done in 
thflir own times, which, upon tbe comparison, quite eclipse 
the old wars, do yet sit as judges of those affairs, and pass 
Utter censures upon the laoours of the best writers of anti- 

Sity ; which moderns, although they may be superior to the 
I writers in eloquence, yet are they inferior to them in the 
exflcution of what they intended to do. While these also write 
new histories about tbe Assyrians and Medes ; as if the ancient 
writers had not described their afiairs as they ou^ht to have 
dome ; although these be as far inferior to them m abilities, 
as they are different in their notions from them. For of old 

* Thtt theao calamities of tbe Jews, who were our SaTiout's murderers, 
wse to 'be the greatest that had ever been siooe the beginniDg of the world, 
oux Saviour had directly foretold* Mat. xxiv. 2L Morkxiii. 10. Luke xxi. 
83, 24. and that they proved to be such accordingly, Josc^hus Is here a most 
■ntfaentic witneu. 
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every one took upon them to write what happened in his own 
time ; where their immediate concern in the actions made 
their promises of value ; and where it must be reproachful to 
write lies, when they must be known by the readers to be 
such. But then, an undertaking to preserve the memory of 
what hath not been before recorded, and to represent the jl> 
affairs of one's own time to those that come afterwards, is 
really worthy of praise and commendation. Now be is to be 
esteemed to nave taken good pains in earnest, not who does 
no more than change the disposition and order of other men's 
works, but be who not only relates what had not been related > 
before, but composes an entire body of history of his own: 
accordingly I have been at great charges, and have taken very 
creat pains about this history, thoum I be a for^gner ; and 
do deaicate this work, as a memorial of great actions, bothto 
the Greeks and to the Barbarians. But for some of our own 

Erincipal men, their mouths are wide open, and their tongoo 
K)sed presently, for gain and lawsuits, but quite muuled 
up when they are to write history, where they must speik 
truth, and gather facts together with a great deal of pains; 
and so they leave the writing such histories to weaker 
people, and to such as are not acquainted with the actkns 
of princes. Yet shall the real truth of historical facts be 
preferred by us, how much soever it be neglected among the 
Greek historians. 

6*. To write concerning the Antiquities of the Jews, who 
they were [originally,] and how they revolted from the Egyp- 
tians, and what country they travelled over, and what eomi- 
tries they seized upon afterward, and how they were removed 
out of them, I think this not to be a fit opportunity, and on 
other accounts also superfluous : and this because many Jews 
before me have composed the histories of our ancestors very 
exactly ; as have some of the Greeks done it also, and have 
translated our histories into their own tongue, and have not 
much mistaken the truth in their histories. But then, where 
the writers of these afiairs, and our prophets, leave off,>tbenoe 
shall I take my rise, and begin my history. Now as to what 
concerns that war which happened in my own time, I will go 
over it very lar^ly, and with all the diligence I am able : but 
for what preceded mine own age, that I shall run over briefly. 
7. FFor example, I shall remte] how Antiochus, who was 
named Epiphanes, took Jerusalem by force, and held it three 
years and three months, and was then ejected out of the 
country by the sons of Asamoneus ; after that, how thrir 
posterity quarrelled about the government, and brought upon 
their settlement the Romans and Pompey ; how Herod also, 
the son of Antipater, dissolved their government, and brought 
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Soaius upon them ; as also how our people made a seditton 
upon Herod^s death, while Augustus was the Soman em- 
peror, and Quintilius Varus was in that country : and how 
the war brf))ce out in the twelfth year of Nero, with what hap- 

Cned to Cestius ; and what places the Jews assaulted in an 
stile manner in the first sallies of the war. 

8. As also [I shall relate] how they built walls about the 
neighbouring cities ; and how Nero, upon Cestius's defeat, 
was in fear of the entire event of the war, and thereupon made 
Vespasian general in this war ; and how this Vespasian, with 
the elder* of his sons, made an expedition into the country of 
Judea; what was the number of the Roman army that he 
made use of ; and how many of his auxiliaries were cut ofi^in 
aU Galilee ; and how he took some of its cities entirely, and 
by force, and others of them by treaty, and on terms. Now 
when I am come so far, I shall describe the good order of the 
Bomans in war, and the discipline of their legions ; the am- 
plitude of both the Galilees, with its nature, and the limits of 
Judea. And besides this, I shall particularly ^ over what is 
peculiar to the country, the lakes and fountams that are in 
tliem, and what misenes happened to every city as they were 
taken ; and all this with accuracy as I saw the things done, or 
auffered in them. For I shall not conceal any of the cala- 
mities I myself endured, since I shall relate them to such as 
know the truth of them. 

9. After this, [I shall relate] how, when the Jews* affairs 
were become very bad, Nero died, and Vespasian, when he 
was going to attack Jerusalem, was called back to take the 
government upon him ; what signs happeued to him relating 
tohis gaining that government, and whi^t mutatioi£s of govern- 
ment then happeneid at Rome, and how he was unwillingly 
made emperor oy his soldiers; and how upon his departure 
to Egypt, to take upon him the government of the empire, 
the affairs of the Jews became very tumultuous ; as also, bow 
the tyrants rose up against them, and fell into dissensions 
among themselves. 

10. Moreover, [[I shall relate^ how Titus marched out of 
iEgypt into Judea the second time : as also how, and where, 
and how many forces he got together; and in what state the 
city was, by the means of the seditious, at his coming ; what 
attacks he made, and how many ramparts he cast up ; of the 
three walls that encompassed the city, and of their measures ; 
of the strength of the city, and the structure of the temple, 
and holy house : and besides, the measures of those edifices, 
and of the altar, and all accurately determined. A descrip- 

• Titui. 
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tion alio of cerUin of their fetdvak, and seven purifieatkNis* 
or degrees of purity. andcbetacffedministraCiooaof thepriesU: 
with me garmenU of the priests, and of the high priests ; mth 
the nature of the most holy place of the temple, without icoo- 
eealing any thing, or adding any thing (o the Jknovn truth of 
things. 

1 1. After this, I shall relate the barbanty of the tyraots 
towards the people of their own nation, as wdl as the indul- 
genoe of the Romans in sparing foreigners ; and bow often 
Titus, out of his desire to preserve the city and the teinplfl^ 
invited the seditious to come to terms of aooommodation. I 
shall distinguish also the sufferings of the people, and their 
calamities ; how far they were afflicted by the sedition, and 
bow far by the famine, and at length were taken. Norahdi 
I omit to menUon the misfortunes of the deserters, nor the 
punishments inflicted on the captives ; as also, bow llie temfk 
was burnt aeainstthe consent of Csdsar, and how many sacred 
things that bad been laid up in the temple were snatched out 
of the fire; the destruoCioa also of the oitire city, with the 
signs and wonders that went be£»e it ; and the taking tbt 
tvrants captives^ and the multitude of those that were made 
Slaves, and into what different misfortunes they were every 
one distributed. Moreover, what the Bomana did totlie 
remains of the war ; and how they demolished the stmng- 
holds that were in the country : and how Titus went over this 
whole country, and settled its affitirs ; together with bis retam 
into Italy, and his triumph. 

12. I have comprehended all these things in seven books; 
and have left no occasion for complaint or accusation to such 
as have been acquainted with this war ; and I have written it 
down for the sake of those that love truth, but not for those 
that please themselves [with fictitous relations.] And I will 
begin my account of these things, with what I call qay First 
Chapter. 



* Tbeqe 7* or rather 5, degrees of purity, or purifioalian, tat eni 
iiereBfteE, B. v. chap. v. sect. 6. foL iv. The Babhins make 10 d^yqefi tf 
them, as Reland thcie informs us. 
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CHAP. VI. 

Whfn HyrcanuB^ who was Akxander^s hnr^ receded from kU 
. c/otm of the crown, Aristobtdui is made kingy and afterward 
. ifiie same Hyrcanus^ by means, of Antipaier, is brought back 
by Aretas, At last Pompey is made the arbitrator of the 
. dispute between the brothers. 

51. Now Hyrcanus was heir to the kingdom, and to him 
id his mother commit it before she died; but Aristobolus 
was superior to him in power and magnanimity ; and when 
there was a battle between them, to decide the dispute about 
the kingdonl, near Jericho^ the greatest part deserted Hyrca- 
niis^ and went over to Aristobulus; but Hyrcanus, with those 
of his party who stayed with him, fled to Antonia, and got 
into his power the hostages that might be for his preservation 
(which were Aristobulus's wife, with her children); but they 
came to an agreement, before things should come to extre- 
mities, that Aristobulus should be king, and Hyrcanus should 
fesisn that up, but retain all the rest of his dignities, as being 
the icing's brother. Hereupon they were reconciled to each 
other in the temple, and emoraced one another in a very kind 
nianner, while the people stood round about them ; they also 
dmnged their houses, while Aristobulus went to the royal 
palace, and Hyrcanus retired to the house of Aristobulus. 
' 2. Now those other people which were at variance with 
Aiistobulus, were afraid upon his unexpected obtaining the 
government; and especially this concerned Antipater,* whom 
Aristobulus hated of old. He was by birth a:n Idumean, and 
oibe of the principal of that nation, on account of his ances- 
tors and riches, and other authority to him belonging: he 
also persuaded Hyrcanus to fly to Aretas, the king of Arabia, 
and to lay claim to the kingdom : as also he persuaded Are- 
ias to receive Hyrcanus, and to bring him back to his king- 
dom : he also cast reproaches upon Aristobulus, as to his- 
morals, and gave great commendations to Hyrcanus, and ex- 
horted Aretas to receive him, and tpld him how becoming a 
thing it would be for him, who ruled so great a kingdom, to 
afTord his assistance to such as are injured; alleging, that 
Hyrcanus was treated unjustly,' by being deprived of that 
dominion which belonged to him by the prerogative of his 
birth. And when he had predisposed them both to do what 
be would have them, he took Hyrcanus by night, and ran 
away from the city, and, continuing his flight with great 
iwiftaess, he escaped to the place called Petra, which is the 

* That this Antipater, the father of Hezod the Great, was an IdumeoHy as 
Josephus affirms here, see the note on AnUq- B. xiv. chapt z? • sect. S. . 



252 THE JEWISH WAR. BOOK I. 

a temple that was like its temple ;* concerning which we 
shall speak more in its proper place hereafter. 

2. Now Antiochus was not satisfied either with this unex- 
pected takiqg the city, or .with its pillage, or with the great 
slaughter he hod made there; but being overcome with hb 
violent passions, and remembering what he had suffered dur- 
ing the siege, he compelled the Jews to dissolve the laws of 
their country, and to keep their infants uncircumcised ; and 
to sacrifice swine'^s flesh upon the altar ; against which they 
all opposed themselves, and the most approved among them 
were put to death. Bacchides also, who was sent to keep 
the fortresses, having these wicked commands joined to his 
own natural barbarity, indulged all sorts of the extremest I 
wickedness, and tormented the worthiest of the inhatntants, 
man by man, and threatened their city every day with open 
destruction ; till at length he provoked the poor sufferers by 
the extremity of his wicked doings to avenge themselves. 

3. Accordingly Matthias, the son of Asamoneus, one of the 
priests who lived at a village called Modin, armed himself, 
together with his own family, which had five of his sons in it, 
and slew Bacchides with daggers ; and thereupon, out of the 
fear of the many garrisons [of the enemy,] he fled to the 
mountains ; and so many of the people followed him that he 
was encodraged to come down from; the mountiuns, and to 

five battle to Antiochus^s generals ; when he beat them, and 
rove them out of Judea. So he caiiie to the government 
by this his success, and became the prince of his own people 
by their own free consent ; and then died, leaving the govern- 
ment to Judas his eldest son. 

4. Now Judas, supposing that Antiochus would not lie still, 

fathered an army out of his own countrymen, and was the 
rst that j[nade a league of friendship with the Romans, and 
drove Epiphanes out of the country when he had made a 
second expedition into it, and this by giving him a great de. 
feat there ; and when he was warmed oy this great success, 
be made an assault upon the garrison that was in the city, for 
it had not been cut off hitherto ; so he ejected them oat of 
the upper city, and drove the soldiers into the lower, which 
part of the city was called the Citadel. He then got the 
temple under his power, and cleansed the whole place, and 
walled it round about, and made new vessels for sacred mi- 
nistrations, and brought them into the temple, because the 

* I see little difference in the several accounts in Josephus about the I^ypdan 
temple Onion, of which large complaints are made by his commentators* Oaias, 
it seems, hoped to have made it very Hke that at Jerusalem, and of the same-di- 
mensions ; and so he appears to have reaUy done, as far as he was aUe, and 
thought proper. Of this temple, see Antiq. B. ziii. ch. iii. sect. 1, 2, 3 ; and 
Of the War, B. vii. ch. xl sect. 3, 
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former vessels had been profaned. He also built another 
altar, and began to offer the sacrifices ; and, when the city 
had already received its sacred constitution agftin, Antiochus 
died ; whose son Antiochus succeeded him in the kingdom, 
and in his hatred to the Jews also, 

5. So this Antiochus got together fifty thousand footmen, 
an^ five thousand horsemen, and fourscore elephants, and 
marched through Judea, into the mountainous parts. He 
then took Bethsura, which was a small city ; but at a place 
called Btihzatharias^ where the passage was narrow, Judas 
met him with his army. However, before the forces joined 
battle, Judas^s brother, Eleazar, seeing the very highest of the 
elephants adorned with a large tower, and witn military trap- 
ping of gold to guard him, and supposing that Antiochus 
himself was upon him, he ran a great way before his own 
army, and, cutting his way through the enemies^ troops, he 
got up to the elephant ; yet could he not reach him who 
seemed to be the king, by reason of his being so high : but 
still he ran his weapon into the belly of the beast, and brought 
him down upon himself, and was crushed to death, having 
done no more than attempted great things, and showed that 
be preferred glory before life. Now he that governed the 
eleptiant was but a private man ; and had he proved to be 
Antiochus, Eleazar had performed nothing more by this bold 
stroke than that it might appear he chose to die, when he 
bad the bare hope of thereby doing a glorious action ; nay, 
this disappointment proved an omen to his brother [Judas] 
how the entire battle would end. It is true that the Jews 
fought it out bravely for a long time ; but the king^s forces 
being superior in number, and having fortune on their side, 
obtained the victory. And, when a great manv of his men 
were slain, Judas took the rest with him, and fled to the to- 
parchv of Gophna. So Antiochus went to Jerusalem, and 
stayed there but a few days, for he wanted provisions, and so 
he went his way. He left indeed a garrison oehind him, such 
as he thought sufficient to keep the place; but drew the rest 
of his army off, to take their winter quarters in Syria. 

6. Now after the king was departed, Judas was not idle ; 
for as many of his own nation came to him, so he did gather 
those that had escaped out of the battle togetlier, and gave 
battle again to Antiochus^s generals at a village called Adasa; 
and being too hard for h'ls enemies in the battle, and killing 
a great number of them, he was at last himself slain alsa 
Nor was it many days afterward, that his brother John had 
a plot laid against him by Antiochus^s party, and was slain 
by them. 
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CHAP. 11. 

Cmiceming the SucceBsonrs of Jvda&y who were JonatMan^ (od 

Simeon^ and John Hyrcanus. 

I. Wher Jonathan, who was Jodas^s brother, sueoeeded 
iim, he behaired himself with great circumi^iection m otktr 
respects, with relation ta bis own people; and he corrobo- 
rated his authoritj, by preserving ms fnendsfaip with the Ra- 
mans. He also made a league with Antioehus the sob. Yet 
was not all this suffieient for his seeority ; lor the tjrast 
Trjpfao, who was gnardian to Antiochos^s son, laid ' pkt 
against him ; and, besides that, endeavoured to take ct Us 
friends, and caught Jonathan by a wile, as be waa going to 
Ptolemais to Antiochus, with a few persons in his oompany, 
and put him in bonds, and then maae an expedition against 
the Jews; but when he was afterward driven away fay 
Simeon, who was Jonathan's brother, and was enraged at 
his defeat, he put Jonathan to death. 

8. However, Simeon managed the public affiiirs after a 
courageous manner, and took Gazara, and Joppa, and Jam- 
iria, which were cities in the neighbourhood. He ako got 
the garrison under, and demolished the cttadeL He was 
afterwards an auxiliary to Antiochus^ against Trypbo^ whom 
be besieged in Dora, before he went on his expeditKm against 
the Medes : yet could not he make the king ashamed of his 
ambition, though he bad assisted him in kilnng Trypho; for 
it was not long ere Antfochus sent Cendebeus, his general, 
with an army to lay waste Judea, and to subdue Simeon : yet 
be, though he were now in years, conducted the war as if be 
were a much younger man. He also sent his sona wiiii a 
band of strong men against Antiochus, while he took part of 
the army himself with him, and fell upon him from another 
quarter : be also laid a great many men in ambush in mny 
places of the mountains, and was superior in all his attacks 
upon them ; and when be had been conqueror after so glo- 
rious a manner, he was made high priest, and also freed the 
Jews from the dominion of the Macedonians after a hundnsd 
and seventy years c^the empire [of Seleucus.] 

3. This Simeon also had laid a plot against him, and was 
slain at a feast by his son-in-law Ptolemy, who put his wife 
and two sons into prison, and sent some persons to kill John, 
who was also called HyrearmsJ^ But wlien the young man 

* Why this John, the son of Simeon, the high priest, and governor of llie 
Jews, was caUed Hyrcantu, Josephus no where infimns as ; nor it he aHM 
other than John at the end of the first book of the Macad>ees. ifasrerar, 
flistus Senensis, when he giTes us an epitome of the Greek vtnion of tlit 
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WHS inforined of their coming beforehand, he made ha;te to 

get to the cityi as having a very great confidence in the people 

there, both on account of the memory of the glorious actions 

of his father, and of the hatred they could not but bear to 

the injustice of Ptolemy. Ptolemy also made an attempt to 

get into the city by another gate ; but was repelled by the 

people who had just then admitted of Hyrcanus ; so he 

retired presently to one of the fortresses that were above 

Jericho, which was called Dagon. Now when Hyrcanus 

had received the high-priesthood, which his father had held 

before, and had offered sacrifice to God, he made great haste 

to attack Ptolemy, that he might afford relief to his mother 

and brethren. 

4. So be laid siege to the fortress, and was superior to 
Ptolemy in other respects, but was overcome by ■ him as to 
the just affection [he had for his relations] : for when Pto- 
lemy was distressed, he brought forth his mother, and his 
brethren, and set them upon the wall, and beat them with 
rods in every body's sight, and threatened that, unless he 
would go away immediately, he would throw them down 
headlong: at which sight Hyrcanus^s commiseration and 
concern were too hard for his anger. But his mother was 
not dismayed, neither at the stripes she received, nor at the 
death with which she was threatened ; but stretched out her 
hands, and prayed her son not to be moved with the injuries 
that she suffered, to spare the wretch ; since it was to her 
better to die by the means of Ptolemy, than to live ever so 
long, provided he might be punished for the injuries he had 
done to their family. Now John^s case was this : When he 
considered the courage of his mother, and heard her entreaty, 
he set about his attacks ; but when he saw her beaten, and 
torn to pieces with the stripes, he grew feeble, and was en- 
tirely overcome by his affections. And as the siege was de- 
layed by this means, the year of rest came on, upon which 
the Jews rest every seventh year, as they do on every seventh 
day. On this year, therefore, Ptolemy was freed from being 
besieged, and slew the brethren of John, with their mother, 
and fled to Zeno, who was also called Cotylasy who was the 
tyrant of Philadelphia. 

5. And now Antioohus was so angry at what he had suf- 
fered from Simeon, that he made an expedition into Judea, 
and sat down before Jerusalem, and ben^ged Hjrrcanus; but 
Hyrcanus opened the sepulchre of David, who was the richest 

book hen abridged by Joeephus, or of tbo Chnmiclet of thii John Hyrouiui, 
then extant, auures ub that he was odled Hyrcaout from hia conquest of ooe 
of that name. See Authent Rec. Fkrt I. page 207* But of this younger 
AnthKhus, see Dean Aldrlch*s note here. 
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country, and sent to the Upper Barbarians :* I Joseph, the 
son of Matthias, by birth an Hebrew, a priest also, and one 
who at first fought against the Romans myself, and wm 
forced to be present at what was done afterwards ; [am the 
author of this work.] 

2. Now at the time when this great concusdon of affiun 
happened, the affairs of the Romans were themselves in gieit 
disorder. These Jews also, who were for innovations^ then 
arose when the times were distuiiied ; they were also in • 
flourishing condition for strength and riches, insomuch tint 
the affairs of the east were then exceeding tumultuous, wUle 
some hoped for gain, and others were afraid of loss in sodi 
troubles; for the Jews hoped that all of tbeir aatba wUd 
were beyond Euphrates would have raised an insurrecdoa 
together with them. The Gauls also, in the neighbourhood 
of the Romans, were in motion, and the Celtse were not qmet; 
but all was in disorder, after the death of Nero. And the 
opportunity now offered, induced many to aim at the rojil 
power; and the soldiery affected change, out of the hopes .of 
getting money. I thought it, there&re, an absurd tluDg to 
see the truth falsified in main of such great consequence, and 
to take BO notice of it ; but to suffer those Greeks and Ronav 
diat were not in the wars, to be ignorant of these tIiiqg%jBd 
to read either flatteries or ficdons ; while the Farthianay jod 
Babylonians, and the remotest Arabians, and those of 00 
nation beyond Euphrates, with the Adiabeni, by my 
kttBw accurately both whence the war begun, what 
it brought upon us, and after what manner it ended. 

S. It is true, these writers have the confidence to caU their 
accounts kiatories ; wherein yet they seem to me to fiul of tbsir 
own purpose, as well as to relate nothing that is sound; tot 
4bey nave a mind to demonstrate the greatness of the Bomani, 
while diey still dimimsh and lessen the actions of the Jews; 
JM not diacenuBg how it cannot be that those must 'W'^ 
to be great, who have only conquered those th«t were littk. 
Nor are they ashamed to overlook the length of the war^ the 
mukitode of tiie Roman forces who so greatly suffeved in it, 
or the might of the commanders ; w4iose great labours aboat 
Jerusalem will be deemed inglorious, if what they achieved 
be reckoned but a small matter. 

* Who these Upper Barbarians, remote from the lea, were, JcMepboi has- 
idf wBl mSoian us, sect 2. viz. the Parthians, and Babylonians, and icMflMt 
AnUans [or the Jews among them ;] besides the Jews beyond BwphmtBij nd 
the AdiAeni or Assyrians. Whence we also loam, that these Partfaiaia,]is- 
l^lonians, te remotest Arabians, [or at least the Jews among tfaffn,] is aho 
the Jews beyond Euphrates, and the Adiabeni or Assyrians, undentood Jaw- 
phu8*8 Hebrew, or rather Chaldaic^ books of the Jewish war, hdkn they wm 
put into the Greek hmguage. 
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4. However, I will not go into the other extreme, out of 
opposition to these men who extol the Romans, nor will I 
Q^ermine to raise the actions of my countrymen too high ; but 
I will prosecute the actions of both parties wHh accuracy. 
Vet shall I suit my language to the passions I am under, as to 
tbe affairs I describe ; and must be allowed to indulge some 
lamentations upon the miseries undergone by my own country. 
Fm that it was a seditious temper of our own that destroyed 
it, and tha,t they were the tyrants among the Jews who brought 
(h^ Boman power upon us, who unwiUingly attacked us, and 
HQcaaioned the burning of our holy temple, Titus Csesar, who 
dbatEoyed it, is himself a witness, who, during the entire war^ 
utied the people who were kegpt under by the •seditious, and 
mi often voluntarily delay the taking of the city, and allowed 
Kwe to the ^ge, in order to let the authors have opportunity 
br ri^ntance. But if any one makes an unjust accusation 
llgwnat us, when we speak so pasuonately about the tyrants, 
qr the robbers, or sorely bewail the misfortunes of our coun- 
My, let him indulge my affections herein, though it be contrary 
tp the rules for writing history : because it bad so come to 
imv, tjhat our city Jerusalem had arrived at an higher degree 
^sUlicity than any other dty under the Roman government, 
kpti yet at last fell into the sorest of «calamities again. Ac- 
fp^uagly it appears to me, that the misfortunes* of all men, 
fiom the beginning of the world, if they be compared to these 
of the Jews, are not. so comuderable as they were ; while the 
Wthors of them were not foreigners neither. This makes it 
ipqpossiUe for me to contain my lamentations. But if any 
mki^ h^ inflexible in his censures to me, let him attribute the 
iacts themselves to the historical part ; and the lamentations 
la tlie writer himsdf only. 

£• However, I may justlv blame the learned men among 
tha -Greeks, who, when such great actions have been done in 
dmr owa times, which, upon the comparison, quite eclipse 
Ae old wars, do yet sit as judges of those affairs, and pass 
Itttier censures upon the labours of the best writers of anti- 
fuity ; which moderns, although they may be superior to the 
ud wiiters in eloquence, yet are they inferior to them in the 
cxecutioQ of what they intended to do. While these also write 
new histories about the Assyrians and Modes ; as if the ancient 
writers had not described their affairs as they ought to have 
done ; although these be as far infierior to them in abilities, 
as ihey are different in their notions from them. For of old 

* That thete calamities of the Jews, who were our Saviour's murderers, 
wwe to 'be the greatest that had ever been sIdob the beginning of the wodd, 
our Saviour bad dixectly foretold. Mat. xxiv. 2L Mark xiii. 19. Luke xxi. 
S3f 24. and that they proved to be such accordingly, Josc^hus is here a most 
authentic witness. 
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to the fortress Gamalay that he might hinder their inhabi- 
tants from getting provisions out of Galilee. 

73. As soon as I had gotten intelligence of this, I sent two 
thousand armed men, and a captain over them^ whose name 
was Jeremiahj who raised a bank a farlong off Julias, near 
to the river Jordan^ and did no more than skirmish with the 
enemy ; till I took three thousand soldiers myself, and came 
to them. But on the next day, when I had laid an ambush 
in a certain valley, not far from the banks, I provoked those 
that belonged to the king to come to a battle, and gave or- 
ilers to my own soldiers to turn their backs upon them, until 
they should have drawn the enemy away from their camp^ 
and brought them out into the field, which was done accord- 
ingly ; for Sylla, supposing that our .party did really run 
away, was ready to pursue them, when our soldiers that lay 
in ambush took them on their backs, and put them all into 
great disorder. I also immediately made a sudden turn with 
my own forces, and met those of the king^s party, and put 
them to flight. And I had performed great things that day, 
if a certain fate had not been my hindrance ; for the horse 
on which I rode, and upon whose back I fought, fell into a 
quagmire, and threw me on tlie ground, and I was bruised 
on my wrist, and parried into a village named Cepharwmt 
or Capernaum. When my soldiers heard of this, they were 
afraid I had been worse hurt than I was : and so they did not 
go on with their pursuit any farther, but returned in veij 
great concern for me. I therefore sent for the physicians, 
and while I was under their hand, I continued feverish that 
day ; and, as the physicians directed, I was at night removed 
to Taricheae. 

73. When Sylla and his party were informed what had 
happened to me, they took courage again ; and understand- 
ing that the watch was negligently kept in our camp, they by 
night placed a body of horsemen in ambush beyond Jordan, 
and when it was day they provoked us to fight ; and as we did 
not refuse it, but came into the plain^ their horsemen appear- 
ed out of that ambush in which they had lain^and put our men 
into disorder, and made them riin away ; so they slew six men 
of our side. Yet did they not go off with the victory at last ; 
for when they heard that some armed men were sailed from 
Tarichese to Julias they were afraid, and retired. 

74. It was not now long before Vespasian came to Tyre, 
and king Agrippa with him ; but the Tyrians began to speak 
reproachfully of the king, and called him an enemy to the 
Romans. For they said, that Philip, the general of his 
army, had betrayed the royal palace, and the Roman forces 
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that were in Jerusalem, and that it was done by his com- 
mand. When Vespasian heard this report, he rebuked the 
Tjrrians, for abusing a man who was both a king, and a friend 
to the Bomans ; but he exhorted the kine to send Philip to 
Bome, to answer for what he had done, oefore Nero, fiut 
when Philip was sent thither, he did not come into the sight 
of Nero, for he found him very near death on account of the 
troubles that then happened, and a civil war ; and so he re- 
turned to the king. But when Vespasian was come to Ptole- 
maia, the chief men of Decapolis of Svria made a clamour 
•gunst Justus of Tiberias, because he bad set their villages 
on fire : so Vespasian delivered him to the king, to be put to 
death by those under the king^s jurisdiction ; yet did the king 
IodIj] put him into bonds, and concealed what he had dotae 
from Vespasian, as I have before related. But the people 
of Scpphoris met Vespasian, and saluted him, and had forces 
ient them, with Placidus their commander : he also went up 
with them, as I also followed them, till Vespasian came into 
Galilee. As to which coming of his, and after what man- 
ner it was ordered, and how he fought his first battle with me 
near the village Tarichese, and how from thence they went 
to Jotapata, and how I was taken alive and bound, and how 
I was afterwards loosed, with all that was done by me in the 
Jewbh war, and during the siege of Jerusalem ; I have ac- 
curately related them in the books Concerning the War of the 
'^ewB. However, it will, I think, be fit for me to add now 
an account of those actions of my life, which I have not re- 
lated in that book of the Jewish War. 

75* For when the siege oi Jotapata was over, and I was 

among the Romans, I was kept with much care, by means of 

the great respect that Vespasian showed me. Moreover, at 

Us command I married a virgin,* who was from among the 

ciptives of that country : yet did she not live with me long, 

but was divorced, upon my being freed from my bonds, and 

my going to Alexandria. However, I married another wife 

It Alexandria, and was thence sent, together with Titus, to 

the aiege of Jerusalem, and was frequently in dan^r of being 

put to death : while both the Jews were very desirous to get 

toe under their power^ in order to have me punished ; and 

the Romans also, whenever they were beaten, supposed that 

tt was occasioned by my treachery, and made continual clam- 

* Here Josephus, a priest, honestly confesses that he did that at the com- 
OMnd of Vespasian, which he had before told us was not lawfUl for a prieit 
^ do liy the law of Moses, Antiq. B. iii. ch. xii. sect. 2, vol. i. I mean, the 
•aUng a captive woman to wife. See also against Apion, B. i ch. vii. voL 
iv. But he seems to have been quickly sensible that his compliance with the 
nommand of an emperor would not excuse him, for he loon put her away, at 
Rdand justly observes here* 

VOL. III. R 



I 



k 



242 THE LIFE OF FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS. 

ours to the emperors, and desired th«t they woutd bring me 

to that punishment, as a traitor to them : but Titos Ccesar 

was well ax^quainted with the uncertain fortulie of waff, ntii 

returned no answer to the soldiers^ vehement solicitatiimi 

against me. Moreover, when the city Jerusidem Was ttfkoi 

by force, Titus Caesar persuaded me ^eqoentiy to lake whal- ' 

soever I would out of the ruins of my country, and said, thtC ^ 

he gave me leave so to do. But when my eountry was &e* 

stroyed^ I thought nothing else to be of any value, wbieb 1 , 

could take and keep as a comfort under my calamities ; so I 

made this request to Titus, that my family might have tb«r 

liberty ; I hact also the holy boolcs* by Titas^s ooncesnoH. 

Nor was it long after that I asked of him the life of my bnx 

tber, and of fifty friends with him, and was not denied. Whdd 

I also went once to the temple, by the permission of Ti* 

tus, where there were a great multitude of captive wottiet 

atid children, I get all those that I remembered as among 

my own friends and acquaintance, to be set free, being ii ^ 

tiumber about one hundred and ninety ; and so I delivefol 

them without their paying any price of redemption, and tt» 

stored them to their former fortune. And when I was mA 

by Titus Csesar with Cerelius, and a thousand horseaetf^ t0 

a certain village called Thecoa^ in order to know whetfacf tt 

were a place fit for a camp, as I came back, I saw many ctf^ 

tives crucified, and remembered three of them as my fomM 

acquaintance. I was very sorry at this in my mind, and went 

with tears in my eyes to Titus, and told him of them ; so bt 

immediately commanded them to be taken down, and to faate 

the greatest care taken of them in order to their recovely; 

yet two of them died under the physician^s hands, while the 

third recovered. 

76. But when Titus had composed the troubles in Jadee, 
and conjectured that the lands which I had in Judea Would 
bring me in no profit, because a garrison to guard the eoon- 
try was afterward to pitch there, he gave me another ooiiD* 
try in the plain. And when he was going away to Romejlie 
made choice of me to sail along with him, atid paid me great 
respect : and when we were come to Rome^ I had great cars 
taken of me by Vespasian ; for he gave me an apartment in 
his own house, which he lived in before he came to the em- 
pire. He also honoured me with the privilege of a Roman 
citizen ; and gave me an annual pension ; and continued to | 
respect me to the end of his life, without any abatement of 
his kindness to me ; which very thing made me envied^ and 
brought me into danger ; for a certain Jew, ifrhase ndme was 

* Of this most remarkable clause, and its moM important eonBeqiieiieei) «e 
Essay on the Old Teatament, page 193.195. 
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onatban, who had raised a tumult in Cyrene, and had per- 
laded two thousand men of that country to join with him, 
m the occasion of their ruin. But when he was bound by 
lie governor of that country, and sent to the emperor, he toid 
ka, that I had sent him both weapons and money. How- 
Vtoy he could not conceal his being a liar from Vespasian, 
^ condemned him to die ; according to which sentence he 
pn pit io death. Nay, after that, when those that envied 
l^good fortune did frequently bring accusations against me, 
f God'^s providence I escaped them all. I also received 



Vespasian no small quantity of land, as a free gift in 
idea ; about which time I divorced my wife . also, as not 
Msed with her behaviour, though not till she had been the 
Dtber of three children, two of which are dead, and one 
^om I named Hyrcanusy is alive. After this I married a 
fe who had liveo at Crete, but a Jew by birth ; a woman 
m was of eminent parents, and such as were the most illus- 
ious in all the country, and whose character was beyond 
at of most other women, as her future life did demonstnite. 
f- her I had two sons, the elder was named Justus, and the 
n SimonideSf who was also named Agrippa. And these 
1^ the drcumstances of my domestic affairs. However, 
b kindness of the emperor to me continued still the same ; 
if when Vespasian was dead, Titus, who succeeded him in 
it government, kept up the same respect for me, which I 
hil from his father ; and when I had frequent accusations 
14 against me, he would not believe them. And Domi- 
kJUiy who succeeded, still augmented his respects to me ; for 
le punished those Jews that were my accusers, and mve 
tonunand that a servant of mine, who was a eunuch, and my 
muer, should be punished. He also made that country 
( had in Judea, tax-free ; which is a mark of the greatest 
Mmoar to him who hath it ; nay, Domitia, the wife of Caesar, 
Mtinued to do me kindnesses. And this is the account of 
Ike actions of my whole life ; and let others judge of my 
Aaracter by them as they please. But to thee, O Epaphro- 
itas,* thou most excellent of men, do I dedicate all this 
tMtise of our Antiquities ; and so, for the present, I here 
eonfclude the whole. 

^ Of this Epaphroditut, see the note on the Preface to the Antiqaitiei. 
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was excluded from the avenues about Pelusiam, and was 
forced to stay at Ascalon, he pervaded the Arabians, among 
whom he had lived, to assist him, and came himself to him 
at the head of three thousand armed men. He also encou- 
raged the men of power in Syria to come to his assistance, as 
also of the inhabitants of Libanus, Ptolemy, and Jamblicus, 
and another Ptolemy; by which means the cities of that 
country came readily into this war ; iasomuch that Mithri- 
dates ventured now, in dependence upon the additional 
strength that he had gotten by Antipater, to march forward 
to Pelusium ; and when they refused him a passage through 
it, he besieged the city ; in the attack of which place Antipa- 
ter principally signalized himself; for he brougnt down that 
part of the wall which was over against him, and leaped first 
of all into the city with the men that were about bim. 

4. Thus was Pelusium taken. But still, as they were 
marching on, those Egyptian Jews that inhabited the countiyi 
called the country of Onias, stopped them. Then did Anti- 
pater not only persuade them not to stop them, but to vBati 
provisions for their army ; on which account even the people 
about Memphis would not fight against them, but of their 
own accord joined Mithridates. Whereupon he went round 
about Delta, and fought the rest of the Egyptians at a place 
called the Jews' Camp ; nay, when he was in danger in the 
battle, with all his right wing, Antipater wheeled about, and 
came along the bank of the river to him ; for he had beaten 
those that opposed him as he led the left wing. After which 
success he fell upon those that pursued Mithridates, and slew 
a great many of them, and pursued the remainder so far that 
he took their camp ; while he lost no more than fourscore 
of his own men ; as Mithridates lost, during the pursuit that 
was made after him, about eight hundred. He was also 
himself saved unexpectedly, and became an unreproachaUe 
witness to Caesar of the great actions of Antipater. 

6. Whereupon Csesar encouraged Antipater to undertake 
other hazardous enterprises for him, and that by giving bim 
great commendations and hopes of reward. In all which 
enterprises he readily exposed himself to many dangers, and 
became a most courageous warrior ; and had many wounds 
almost all over his body, as demonstrations of his valour; 
and when Cassar had settled the affairs of Egypt, and was 
returning into Syria again, he gave him the privilege of a 
Roman citizen, and freedom from taxes, and rendered him 
an object of admiration by the honours and marks of fnend- 
ship he bestowed upon him. On this account it was also 
that he confirmed Hyrcanus in the high-priesthood. 
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CHAP. X. 

CdBaar makes AntipaJUr procurator of Judea ; as docs Aniu 
pater appoint Phasaelus to be governor of Jerusalem^ and 
Herod governor of Galike ; who in some time was called 
to answer for himself before the Sanhedrim^ where he is 
acquitted. Seatus Casar is treacherously killed by Bas^ 
suSf and is sticceeded by Marcus* 

S 1. About this time it was that Antigonus, the son of 
Aristobulus, came to Caesar, and became, in •a surprising 
manner, the occasion ofAntipater^s farther advancement; for 
whereas he ought to have lamented that his father appeared 
to have been poisoned on account of his quarrels with Pom- 
y, and to have complained of Scipio^s barbarity towards 
is brother, and not to mix any invidious passion when he 
was suing for mercy ; besides those things, he came before 
Caesar, and accused Hyrcanus and Antipater, how they had 
driven him and his brethren entirely out of their native coun- 
try^ and had acted, in a great many instances, unjustly and 
extravagantly with relation to their nation ; and tliat^ as to 
the assistance they had sent him into Egypt, it was not done 
out of good-will to him, but out of the fear they were in from 
former quarrels, and in order to gain pardon for their friend- 
ship to [his enemy] Pompey. 

2. Hereupon Antipater threw away his garments, and 
diowed the nMiltitude of the wounds he had, and said that 
*< as to his good-will to Coesar, he had no occasion to say a 
word, because his body cried aloud, though he said nothing 
himself : that he wondered at Antigonus^s boldness, while he 
was himself no other than the son of an enemy to the Ro- 
mans^ and of a fugitive, and had it by inheritance from his 
father to be fond of innovations and seditions, that he should 
undertake to accuse other men before the Roman governor, 
and endeavour to gain some advantages to himself, when he 
ought to be contented that he was suffered to live ; for that 
the reason of his desire of governing public affairs was not 
so much because he was in want of it, but because, if he 
oould once obtain the same, he might stir up a sedition among 
the Jews, and use what he should gain from the Romans, to 
the disservice of those that gave it him.'' 

3. When Caesar heard this, he declared Hyrcanus to be 
the most worthy of the high-priesthood, and gave leave to 
Antipater to choose what authority he pleased ; but he left 
the determination of such dignity to him that bestowed the 
dignity upon him ; so he was constituted procurator of all 
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country y and sent to the Upper Barbarians :* I Joseph, the 
son of Matthias, by birth an Hebrew, a priest also, and one 
who at first fought against the Romans myself, and wis 
forced to be present at what was done afterwards ; [am the 
author of this work.] 

2. Now at the time when this great concusdon of affiuis 
happened, the afiairs of the Romans were themselves in gfeit j 
disorder. These Jews also, who were for innovations, then | 
arose when the times were distuiiied ; they were also in a 
flourishing condition for strength and riches, insomuch thil 
the affairs of the east were then exceeding tumultuous, wUle 
some hoped for gain, and others were afraid of loss in snch 
troubles; for the Jews hoped that all of tbeir nathorn whidi 
were beyond Euphrates would have raised an insurrecdoi 
together with them. The Gauls also, in the neighboiirbood 
of the Romans, were in motion, and the Celtse were not qiuet; 
but all was in disorder, after the death of Nero. And tiie 
opportunity now offered, induced many to aim at the rojil 
power; and the soldiery affected change, out of the hopes .of 
getting money. I thought it, there&re, an absnrd thmg to 
see the truth falsified in aSam of such great consequeiice,4nil 
to take BO notice of it ; but to suffer those Greeks and Ronm 
that were not in the wars, to be ignorant of these tIiiqga,jBd 
to read either flatteries or fictions ; while the Farthians, mi 
Babylonians, and the remotest Arabians, and those 4)f 00 
nation beyond Euphrates, with the Adiabeni, by my 
knew accurately both whence the war begun, wbat 
it brought upon us, and after what manner it ended. 

S. It is true, these writers have the confidence to call dm '; 
accounts histories; wherein yet they seem to me to fail of thsir | 
own purpose, as well as to relate nothing that is sound; for 
4bey nave a mind to demonstrate the greatness of the Bomaof, 
while tibey still diminish and lessen the actions of the Jews; 
as not discenung how it cannot be that those must Boprnt 
to be great, who have only conquered those that were littk. 
Nor are they ashamed to overlook the length of the war, the 
multitade of die Roman fiorces who so greatly suffeved in it, 
or the might of the commanders ; w4iose great labours aboet 
Jerusalem will be deemed inglorious, if what they achieved 
be reckoned but a small matter. 



* Who these Upper Barbarians, remote from the lea, were, Joiephiii hn- 
idf wHl aD&mn us, sect. 2. viz. the Parthians, and Babylonians, ana lesMMrt 
Arabians [or the Jews among them ;] besides the Jews beyond Knphiatiaj, ib4 
the AdiAeni or Assyrians. Whence we also leani, that these PartbiaM, Bs- 
bylomans, te remotest Arabians, [or at least the Jews among tfaara,] as abo 
the Jews beyond Euphrates, and the Adiabeni or Assyrians, undentood Jow- 
pfaus's Hebrew, or rather Chaldaic^ books of the Jewish war, hdkn they WW 
put into the Greek Unguage. 
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4. However, I will not go into the other extreme, out of 
opposition to these men who extol the Romans, nor will I 
determine to raise the actions of my countrymen too high ; but 
I will prosecute the actions of both parties with accuracy. 
Yet shall I suit my language to the passions I am under, as to 
tbe affairs I desoribe ; and must be allowed to indulge some 
tmentationsupon the miseries undergone by my own country. 
for that it was a seditious temper of our own that destroyed 
'Uf and tiiat they were the tyrants among the Jews who brought 
tii^ Boman power upon us, who unwiUingly attacked us, and 
oocasioned the burning of our holy temple, Titus Csesar, who 
dbatEoyed it, is himself a witness, who, during the entire war^ 
^itiisd the people who were kegpt under by the -seditious, and 
lid joften voluntarily delay the taking of the city, and allowed 
ivie to tbe siege, in order to let the authors have opportunity 
in: ri^ntance. But if any one makes an unjust accusation 
Igtunst us, when we speak so passbnately about tbe tyrants, 
|r tlie robbers, or sorely bewail the misfortunes of our coun- 
Wy^ let him indulge my affections herein, though it be contrary 
tp the rules for writing history : because it bad so come to 
fflfm, -that our city Jerusalem had arrived at an higher degree 
iJF. felicity than any other dty under the Roman government, 
kpti yet at last fell into the sorest of «calamities again. Ac- 
spridiflgly it appears to me, that tbe misfortunes* of all men, 
fiom the beginning of the world, if they be compared to these 
9f the Jews, are not. so considerable as they were ; while tbe 
Vlthors of them were not foreigners neither. This makes it 
UKfMwsiUe for me to contain my lamentations. But if any 
mk^ \)e inflexible in bis censures to me, let him attribute the 
fictB themselves to the historical part ; and the lamentations 
ti tl|^ writer himsdf only, 

£• However, I may justlv blame the learned men among 
tho -Greeks, who, when sucn great actions have been done in 
tbekr own times, which, upon tbe comparison, quite eclipse 
the old wars, do yet sit as judges of those affairs, and pass 
hitter censures upon the labours of the best writers of anti- 

Sity ; which moderns, although they may be superior to the 
I writers in eloquence, yet are they inferior to them in the 
CKflcutioQ of what they intended to do. While these also write 
new histories about tbe Assyrians and Medes ; as if the ancient 
writers had not described their afiairs as they ought to have 
done ; although these be as far inferior to them in abilities, 
as they are different in their notions from them. For of old 

* That thete calamities of the Jews, who were our Saviour's murderers, 
raa to 'be the greatest that had ever been bIdob the beginoing of the wodd, 
oiix Saviour had directly foretold. Mat. xxiv. 2L Mark xiii. 10. Luke xxi. 
S3, 24. and that they proved to be such accordingly, Josc^hus Is here a most 
■alkentic witness. 
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every one took upon them to write what happened in his own 
time ; where their immediate concern in the actions made 
their promises of value ; and where it must be reproachful to 
write lieSy when they must be known by the readers to be 
such. But then, an undertaking to preserve the memory of 
what hath not been before recorded, and to represent tbe 
affairsof one^s own time to those that come afterwards, is 
really worthy of praise and commendation. Now be is to be 
esteemed to nave taken good pains in earnest, not who does 
no more than change the disposition and order of o^her men's 
works, but he who not only relates what bad not been related i 
before, but composes an entire body of history of his own: 
aocordinely I have been at great charges and have taken very 
great pains about this history, thoum I be a foreigner ; and 
do deaicate this work, as a memorial of great actions, bothto 
the Greeks and to the Barbarians. But for some of our own 

Erincipal men, their mouths are wide open, and their tongiio 
losed presently, for gain and lawsuits, but quite musslel 
up when they are to write history, where they must spesk 
truth, and gather facts together with a great deal of pains; 
and so they leave the writing such histories to weaker 
people, and to such as are not acquainted with the actioos 
of princes. Yet shall the real truth of historical facts be 
preferred by us, how much soever it be neglected among the 
Greek historians. 

61 To write concerning the Antiquities of the Jews, who 
they were [originally,] and how they revolted from tbe Egyp^ 
tians, and what country they travelled over, and what eoon- 
tries they seized upon afterward, and how they were remofed 
out of them, I think this not to be a fit opportunity, and on 
other accounts also superfluous : and this oecause many Jews 
before me have composed the histories of our ancestors veiy 
exactly ; as have some of the Greeks done it also, and have 
translated our histories into their own tongue, and have not 
much mistaken the truth in their histories. But then, where 
the writers of these affairs, and our prophets, leave off, thence 
shall I take my rise, and begin my history. Now as to what 
concerns that war which happened in my own time, I will go 
over it very largely, and with all the diligence I am able : but 
for what preceded mine own age, that I shall run over briefly. 
7. FFor example, I shall relate] how Antiochus, who was 
named Epiphanes, took Jerusalem by force, and held it three 
years and three months, and was then ejected out of tbe 
country by the sons of Asamoneus ; after that, how thrir 
posterity quarrelled about the government, and brought upon 
their settlement the Romans and Pompey ; how Herod also, 
the son of Antipater, dissolved their government, and brought 
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ScMiUB upon them ; as also how our people made a sedition 
upon Herod's death, while Augustus was the Roman em- 
peror, and Quintilius Varus was in that country : and how 
the war bro}ce out in the twelfth year of Nero, with what hap- 

Ened to Cestius; and what places the Jews assaulted in an 
stile manner in the first sallies of the war. 

8. As also [I shall relate] how they built walls about the 
neighbouring cities ; and how Nero, upon Cestius's defeat, 
was in fear o? the entire event of the war, and thereupon made 
Vespasian general in this war ; and how this Vespasian, with 
the elder* of his sons, made an expedition into the country of 
Judea; what was the number of the Roman army that he 
made use of; and how many of his auxiliaries were cut off in 
aH Galilee ; and how he took some of its cities entirely, and 
by force, and others of them by treaty, and on terms. Now 
when I am come so far, I shall describe the good order of the 
Bomans in war, and the discipline of their legions ; the am- 
l^itude of both the Galilees, with its nature^ and the limits of 
jTodea. And besides this, I shall particularly ^ over what is 
peculiar to the country, the lakes and fountams that are in 
them, and what miseries happened to every city as they were 
taken ; and all this with accuracy as I saw the things done, or 
suffered in them. For I shall not conceal any of the cala- 
mities I myself endured, since I shall relate them to such as 
know the truth of them. 

9. After this, [I shall relate] how, when the Jews* affairs 
were become very bad, Nero died, and Vespasian, when he 
was going to attack Jerusalem, was called back to take the 
government upon him ; what signs happened to him relating 
to bis gaining that government, and wha^t mutatioils of govern- 
ment then happened at Rome, and how he was unwillingly 
made emperor by his soldiers ; and how upon his departure 
lo Egypt, to take upon him the government of the empire, 
the affairs of the Jews became very tumultuous ; as also, bow 
the tyrants rose up against them, and fell into dissensions 
among themselves. 

10. Moreover, [[I shall relate)] how Titus marched out of 
Egypt into Judea tlie second time : as also how, and where, 
and now many forces he got together; and in what state the 
city was, by the means of the seditious, at his coming ; what 
attacks he made, and how many ramparts he cast up ; of the 
three walls that encompassed the city, and of their measures ; 
of the strength of the city, and the structure of the temple, 
and holy house : and besides, the measures of those edifices, 
and of the altar, and all accurately determined. A descrip- 

• Titus. 
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tion also of cerUin of their fesiivais, and seven purafieationg* 
or degrees of purity, andtbesacrediainistraCioosof tbeprieats: 
with we garmeats of the priests* and of the high priests ; irith 
the nature of the most holy place of the tems^^ without con- 
cealing any thing, or adding any thing te> the Juiown truth of 
things. 

1 L After this» I shall relate the bariiaiity of the tyrants 
towards the people of their own nation, as wdl as the indul- 
genoe of the Romans in sparing fore^ers ; and how often 
Titus, out of his desire to preserve the city and the temple, 
invited the seditious to come to terms of accommodation. I 
shall distii^isb also the sufferings of the people, and their 
calamitaes ; how far they were afflicted by the sedition, and 
how far by the famine, and at length were taken. Nor«hdH 
i omit to mention the misfortunes of the deserters, nor the 
punishments inflicted on the captives ; as also, how die temple 
was burnt aeainst the consent of Cassar, and how many sacred 
things that had been laid up in the temple were snatched out 
of the fire ; the destrucdon also of the exudre city, with the 
signs and wonders that went befioce it ; and the taking th^ 
tyrants captives, and the multitude of those that were jaade 
slaves, and into what different misfortunes they were eveiry 
one distributed. Moreover, what the Bonaaa did totlie 
remains of the w«r ; and how they demolished the stnmg- 
holds that were in the country : and how l!^us went over the 
whole country, and settled its affiurs ; together with his return 
into Italy, and his triumph. 

12. I have comprehended all these things in seven books; 
and have left no occasion for comfdaint or accusatioa to such 
as have been acquainted with this war ; and I have written it 
down for the sake of those that love truth, but not for these 
that please themselves [with fictitous relations.] And IwiM 
begin my account of these things, with what I call my First 
Chapter. 

* These 7) or rather 5, degrees of purity, or purifioation, lure enuMnaiA 
KeMBlter, B. v. cbap. v. sect. 6. ?oL iv. The Rabbins jooake 10 ^e^fnefi of 
them, as Reland theie informs us. 
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fbr be did not suppose that Herod would be quiet ; who in- 
deed came upon him with an army pesently^ in order to re- 
Tenge his fath«r^ft death ; but upon hearing the advioe of bi« 
brother Fhasaelus, not to punish him in an open manner, lesl 
the multitude should fall into a sedition, be admitted of Ma- 
Ikhus^s apology, and professed that he cleared him of tbit 
ausHpicion ; be also made a pompous funeral for bis father. 

o. So Herod went to Samaria, which was then in a tumult. 
Imd settled the city in peace ; after whigh, at the [Pentecost] 
festival, he returned to Jerusalem, having his armed men witn 
him : hereupon Hyrcanus, at the request of Malichus, who 
feared his approach, forbade them to introduce foreigners to 
mix themselves with the people of the country, while they 
were purifying theniselves; but Herod despised the pretence, 
and him that gave that coromaDd, and came in by night. 
Upon which Malichus camt to him, and bewailed Antipater ; 
Herod also made him believe he admitted of his lamenta- 
tion as real, although be had much ado to restrain his pas- 
sion at him : however, he did himself bewail the murder of 
his father, in his letter to Cassius, who on other accounts 
also hated Malichus ; Cassius sent him word back, that he 
should avenge his father^s death upon him, and privately gave 
order to the tribunes that were under him, that they should 
assist Herod in a righteous action he was about. 

7. And because, upon the taking of Laodicea by Cassius, 
the men of power were gotten together from all quarters, 
with presents and crowns in their hands, Herod allotted this 
time for the punishment of Malichus. When Malichus sus« 
pected that, and was at Tyre, he resolved to withdraw bis 
son privately from among the Tyrians, who was a hostage 
there, while he got ready to fly away into Judea : the despair 
he was in of escaping, excited him to think of greater things ; 
for he hoped that he should raise the nation to a revolt from 
the Romans, while Cassius was busy about the war against 
Antony, and that he should easily depose Hyrcanus, and get 
the crown for himself. 

8. But fate laughed at the hopes he had ; for Herod fore- 
saw what he was so zealous about, and invited both Hyrcanus 
and him to supper ; but calling one of the principal servants 
that stood by him to him, he sent him out, as though it were 
to get things ready for supper, but in reality to give notice 
beforehand about the plot that was laid against him* Accord- 
ingly they called to mind what orders Cassius had given them, 
and went out of the city with their swords in their hands, 
upon the sea-shore, where they encompassed Malichus round 
aoout, and killed him with many wounds^ Upon which Hyr- 
canus was immediately sffnghieA^ tiU he swooned away, and 
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a temple that was like its temple ;* coDcerning which we 
shall speak more in its proper place hereafter. 

2. Now Antiochus was not satisfied either with this unex- 
pected takiqg the city, or .with its pillage, or with the great 
slaughter he had maae there; but being overcome with his 
violent passions, and remembering what he had su£Pered dur- 
ing the siege, he compelled the Jews to dissolve the laws of 
their country, and to keep their infants uncircumcised ; and 
to sacrifice swine^s flesh upon the altar; against which they 
all opposed themselves, and the most approved among them 
were put to death. Bacchides also, who was sent to keep 
the fortresses, having these wicked commands joined to hu 
own natural barbarity, indulged all sorts of the extremest 
wickedness, and tormented the worthiest of the inhalntaiits, 
man by man, and threatened their city every day with open 
destruction ; till at length be provoked the poor sufferers by 
the extremity of his wicked doings to avenge themselves. 

3. Accordingly Matthias, the son of Asamoneus, one of the 
priests who lived at a village called Modin, armed himself, 
together with his own family, which had five of his sons in it, 
and slew Bacchides with daggers ; and thereupon, out of the 
fear of the many garrisons [of the enemy,] he fled to the 
mountains ; and so many of the people followed him that be 
was encooraged to come down from the mountains, and to 

five battle to An tiochus^s generals; when he beat them, and 
rove them out of Judea. So he caiiie to the government 
by this his success, and became the prince of his own people 
by their own free consent ; and then died, leaving the govern- 
ment to Judas his eldest son. 

4. Now Judas, supposing that Antiochus would not lie still, 

fathered an army out of his own countrymen, and was the 
rst that jnade a league of friendship with the Romans, and 
drove £piphanes out of the country when be had made a 
second expedition into it, and this by giving him a great de- 
feat there ; and when he was warmed by this great success, 
be made an assault upon the garrison that was in the city, for 
it had not been cut off hitherto ; so he ejected them oat of 
the upper city, and drove the soldiers into the lower, which 
part of the city was called the Citadel, He then got the 
temple under his power, and cleansed the whole place, and 
walled it round about, and made new vessels for sacred mi- 
nistrations, and brought them into the temple, because the 

* I see little difference in the several accounts in Josephus about the Ef^ypdan 
temple Onion, of which large complaints are made by his commentators* Onias, 
it seems, hoped to have made it very like that at Jerusalem, and of the same di- 
mensions ; and so he appears to have really done, as far as he was able, and 
thought proper. Of this temple, see Antiq. B* xiii. ch. iii. sect. 1, 2, 3{ and 
Of the War, B. vii. ch. x: sect. 3. 
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foriuer vessels had been profaned. He also built another 
altar, and began to offer the sacrifices ; and, when the city 
had already received its sacred constitution agftin, Antiochus 
died ; whose son Antiochus succeeded him in the kingdom, 
and in his hatred to the Jews also. 

5. So this Antiochus got together fifty thousand footmen, 
an4 five thousand horsemen, and fourscore elephants, and 
marched through Judea, into the mountainous parts. He 
then took Bethsura, which was a small city ; but at a place 
called BetkzachariaSf where the passage was narrow, Judag 
met him with his army. However, before the forces joined 
battle, Judas^s brother, Eleazar, seeing the very highest of the 
elephants adorned with a large tower, and with military trap. 

Eing of gold to guard him, and supposing that Antiochus 
imself was upon him, he ran a great way before his own 
army, and, cutting his way through the enemies^ troops, be 
got up to the elephant ; yet could he not reach him who 
seemed to be the king, by reason of his being so high : but 
still he ran his weapon into the belly of the beast, and brought 
him down upon himself, and was crushed to death, having 
done no more than attempted great things, and showed that 
be preferred glory before life. Now he that governed the 
elepnant was but a private man ; and had he proved to be 
Antiochus, £leazar had performed nothing more by this bold 
stroke than that it might appear he chose to die, when he 
had the bare hope of thereby doing a glorious action ; nay, 
this disappointment proved an omen to his brother [Judas] 
bow the entire battle would end. It is true that the Jews 
fought it out bravely for a long time ; but the king^s forces 
being superior in number, and having fortune on their side, 
obtained the victory. And, when a great manv of his men 
were slain, Judas took the rest with him, and fled to the to- 
parchv of Gophna. So Antiochus went to Jerusalem, and 
stayed there but a few days, for he wanted provisions, and so 
he went his way. He left indeed a garrison oehind him, such 
as he thought sufficient to keep the place; but drew the rest 
of his army off, to take their winter quarters in Syria. 

6. Now after the king was departed, Judas was not idle ; 
for as many of his own nation came to him, so he did gather 
those that had escaped out of the battle together, and gave 
battle again to Antiochus^s generals at a village called Adasa; 
and being too hard for his enemies in the battle, and killing 
a great number of them, he was at last himself slain alsa 
Nor was it many days afterward, that his brother John had 
a plot Isud against him by Antiochus^s party, and was slain 
by them. 
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CHAP. II. 

CoNcermng* the SucccMsars of Juda&y who were Jonaikan,, awl 

Simeon^ and John Hyrcamu. 

§ I. Wheh Jonathan, who was Jiidas^s brother, sueeeeded 
btm, he behaved himself with great circumipection m otkr 
respects, with relation to bis own people; and he corrobo- 
rated his authorkj, by preserving bis meBrdsbip^ wttb tbe So- 
mans. He also made a league with Antiochiw the soa. Yet 
was not all this suffieient for bis seeirrity ; for the tjnnt 
Trypfao, who was gnardian to Antiochits^s son, bud Apb»t 
against him ; and, besides that, endeavoured to take on las 
friends, and caught Jonathan by a wile, as be was gcuig to 
Ptolemais to Antiochus, with a few persons in bis oompony, 
and put bim in bonds, and then maae an expedition aginnst 
the Jews; but when be was afterward driven away hf 
Simeon, who was Jonathan's brother, and was enn^ed at 
bis defeat, be put Jonathan to death. 

8. However, Simeon managed the public afairs after a 
courageous manner, and took Gasara, and Joppa, and Jam- 
nia, which were cities in the neighbourhood. He ako got 
the garrison under, and demolished the citadeL He wis 
afterwards an auxiliary to Antiochus^ against Trvpbo^ wbooi 
be besieged in Dora, oefore he went on his expedition against 
the Medes : yet could not he make the king asbaned of his 
ambition, though be bad assisted bim in kilmg Trypbo; for 
it was not long ere Antfocbus sent Cendebeus, bis general^ 
with an army to lay waste Judea, and to subdue IKmeon : yet 
be, though be were now in years, conducted the war as iThe 
were a much younger man. He also sent bis sons iritb a 
band of strong men against Antiochus, while be took part of 
the army himiself with him, and fell upon bim from anocber 
quarter : be also hid a great many men in ambush in watmj 
places of the mountains, and was superior in alt bis attacks 
upon them ; and when he had been conqueror after ao glo- 
rious a manner, be was made high priest, and also freed Ibe 
Jews from the dominion of tbe Macedonians after a hundral 
and seventy years of the empire [of Seleucus.] 

3. This Simeon also bad laid a plot against bim, and was 
slain at a feast by his son-in-law Ptolemy, who put bis wife 
and two sons into prison, and sent some persons to kill Jobn, 
who was also called Hyreanus.^ But wtien tbe young man 

* Why this John, the son of Simeoo, the high priest, and governor of «be 
JewSf was caRed Hffrcanut, Josephus no where ittfonns as ; nor is he eaM 
other than John at the end of the first book of the Maccabees. HmrtnTf 
Sixtus Senensis, when he gives us an epitome of the Oreek version of tlie 
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was inrormed of their eoming beforehand, he made liaste to 

£U to the city, as having a ?ery great confidence in the people 
ere, both on aoeount of the memory of the glorious actions 
of his father, and of the hatred they could not but bear to 
the injustice of Ptolemy. Ptolemy also made an attempt to 
get into the city by another gate ; but was repelled by the 
people who had just then admitted of Hyrcanus ; so he 
retired presently to one of the fortresses that were above 
Jericho, which was called Dagtnu Now when Hyrcanus 
bad received the high-priesthood, which his father had held 
before, and had offered sacrifice to Grod, he made great haste 
to attack Ptolemy, that he might afford relief to his mother 
and brethren. 

4* So he laid siege to the fortress, and was superior to 
Ptolemy in other respects, but was overcome by i him as to 
the just affection [he had for his relations] : for when Pto- 
lemy was distressed, he brought forth his mother, and his 
brethren, and set them upon the wall, and beat them with 
rods in every body's sight, and threatened that, unless be 
would go away immediately, he would throw them down 
headlong: at which sight Hyrcanus^s commiseration and 
ooncem were too hard for his anger. But his mother was 
not dismayed, neither at the stripes she received, nor at the 
death with which she was threatened ; but stretched out her 
hands, and prayed her son not to be moved with the injuries 
that she suffered, to spare the wretch ; since it was to her 
better to die by the means of Ptolemy, than to live ever so 
long, provided he might be punished for the injuries he had 
done to their family. Now Jobn^s case was this : When he 
considered the courage of his mother, and heard her entreaty, 
he set about his attacks ; but when he saw her beaten, and 
torn to pieces with the stripes, he grew feeble, and was en- 
tirely overcome by his affections. And as the siege was de- 
layeo by this means, the year of rest came on, upon which 
the Jews rest every Seventh year, as they do on every seventh 
day. On this year, therefore, Ptolemy was freed from being 
benueffed, and slew the brethren of John, with their mother, 
and fled to Zeno, who was also called Cotylas, who was the 
tyrant of Philadelphia. 

5. And now Antioohus was so angry at what he had suf- 
fered flrom Simeon, that he made an expedition into Judea, 
and sat down before Jerusalem, add besieged Hyrcanus; but 
Hyrcanus opened the sepulchre of David^ who was the richest 

book hete abridged by Jotepbut, or of the Qmmidei of tbii John Hyxtanui, 
thon esUot, auurei ob that he wm adled HTrcuiiu from his conquest of qdo 
of thtt name. See Authent Rec IPtut I. page 207* But of this younger 
Anttocfaut, see Dean AUfarkh't note here. 
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every one took upon them to write what happened in his own 
time ; where their immediate concern in the actions made 
their promises of value ; and where it must be reproachful to 
write lies, when they must be known by the readers to be 
such. But then, an undertaking to preserve the memory of 
what hath not been before recorded, and to represent the 
affairs of one^s own time to those that come afterwards, is 
really worthy of praise and commendation. Now be is to be 
esteemed to have taken good pains in earnest, not who does 
no more than change the disposition and order of o^hermen^s 
works, but he who not only relates what had not been rdated i 
before, but composes an entire body of history of his own : 
aocordindy I have been at great charges, and have taken very 
great pains about this history, though I be a foreigner ; and 
do deaicate this work, as a memorial of great actions, both to 
the Greeks and to the Barbarians. But for some of our own 

iirincipal men, their mouths are wide open, and their tongua 
oosed presently, for gain and lawsuits, but quite mussled 
up when they are to write history, where they must speik 
truth, and gather facts together with a great deal of pains; 
and so they leave the Writing such histories to weaker 
people, and to such as are not acquainted with the actiom 
of princes. Yet shall the real truth of historical facts be 
preferred by us, how much soever it be neglected amcrngtlie 
Greek historians. 

61 To write concerning the Antiquities of the Jews, who 
they were [originally,] and how they revolted from the Egyp- 
tians, and what country they travelled over, and what eooD- 
tries they seized upon afterward, and how they were remofed 
out of them, I think this not to be a fit opportunity, and on 
other accounts also superfluous : and this because many Jews 
before me have composed the histories of our ancestors veiy 
exactly ; as have some of the Greeks done it also, and have 
translated our histories into their own tongue, and have not 
much mistaken the truth in their histories. But then, where 
the writers of these affairs, and our prophets, leave off, thence 
shall I take my rise, and begin my history. Now as to what 
concerns that war which happened in my own time, I will go 
over it very largely, and with all the diligence I am able : but 
for what preceded mine own age, that I shall run over briefly. 
7. [For example, I shall relate] how Antiocbus, who was 
namea Epiphanis, took Jerusalem by force, and held it three 
years and three months, and was then ejected out of the 
country by the sons of Asamoneus ; after that, how their 
posterity quarrelled about the government, and brought upon 
their settlement the Romans and Pompey ; how Herod also, 
the son of Antipater, dissolved their government, and brought 
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ScMiUB upon them ; as also how our people made a sedition 
upon Herod's death, while Augustus was the Roman em- 
peror, and Quintilius Varus was in that country : and how 
the war brojce out in the twelfth year of Nero, with what hap- 

Ened to Cestius; and what places the Jews assaulted in an 
stile manner in the first sallies of the war. 
8* As also [I shall relate] how they built walls about the 
neighbouring cities ; and how Nero, upon Cestius's defeat, 
was in fear of the entire event of the war, and thereupon made 
Vespasian general in this war ; and how this Vespasian, with 
the elder* of his sons, made an expedition into the country of 
Judea ; what was the number of the Roman army that he 
made use of; and how many of his auxiliaries were cut off in 
aH Gralilee ; and how he took some of its cities entirely, and 
by force, and others of them by treaty, and on terms. Now 
when I am come so far, I shall describe the good order of the 
Bomans in war, and the discipline of their legions ; the am- 
l^itude of both the Galilees, with its nature^ and the limits of 
jTodea. And besides this, I shall particularly ^ over what is 
peculiar to the country, the lakes and fountams that are in 
them, and what miseries happened to every city as they were 
taken ; and all this with accuracy as I saw the things done, or 
suffered in them. For I shall not conceal any of the cala- 
mities I myself endured, since I shall relate them to such as 
know the truth of them. 

9. After this, [I shall relate] how, when the Jews* affairs 
were become very bad, Nero died, and Vespasian, when he 
was going to attack Jerusalem, was called back to take the 
government upon him ; what signs happened to him relating 
to bis gaining that government, and wha^t mutatioi£s of govern- 
ment then happened at Rome, and how he was unwillingly 
made emperor by his soldiers ; and how upon his departure 
lo Egypt, to take upon him the government of the empire, 
the affairs of the Jews became very tumultuous ; as also, now 
the tyrants rose up against them, and fell into dissensions 
among themselves. 

10. Moreover, ^1 shall relate)] how Titus marched out of 
Egypt into Judea the second time : as also how, and where, 
and now many forces he got together; and in what state the 
city was, by the means of the seditious, at his coming ; what 
attacks he made, and how many ramparts he cast up ; of the 
three walls that encompassed the city, and of their measures ; 
of the strength of the city, and the structure of the temple, 
and holy house : and besides, the measures of those edifices, 
and of the altar, and all accurately determined. A descrip- 

• Titus. 
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tion also of certain of their feativaia, and seyen purifieatioos* 
or degrees of purity, andtbeaacredministratioosof tbeprieaU: 
wiUi we garmenta of the prieata* and of the bi^h prieata ; mtb 
the nature of the most holy place of the tem^, without jcod- 
cealing any thing, or adding any thing lo the luioarn truth of 
things. 

IL After this, I shall relate the barbarity of the tyrants 
towards the people of their oirn nation, as wdl as ilie indul- 
genoe of the Romans in sparing fore^ers ; and bow oftra 
Titus, out of his desire to preserve the city and the temple^ 
invited the seditious to come to terms of accommodation. I 
shall distinguish also the sufferings of the people, and their 
calamities ; how far they were afflicted by the sedition, and 
how far by the famine, and at length were taken. NorahdH 
i omit to mention the misfortunes of the deserters, nor the 
punishments inflicted on the captives ; as also^ how the temjde 
was burnt aeainst the consent of Cassar, and how many sacred 
things that had been laid up in the temple were snatched out 
of t^ fire; the deatructum also of the aitire city, widi the 
signs and wonders that went be&xe it ; and the taking tbf 
trrants captives, and the multitude of those that were jnade 
slaves, and into what different misfortunes they were evary 
one distributed. Moreover, what the Bonaaa did totk 
remains of the w«r ; and how they demolished the stnmg* 
holds that were in the country : and how l!^us went over the 
whole country, and settled its affiurs ; together with his return 
into Italy, and his triumph. 

12. I have comprehended all these things in seven books; 
and have left no occa«on for comfdaint or accusation to sudi 
as have been acquainted with this war ; and I have written it 
down for the sake of those that love truth, but not for tkatt 
that please themselves [with fictitous relations.] And I wiM 
•begin my account of these things, with what I call ipy First 
Chapter. 

* These 7) or rather 5, degrees of purity, or purifioation, axe couMnaiA 
^resfter, B. v. diap. v. sect. 6. ?oL iv. The Rabbins jooake 10 ^e^fnefi of 
them, as Reland theie informs us. 
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licher^s friendsfarp with him, and was too covetous to make 
linr a free gift, he would, however, borrow of him as much 
m might redeem his brother, and put into his hands as a 
pledge, the son of him that was to be redeemed ; accord- 
itigly, he led his brother^s son along with him, who was of 
the age of seven years. Now he was ready to give three 
iHindred talents for his brother, and intended to desire the 
ihtercession of the Tyrians to get them accepted. However, 
Fate had been too quick for his diligence ; and since Pha- 
HieluB was dead, Herod^s brotherly love was now in vain. 
Moreover, he was not able to find any lasting friendship 
mong the Arabians; for their king, Malichus, sent to him 
immediately, and commanded him to return back out of his 
ooantry, and used the name of the Parthians as a pretence 
fsr so doing, as though these had denounced to him by their 
lilibassadors to cast Herod out of Arabia ; while in reality 
tii^ had a mind to keep back what they owed to Antipater, 
'andf not be obliged to make requitals to his sons for the 
free gifts the father had made them. He also took the im- 
ivudent ad vice of those, who, equally with himself, were will- 
lii^ to deprive Herod of what Antipater had deposited 
Mbng them ; and these men were the most potent of all 
whom he had in his kingdom. 

^S. So when Herod had found that the Arabians were his 
akemies^ and this for those very reasons whence he hoped 
itey would have been the most friendly, and had given them 
iBcb an answer as his passion suggested, he returned back 
iMd went for Egypt. Now he lodged the first evening at 
^oe of the temples of that country, in order to meet with 
^hose whom he left behind ; but on the next day word was 
Jffought him, as he was going to Rhinocurura, that his bro- 
ther was dead, and how he came by his death; and when 
he bad lamented him as much as his present circumstances 
ipoald bear, he soon laid aside such cares, and proceeded on 
bis journey. But now, after some time, the king of Arabia 
repented of what he had done, and sent presently away mes- 
sengers to call him back : Herod had prevented them, and 
was come to Pelusium, where he could not obtain a passage 
from those that lay with the fleet ; so he besought their cap- 
tains to let him go by them : accordingly, out of the reverence 
they bore to the fame and dignity of the man, they conduct- 
ed nim to Alexandria ; and when he came into the city, he 
was received by Cleopatra with great splendour, who hoped 
he might be persuaded to be commander of her forces in the 
expedition she was now about ; but he rejected the queen^s 
solicitations ; and being neither affrighted at the height of 
that storm which then happened, nor at the tumults that 
wiere now in Italy, he sail^ for Rome. 

U8 
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a temple that was like its temple ;* concerning which we 
shall speak more in its proper place hereafter. 

2. Now Antiochus was not satisfied either with this unex- 
pected taking the city, or^with its pillage^ or with the great 
slaughter he had made there; but being overcome with his 
violent passions, and remembering what he had su£Pered dur- 
ing the siege, he compelled the Jews to dissolve the laws of 
their country, and to keep their infants uncircumcised ; and 
to sacrifice swine^s flesh upon the altar ; against which thqr 
all opposed themselves, and the most approved among them 
were put to death. Bacchides also, who was sent to keep 
the fortresses, having these wicked commands joined to bis 
own natural barbarity, indulged all sorts of the extremest 
wickedness, and tormented the worthiest of the inhabitants, 
man by man, and threatened their city every day with open 
destruction ; till at length he provoked the poor sufferers by 
the extremity of his wicked doings to avenge themselves. 

3. Accordingly Matthias, the son of Asamoneus, one of the 
priests who lived at a village called Modin, armed himself, 
together with his own family, which had five of his sons in it, 
and slew Bacchides with daggers ; and thereupon, out of the 
fear of the many garrisons [of the enemy,] he fled to the 
mountains ; and so many of the people followed him that he 
was encotiraged to come down from the mountains, and to 

five battle to Antiochus^s generals ; when he beat them, and 
rove them out of Judea. So he caiiie to the government 
by this his success, and became the prince of his own people 
by their own free consent ; and then died, leaving the govern- 
ment to Judas hi9 eldest son. 

4. Now Judas, supposing that Antiochus would not lie still, 

fathered an army out of his own countrymen, and was the 
rst that jnade a league of friendship with the Romans, and 
drove £piphanes out of the country when he had made a 
second expedition into it, and this by giving him a great de- 
feat there ; and when he was warmed by this great success, 
be made an assault upon the garrison that was in the city, for 
it had not been cut off hitherto ; so he ejected them oat of 
the upper city, and drove the soldiers into the lower, which 
part of the city was called the Citadel. He then got the 
temple under his power, and cleansed the whole place, and 
walled it round about, and made new vessels for sacred mi- 
nistrations, and brought them into the temple, because the 

* I see little difference in the several accounts in Joseplius about the Esyptian 
temple Onion, of which large complidnts are made by his commentators* Oaias, 
it seems, hoped to have made it very Uke that at Jerusalem, and of the same di- 
mensions ; and so he appears to have really done, as far as he was able^ and 
thought proper. Of this temple, see Aotiq. B. xiiL ch. iii. sect. 1, 2, 3; and 
Of the War, B. vii. ch. x: sect. 3, 
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former vessels had been profaned. He also built another 
altar, and began to offer the sacrifices ; and, when the city 
had already received its sacred constitution agftin, Antiochus 
died ; whose son Antiochus succeeded him in the kingdom, 
and in his hatred to the Jews also. 

5. So this Antiochus got together fifty thousand footmen, 
an4 five thousand horsemen, and fourscore elephants, and 
marched through Judea, into the mountainous parts. He 
then took Bethsura, which was a small city ; but at a place 
called BethzachariaSf where the passage was narrow, Judaa 
met him with his army. However, before the forces joined 
battle, Judas^s brother, Eleazar, seeing the very highest of the 
elephants adorned with a large tower, and with military trap. 

ting of gold to guard him, and supposing that Antiochus 
imself was upon him, he ran a great way before his own. 
army, and, cutting his way through the enemies^ troops, be 
got up to the elephant ; yet could he not reach him who 
seemed to be the king, by reason of his being so hiffh : but 
still he ran his weapon into the belly of the beast, and brought 
him down upon himself, and was crushed to death, having 
done no more than attempted great things, and showed that 
be preferred glory before life. Now he that governed the 
elepnant was but a private man ; and had he proved to be 
Antiochus, £leazar had performed nothing more by this bold 
stroke than that it might appear he chose to die, when he 
had the bare hope of thereby doing a glorious action ; nay, 
this disappointment proved an omen to his brother [Judas] 
bow the entire battle would end. It is true that the Jews 
fought it out bravely for a long time ; but the king^s forces 
being superior in number, and having fortune on their side, 
obtained the victory. And, when a great manv of his men 
were slain, Judas took the rest with him, and fled to the to- 
parchv of Gophna. So Antiochus went to Jerusalem, and 
stayed there but a few days, for he wanted provisions, and so 
he went his way. He left indeed a garrison behind him, such 
as he thought sufficient to keep the place ; but drew the rest 
of his army off, to take their winter quarters in Syria. 

6. Now after the king was departed, Judas was not idle ; 
for as many of his own nation came to him, so he did gather 
those that had escaped out of the battle together, and gave 
battle again to Antiochus^s generals at a village called Jdasa; 
and being too hard for his enemies in the battle, and killing 
a great number of them, he was at last himself slain alsa 
Nor was it many days afterward, that his brother John had 
a plot laid against him by Antiochus^s party, and was slain 
by them. 
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Conoaming the SucccMsars of Juda&y who were JaiuUkaHf, aai 

Simeon^ and John Hyrcanus. 

§ I. Wheh Jonathan, who was Jiidas^s brother, sueceedei 
Dim, he behaved himself wifh great circumipection m other 
respects, with relation to bis own people; and he corrobo- 
rated his authorkj, by preserving his mendfihip wkb tbe Bo- 
mans. He also made a league with Antiochiw tbe sob. Yet 
was not all this sufficient for bis secirrity ; tor tbe tjraat 
Trypfao, who was guardian to Antiochit8''s son, laid a pht 
against htm ; and, besides that, endeavoured to take cffloB 
friends, and caught Jonathan by a wile, as be was gcxng to 
Ptolemais to Antiochus, with a few persons in his company, 
and put bim in bonds^ and then maae an expeditioa against 
the Jews; but when be was afterward driven away by 
Simeon, who was Jonathan's brother, and was enraged at 
bis defeat, be put Jonathan to death. 

8. However, Simeon managed tbe public afikirs after a 
courageous manner, and took Gasara, and Joppa, and Jam- 
nia, which were cities in the neighbourhood. He ako got 
the garrison under, and demolished the citadeL He was 
afterwards an auxiliary to Antiochus^ against Trypbo^ whom 
be besieged in Dora, before he went on his expedition against 
tbe Medes : yet could not he make the king asbaned of hi» 
amUtion, though be bad assisted bim in kilmg Trypbo; for 
it was not long ere Antfocbus sent Cendebeus, his general^ 
with an army to lay waste Judea, and to subdue Simeon : yet 
be, though be were now in years, conducted the war as if he 
were a much younger man. He also sent his sons widi a 
band of strong men against Antiochus, while be took part of 
tbe army himsdf with him, and fell upon bim from another 
quarter : be also laid a great many men in ambush in many 
places of tbe mountains, and was superior in alt bis attacks 
upon them ; and when he had been conqueror after so glo- 
rious a manner, be was made high priest, and also freed tbe 
Jews from tbe dominion of tbe Macedonians after a hundral 
and seventy years of the empire [of Seleucus.] 

3. This Simeon also bad kid a plot against bim, and was 
slain at a feast by his son-in-law Ptolemy, who put bis wife 
and two sons mto prison, and sent some persons to kill John, 
who was also called Hyreanus.^ But wtien tbe young man 

* Why this John, the son of Simeoo, the high priest, and governor of the 
JewSf was caUed Hffrcanutf Josephus no where informs as ; nor is he eaM 
other than John at the end of the first book of the Maccabees. Ifoirenr, 
Sixtus Senensis, when he gives us an epitome of the Greek version of tlie 
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was informed of their eoming beforehand, he made lia^te to 

S(t to the city, as having a ?ery great confidence in the people 
ere, both on aoeount of the memory of the glorious actions 
of his father, and of the hatred they could not but bear to ' 
the injustice of Ptolemy. Ptolemy also made an attempt to 
get into the city by another gate ; but was repelled by the 
people who had just then admitted of Hyrcanus ; so he 
retired presently to one of the fortresses that were above 
Jericho, which was called Dagmu Now when Hyrcanus 
had received the high-priesthood, which his father had held 
before, and had offered sacrifice to Grod, he made great haste 
to attack Ptolemy, that he might afford relief to his mother 
and brethren. 

4* So he laid siege to the fortress, and was superior to 
Ptolemy in other respects, but was overcome by 'him as to 
the just affection [he had for his relations] : for when Pto- 
lemy was distressed, he brought forth his mother, and his 
brethren, and set them upon the wall, and beat them with 
rods in every body's sight, and threatened that, unless be 
would go away immediately, he would throw them down 
headlong: at which sight Hyrcanus^s commiseration and 
ooncern were too hard for his anger. But his mother was 
not dismayed, neither at the stripes she received, nor at the 
death with which she was threatened ; but stretched out her 
hands, and prayed her son not to be moved with the injuries 
that she suffered, to spare the wretch ; since it was to her 
better to die by the means of Ptolemy, than to live ever so 
long, provided he might be punished for the injuries he had 
done to their family. Now Jobn^s case was this : When he 
considered the courage of his mother, and heard her entreaty, 
he M; about his attacks ; but when he saw her beaten, and 
torn to pieces with the stripes, he grew feeble, and was en- 
tirely overcome by his affections. And as the siege was de- 
layea by this means, the year of rest came on, upon which 
the Jews rest every Seventh year, as they do on every seventh 
day. On this year, therefore, Ptolemy was freed from being 
besie^d, and slew the brethren of John, with their mother, 
and fled to Zeno, who was alto called Cotylas, who was the 
tyrant of Philadelphia. 

5. And now Antioohus was so angry at what he had suf- 
fered flrom Simeon, that he made an expedition into Judea, 
and sat down before Jerusalem, andbeneged Hyrcanus; but 
Hyrcanus opened the sepulchre of David, who was the richest 

book hen abridged by Jotepbus, or of the Ghionidei of tbif John Hyxtanus, 
thon esrtant, auurei ub that he was adled Hyrcanua from his conquest of qdo 
of that name. See Authent Rec. Vtixt I. page 207. But of this younger 
Anttocfaut, see Dean AUfarkh's note here. 
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tber Joseph tlnther, that no iDnoTatioD might be made bjr 
Antigonus. He also removed his mother, and all hia rdiu 
tions who bad been in Masada, to Samaria ; and when he 
had settled them securely, he marched to take the remainiiiff 
parts of Galilee, and to drive away the garrisons plaeed 
there by Ancigonus. 

2. But when Herod had reached Sepphoris,* in a veiv 
great snow, he took the city without any difficulty, the guaiw 
that should have kept it flying away before it waa asaaulted ; 
where he gave an opportunity to his followers that had beea 
in distress, to refresh themselves, there being in that dty a 
great abundance of necessaries. After which he hasted away 
to the robbers that were in the caves, who overran a great 
part of the country, and did as great mischief to its inhabi- 
tants as a war itself could have done. Accordingly he seat 
beforehand three cohorts of footmen and one troop of horse- 
men to the village Arbela, and came himself forty daysf^ 
afterwards, with the rest of his forces. Yet were not the 
enemy affrighted at his assault, but met him in arms, for 
their skill was that of warriors, but their boldness was the 
boldness of robbers:, when, therefore, it came to a pitched 
battle, they put to flight Herod^s left wing with their rifffat 
one ; but Herod, wheeling about on the sudden from nit 
own right wing, came to their assistance, and both made his' 
own left wing return back from its flight, and fell upon the 
pursuers, and cooled their courage, till they could not bear 
the attempts that were made directly upon than, and so 
turned back and ran away. 

3. But Herod followed them, and slew them as he fbl- ' 
lowed them, and destroyed a great part of them, till thoae 
that remained were scattered beyond the river [Jordan,] and 
Galilee was freed from the terrors they had been undo*, 
excepting from those that remained and lay concealed is 
caves, which required longer time ere they could be con* 
quered : in order to which Herod, in the first place, dktri-. 
buted the fruits of their former labours to the soldiers, and 
gave every one of them a hundred and fifty drachmae of lulver, 
and a deal more to their commanders, and sent them into 

* This 6€|)phorifl, the metropolu of Galflee, so often mentioned by Jom- 
phus, has coins still rem^ing, 2En4>nPHNnN, as Spanheim here infiDODf 
us. 

f This way of speaking, after 40 dapt, is interpreted by Josephus bimadf 
en the 40th day; Antiq. B. xiv. ch. xv. sect. 4, yol. ii. In like manner, 
when Josephus says, ch. xxxiii. sect. 8. that Hehxl lived itfler he had order- 
ed Antipater to be slain, 5 dayt\ this is by himself interpreted, Antiq. B. zm 
ch. viiL sect. I, voL iii. that he died on the bth day afternard. So also what 
is in this book, cfa. xiiL sect 1. aft;er two yean^ is, Antiq. B. xir. ch. xiii. sect 
3, voL ii. in the second year. And Dean Aldrich here notes, that this i»ay of 
apeaking is familiar in Josephus.. 
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tb^r winter quarters. He also sent to bis youngest brother 
Pheroras to take care of a good market for them, where they 
might buy themselves provisions, and to build a wall about 
Alexandrium ; who took care of both these injunctions ac— 
oordingly* 

4. In the mean time Antony abode at Athens, while Ven-~ 
tidius called for Silo and Hered to come to the war against 
the Farthians, but ordered them first to settle the affairs of 
Judea; so Herod willingly dismissed Silo to go to Venti- 
dius, but he made an expedition himself against those that 
lay in the caves. Now these caves were in the precipices- 
or craggy mountains, and could not be come at from any 
ade, since they had only some winding path-ways very nar- 
row, by which they got up to them ; but the rock that lay 
on their front had beneath it valleys of a vast depth, and of 
an almost perpendicular declivity ; insomuch that the king- 
was doubtful ibr a long time what to do, by reason of a kind 
of impossibility there was of attacking the place. Vet did 
he at length make use of a contrivance that was subject to • 
the utmost hazard ; for he let down the most hardy of his 
men in chests, and set them at the mouths of the dens. Now 
these men slew the robbers and their families, and when they^ 
made resistance, they sent in fire upon them [and burnt 
them ;] and as Herod was desirous of saving some' of them, 
be had proclamation made that they should come and deliver 
themselves up to him ; but not one of them came willingly 
to him ; and of those that were compelled to come, many 
preferred death to captivity. And here a certain old man, 
the father of seven children, whose children, together with 
Uieir mother, desired him to give them leave to go out, upon^ 
die assurance and right hand that was offered them, slew them 
after the following manner.*— He ordered every one of them 
to go out, while he stood himself at the cavers mouth, and slew 
that son of his perpetually who went out Herod was near 
enough to see this sight, and his bowels of compassion were 
moved at it, and stretched out his right hand to the old man, 
and besought him to spare his children ; yet did not he relent 
at all upon what he said, but over and above reproached 
Herod on the lowness of his descent, and slew his wife, as 
well as his children ; and when he had thrown their dead 
bodies down the precipice, he at last threw himself down 
after them. 

5. By this means Herod subdued these caves, and the 
robbers that Were in them. He then left there a port of his 
army, as many as he thought sufficient to prevent any sedi- 
tion, and made Ptolemy their general, and returned to. Sa- 
maria : he led also with him three thousand arfcned footmen 
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and six hundred bortemen againftt Antigonus. Now Imk 
those that used to raise tumults in Galiie^ having Uber^n 
to do upon his departure, fell unexpectedly upon Ptolcm, 
the general of his forces, and &lew hira : they also laid tM 
country waste, and then retired to the bogs, and to places not 
easily to be found. But when Herod was informed of this 
insurrection, he came to the assistance of the country imnie- 
diately, and destroyed a great number of th^ seditious, and 
raised the sieges of all those fortresses they had besieged : Im 
also exacted the tribute of a hundred talents of his enemiss, 
as a penalty for the mutations they had made in the countiy. 

€. By this time the Parthians being already driyen out 
of the country, and Faccnrus slain, Ventidius, by Antonj's 
command, sent a thousand horsemen and two legions, as 
auxiliaries to Herod, against Antigonus. Now Antigonus 
besought Macheras, who was their general, by letter, to come 
to his assistance, and made a great many mournful com* 
plaints about Herod^s violence, and about the injuries he did 
to the kingdom, and [promised to give him money for such 
his assistance : but he complied not with his invitation to 
betray his trust ; for he did not contemn him that sent him, 
especially while Herod gave him more money [than the 
other offered.] So he -pretended friendship to Antigonus, 
but came as a spy to discover his afiairs, though he did not 
herein comply with Herod, who dissuaded him from so doing. 
But Antigonus perceived what his intentions were befoce>i 
hand, and excluded him out of the city, and defended him* 
self against hiiti as against an enemy from the walls, till If a- 
<;heras was ashamed of what he had done, and retired to 
Emmaus to Herod ; and as he was in a rage at his disap* 
pointment, he slew all the Jews whom he met with, with- 
out sparing those that were for Herod, but using them all 
as if they were for Antigonus. 

7. Hereupon Herod was very angry at him, and was 
going to fight against Macheras as his enemy ; but he re« 
strained his indignation, and marched to Antony to aeouse 
Macheras of maladministration. But Macheras was made 
sensible of his offences, and followed after the king imme- 
diately, and earnestly begged and obtained that he would be 
reconciled to him. However, Herod did not desist from his 
resolution of going to Antony : but when he heard that he 
was besieging Samosata* with a great army, which is a strong 
dty near to Euphrates, he made the greater haste, as observ- 

* This SanoMta, the metropolis of Comagena, is weU kxiowii ftooi its 6oiiii» 
as Spanheim here auures ns. Dean Aldri& also confirmt what Jtfi^phaa krt 
notes, that Heiod was a great means of taloDg the dtj hy Antoat, aad M 
ftom Plutarch and Dio. 
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it»g that this was a proper opportnnity for showing at onot 
bis courage, and for doing what would greatly oblige An* 
tony. Indeed, when be came, be soon made an end of that 
siege, and slew a gieat number of the barbarians,, and took 
from them a large prey ; insomuch that Antony, who ad- 
mired his courage fwrnerly, did now admire it still more. 
Accordingly, he heaped many more honours upon him, and 

£ve him more assured hopes that he should gain his king- 
m: and now King Antiochus was forced to deliver up 
Samosata. 



CHAP. XVII. 

7*he death of Joseph [^Herocts brother], which had been 
signified to Herod in dreams. How Herod was preserved 
twicey after a wonderful manner. He cuts off the head 
of Pappus, who was the murderer of his brother, and 
sends that head to [his other brolher'\ Pheroras ; and in 
no long time he besieges Jerusalem, and marries Ma^ 
rictmne. 

§ 1. In the mean time Herod^s affiiirs in Judea were: in an 
Si state. He bad left bis brother Joseph with full power^ 
but bad charged him to make no attempts against Antigooua 
till his return; for that Macheras would not be such an 
assistant as he could depend on, as it appeared, by what be 
bad done already ; but as soon as Joseph bad heard that his 
brother was at a very great distance, he neglected the charge 
he had received, and marched towards Jericho with five co- 
horts which Macheras sent with him. This movement waa 
intended for seizing on the com, as it was now in the midst 
of summer ; but when his enemies attacked him in the moun- 
tains, and in ]daces which were difficult to pass, he was both 
killed bimsdif, as he was bravely fighting in the battle, and! 
the entire Roman cohorts were destroyed ; for these oohorla. 
were new raised men, gathered out of Syria, and there was 
BQ mixture of those called veteran soldiers among them, who 
might have supported those that were unskilful in war. 

.2. This victory was not sufficient for Antigonus, but he 
proceeded to that degree of rage as to treat the dead body 
of Joseph barbarously ; for when he had gotten possession 
of the bodies of those that were slain, he cut off his head, 
although his brother Pheroras would have given fifty talents 
as & price of redemption for it And now the affairs of Ga^ 
lilee were put into such discffder after this victory of Aatigo^ 
mis^ that those of Antigonus^s party brought the pciiieipal men 
that were on He»id^8 side to the lake, and there drownad 
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them. There was a great change made also in Idumeftt 
where Macheras was building a wall about one of the for- 
tresses, which was called Gittha. But Herod had not yet 
been informed of these things ; for after the taking of Samo- 
sata, and when Antony had set Sosius over the affiur& of Sy- 
ria, and given him orders to assist Herod against Antigonus, 
he departed into £g}'pt ; but Sosius sent two legions before 
him into Judea to assist Herod, and followed himself soon 
after with the rest of his army. 

3. Now when Herod was at Daphne, by Antioch, he bad 
some dreams which clearly foreboded his brother^s death ; 
and as he leaped out of his bed in a disturbed manner, there 
came messengers that acquainted him with that calamity. 
So when he had lamented this misfortune for a while, he put 
off the main part of his mourning, and made haste to march 
ilgainst his enemies ; and when he had performed a march 
that was above his strength, and was gone as far as Libanus, 
he got him eight hundred men of those that lived near to that 
mountain as his assistants, and joined with them one Roman 
legion, with which, before it was day, he made an irruption 
into Galilee, and met his enemies, and drove them back to 
the place which they had left. He also made an immediate 
and continued attack upon the fortress. Yet he was forced 
by a most terrible storm to pitch his camp in the neighbour- 
ing villages before he could take it : but when, after a few 
days time, the second legion that came from Antony joined 
themselves to him, the enemy were affrighted at his powor, 
and left their fortifications in the night-time. 
- 4. After this he marched through Jericho, as making what 
haste he could to be avenged on his brother^s murderers ; 
where happened to him a providential sign, out of which 
when he had unexpectedly escaped, he had the reputation of 
being very dear to God ; for that evening there feasted with 
him many of the principal men, and after that feast was over 
and all the guests were gone out, the house fell down imme- 
diately. And as he judged this to be a common signal of 
what dangers he should undergo, and how he should escape 
them in the war that he was going about, he in the morning 
set forward with his army, when about six thousand of his 
enemies came running down from the mountains, and began 
to fight with those in his forefront ; yet durst they not be so 
very bold as to engage the Romans hand to hand, but threw 
stones and darts at them at a distance ; by which means they 
wounded a considerable number ; in which action Herod's 
own side was wounded with a dart. 

5. Now as Antigonus had a mind to appear to exceed 
Henad, not only in the courage but in the number of -bis 
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men, be sent Pappus^ one of his companions, with an army 
against Samaria, whose fortune it was to oppose Madieras : 
but Herod overran the enemies^ country, and demolished 
five little cities, and destroyed two thousand men that were 
ID them, and burned their houses, and then returned to his 
camp; but his head quarters were at the village called 
Cana» 

6« Now a great multitude of Jews resorted to him every 
day, both out of Jericho and the other parts of the country. 
Some were moved so to do out of their hatred to Antigonus, 
and some out of regard to the glorious actions Herod had 
done ; but others were led on by an unreasonable desire of 
change ; so he fell upon them immediately. As for Pappud 
and his party, they were not terrified either at their number 
or at their zeal, but marched out with great alacrity to fight 
them, and it came to a close fight. Now other parts of theic 
ar^iy made resistance for a while ; but Herod running the 
utmost hazard, out of the rage he was in at themdrderofhia 
brother, that he might be avenged on those that bad been 
the authors of it, soon beat those that opposed him ; and, 
after he had beaten them, he always turned bis force against 
those that stood to it still, and pursued them all ; so that a 
great slaughter was made, while some wtfre forced back into 
that village whence they came out ; he also pressed tiard 
upon the hindermost, and slew a vast number of them ; he 
also fell into the villieige with the enemy, where every bouse 
was filled with armed men, and the upper rooms were crowd-^ 
ed above with soldiers for their defence ; and when he bad- 
beaten those that were on the outside, he pulled the houses 
to pieces, and plucked out those that were within : upon 
many he had the roofs shaken down, whereby they perished 
by heaps; and as for those tliat fled out of the ruins, the 
soldiers received them with their swords in their hands ; and 
the multitude of those slain and lying on heaps was so great 
that the conquerors could not pass along the roads. Now 
the enemy could not bear this blow, so that when the mul* 
titude of them which was gathered together saw that those in 
the village were slain, they dispersed themselves and fled-, 
away ; upon the ^confidence of which victory Herod bad 
marched immediately to Jerusalem, unless he had been hin- 
dered by the depth of winter's [coming on.] This was the 
iitipediment that lay in the way of this his entire glorious 
progress, and was what hindered Antigonus from, being now 
conquered, who was already disposed to forsake the city. 

7. Now when at the evening Herod had already dismissed 
his friends to refresh themselves after their fatigue, and when 
he was gone himself, while he was still hot in his armour. 
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likea^mnon soldteri to bathe himself, and had but one 
servant that attended him, and before he was gotten into the 
bath, one of the enemies met . him in the face with a sword 
in bis hand, and then a second, and then a third, and after 
that more of them ; these were men who had run away out 
of the battle into the bath in their armour, and they had lain 
there for some time in great terror, and in privacy ; and when 
they sa^r the king, they trembled for fear, and ran by him in 
a fright (although he were naked,) and endeavoured to gel 
<^ into the public rood : now there was by chance nobody 
else at hand that might seize upon these men, and for Herod^ 
he was contented to have come to no harm himself, so that 
they all got away in safety. 

8l But on the next day Herod had Pappuses head cut od; 
who was the general for Antigonus, and was slain in the 
battle, and sent it to his brother Pheroras, by way of punidi- 
ment for their slain brother, for he was the man that slew 
Joseph. Now as winter was going off, Herod marched to 
Jerusalem, and brought his army to the wall of it ; this was 
the third year since he had been made king at Rome : so he 
pitched hts camp before the temple, for on that side it might 
be besieged ; and there it was that Pompey took the city. 
So he parted thc^ work among the army, and demolished toe 
suburbs, and raised three banks, and gave orders to have 
towers built upon those banks, and left the most laborious 
of his acquaintance at the works. But he went himself to 
Samaria, to take the daughter of Alexander, the son of Aris- 
tobulus, to wife, who had been betrothed to him before, as 
we have already said ; and thus he accomplished this by the 
by, during the siege of the city, for he had his enemies in 
great contempt already. 

9. When be had thus married Mariamne, he came badt 
to Jerusalem with a greater army. Sosius also joined him 
with a large army, both of horsemen and footmen, which he 
sent before him through the midland parts, while he marched 
himself along Phoenicia. And when the whole army was got> 
ten together, which were eleven regiments of footmen and' 
six thousand horsemen, besides the Syrian auxiliaries, which 
were no small part of the army, they pitched their camp near 
to the north wall. Herod'*s dependence was upon the de- 
cree of the senate, by which he was made king, and Sorius 
relied upon Antony, who sent the army that was under him 
to Herod^s assistance. 
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CHAP. XVIII, 

Hw9 Herod and Soriua took Jerusalem by force; and what 
death Antigonua came to. Also concerning Cleopalrds ava^ 
ricious temper. 

$ 1* Now the oiuItUude of the Jews that were in the citY 
were divided into several factions ; for the people that crowdU 
ed about the temple, being the weakest part of them, gave 
it out, that as the times were, lie was the happiest and mo^t 
religious man who should die first. But as to the more bold 
and hardy men, they sot together in bodies, and fell a rob^ 
bing others, after various manners ; and these particularly 
plundered the places that were about the city, and this be* 
cause there was no food left either for the horses or the men ; 

}fet some of the warlike men, who were used to fight regu* 
arly, were appointed to defend the city during the siege, and 
th?sie drove those that raised the banks, away from the wall; 
and these were always inventing one engine or another to be 
a hindrance to the engines of the enemy ; nor had they so 
much success any way as in the mines under ground. 

2. Now as for the robberies which were committed, the 
king contrived that ambushes should be so laid that they 
nii^ht restrain their excursions ; and as for the want of pro- 
visions, he provided that they should be brought to them from 
Eeat distances. He was also too hard for the Jews, by the 
[}mans^ skill in the art of war ; although they were bold to 
the utmost degree, now they dqrst not come to a plain bat* 
tie with the Romans, which was certain death, but through 
their mines uuder ground they would appear in the midst of 
tbem on the sudden, and before they could batter down one 
wall, they built them another in its stead ; and, to sum up 
all at once, they did not show any want either of pains-taking 
QT of eontrivances, as having resolved to hold out to the y^ty 
last Indeed, though they had so great an army lying round 
about them, they bpre a siege of five month3, till some of 
Herod^s chosen men ventured to get upon the wall, and feU 
into the city, a3 did Sosius^s centurions, after them ; and now 
they first of all seized upon what was about the temple^ and 
upon the pouring in of the army, there was slaughter of vast 
multitudes every where, by reason of the rage the Romana 
were in at the length of the siege, and by reason that the 
Jews, who were about Herod, earnestly endeavoured that 
none of their adversaries might remain ; so they were cut to 
pieces by great multitudes, as they were crowded together ia 
narrow streets and in houses, or were runing away to the 
temple ; nor was there any mercy shown, either to infanta, or 
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to the aged, or to the weaker sex ; insomuch that, although 
the king sent about, and desired them to spare the people, 
nobody could be persuaded to withhold theitr right hand 
from slaughter, but they slew people of all ages, like mad- 
men. Then it was that Anti^onus, without any regard to 
his former or to his present fortune, came down from the 
citadel, and fell down at Sosius^s feet, who without pitying 
him at all, upon the change of his condition, laughed at him 
beyond measure, and called him Anttgona.* Yet did he 
not treat him like a woman, or let him go free, but put him 
into bonds, and kept him in custody. 

3. But Herod's concern at present, now he had gotten 
his enemies under his power, was to restrain the zeal of his 
foreign auxiliaries ; for the multitude of the strange people 
were very eager to see the temple, and what was sacred in 
the holy house itself; but the king endeavoured to restrain 
them, partly by his exhortations, partly by his threateniogs, 
nay, partly by force, as thinking the victory worse than a de- 
feat to him, if any thing that ought not to be seen were seen 
by them. He also forbade at the same time the spoiling of 
the city, asking Sosius, in the most earnest manner, whether 
the Romans, by thus emptying the city of money and men, 
had a mind to leave him king of a desert ? and told bim, that 
^* he judged the dominion of the habitable earth too small a 
compensation for the slaughter of so many citizens.^ And 
when Sosius said, that ^' it was but just to allow the soldiers 
this plunder, as a reward for what they suffered during the 
ai^e ;^ Heixxl made answer, that " he would give every one 
of the soldiers a reward out of his own money .^ So he pur- 
chased the deliverance of his country, and performed his pro- 
mises to them, and made presents after a magnificent manner 
to each soldier, and proportionably to their commanders, and 
with a most royal bounty to Sosius himself, whereby nobody 
went away but in a wealthy condition. Hereupon Sosius 
dedicated a crown of gold to God, and then went away from 
Jerusalem, leading Antigonus away in bonds to Antony: 
then did the axef bring him to his end, who still had a fond 
desire of life, and some frigid hopes of it to the last ; but by 
his cowardly behaviour well deserved to die by it 

4. Hereupon king Herod distinguished the multitude that 
was in the city ; and for those that were of his side, he made 
them still more his friends by the honours he conferred on 
them ; but for those of Antigonus's party, he slew them ; and 

* i. e. A woman, not a man. 

t The death of Antigonus is confirmed by Plutarch and Strabo ; Che Utter of. 
whom is cited for it by Josephus himself, Antiq. B. xv. cji* i. sect 2, toL ii» 
*B Dean Aldrich here observes. 
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as his money mn low, he turned ail the ornaments he had 
into monej, and sent it to Antony, and to those about him. 
Yet could he not hereby purchase an exemption from ail suf- 
ferings ; for Antony was now bewitched by bis love to Cleo- 
patra, and was entirely conquered by faei* charms. Now 
Cleopatra had put to death all her kindred, till no one near 
to her in blood remained alive, and after that she fell a slay- 
ing those no way: related to her. So she calumniated the 
pnmupal men among, the Syrians to Antony, and persuaded 
nim to have them slain, that so she might easily gain to be 
mistress of what they had : nay, she extended her avaricious 
humour to the Jews and Arabians, and secretly laboured to 
have Herod and Malichus, the. kings of both those nations, 
slain by his order..' 

' B, Now as to these her injunctions to Antony, he com- 
plied in part ; for though he esteemed it too abominable a 
thing to kill such good and great kings, yet was he thereby 
alienated from the friendship he had for them. He also took 
away a great deal of their country ; nay, even the plantation 
of palm trees at Jericho, where also grows the balsam tree, 
and bestowed them upon her ; as also all the cities on this 
aide the river Eleutherus, :Tyre and Sidon* excepted. And 
when she was- become mistress of these, and- had conducted 
Antony in his expedition against the Parthian^,= as iar as 
JSuphrates,^sbe came by Apainia and Damascus into Jtidea; 
and there did Herod pacify her indignation at him by large 
presents. He also hired <x her those places that had been 
torn away from his kingdom, at th^ yearly rent of two huo^ 
dred talents. He conducted her also as far as Pelasium, and 
pmd her all the respects possible. Now it was not long after 
tbib that Antony was come back from Partbia, and led with 
hkn Artabazes, Tigranes's sdn, captive, as a present for Cleo^ 
patrarfor this Parthian was presently given faer> with his 
money, and all the prey that was taken with him. ' 



/i • 1.. 



' CHAP. XIX. 

■ : I . |- ^ ' 

jETotn Antfmjft at the per^uanon of Cfeopatrct^ mctU Hcrpii (is 
fight against the Arabxam: and how^ after tsew^alJxUtfe^i 
be at length got the victorjfn ■ As oho concerning a. grea^ 
.earthquake, 

§.I^ -Now when the war about Actium was begun, Herod 
prepared to come to the assistance ^f Antony, as being aU 

* Tbit andent liberty of Tyre ani! Sidon under t^e Romans, iiken notice of 
by Josephus, both here and Antiq. B. zt. chap. iv. sect. I. is confirmed by the 
tatCimony of Strabo, B. ztL p. 7^7, as Dean Aldrich remarks ; although, as be 
Joady adds, this liberty lasted but a li^le while tong^i, when Auguatus took 
it sway firom them. 

TOL. III. X 
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retdy freed froB» hia troubles ia Jadm> and Imritig- gained 
Hyreania, wbkh wa* a place that ^ad held by AndgiaiiiMr^ 
ttfiter. However, be was eonninglj hmdercd fton paiffal- 
ing of the baaards that Antony went tbrougb^ by Cleopatra; I 
for sinoe, as we have already noted , she bad laid a ^kt agaiMft 
the kings [of Judea and Arttbia,] she prevailed with AiHony 
lo Gomimt the war against the Arabiana to Herod ; tWail s^ 
if be got the better, she might become mistreso of Andlii, 
or, if he were worsted, of Judea ; and that she migbt destny 
one of these kings by the other. 

8. However, this contrivance tended to the advaiitiii|«e iif 
Herod ; for at the very first be took hostages from the enemy, 
aad cot together a great body of horse, and ordered theai to 
march lugainst them about Diospolis; and he conquerddlhat 
army, although it fought resolutely against him. After which 
defeat, the Arabianswere ingreat motion,aBd assembled thott- 
aelves together at Ejinatha, a dty of Celesytia, inr vvuH bvbWl 
ludea, and waited for the Jews. And when Herod waa ooM 
thither he tried to manage this war with particuhir prndeMi^ 
aiaid gave orders that they shouM build a wall about = their 
camp ; yet did not the multitude comply with those ordcff% ^ 
but were so emboldened by their fc»«gaiiig victory that they j 
presently attacked the Arabians, and beat- them at the first ^ 
<mset, and then pursued them ; yet were there snares laid fior L 
Heir^ in that pursuit; while Ath^nio, who was one of Cko- j| 
patra^s generals, and always an antagonist to Herod, sent out L 
of Kanatha the men of that oountry against him ; for upoa ^ 
this fresh onset, the Arabians took courage, aad returned ^ 
back, and both joined their numeronts forces about slm 
{daces that were hard to be gone over, and there put Heron 
men to the rout, and made a great slaughter of them : but 
(hose that escaped out of the battle fled to Oransa, wbMt 
the Arabians surrounded their camp, aud took it, with alt the 
men in it. 

3. In a little time after this calamity, Herod came to bring 
them succours ; but he came too late. Now the occasion w 
that blow was this, that the ofiicers would not obey orders; 
for had not the fight begun so suddenly, Athenio bad not 
found a proper se^n for the snares he laid for Herod ; how- 
ever, he was even with the Arabians afterward, and overran 
their country, and did them more harm than their single vic- 
tory could compensate. But as he was avenging himsdf oO 
btt enemies, there fell upon him another providential csda- 
mity ; for, in the seventh year of his reign,* whea the war 

« 

* Thif aerenth yetr of the Togn ci Herod [from the ounquect, or dMth 
•f Antigonnt,] wiA the great earthquake in the begiiining of the lama ^iing» 
irMeh art hen MLy implied to he not much before the fight Ki ActiiuD» be- 
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about Actium was at the hdght, at the beginning of the 
ipringf the earth was shaken, and destroyed an immense 
nuniTOr of cattle, with thirty thousand men; but the army 
reoeiTed no barm, because it Jay in the open air. In the mean 
time the fame of this earthquake elevated the Arabians to 
mater courage, and this by augmenting it to a fabulous 
Might, as is constantly the case in melancholy accidents, and 
pieCcnding that all Judea was overthrown : upon this sup 
posal, therefore, that they should easily get a land that was 
destitute of inhabitants into their power, they first sacrificed 
dioae ambassadors who were come to them from the Jews, 
and then marched into Judea immediately. Now the Jewish 
nation were affrighted at this invasion, and quite dispirited 
at the greatness of their calamities one after another ; whom 
jet Herod got together, and endeavoured to encourage to 
defend themselves, by the following speech which he made 
Id them. 

4. *^ The present dread you are tinder, seems to me to have 
ttised upon you very unreasonably. It is true, you might 
lastly be dismayed at that providential chastisement which 
aath befallen you ; but to suffer yourselves to be equally ter- 
lified at the invasion of men, is unmanly. As for myself, I 
tot so far from being affrighted at our enemies after this 
«irthquake, that I imagine t£at God hath thereby laid a bait 
Ibr the Arabians, that we may be avenged on them ; for their 
present invasion proceeds more from our accidental misfor- 
lones, than that they have any great dependence on their 
lieapons, or their own fitness fpr action. Now that hope 
'VblGh depends not on men^s own power, but on other's ill 
voeoeBS, is a very ticklish thing ; for there is no certainty 
among men, either from their bad or good fortunes ; but we 
may easily observe, that fortune is mutable, and goes from 
one ride to another ; and this you may readily learn from 
iples among yourselves ; for, when you were once vie* 
in the former fight, your eneimes overcame you at last; 
and very likely it wul now happen so, that these who think 
themselves sure of beating you, will themselves be beaten. 
For, when men are very confident, they are not upon their 
gnaid, while fear teaches men to act with caution ; msomuch 

ttnta OetMrins and Antony, and which is known ftom the Roman hutoriani to 
hmt Wen in the beginning of September, in the thirty-ftrst year beHnre the 
Chriitian «ra, determines the chronology of JoMphnt as to the xsign of He- 
nd, Tis. that he began in the year 37, beyond rational contradiction. Nor is 
it,^MU unworthy of our notice, that this seventh year of. the reign of Herod, 
Off llie thirty.first before the Christian sara, contained the lattqr part of a 
iriilwtic year ; on which sabbatio year, therefore, it is plain, this great earth- 
quake happened in Judea. 

X2 
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that I venture to prove from your very timorousnefes, that 
you ought to take courage ; for when you were more bold 
than you ought to have been, and than I would have had yon, 
and marched on, Athenio^s treachery took place ; biit yoor 
present slowness and seeming dejection of mind, is to me a 
pledge and assurance of victory. And indeed it is proper 
beforehand to be thus provident ; but when we come to ac- 
tion, we ought to erect our minds, and to make our. enemies, 
be they ever so wicked, believe, that neither any human, no, 
nor any providential misfortune, can ever depress the courage 
of Jews while they are alive ; nor will any of them ever over* 
look an Arabian, or suffer such a one to become lord of his 
good things, whom he has in a manner taken captive^ and 
that many times also. And do not you disturb yourselv^ at 
the quaking of inanimate creatures, nor do you imagine that 
this earthquake is another sign of another calamity ; fot such 
affections of the elements are according to the course of na^ 
ture : nor does it import any thing farther :to men thdn what 
mischief it does immediately of itself. Perhaps there may 
come some short sign beforehand in the case of pestilemxi, 
and famines, and earthquakes ; but these calamities tbemselva p 
have their force limited by themselves [without forebodiog 
any other calamity.] And indeed what greater mischief cas ^ 
the war, though it should be a laolent one, do to us, than tk ^ 
earthquake hath done ? Nay, there is a signal of our enemiaT 
destruction visible, and that a very great one also ; and tUi 
is not a natural one, nor derived from the hand of foreignen 
neither ; but it is this, that they have barbarously murdered 
our ambassadors, contrary to the common law of mankind; 
and they have destroyed so many, as if they esteemed them 
sacrifices for God, in relation to this war* But they will not 
avoid his great eye, nor his invincible right hand ; and «e 
shalt be revenged of them presently, in case we sCiU retaiii 
any of the courage of our forefathers, and rise up boldly to 
punish these covenanubreakers. Let every one, tberefiare, go 
on and fight, not so much for his wife or his children^ or for 
the danger his country is in, as for these ambassadors of oars : 
those dead ambassadors will conduct this war of ours . better 
than we ourselves who are alive. And, if you will be mkd 
by me, I will myself go before you into danger ; for you 
know this well enouffh, that your courage is irresistible, un- 
less you hurt yourselves by acting rashly .'** 

* This speedi of Herod is set down twice bj Jotephus, bera, and Antiq. 
B. zv. cb. y. sect. 3. to the very sttne purpose, but by no meant in the same 
words ; whenee it appears, that <be senae was Hend*a, but die conapesitifla 
Josephus*s. 
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5. When Herod had encouraged them by this speech, and 
he saw with what alacrity they went, he offered sacrifice to 
Qod : and after that sacrifice he passed over the river Jordan 
with his army, and pitched his. camp about Philadelphia, 
Dear the eneihy^ and about a fortification that lay between 
them. He then shot at them at a distance, and was desirous 
to come to an engagement presently ; for some of them had 
been sent beforehand to seize upon that fortification: but 
the king sent some, who immediately beat them out of the 
fortification, while he himself went in the forefront of the 
army, which he put in battle array every day, and invited the 
Aramans to fight. But as none of them came out of their 
eamp, for they were in a terrible fright, and their general, 
Elthemus, was not able to say a word for fear ; so Herod 
eune upon them, and pulled their fortification to pieces, by 
irhich means they were compelled to come out to fight, which 
they did in disorder, and so that the horsemen and footmen 
were mixed together. They were indeed superior to the Jews 
id number, but inferior in their alacrity, although they were 
obliged to expose themselves to danger by their very despair 
of victory. 

6. Now while they made opposition, they had not a great 
aumber slain ; but as soon as tney turned their backs, a great 
many were trodden to pieces by the Jews, and a great many 
by tnemselves,. and so perished, till five thousand were fallen 
down dead in their flight, while the rest of the multitude pe. 
fiented their immediate death, by crowding into the fortifica- 
tion. . Herod encompassed these round, and besieged them ; 
and while they were ready to be taken by their enemies in 
arms, they had another additional distress upoa them, which 
was thirst and want of water ; for the king was aboye heark- 
ening to their ambassadors : and when they ofiered five hun- 
dfed talents, as the price of their redemption, he pressed 
ft^lt harder upon them. And as they were oumt up by their 
thirst, they came out, and voluntarily delivered themselves up 
&y multitudes to the Jews, till in five days time, four thou- 
ttnd of them were put into bonds; and on the sixth day, the 
multitude that were left, despaired of saving themselves, and 
6ame out to fight ; with these Herod fought, and slew again 
about seven thousand ; insomuch that he punished Arabia so 
severely, and so far extinguished the spints of the men, that 
he was chosen by the nation for their ruler. 
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CHAP. XX. 

Herod ia con/brmed in hit kingdom by CoiOTj and ckttivdUi a 

friendship with the Emperor by magnificent nre$enis ; wkie 

Casar returns his kindness^ by bestowing on him that part of 

his kingdom which had been taken away from it by CleopaHra^ 

with the addition of Zenodonis^s country also. 

§ 1. But now Herod was under an immediate oonoem about 
a moBt important afiair, ou account of hb friendship with 
Antony^ who was already overcome at Actium by Caesar ; yet 
he was more afraid than huit ; for Csssar did not think be bad 
quite undone Antony, while Herod continued his assisfanes 
to him. However, the king resolved to expose ^liinsdlf to 
dangers: accordingly he sailed to Rhodes, where Caesar then 
abode, and came to him without his diadem, and in tbehsbit 
and appearance of a private person, but in his behaviour as a 
king. So he ccmcealed nothing of the truth, but spake thus 
before his face : *' O Csesar, as I was made king or the Jews 
by Antony, so do I profess that I have used my royal aifci 
thority in the best manner, and entirely for his advantage; 
nor will I conceal this farther, that thou hadst certiunly found 
me in arms, and an inseparable companion of his, had not the 
Arabians hindered me. However, 1 sent him as maavmizi* 
lianes as I was able, and many ten thousand [oori] of cpnit 
Nay^ indeed, I did not desert my benefactor after the bkyf 
that was given him at Actium ; but I gave him the best ad> 
vice I was able, when I was no longer able to assist him ill 
the war ; and I told him, that there was but one way of x^ 
covering his affairs, and that was to kill Cleopatra ; and I 
promised him, that if she were once dead, I would aflEiKd 
him money and walls for his security, with an army and my- 
self to assist him in his war against tl^e : but his aiSiecdons 
for Cleoipaira stopped his ears, as did God himself also* who 
hath bestowed the government on thee. I own my$elf abo 
to be overcome together with him, and with bis last fortune I 
have laid aside my diadem, and am come hither to thee, 
having my hopes of safety in thy virtue : and I desire that 
thou wilt first consider how faithful a friend, and not whose 
friend I have been.^ 

2. Csesar replied to him thus, «^ Nay, thou shalt not only 
be in susifety, but shalt be a king, and that more firmly than 
thou wert before ; for thou art worthy to reign over a great 
many subjects, by reason of the fastness of thy friendabip: 
and do thou endeavour to be equally constant in thy friend- 
ship to me, upon my good success, which is what I depend 
upon from the generosity of thy disposition. Howeveri 
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Antony bath done well in preferring Cleopatra to thee; for 
by this means we have gained thee by her madness, and thus 
thou hast begun to be my friend, before I began to be thine : 
on which account Quintus Didius hath written to me, that 
thou sentest liim assistance against the gladiators. I do there- 
fore assure thee, that I will confirm the kingdom to thee by 
a decree: I shall also endeavour to do thee some farther 
kindnesses hereafter, that thou mayst find no loss in the want 
of Antony.'^ 

S. When Caesar had spoken such obliging things to the 
king, and had put the diadem again about his head, he pro- 
claimed what be had bestowed upon him by a decree, in 
which he enlarged in the commenoation of the man after a 
magnificent manner. Whereupon Herod obliged him to be 
kind to him by the presents he gave him, and he desired him 
to forgive Alexander, one of Antonyms friends, who was be- 
come a supplicant to him. But Csesar^s anger against him 
prevailed, and he complained of the many and very great 
o£Pences the man, whom he petitioned for, had been guilty 
of; and by that means he rejected his petition. After this, 
Cflssar went for Egypt through Syria, when Herod received 
him with royal and rich entertainment ; and then did he first 
of all ride alcmg with Csesar, as he was reviewinjr his army 
about Ptolemais, and feasted him with all his friends, and 
Uien distributed among the rest of the army what was neosB- 
sary to feast them withal. He also made a plentiful provision 
of water for them, when they were to march as far as Peiu^ 
aiiun, through a dry country, which he did also in like bianner 
at their return thence ; nor were there any necessaries want- 
ing to that army. It was therefore the opinion both of Csesar 
and of his soldiers, that Herod^s kingdom was too small for 
those generous presents be made them ; for which reason, 
when Csesar was come into Egypt, and Cleopatra and Antony 
were dead, he did not only bestow other marks of honour 
upon him, but made an aaditioo to his kingdom, by ^ving 
bim not only the country which had been taKen from him by 
Cleopatra, but besides that, Gadara, and Hippos, and Sa- 
maria; and moreover of the maritime cities, Gaza,* and 
Anthedon, and Joppa, and Strato^s Tower* He also made 
him a present of four hundred Galls [Gidatians] as a guard 

* Since Josephus, both here and in his Antiq. B. xt. duaf* tIL lact. S, 
itdcOM Oaza, which had been a free dty, among the cttiet given Herod bv 
Augostna, and yet implies that Herod had made Gostobuus a governor of It 
bofi^ AQtiq. B. xv. ^ap. vii. sect. 9. Harduin has some pretence for sajrifig* 
that Josephns here contradicted himself. But perhaps Herod thought he had 
anffident authority to put a goyemor into Oaza, after he was made tetrardi 
or kipg, in times of war, befoire the dty was entirdy delivered into hia lyoda 
bj Augustas. 



312 iMii': jilwisu wak. book 1. 

ii^r hu body, which they had beeo to Cleopatra before. Nor 
did any thing m> strongly induce Caesar to oiake these presents, 
as the generosity of him that received them* 

4. Moreover, after the first games at Actium, be added to 

his kingdom both the region called Trachomtiaj and what lay 

iu its neighbourhood, Batanea, and the country of Auranitis; 

and that on the following occasion : Zenodorus, who bad 

hired the house of Lysanias, had all along sent robbers oot 

of Trachonitis among the Damascens ; who thereupon had 

recourse to Varro, the president of Syria, and desired of bim 

that he would represent the calamity they were in to Caesar : 

when Csesar was acquainted with it, he sent back orders, that 

this nest of robbers should be destroyed. Varro therefore 

made an expedition against them, and cleared the land of 

those men, and took, it av.ay from Zenodorus. Caesar did 

also afterward bestow it on Herod, that it might not again 

become a receptacle for those robbers, that bad coaie against 

I^amascus. He also made, him a procurator of all Sjrria, and 

this on the tenth year afterward, when be came again into 

tfial; prpvioce ; and this was so established that the other 

prucMraU)rs jcoold not do any thing in the adminstratimi 

without his advice i but when Zenodorus was dead, Caesar 

b^tQjwed on him all that land which lay between Tracbonttb 

a^d (jalilee. Yet what was still of more consequenoe to 

Hejrodp he was beloved by Caesar next after Agrippa,andby 

Agrippa next after Caesar; whence he arrived at a very great 

degree of fielidty. Yet did the greatnefis of his soul exceed 

it, and the main part (^ bis magnanimity was extended to the 

promotion of piety. 



CHAP. XII. 

Of the [temple and^ ctttea that were built by JSerod^ and 

erected from the very foundations : as also of those other 

edifices that were erected by htm : and what magnificence he 

shxnced to foreigners ; and how fortune was in aU things fa- 

^vouttible to him, 

§ 1. AccoBDiHGLY, on the sixteenth year of his reign, Herod 
rebuilt the jLempJe* and encompassed a piece of land about it 
with a wall, which land was twice as large as that before en- 
closed. The expences he laid out upon it were vastly large 
also, and the riches about it were unspeakable. A aign of 
which you have in the great cloisters that were erected about 
the temple, and the citadel* which was on its north side. The 

* This fort wu first built, as it is supposed, by John Hyrcanus. See Pni, 
Mt the year 207> and called Barit, the tower or citadel It was afterwaids 
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idoisterB he built from the foundation, but the dtadel be re- 
ptured kt a vast expense; nor was it other than a royal 
palace, which he caAed AtUonuif in honour of Antony. He 
dsb built himself a palace in the upper city, containmg two 
very large and most beautiful apartments. To which the holy 
house: itself could not be compared [in largeness]. The one 
apirtment he named Caaareumr and the other Agrippium^ 
from his [two great] friends. 

2^ Yet did he not preserve their memory by particular 
buildings only, with their names given them, but his genero« 
saty went as tar as entire cities ; for when he had built a most 
beautiful wall round a country in Samaria, twenty furlongs 
long, and had brought six thousand inhabiunts into it, and 
bad allotted to it a most fruitful peace of land, and in the 
midst of this'city, thus built, had erected a very large temple 
tk> CsBsar, and had laid round about it a portion of sacred land 
qf three furlongs and a half; he called the city Sebaate, from 
Sebastus, or Augustus, and settled the affairs of the city after 
» most regular manner. 

• 3. And when Csesar had further bestowed upon him ano- 
ther additional country, he built there also a temple of white 
marble, hard by the fountains of Jordan : the place is called 
Panium^ where is a top of a mountain that is raised to an 
immense height, and at its side, beneath, or at its bottom, a 
dark cave' opens itself; within which there is a horrible pre- 
4pice, that descends abruptly to a va^t depth ; it contains a 
mighty quantity of water, which is immoveable : and when 
tay body lets -clown any thing to measure the depth of the 
earth beneath the water, no length of cord is sufficient to 
reach it. Now the fountains of Jordan rise at the root of 
tins cavity outwardly ; and, as some think, this is the utmost 
origin of Jordan ; but we shall speak of that matter more 
accurately in our following history. 

' 4. But the king erected other places at Jericho also be. 
tween the citadel Cyprus and the former palace, such as were 
better and more useful than the former for travellers, and 
named them from the same friends of his. To say all at 
cmoe, there was not any place of his kingdom fit for the pur- 
p6se« that was permitted to be without somewhat that was 
Ibi^ Ciesar^s honour ; and when he had filled his own country 

wilh temples, he poured out the like plentiful marks of 
€Ste^tn into bis province, and built many cities which he 
called desAreae, 

rdnillt wtth great impirovemoots, by Herod, under the goTernmcnt of Anto- 
niiu, and was named from him, the Tower cfAntonia ; and about the time 
that Herod rebuilt the ten^le, he seemi to have put his last hand to it. See 
Aotiq. B. XTiii* ehap. v. sect. 4. Of the War, B. i. chap. iii. sect. 3. and 
chap* It Met 4. - .-.Ixlay^oa lha.iioith«iia( aide of die temple, and was a quarter 
as large. 
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5. And wiien he ofafenried that there was a city faj theaet- 
side, that was much decayed (its naoae was Suato^s TcmcrX 
but that the place, by the hafifwieB of its stuatioOy waa ca- 
pable of great iasproTemeota, from his libcnlity he rebuilt it 
all with while stone, and adorned it with sevcnl awire ■pl'*"*^^ 
ndaoea, whereiD he e^ieciaUy A 'l i i i Mi a l ed hia magnaDiautj; 
for the case was this, that all the sea-shore b etwee n Dora 
and Joppa, in the middle between which this city is sitaatedi 
had no good haYen, insomuch that every cme that sailed from 
Phenida for Egypt was obliged to lie in the stomy sea, bw 
reason of the south winds that thieateoed them ; whi^ wnd, 
if it blew but a little fresh, sudi Tast wares are nuaed, aad 
dash upon the rocks, that npoo their retreat the aea is la a 
great ferment for a long way. But the king, by the ^^^yf^^f 
he was at, and the liberal disposal of them, oTercanae oatoie, 
and built an haren larger than was the Pyreum* [at Athens], 
and in the inner retirements of the water he biult other 6etf 
stations [for the ships also]. 

0. Now although the place where he built was greatly ap- 
posite to his purposes, yet did he so fully struggle with tut 
difficulty, that the firmness of his building could not easily be 
conquered by the sea ; and the beauty and ornament oi die 
works were such, as though he had not had any difficulty is 
the operation : for when he had measured out aa laige s 
space iLi we have before mentioned, he let down stones ialo 
twenty fathom water, the greatest part of which were fiftj 
feet in length, and nine in depth, and ten in breadth, aad 
some still larger. But when the havoi was filled up to tluk 
depth, he enlarged that wall which was thus already extant 
above the sea, till it was two hundred feet wide ; one hun- 
dred of which had buildings before it, in order to break the 
force of the waves, whence it was called ProcMmaiia^ or the 
first breaker of the waves ; but the rest of the space was ua- 
der a stone wall that ran round it. On- this waU were rtrj 
large towers, the principal and most beautiful of whidi was 
called Drunum from Dnuu$, who was son-in-law to Csesar. 

7. There were also a great number of arcfaea where the 
mariners dwelt; and ait the place before them round about 
was a large valley, or walk, for a key [or landing place] to 
those thai came on shore ; but the entrance was on toe north, 
because the north wind was there the most gentle of all the 
winds. At the mouth of the haven were on each side three 
great Colossi, supported by pillars ; where those Cokiasi that 



" That Jotephiu qpeaki troth, when he amnci u, thia ^ Tlw hvraD of thk 
Ccsvea was made by Hend not leta, nay, rather larger, than that haama ha- 
ven at Athena, called the Pyreumj'* will appear, aaji I>can Aldrieii, to him 
arho oomparea the dcacr^tkm of that at Athena in Thn^didea and 
with tbU of Casifffft in Joaqghns la»,MA m ths Aatii^ B> Xf» 
6f and B. zv iL disp. is* mcu !• 
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tm your left hand, as you sail into the port, are supported 
by a solid tower ; but those on the right hand are supported 
by two upright stones joined together, which stones were 
larger than that tower which was on the other side of the en- 
trance. Now there were continual edifices joined to the ha« 
▼en, which were also themselves of white stone ; and to this 
haven did the narrow streets of the city lead, and were built 
at equal distances one from another. And over against the 
mouth of the haven, upon an elevation, there was a temple 
for Caesar, which was excellent both in beauty and large* 
ness ; and therein was a Colossus of CsBsar, not less than that 
of Jupiter Olympius, which it was made to resemble. The 
other Colossus of Rome was equal to that of Juno at Argoe. 
So he dedicated the city to the province, and the haven to 
the sailors there ; but the honour of the building he ascribed 
to Caesar,* and named it Cesarea accordingly. 

8. He also built the other edifices, the amphitheatre, and 
theatre, and market-place, in a manner Mreeable to that de« 
nomination ; and appointed games every fifth year, and called 
them in like manner C€Mar*a Games ; and he first himself 
proposed the largest prizes upon the hundred ninety-second 
olympiad; in which not only the victors themsdives, but 
those that came next to. them, and even those that came in 
the third place, were partakers of his royal bounty. He also 
rebuilt Anthedon, a city that lay on the coast, and had been 
demolished in the wars, and named it Agrippeum. More* 
over, he had so very gre^t a kindness for his friend Affrippa, 
that he had his name engraved upon that gate which he had 
himself erected in the temple. 

9. Herod was also a lover of his father, if any other per- 
son ever was so ; for he made a monument for his father) 
even that city which he built in the finest plain that was in 
bis kingdom, and which had rivers and trees in abundance, 
and named it ArUipatris, He also built a wall about a citadel 
that lay above Jericho, and was a very strong and very fine 
building, and dedicated it to his mother, and called it Cyproa. 
Moreover, he dedicated a tower that was at Jerusalem, and 
called it by the name of his brother Fhasaelus, whose struc- 
ture, and iareeness, and magnificence, we shall describe here- 
after. He also built another city, in the valley that leads 
northward from Jericho, and named it Phaaaelui, 

10. And as he transmitted to eternity his family and friendsy 
so did he not neglect a memorial for himself, but built a for- 

* These binldings of cities by the name of Caesar, and institution of solemn 

fames in honour of Augustus Caesar, as here, and in the Antiquities, related of 
leiod by Josephus, the Roman historians attest to, as things then frequent in 
the provinces of that empire, as Dean Aldtich observes on t£ds duqptcr. 
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tress upon a mountain towards Arabia^ and named it from 
himseir Herodtum ;* and he called that hill, that was of the 
shape of a woman^s breast, and was sixty furlongs distant 
from Jerusalem, by the same name. He also bestowed much 
curious art upon it, with great ambition,- and built round 
towers all about the top of it, and filled up the remaining 
space with most costly palaces round about, insomuch that 
not only the sight of the inner apartments was splendid, but 
great wealth was laid out on the outward waHs and partitions, 
and roofs also. Besides this, he brought a mighty quantity 
of water from a great distance, and at vast charges, and raised 
an ascent to it of two hundred steps of the whitest marble; 
for the hill was itself moderately high and entirely factitious. 
He also built other palaces about the roots of the bill, suffi- 
cient to receive the furniture that was put into them, with bis 
friends also ; insomuch that, on account of its containing all 
necessaries, the fortress might seem to be a city, but by the 
bounds it had, a palace only. 

11. And when he bad built so much, he showed the great- 
ness of his soul to no small number of foreign cities. He 
built palaces for exercise at Tripoli, and Damascus, and Fto- 
lemais : he btiilt a wall about Byblus, as also large rooms, 
and cloisters, and temples, and market*places, at Berytusand 
Tyre, with theatres at Sidon and Damascus. He also built 
aqueducts for those Laodiceans who lived by the sea-side, and 
for those of Ascalon he built baths and costly fountains, as 
also cloisters r»und a court, that were admirable both for thrir 
worknianship and largeness. Moreover, he dedicated groves 
and meadows to some people ; nay, not a few cities there 
y^ete who had lands of his donation, as if they were parts of 
bis own kingdom. He also bestowed annual revenues, and 
those for ever also, on the settlements for exercises ; and ap- 
pointed for them, as well as for the people of Cos, that such 
rewards should never be wantirig. He also gave corn to all 
such as wanted it, and conferred upon Rhodes large sums of 
money for building ships, and this be did in many places, and 
frequently also. And when Apollo^s temple had been burnt 
down, he rebuilt it at his own charges, after a better manner 
than it was before. What need I speak of the presents be 
made to the Lycians and Samians ? or of his great liberality 
through all Ionia ? and that according to every body^s wants 
of them. And are not the Athenians, and Lacedemonians, 

* There were two cities or citadels called Herodium in Judea, and both men- 
tioned by Josephus, not only here, but Antiq. xIt. chap. xiii. sect. 9. B. zr. 
ch. Ix. sect 6. Of the War, B. i. cb. xiu. sect. 8. B. ilL cfa. iii. sect. 5. One 
of them was 200, and the other 60 furlongs distant from Jerusalem. One of 
them is mefitioned by Pliny, Hist. Nat. B. v. ch. xiv. as Dean Aldrich observes 
herf. 
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and Nioopolitans, and that Fergamus which is in Mysia, full 
of donations that Herod presented them withal ? And as for 
that large open place belonging to Antioch in Syria, did not 
he pave it with polished marble, though it were twenty fur- 
longs long F and thus when it was shunned by all men bJefore^ 
because it was full of dirt and filthiness^ when he besides 
adorned the same place with a cloister of the same length. 

12. It is true, a man may say these favonrs were peeuliilr 
to those particular places on which he bestowed his benefits ; 
but then what favours he bestowed on the Eleans, was a do- 
nation not only in common to all Greece^ but to all the habi:- 
table earth, as far as the glory of the Olympic games reached; 
For when he perceived that they were come to nothing, for 
want of money, and that the only remains of ancieilt Greece 
were in a manner gone, he not only became one of the com- 
batants in that return of the fifth year games, which in his 
sailing to Rome he happened to be present at, but he settled 
upon them revenues in money for perpetuity, insomuch that 
his memorial as a combatant there can never fail. It would 
be an infinite task if I should go over his payments of people^s 
debts^ or tributes for them, as he eased the people of Phasae- 
lus, of Batanea, and of the small cities about Cilicia, of those 
annual pensions they before paid. However, the fear he was 
in, much disturbed the greatness of his soul, lest he should b6 
exposed to envy, or seem to hunt after greater things than he 
ought, while be bestowed more liberal gifts upon these cities 
than did their owners themselves. 

13. Now Herod had a body suited to his soul, and was 
ever a most excellent hunter, where he generally had good 
success, by the means of his great skill in riding horses; foi^ 
in one day he caught forty wild beasts :* that country breeds 
also bears, and the greatest part of it is replenished with stags 
and wild ftsses. He was also such a warrior as could hot be 
withstood 1 many men therefore there are who have stood 
amazed at his readiness in his exercises, when they saw him 
throw the javelin directly forward, and to shoot the arrov' 
upon the mark. And then, besides these performances of hiflf, 
depending on his own strength of mind and body^ fortuni^ 
was also very favourable to him ; for he seldom fkiled of isue- 
cess in his wars; and when he failed, he was not himself 
the occasion of such failing, but be was either betrayed by 
some, or the rashness of 'his soldiera procured his defeat. 

* Here seems to be a small defect in the copies, which ideacribe the wild 
beasts which Were hunted in a certain country by Herod, without naming any 
such countxy at all. 
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CHAP. XXII. 

The murder of Ariitobnlusy qnd HyreanuBj the high prktU: 

08 aUo of Mariamnty the queen, 

§ 1. However fortune was avenged on Herod in his ex« 
temal great successes, by raising him up domestical troubles; 
and be began to have wild disorders in his family on account 
of bis wife^ of whom he was so very fond. For when be 
came to the govemmenti he sent away her whom be bad 
before married, when he was a private person^ and who wai 
bom at Jerusalem, whose name was Doris, and married Ma* 
riamne, the daughter of Alexander, the son of Aristobuius ; 
on whose account disturbances arose in his family, and that 
in part very soon, but chiefly after bis return from Borne, 
For, first of all, he expelled Antipater^ the son of Doris, for 
the sake of his sons by Mariamne, out of the city, and per- 
mitted him to come thither at no other times thao at the fes- 
tivals. After this, he slew his wife's grandfather, Hyrcanus, 
when be was jeturned out of Partbia to him, under this pre- 
tence, that he suspected him of plotting against bim. Now 
this Hyrcanus had been carried captive to Barzapbarpes, 
when he overran Syria ; but those of bis own country be- 
yond Euphrates, were desirous he would stay with them, and 
this out of the commiseration they bad for bis condition ; and 
had he complied with their desires, when they exhorted him 
not to go over the river to Herod, he bad not perished ; but 
the marriage of his grand-daughter [to Herod] was bis temp, 
tation ; for as he relied upon him, and was over-fond of his 
own country, he came back to it* Herod'^s provocation was 
this, not that Hyrcanus made any attempt to gain the king- 
dom, but that it was fitter for him to be their king than fior 
Herod. 

. 2. Now of the five children which Herod had by Mari- 
amne, two of them were daughters, and three were sons ; and 
the youngest of these sons was educated at Rome, and there 
died ; but the two eldest he treated as those of royal blood| 
on account of the nobility of their mother, and because tbej 
were not born till he was king. But then, what was stronger 
than all this, was the love that be bare to Mariamne, and 
which inflamed him every day to a great degree, and so far 
-conspired with the other motives, that he felt no other trou- 
bles on account of her he loved so entirely. But Mariamne^s 
hatred to him was not inferior to his love to her. She had 
indeed but too just a cause of indignation, from what he had 
donef while her boldness proceeded from his affection to her ; 
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«K> sb^ openly reproached him with what be had donfr to her 
graDdfatber Hjorcanus, and to her* brother ArLstobuIus : for 
be bad iK>t spared tbi& Aristobulua, though be were but a 
child ; for when be bad given him high-priesthood at the age 
cyf seveiiteen, he slew him quickly, after ne bad conferred that 
dignity upon him ; but when Ari9tobulu8 had put on th^ 
biSy vestmentSy and had a[^roacbed to the altar at a festival, 
the uultllude in great crowds fell into tears ; whereupon the 
child was sent by night to VlerichQ, and was there dipped 
by the Galls, at H^rod^s command, in a pool, tilt he was 
drowned. 

3. For these reasons Mariamne reproached Herod, and his 
sister and mother, after a most contumelious manner, while 
he was dumb on account of his affection for her ; yet had 
tbe women great indignadon at her, and raised a calumny 
against her, thait she was false to his bed ; which thing they 
thought most likely to move Herod to anger.. They also 
contrived to have many other circumstances believed, in order 
to make the thing more credible, and accused her of having 
sent her picture into Egypt to Antony, and that her lust was 
so extravagant as to have thus shown herself, though she was 
absent, to a man that ran mad after women, and to a man 
that had it i^ his power to use violence to her. This charge 
fell like a thunderbolt upon Herod, and put him into disor- 
der ; and that especially, because bis love to her occasioned , 
bim to be jealous, and because he considered with himself 
that Cleopatra was a shrewd woman, and that on her account 
Lysanias tbe king was taken off, as well as Malichus, the 
Arabian ; for his fear did not only extend to the dissolving of 
Vm marriage,^ but to tbe danger of his life. 
, 4.. When, therefore, be was about to take a journey abroad, 
be committed his wife to Joseph, his sister Salome^s husband, 
aa to one who would be faithful to him, and bare bim good* 
will on acoountof their kindred : he also gate bim a secret 
iq^ttnctaoD, that if Antony slew biro, he should slay her. But 
Joleph, without any ill aesign, and only in order to demon* 
•irate the kiag^s lovi9 to his wife, how he could not bear to 
tUnk of being separated from her even by death itself, he 
dUoervered this grand secret to her; upon which^ when He-» 
rod^ ^aa come rack, and as they talked together, confirmed 
his love to her, by many oaths, and assured ber that he bad 
never such an affection for any other woman as he bad for 
her. ^f Yes,^* says she, << thou didst, to be sure, demonstrate 
thy love to me, by the injunctions thou gaVest Joseph, when 
thou commaudest him to kill me l*"^ 

* Here is dther a cl^ecl, or a gr««t mistake, in Josephus's presept copies, 
or memory ; for Marisaiiis dlA .not bow reproach Herod wit]$ this his fiisl 
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5. When he heard that this grand secret was diBCOTered, 
he vfBi like a distracted man, and said, that Joseph would 
never have disclosed that injunction of his, unless he had de- 
bauched her. His passion also made him stark mad, and 
leaping out of his bed, he ran about the palace after a wild 
manner ; at which time his sister Salome took the opportu- 
nity also to blast her reputation, and confirmed his suspicion 
about Joseph : whereupon, out of his ungovernable ieaioiisT 
and rage, ne commanded both of them to be slain immedi- 
ately ; but as soon as ever his passion was over, he repented 
of what he bad done, and as soon as his aii^er was worn off, 
his affections were kindled again. And indeed the flamie of 
his desires for her was so ardent, that he could not think she 
was dead, but would appear under his disorders to speak to 
her as if she were still alive, till he were better instructed by 
time ; when his grief and trouble, now she was dead, ap- I 
pearieid as great as his affection had been for her while she | 
was living. j 



CHAP. XXIIL 



Calumnies against the sons of Mariamne. AnHpateir is ptt- 
ferred before them. They are accused before Casar, aiA 
Herod is reconciled to them, 

^ 1. Now Mariamne^s sons were heirs to that hatred whidi 
had been borne their mother, and when they considered the 
greatness of Herod's crime towards her, they were suspiexNii 
of him as of an enemy of theirs; and this first while they 
were educated at Rome, but still more when they i^ere're- 
turned to Judea. This temper of theirs increased upon 
them, as they grew up to be men ; and when they were eome 
to an age fit for marriage, the one of them married their 
aunt, Salome^s daughter, which Salome had been the acooier 
of their mother : the other married the daughter of ArdM^ 
laus, king of Cappadocia. And now they used boldness in 
speaJcing, as well as bore hatred in their minds. Now tbosd 
that calumniated them took a handle from such their boM^ 
ness, and certun ot* them spake now more plainly to the kiog^ 
that there were treacherous designs laid against him by both 
his sons, and he that was son-in-law to Archelaus^ relying 
upon his father-in-law, was preparing to fly away,* in order 
to accuse Herod before Ceesar ; and when Herod^s head hfKl 

injunction to Joseph to kill her, if he himself were slain by Antony, but that 
be had giyen the like command a second time to 8oeroui also, when he was 
«/hud of beiog ibin by Augottua. Autiq. B. zy. ch. iiL teet 5. 
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been long enough filled with these calamities, he brought 
Antipatei* whom he had by Doris, into favour again, as a 
defence to him against his other sons, and began all the ways 
be possibly could to prefer him before them. 

2- But these sons were not able to bear this change in 
their afiairs; but when they saw him that was born of a mo- 
ther of no family, the nobility of their birth made them unable 
to contain their indignation ; but whensoever they were un- 
easy, they showed the anger they had at it. And as these sons 
did day after day improve in that their anger, Antipater 
already exercised all his own abilities, which were very great, 
in flattering his father, and in contriving many sorts of calum-> 
nies against his brethren, while he told some stories of them 
fairaseif, and put it upon other proper persons to raise 
other stories against them, tiU at length he entirely cut his 
brethren off from all hopes of succeeding to the kingdom ; for 
be was already publicly put into liis father^s will as his sue* 
cessor. Accordingly he was sent with royal ornaments, and 
other marks of royalty, to Caesar, excepting the diadem; He 
was also able in time to introduce his mother again into Ma^ 
riamne^s bed- .The two sorts of weapons he made use of 
against his brethren were, flattery and calumny, whereby he 
brought matters privately to sucn a pass that th^i king b&d 
thoughts of putting his sons to death. 

3. So the father drew Alexander as far as Rome, and 
charged him with an attempt of poisoning him before Caesar. 
Alexander could hardly speak ibr lamentation; but having a 
judge that was more skilful than Antipater, and more wise 
than Herod, he modestly avoided laying any imputation upon 
his father^ but with great strength of reason confuted the 
calumnies laid against him : and when he had demonstrated 
the innocency of his brother, who was in the like danger with 
himself, he at last bewailed the craftiness of Antipater, and 
the disgrace they wer^ under. He was enabled also to justify 
himself, not only by a clear conscience which he carried 
within him, but by his eloquence ; for he was a shrewd man 
in making speeches. And upon his saying at last, that if 
his father objected this crime to them, it was in his power to 

ut them to death, — he made all the audience weep ; and he 
rought Caesar to that pass, as to reject the accusations, and 
to reconcile their father to them immediately. But the con- 
ditions of this reconciliation were these, that they should in 
ril things be obedient to their father, and that he should have 
power to leave the kingdom to which of them he pleased. 

4. After this, the king came back Q:om Rome, and seemed 
to have forgiven his sons upon these accusations; but still so, 
that he was not without his suspicions of them.' They were 

VOL. JIL Y 
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followed by Antipater, who was the fountun-head of thoie 
accusations ; yet did not he openly discover his hatred to 
them, as revering him that had reconciled them. But as 
Herc^ sailed by Cilicia^ he touched at Eleusa,* where An 
chelaus treated them in the most obliging manner, and gave 
him thanks for the deliverance of his son-inJaw, and was 
much pleased at their reconciliation ; and this the more^ be* 
cause ne had formerly written to his friends at Rome^ thai 
they should be assisting to Alexander at his trial. So he och^ 
ducted Herod as far as Zephyrium, and made him presents 
to the value of thirty talents. 

5. Now when Herod was come to Jerusaleni, he gathered 
the people together, and presented to them his three sons^ 
and gave them an apologetic account of his absence^ and 
<< thanked God greatly, and thanked Caesar greatly also, for 
settling his house when it was under disturbances, and had 
procured concord among his sons, which was of greater con- 
sequence than the kingdom itself, and which I will render 
sUIl more firm ; for Csesar hath put it into my power to dia* 
pose of the government, and to appoint my successor. Ac- 
cordingly, in way of requital for his kindness, and in order to 
provide for mine own advantage, I do declare that these three 
sons of mine shall be kings. And, in the first place, I pray 
for the approbation of God to what I am about ; and in tb 
next place, I desire your approbation also. The age of one 
of them, and the nobility of the other two, shall procure them 
the succession. Nay, indeed, my kingdom is so large that 
it may be sufficient for more kings. Now do you keep those 
in their places whom Csesar hath joined, and their father hath 
appointed ; and do not you pay undue or unequal respects la 
them, but to every one according to the prerogative of their 
births . for he that pays such respects unduly, will tberdby 
not make him that is honoured beyond what hb age requires, 
so joyful as he wilt make him that is dishonoured sorrowful 
As for the kindred and friends that are to converse vrith them, 
I will appoint them to each of them, and will so constitate 
them that they may be securities for their concord ; as well 
knowing that the ill tempers of those with whom they con- 
verse, will produce quarrels and contentions among them: 
but that, if^ these with whom they converse be of good tem- 
pers, they will preserve their natural affections for one ano- 
ther. But stilM desire, that not these only, but all the cap- 
tains of my army, have, for the present, their hopes placed on 

* That this island Eleoaa, afterwaxd called SehaOe^ near Cilida, had in lltbe 

royal palace of this Archdaus, king of Cappadocia, Strabo testito, B. xv. page 

071* Stephanus of Byzantiam also calls it, «' An island of Gflkia, whidi ia 

DOW Sebaste;** both whoM testimonies are perdnentlj dted hereby I>r Hudson. 

fiflff the MOiA history, Antlq. B. xiri. du x. asct. 7. 
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shave the hair off their head. Which thin^ Bernice' was 
now performing, and stood barefoot before Floriis^s tribu- 
nal, and besought him [to spare the Jews.] Yet could she 
neither have anj reverence paid to her, nor could she escape 
without some danger of being slain herself. 

8. This happened upon the sixteenth day of the month 
Artemissus [Jyar.] Now on the next day the multitude, 
who were in a great agony, ran together to the upper market- 
place, and made the loudest lamentations for those that had 
Enshed ; and the greatest part of the cries were such as re- 
Bted on Florus ; at which the men of power were affrighted, 
tiMrether with the high priests, and rent their garments, and 
fell down before each of them, and besought them to leave 
o(r, and not to provoke Florus to some incurable procedure, 
bmdes what they had already suffered. Accoraingly the 
multitude complied immediately, out of reverence to those 
that had desired it of them, and out of the hope they had 
that Florus would do them no more injuries. 

S. So Florus was troubled that the disturbances were over, 
and endeavoured to kindle that flame again, and sent for the 
bijeh priests, with the other eminent persons, and said, the 
DiHy demonstration that the people would not make any 
other innovations, should be this, that they must go out and 
meet the soldiers that were ascending from Caesarea, whence 
jtwo cohorts were coming ; and while these men were ex- 
horting the multitude so to do, he sent beforehtynd, and gave 
directions to the centurions of the cohorts, that they should 

!We notice to those that were under them, not to return the 
ews* salutations, and that if they made any reply to his dis- 
advantage, they should make use of their weapons. Now 
the h'iffh priests assembled the multitude in the temple, and 
desired them to go and meet the Romans, and to salute the 
eohorts very civilly, before their miserable case should be 
oome incurable. Now the seditious part would not comply 
with these persuasions ; but the consideration of those that 
hud been destroyed made them incline to those that were the 
boldest for action. 

4. At this time it was that every priest and every servant 
of God brought out the holy vessels, and the ornamental 
ffarments, wherein they used to minister about sacred things. 
The barpers ajso, and the singers of hymns, came out with 
their instruments of music, and fell down before the multi- 
tude, and begged of them that they would preserve those 
holy ornaments to them, and not provoke the Romans to 
carry off those sacred treasures. You might also see then 
the high priests tbemselv^, with diist sprinkled in, great 
plenty upon their heads, with bosoms deprived of any oover- 

Dd2 
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cions they had one of the other grew worse.' Alexander and 
Aristobulus were much grieved that the privilege of the first- 
born was confirmed to Antipater ; as was Antipater very an- 
gry at his brethren that they were to succeed him. But then 
this last being of a disposition that was mutable and pditu^ 
he knew how to hold his tongue, and used a great deal of 
cunning, and thereby concealed the hatred he bore to them : 
while the former, depending on the nobility of their births, 
had every thing upon their tongues which was in th&r minds 
Many also there were who provoked them farther, and many 
of their [seeming] friends insinuated themselves into their 
acquaintance, to spy out what they did. Now every thing 
that was said by Alexander was presently brought to Antipa- 
ter, and from Antipater it was brought to Herod with addi- 
tions. Nor could the young man say any thing, in the nm- 
plicity of his heart, without giving offence, but what be said fl 
was still turned to calumny against him. And if be had beea ''' 
at any time a little free in his conversation, great imputatkns 
were forged from the smallest occasions. Antipater also wts 
perpetually setting some to provoke him to speak, that the 
lies he raised of him might seem to have some foundation of ^ 
truth ; and if, among the many stories that were given out, 
but one of them could be proved true, that was supposed to '^ 
imply the rest to be true also. And as to Antipater'^s friends, !^ 
they were all either naturally so cautious in speaking, or bad " 
been too far bribed to conceal their thoughts, that nothing o( ^ 
these grand secrets got abroad by their means. Nor shoold 1' 
one be mistaken, if be called the life of Antipater a mystery 
of wickedness ; for he either corrupted Alexander's acqnaii^ 
tance with money, or ffot into their favour by flatteries ; by 
which two means he gamed all his designs, and brought them 
to betray their master, and to steal away and reveal what he 
either did or said. Thus did he act a part vei^ cunningly in 
all points, and wrought himself a passage by his calumnies 
with the greatest shrewdness ; while he put on a faioe as if he 
were a kind brother to Alexander and Aristobulos, but sub- 
orned other men to inform of what they did^ Herod. And 
when any thing was told against Alexander, he would come 
in, and pretend [to be of his side,] and would begin to con- 
tradict what was said ; but would afterward contrive matters 
so privately, that the king should have an indignation at him. 
His general aim was this, to lay a plot, arid to' make it be- 
lieved, that Alexander lay in wait to kill his father ; for no- 
thing afforded so great a confirmation to these calumnies as 
did Antipater's apologies for him. 

2. By these methods Herod was inflamed, and, as much 
as his natural affectioa to the ^owm^tatu did every day dimi* 
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aisfa, so much did it increase towards Aiitipater. The cour- 
tiers also inclined to the same conduct, some of their own 
aooord^ and others by the king^s injunction, as particularly 
did Ptolemy, the king'*8 dearest friend, as also the king^s bro* 
tbren, and all his children ; for Antipater was all in all : and 
what was the bitterest part of all to Alexander, Antipater's 
ttiother was also all in all ; she was one that gave counsel 
against them, and was more harsh than a stepmother, and 
one that hated the queen's sons more than is usual to hate 
aons-in-law. All men did therefore already pay their re- 
spects ^o Antipater in hopes of advantage ; and it was the 
kiDg^s command which alienated every body [from the bre- 
thren], he having given this charge to his most intimate 
fiiends, that they should not come near, nor pay any regard 
to Alexander, or to his friends. Herod was also become 
terrible, not only to his domestics about the court, but to his 
friends abroad ; for Caesar had given such a privilege to no 
other king, as he had given to him, which was this, that he 
might fetch back any one that fled from him, even out of a 
taty that was not under his own jurisdiction. Now the young 
men were not acquainted with the calumnies raised against 
Ibem; for which reason they could not guard themselves 
against them, but fell under them ; for their father did not 
make any public complaints against either of them ; though 
in a little time they perceived how things were by his cold- 
ness to them, and by the greater uneasiness he showed upon 
«ny thing that troubled him. Antipater had also made their 
uticle Pheroras to be their enemy, as well as their aunt Sa- 
lome, while he was always talking with her, as with a wife, 
and irritating her against them. Moreover, Alexander's wife, 
Glaphyra, augmented this hatred against them, by deriving 
her nobility and genealogy [from great persons], and pretend- 
ing that die was a lady superior to all others in that kingdom, 
as being derived by her father's side from Temenus, and by 
her mother's side from Darius, the son of Hystaspes. She 
also frequently reproached Herod's sister, and wives, with 
the ignobility of their descent ; and that they were every one 
chosen by him for their beauty, but not for their family; 
Now those wives of his were not a few ; it being of old per- 
mitted to the Jews to marry many wives i* and this king de- 

* That it was an immemorial custom among the Jews, and their fore- 
iitkers the patriarchs, to have sometimes more wires, or wives and coneu- 
bines, than one at the same time, and that this polygamy was not directlj. 
Jbrbidden in the law of Moses, is evident; but tfiat polygamy was ever pro- 
perly and distinctly permitted in that law of Moaes, in the places here dted 
if Dean Aldrich, Deut. xvii. 16, 17. or xxL 15. or indeed any where eljpe, 
docs not appear to me. And what oar Savionr lays about the common Jewish 
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lighting in many, all which hated Alexander, on account of 
Glaphyra^s boasting and reproaches. 

3. Nay, Aristobulas bad raised a quarrel between himsdf 
and Salome, who was his mother-in-law, besides the anger he 
bad conceived at Glapbyra^s reproaches; for be perpetoally 
upbraided his wife for we meanness of her family, and oooh 

Eiained, that he had . married a woman of a low family, so 
ad his brother Alexander married one of royal blood« At 
this Salome's daughter wept, and told it her, with this adc&i 
tion, that Alexander threatened the mothers of his other bre- 
thren, that when be should come to the crown, he would 
make them weave with their maidens, and would make those 
brothers of his country schoolmasters, and break this jest 
upon them, that they had been very carefully instructed to 
fit them for such an employment. Hereupon Salome could 
not contain her anger, but told all to Herod : nor could her 
testimony be suspected, since it was against her own soimii- 
law. There was also another calumny that ran abroad and 
inflamed the king's mind ; for he heard that these sons of Us 
were perpetually speaking of their mother, and, among their 
lamentations for her, did not abstain from cursing him ; and 
that when he made presents of any of Mariamne^s garmenH 
to his latter wives, these threatened, that in a little time^ in- 
stead of royal garments, they would clothe them in no better 
than hair-cloth. 

4. Now upon these accounts, though Herod was aomewliit 
afraid of the young men^s high qpirit, jret did he not despur 
of redudng them to a better mind ; but before he went to 
Rome, whither he was now going by sea, he called then to 
him, and partly threatened them a little, as a king; but,£9r 
the main, he admonished them as father, and exhorted them 
to love their brethren, and told them, that he would pnrdcm 
their former o£Pences, if they would amend for the tmie to 
come. But they refuted the calumnies that had been railed 
of them, and said they were false, and alleged, that their as* 
tions were su£Bicient Xox their vindication ; and said withal, 
that he himself ouaht to shot his ears against such tales^and 
not be too easy in oelieving them ; for that there would neva 
be wanting those that would tell Ues to their disadvantq|e, 
as long as any would ^veear to them. 

5. When they had thus soon pacified him, as being thor 
father, they got clear of the present fear they were in. Yet 
did they see occasion for sorrow, in some time afterward ; fof 

dmirces, whidi majky mudi greater claim to sudi a permurioii thioi jpa^fMy* 
teems to me tme in this case also ; that Moses, fbr the haidncas of thckhsartir 
snffered diem to have sereral wives at the same time, but tfaat>hwi Urn 1^^ 
M|f ir Mff Mol #0, Matt. niz. 8. Mark x. 5. 
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tbey knew that Salome, as well as their uncle Pheroras, were 
their enemies ; who were both of them heavy and severe per- 
sons, and especially Pheroras, who was a partner with Herod 
in all the affairs of the kingdom, excepting his diadem. He 
bad also a hundred talents of his own revenue, and enjoyed 
the advantage of all the land beyond Jordan, which he had 
received as a gift from his brother, who had asked of Cassar 
to make him a tetrarch, as he was made accordingly. Herod 
had also given him a wife out of the royal family, who was 
no other than his own wife^s sister, and after her death bad 
aoiemnly espoused to him his own eldest daughter, with a 
dowry of three hundred talents ; but Pheroras refused to con- 
summate this royal marriage, out of his affection to a maid- 
servant of his. Upon which account Herod was very angry, 
and gave that daughter in marriage to a brother^s son of his 
[Joseph,] who was slain afterward by the Parthians ; but in 
some time he laid aside his anger against Pheroras, and par- 
doned him, as one not able to overcome his foolish passion 
for the maid-servant. 

6. Nay, Pheroras had been accused long before, while the 
queen [Mariamne] was alive, as if he were in a plot to poison 
Herod ; and there came then so great a number of informers, 
that Herod himself^ though he was an exceeding lover of his 
brethren, was brought to believe what was said^ and to be 
afraid of it also ; and when he had brought many of those 
that were under suspicion, to the torture, he came at last to 
Pheroras^s own friends ; none of which did openly confess the 
crime, but they owned that he had made preparation to take 
her whom he loved, and run away to the Parthians. Costo- 
barus also, the husband of Salome^ to whom the king had 
given her in marriage, after her former husband had been 
put to death for adultery, was instrumental in bringing about 
this contrivance and flight of his. Nor did Salome escape 
all calumny upon hersdff ; for her brother Pheroras accused 
her, that sne had made an agreement to marry Silleus, the 
procurator of Obodas, king of Arabia, who was at bitter en* 
mity with Herod ; but when she was convicted of this, and 
of all that Pheroras had accused her, she obtained her par* 
dcm. The king also pardoned Pheroras himself the crimes 
he had been accused of. 

7. But the storm of the whole family was removed to Alex- 
ander, and all of it rested upon his head. There were three 
eunuchs, who were in the highest esteem with the king, as 
was plain by the offices they were in about him ; for one of 
them was appointed to be his butler, another of them sot his 
supper ready for him, and the third put him into bed, and 
lay down by him. Now Alexander had prevailed with these 
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men by large gifts to let him use them after an obscene man- 
ner : 4vbich when it was told to the king, they were tortured, 
and found guilty, and presently confessed the criminal conver- 
sation he had with them. They also discovered the promises 
by which they were induced so to do, and how they were de- 
luded by Alexander, who had told them, that ** they ought 
not to fix their hopes upon Herod, an old man, and one so 
shameless as to colour his hair, unless they thought that would 
make him young again ; but that they ought to fix tbeir atten- 
tion to him, who was to be his successor in the kingdom, 
whether he would or not ; and who in no long time would 
avenge himself on his enemies, and make his friends happy 
and blessed, and themselves in the first place : that the men 
of power did already pay respects to Alexander privately, 
and that the captains of the soldiery, and the officers, did 
secretly come to him." 

8. These confessions did so terrify Herod that he durst 
not immediately publish them ; but he sent spies abroad pri- 
vately by night and by day, who should make a close inquiry 
after all that was done and said ; and when any were but sus- 
pected of treason he put them to death, insomuch that the 
palace was full of horribly unjust proceedings; for every 
body forged calumnies as they were themselves in a state of 
enmity or hatred against others ; and many there were who 
abused the king's bloody passion to the disadvantage of those 
with whom they had quarrels, and lies were easily believed 
and punishments were inflicted sooner than the ciEdumnies 
were forged. He who had just then been accusing another, 
was accused himself, and was led away to execution together 
with him whom he had convicted ; for the danger the Ung 
was in of his life made examinations be very short He also 
proceeded to such a degree of bitterness that he could not 
look on any of those that were not accused, with a pleasant 
countenance, but was in the most barbarous disposition to- 
wards bis own friends. Accordingly he forbade a great many 
of them to come to court; and to those whom be had not 
power to punish actually, he spake harshly : but for Antipe- 
ter, he insulted Alexander, now he was under his misfortunes, 
and got a stout company of his kindred together, and raised 
all sorts of calumny agamst him : and for the king, he was 
brought to such a degree of terror, by those prodigious slan- 
ders and contrivances, that he fancied he saw Alexander 
coming to him with a drawn sword in his hand ; so he caused 
him to be seized upon immediately, and bound, and fell to 
examining bis friends by torture, many of whom died [under 
tjie torture,] but would discover nothing, nor say any thing 
gainst their consciepces ; but some of them, being forced to 
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^ak falsely by the pains they endured, said, that Alexander 
and his brother Aristobulus plotted against him, and waited 
for an opportunity to kill him as he was hunting, and then 
to fly away to Rome* These accusations, though they were 
of an incredible nature, and only framed upon the great dis- 
tress they were in, were readily believed by the king, who 
thought it some comfort to him, after he had bound his son, 
that it might appear he had not done it unjustly* 



CHAP. XXV. 

Jrdielaus procures a reconciliation between Alexander ^ Pheroras, 

and Herod, 

§ 1. Now as to Alexander, since he perceived it impossible 
to persuade his father that he was innocent, he resolved to 
meet his calamities, how severe soever they were ; so be com- 

Eosed four books against his enemies, and confessed that he 
ad been in a plot ; but declared withal, that the greatest 
part of the courtiers were in a plot with him, and chiefly 
Pheroras and Salome; nay, that Salome once came, and 
forced him to lie with her in the night time, whether he 
would or not. These books were put into Herod's hands, 
and made a great clamour against the men in power. And 
DOW it was that Arcbelaus came hastily into Judea, as being 
afirighted for his son-in-law, and his daughter ; and he came 
as a proper assistant, and in a very prudent manner, and by a 
fitratagem he obliged, the king not to execute what he had 
threatened ; for when he was come to him, he cried out, 
*< Where in the world is this wretched son-in-law of mine ? 
where shall I see that head of his which contrived to murder 
his father ? which I will tear to pieces with my own hands. 
I will do the same also to my daughter, who hath such a fine 
husband ; for although she be not a partner in the plot, yet, 
by being the wife of such a creature, she is polluted. And 
I cannot but admire at thy patience, against whom this plot 
is laid, if Alexander be still alive ; for as I came with what 
haste I could from Cappadocia, I expected to find him put 
to death for his crimes long ago ; but still in order to make 
an examination with thee about my daughter, whom, out of 
regard to thee and thy dignity, I had espoused to him in mar- 
riage ; but now we n^ust take counsel about them both ; and 
if thy paternal affection be so great that thou canst not 
punish thy son who hath plotted against thee, let us change 
our right hands, and let us succeed one to the other in ex- 
pressing our rage upon this occasion.^ 

2. Wlien be bad made this pompous declaration, he got 



330 THE JEWISH WAB. BOOK h 

Herod to remit of his anger, though he were in disorder, 
who thereupon gave him the books which Alexander had 
composed to be read by him, and as he came to erery hesd, 
he considered of it, together with Herod. So Archelras took 
hence the occasion for that stratagem which he made use of, 
and by degrees he laid the blame on those men whose names 
were in these books, and especially upon Pheroras ; and when 
he saw that the king believed him [to be in earnest,] he said, 
*^ We must consider whether the young man be not himself 
plotted against by such a number of wicked wretches, and 
not thou plotted against by the young man ; for I cannot see 
any occasion for his falling into so horrid a crime, since he 
enjoys the advantages of royalty already, and has the expec- 
tation of being one of thy successors ; I mean this, uDiess 
there were some persons that persuade him to it, and such 
persons as make an ill use of the facility they know there is to 
persuade young men ; for by such persons, not only young 
men are sometimes imposed upon, but old men also, and bj 
them sometimes are the most illustrious families and king- 
doms overturned.^ 

3. Herod assented to what he bad said, and, by degrees, 
abated of his anger against Alexander ; but was more angrj 
at Pheroras ; for the principal subject of the four books was 
Pheroras, who perceiving that the king^s inclinations changed 
on a sudden, and that Archelaus^s friendship could do everj 
thing with him, and that he had no honourable method of 
preserving himself, he procured his safety by his impudence. 
So he left Alexander, and had recourse to Archelaus, who 
told him, that *^ he did not see how he could get bim excused, 
now he was directly caught in so many crimes, whereby it 
was evidently demonstrated that he had plotted against the 
king, and had been the cause of those misfortunes which the 
young man was now under^ unless he would moreover leave 
off his cunning knavery, and his denials of what he was 
charged withal, and confess the charge, and implore pardon 
of his brother, who still had a kindness for him ; but that if 
he would do so, he would afford him all the assistance he 
was able.'^ 

4. With this advice Pheroras complied, and, putting him- 
self into such a habit as might most move compassion, be 
came with black cloth upon his body, and tears m his eyes, 
and threw himself down at Herod^s feet, and begged his 
pardon for what he had done, and confessed that he had acted 
very wickedly, and was guilty of every thing that he had been 
accused of, and lamented that disorder of his mind, and dis- 
traction, which his love to a woman, he said, had brought him 
to. So when Archelaus had brought Pheroras to accuse and 
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bear witness against himseU, he then made an excuse for him, 
and mitigated Herod's anger towards him, and this by using 
certmn domestical examples ; *^ For that when he had suffered 
much greater mischiefs from a brother of his own, he pre* 
ferred the obligations of nature before the passion of revenge ; 
because it is in kingdoms as it is in gross bodies, where some 
member or other is ever swelled by the body's weight, in 
which case it is not proper to cut off such member, but to 
heal it by a gentle method of cure.*^ 

5. Upon Archelaus's sayins this, and much more to the 
same purpose, Herod's displeasure against Pheroras was 
mollified ; yet did he persevere in his own indignation against 
Alexander, and said, he would have his daughter divorced, 
and taken away from him ; and this till he had brought Herod 
to that pass, that, contrary to his former behaviour to him, 
he petitioned Archelaus for the young man, and that he would 
let his daughter continue espoused to him : but Archelaus 
made him strongly believe that he would permit her to be 
married to any one else, but not to Alexander, because he 
looked upon it as a very valuable advantage, that the relatioa 
they had contracted by that affinity, and the privileges that 
went along with it, miffht be preserved. And when the king 
said that his son would take it for a great favour to him, if he 
would not dissolve that marriage, especially since they had 
already children between the young man and her, ancl since 
that wife of his was so well beloved by him, and that as, while 
she remains his wife, she would be a great preservative to 
him, and keep him from offending, as he had formerly done ; 
so if she should be once torn away from him, she would be 
the cause of his falling into despair; because such young men's 
attempts^are best mollified, when they are diverted from them 
by settling their affections at home. So Archelaus complied 
with what Herod desired, but not without difficulty, and was 
both himself reconciled to the young man, and reconciled 
his father to him also. However, he said he must by all 
means be sent to Rome to discourse with Caesar, because 
he had already written a full account to him of this whole 
matter. 

6. Thus a period was put to Archelaus^s stratagem, 
whereby he delivered bis son-in-law out of the dangers he 
was in : but when these reconciliations were over, they spent 
their time in feastings and agreeable entertainments. And 
when Archelaus was going away, Herod made him a present 
of seventy talents, with a golden throne set with precious 
stones, and some eunuchs, and a concubine, who was called 
Pannychis. He also paid due honours to every one of his 
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friends according to their dignity. In like manner did ail 
the king^s kindred^ by his command, make glorious presents 
to Archelaus ; and so he was conducted on his way by Herod 
and his nobility as far as Antioch. 



CHAP XXVI. 



How Eurjjcles* calumniated the sons of Martamne ; and how 
Euarattis of Cois apology for than had no effect, 

§ 1 . Now a little afterward there came into Judea a man 
that was much superior to Archelaus'*s stratagems, who did 
not only overturn that reconciliation that had beej^, so wisely 
made with Alexander, but proved the occasipn of his ruin. 
He was a Lacedaemonian, and his name was Eurvcles, He 
was so corrupt a man, that out of the desire of getting money, 
he chose to live under a king; for Greece could not suffice 
his luxury. He presented Herod with splendid gifts, as a 
bait which he laid in order to compass his ends, and quickly 
received them back again manifold ; yet did he esteem bare 
gifts as nothing, unless he embrued the kingdom in blood by 
his purchases. Accordingly he imposed upon the king by 
flattering him, and by talking subtilly to him, as also, by the 
lying encomiums which he made upon him ; for as be soon 
perceived Herod's blind side, so he said and did every thing 
that might please him, and thereby became one of his most 
intimate friends ; for both the king and all that were about 
him had a great regard for this Spartan, on account of bis 
country. 

2. Now as soon as this fellow perceived the rotten parts 
of the family, and what quarrels the brothers had one with 
another, and in what disposition the father was towards each 
of them, he chose to take his lodging at the first in the house 
of Antipater, but deluded Alexander with a pretence of 
friendship to him, and falsely claimed to be an old acquaint- 
ance of Archelaus; for which reason he was presently ad- 
mitted into Alexander'^s familiarity as a faithful friend. He 
also soon recommended himself to his brother Aristobulus. 

* This vile fellow, Eurycles the Lacedtemonian, seems to bate been the one 
who is mentioned by Plutarch, as 25 years before a companion to Mark An- 
tony, and as living with Herod ; whence he miffht easily insinuate himself into 
the acquaintance of Herod*s sons, Antipater and Alexander, as Usher, Hudson 
and Spanbeim justly suppose. The reason why his being a Spartan rendered 
him acceptable to the Jews, as we here see be was, is visible from the poblie 
records of the Jews and Spartans, owning those Spartans \p be of kin to tbe 
Jews, and derived from their con)mon ancestor Abraham, the first patriaich of 
the Jewish nation. Antiq. B. xii. chap. iv. sect. 10. B. ziii. chap. ▼•sect. 8. 
and I Mace B. xiL chap. vii. 
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And when he had thus made trial of these several, persons, 
he imposed upon one of them by one method, and upon 
another by another. But he was principally hired by Anti-* 
pater, and so betrayed Alo^cander ; and this by reproaching 
Antipater, because while he was the eldest son, he overlooked 
the intrigues of those who stood in the way of bis expecta- 
tions ; and by reproaching Alexander, because he who was 
born of a queen, and was married to a king^s daughter, per« 
niitted one that was born of a mean woman to lay claim to 
the succession, and this when he had Archelaus to support 
him in the most complete manner. Nor was his advice 
thought to be other than faithful by the young man, because 
of his pretended friendship with Archelaus; on which account 
it was that Alexander lamented to him Antipater^s behaviour 
with regard to himself, and this without concealing any thing 
from him ; and how it was no wonder if Herod, after he had 
killed their mother, should deprive them of her kingdom. 
Upon this Eurycles pretended to commiserate his condition, 
and to grieve with him. He also, by a bait that he laid for 
him, procured Aristobulus to say the same things. Thus did 
he inveigle both the brothers to make complaints of their- 
father, and then went to Antipater, and carried these grand 
secrets to him. He also added a fiction of his own, as if his 
brothers had laid a plot against him^ and were almost ready 
to come upon him with their drawn swords. For this intelli* 
gence, he received a great sum of money, and on that account 
tie commended Antipater beibre his father, and at length 
undertook the work of bringing Alexander and Aristobulus 
to their graves, and accused them before their father. So he 
came to Herod and told him, that " he would save his life, 
as a requital for the favours he had received from him, and 
would preserve his light [of life] by way of retribution for 
his kind entertainment: for that a sword had been long 
whetted, and Alexander's right hand hath been long stretched 
out against him ; but that he had laid impediments in his way, 
which prevented his speed, and that by pretending to assist 
bim in his design : how Alexander said, that Herod was not 
contented to reign in a kingdom that belonged to others, and 
to make dilapidations in their mother's government, after he 
had killed her; but besides all this, that he introduced a spu- 
rious successor, and proposed to give the kingdom of their 
ancestors to that pestilent fellow Antipater : that he would 
now appease the ghosts of Hyrcanus and Mariamue, by 
taking vengeance on him ; for that, it was not fit for him to 
take the succession to the government from such a father 
without bloodshed : that many things happen every day, to 
provoke bim so to do^ insomuch that he can say nothing at 
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all, bat it afibrds oocasion fQr calumny against him : for thiC 
if any mention be made of nobility of birth, even in other 
cases, he b abused unjustly, while his father would say, that 
nobody, to be sure, is of noble birth, but Alexander, and that 
his father was inglorious for want of such nobility. If thejr 
be at any time hunting, and he says nothing, be gives offence; 
and if he commends an]r body, they take it in way of jest; 
that they always find their father unmercifully severe, and to 
have no natural affection for any of them but for Antipater ; 
on which accounts, if his plot does not take, he is very willing 
to die ; but that in case he kills his father, he hath suffident 
opportunities for saving himself. In the first place, he hath 
Archdaus, his father-in-law, to whom he can easily fly ; and 
in the next place, he hath Caesar, who hath never known 
Herod^s character to this day ; for that he shall not appear 
then before him with that dread he used to do, when his 
father was there to terrify him ; and that he will not then pro- 
duce the accusations that concerned himself alone, but would, 
in the first place, openly insist on the calamities of their na- 
tion, and how tber are taxed to death, and in what ways of 
luxury and wicked practices that wealth is spent, which was 
gotten by bloodshed ; what sort of persons they are that gel 
our riches ; and to whom those cities belong upon whom ne 
bestows his favours : that he would have inquiry made what 
became of his grandfather [Hyrcanus] and his mother [Ma- 
riamne ;] and would openly proclaim the gross wickedness 
that was in the kin^om ; on which accounts he should not 
be deemed a parricide.^ 

3. When Eurycles had made this portentous speech, be 
greatly commended Antipater, as the only child that had an 
affection for his father, and on that account was an impedi- 
ment to the other^s plot against him. Hereupon the kinj^ 
who had hardly repressed his anger upon the former accuia* 
tions, was exasperated to an incurable degree. At which time 
Antipater took another occasbn to send in other persons to 
his fatlier to accuse his brethren, and to tell him, that they 
had privately discoursed with Jucundus and Tyrannus, who 
had once been masters of the horse to the king, biit for some 
offences had been put out of that honourable employment 
Herod was in a very great rage at these informations, and 
presently ordered those men to be tortured : yet did not they 
confess any thing of what the king had been informed : but a 
certain letter was produced, as written by Alexander to the 
ffovemor of a castle, to desire him to receive him and Aristo- 
bulus into the castle when he had killed his father, and to 
give them weapons, and what other assistance he could, upon 
'that occasion. Alexander said, that this letter was a foigery 
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of Diophantus^s. This Diophantus was the king^s 8ecretanr» 
a bold man, and cunning in counterfeiting any one^s hand ; 
and after he had counterfeited a great number, he was at last 
put to death for it. Herod did also order the governor of the 
castle to be tortured, but got nothing out of him of what the 
accusation suggested. 

4. However, although Herod found the proofs too weak, 
be gave order to have his sons kept in custody ; for till now 
they bad been at liberty. He also called that pest of his 
family, and forger of all this vile accusation, Eurycles, his 
saviour, and his benefactor, and gave him a reward of fifty 
talents. Upon which he prevented any accurate accounts 
that could come of what he had done, by going immediately 
into Cappadocia : and there he got money of Archelaus, 
having the impudence to pretend, that he had reconciled 
Herod to Alexander. He thence passed over into Greece, 
and used what he had thus wickedly gotten, to the like wicked 
purposes. Accordingly he wks twice accused before Caesar, 
that he had filled Achaiawith sedition, and had plundered its 
cities ; and so he was seht into banishment. And thus was he 
punished for what wicked actions he had been guilty of about 
Aristobulus and Alexander. 

5. But it will now be worth while to put Euaratus of Cos 
in opposition to this Spartan ; for as he was one of Alexan- 
der's most intimate friends, and came to him in his travels at 
the same time that Eurycles came, so the king put the ques- 
tion to him, whether those things of which Alexander was 
accused were true? He assured him upon oath, that he had 
never heard any such things from the young men : yet did 
this testimony avail nothing for the clearing those miserable 
creatures ; for Herod was only disposed and most ready to 
hearken to what made against them ; and every one was most 
agreeable to him, that would believe they were guilty, and 
fihowed their indignation at them. 



CHAP. XXVII. 



JSerodf hy Casar*$ direction, accused his sons at Berytus, They 
are not produced before the court, but yet are condemned : 
and in a little time they are sent to Sebdste, and strangled 
there, 

§ 1. MoAEOvBR Salome exasperated Herod^s cruelty 
against his sons ; for Aristobulus was desirous to bring her^ 
who was his mother-in-law and his aunt, into the like dan- 
gers with themselves ; so he sent to her to take care of her 
own safety, and told her, that the king was preparing to put 
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her to deaths on account of the accusation that was k!d 
against her, as if, when she formerly endeavoured to marr? 
herself to Sylleus the Arabian^ she had discovered the kings 
grand secrets to hiro, who was the king^s enemy : and this it 
was that came as the last storm, and entirely sunk the young 
men, when they were in great danger before. For Sakiine 
came running to the king, and informed him of what admo- 
nition had been given her ; whereupon he could bear no 
longer, but commanded both the young men to be bound, 
and kept the one asunder from the other. He also sent Vo- 
lumnius, the general of his army, to Caesar immediately, as 
also his friend Olympus with him, who carried the informa* 
lions in writing along with them. Now as soon as these bad 
^led to Rome, and delivered the king\s letters to Cssar, 
Ceesar was mightily troubled at the case of the young men; 
yet did not he think he ought to take the power from the 
father of condemning his sons : so he wrote back to him, and 
•appointed him to have the power over his sons : but said 
withal, that ^< he would do well to make an examination into 
this matter of the plot laid against him, in a public court; 
and to take for his assessors his own kindred^ and the go- 
vernors of the province : and if those sons be found guilty, 
to put them to death; but if they appear to have thought of 
no more than flying away from him, that he should moderate 
their punishment.'*' 

2. With these directions Herod complied, 'and came to 
Berytus, where Cassar had ordered the court to be assembled, 
and got the judicature together. The presidents sat first, as 
Caesar's letters had appointed, who were Saturninus and 
Pedanius, and their lieutenants that were with them, with 
whom was the procurator Volumnius also ; next to them sat 
the king's kinsmen and friends, with Salome also, and Pbe^ 
roras ; after whom sat the principal men of all Syria, except- 
ing Archelaus ; for Herod had a suspicion of him, because he 
was Alexander's father-in-law. Yet did not he produce his 
sons in open court ; and this was done very cunningly ; for he 
knew well enough, that had they but appeared only, they 
would certainly have been pitied ; and if withal they had been 
suffered to speak, Alexanider would easily have answered 
what they were accused of; but they were in custody at 
Flatane, a village of the Sidonians. 

3. So the king got up and inveighed against his sons, as if 
they were present ; and as for that part of the accusation that 
they had plotted against him, he urged itbutfaintly, because 
he was destitute of proofs ; but he insisted before the assessors 
on the reproaches, and jests, and injurious carriage, and ten 
thousand the like offences against him, which were heavier 
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than death itself: nnJ when nobody contraJicted Ijiin, lig 
iDov€»d them to pity his case, as though he had been con- 
demned himself, now he had gained a bitter victory against 
his sons. So he asked every one^s sentence, which sentence 
was first of all given by Saturninus, and was this, that be 
condemned the young men, but not to death ; for that it was 
not fit for him, who had three sons of his own now present, 
to give his vote for the destruction of the sons of another. 
'The two lieutenants also gave the like vote; some others 
there were also who followed their example ; but Volumnius 
began to vote on the more melancholy side, and all those that 
came after him condemned the young men to die, some out 
of flattery, and some but of hatred to Herod ; but none out. 
of indignation at their crimes. And now all Syria and Judea 
ivas in great expectation, and waited for the last act of this 
tragedy ; yet did nobody suppose that Herod would be so 
"barbarous as to murder his children : however, he carried 
tbem away to Tyre, and thence sailed to Cassarea, and deli.- 
berated with himself what sort of death the young men 
should suffer. 

4. Now there was a certain old soldier of theking'^s, whose 
name was Tero, who had a son that was very familiar with, 
and a friend to Alexander, and who himself particularly 
loved the young men. This soldier was in a manner dis- 
tracted out of the excess of the indignation he had at what 
Was doing ; and at first he cried out aloud^ as he went about, 
'^ That justice was trampled under foot; that truth was pe- 
rished, and nature confounded ; and that the Hfe of man was 
full of iniquity,'' and every tiling else that passion could sug- 
gest to a man who spared not his own life ; and at last he 
Ventured to go to the king, and said, ^< Truly, I think thou 
^rt a most miserable man, when thou hearkenest to most 
Vicked wretches, against those that ought to be dearest to 
thee ; since thou hast frequently resolved that Pheroras and 
Salome should be put to death, and yet believest them 
against thy sons : while these, by cutting off tlie succession 
iof thine own sons, leave all wholly to Antipater, and thereby 
choose to have thee such a king as may be thoroughly in 
their own power. However, consider whether this death of 
Antipater's brethren will not make him hated by the soldiers.';. 
for there is nobody but commiserates the young men, and 
of the captains a great many show their indignation at it 
openly.'' Upon his saying this, he named those that had 
such indignation ; but the king ordered those men, with Tero 
himself, and his son, to be seized upon immediately. 

6. At which time there was a certain barber, whose name 
was Trypho. This man leaped out from among the people,^ 
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in^a kind of madness, and accused himself, and said, *' This 
Tero endeavoured to persuade me also to cut thy throat with 
my razor, when I trimmed thee, and promised that Alexander 
should give me large presents for so doing.^^ When Herod 
heard this, he examined Tero, with his son and the barber, 
by the torture ; but as the others denied the accusations, and 
he][said nothing farther, Herod gave order that Tero should 
be racked more severely; but his son, out of pity to his (atber, 
promised to discover tne whole to the king, if he would grant 
[that his futher should be no longer tortured ;] when he had 
agreed to this, he said, that *^ his father, at the persuasioD of £ 
Alexander, had an intention to kill him.^ Now some said 
this was forged, in order to free his father from his tormeflti, 
and some said it was true. 

6. And now Herod accused the captains, and Tero, in an 
assembly of the people, and brought the people together in 
a body against them; and accordingly there were they put to 
death, together with [Trypho] the barber; they were killed 
by the pieces of wood and the stones that were thrown at 
them. He also sent his sons to Sebaste, a city not far firom 
Caesarea, and ordered them to be there strangled ; and as 
what he had ordered was executed immediately, so he con- 
manded that their dead bodies should be brought to the 
fortress Alexandrium, to be buried with Alexander, tbflnr 
grandfather by the mother^s side. And this was the end of 
Alexander and Aristobulus. 



CHAP. XXVIII. 



How Antipater is hated of all men ; and how the king etpomei 
the sons of those that had been slain^ to his kindred: htt that 
Antipater made him change them for other women. Of Ee- 
rod!s marriages^ and children. 

§ 1. But an intolerable hatred fell upon Antipater from the 
nation, though he had now an indisputable title to the suc- 
cession ; because they all knew that he was the person who 
contrived all the calumnies against his brethren. However, 
he began to be in a terrible fear, as he saw the posterity df 
those that had been slain growing up ; for Alexander had 
two sons by Glaphyra, Tigranes and Alexander; and Aristo- 
bulus had Herod, and Agrippa, and Aristobulus, his sons; 
with Herodias and M ariamne, his daughters : and all b^ 
Bernice, Salome^s daughter: as for Glaphyra, Herod, ai 
soon as he had killed Alexander, sent her back, together 
with her portion, to Cappadocia. He married Bernice, 
Aristobulus's daughter, to Antipater's unde by hia mother, 
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and it was Antipater, who, in order to reconcile her to him, 
when she had been at variance with him, contrived this match; 
be also got into Pberoras^s favour, and into the favour of 
Caesar's friends, by presents, and other ways of obsequious- 
ness, and sent no small sums of money to Rome : Satumi- 
nua also, and his friends in Syria, were all well replenished 
with the presents he made them ; yet the more he gave the 
more he was hated, as not making these presents out of gene- 
rositys but spending his money out of fear. Accordingly it 
. wo fell out, that the receivers bore him no more good-will 
than before, but that those to whom he gave nothing were 
Jiis more bitter enemies. However, he bestowed his money 
every day more and more profusely, on observing that, con- 
trary to his expectations, the king was taking care about the 
orphans, and aiscovering at the same time his repentance for 
jpuing their fathers, by his commiseration of those that sprang 
from them. 

2- Accordingly Herod got together his kindred and friends, 
jmd set before them the children, and with his eyes full of 
l^ears, said thus to them : ** It was an unlucky fate that took 
l^fray from me ^hese children's fathers, which children are re- 
^mmended to me by that natural commiseration which their 

Jrphan condition requires ; however, I will endeavour, though 
have been a most unfortunate father, to appear a better 
grandfather, and to leave these children such curators after 
Iqyself as are dearest to me. I therefore betroth thy daugh- 
ter Pheroras, to the elder of these brethren, the children of 
.^exander, that thou mayest be obliged to take care of them. 
I also betroth to thy son Antipater, the daughter of Aristo- 
Jbulus ; be thou therefore a father to that orphan, and my son 
$[eiod [Philip] shall have her sister, whose grandfather, by 
the mother's side, was high priest. And let every one that 
loves me be of my sentiments in these dispositions, which 
none that had an a£Pection for me will fibrogate. And I 
pray God that he will join these children together in mar- 
riage, to tlie advantage of my kingdom and ot my posterity, 
and may he look down with eyes more serene upon them 
than he looked upon their fathers.'' 

S. While he spake these words, he wept, and joined the 
diildren's right hands together ; after which he embraced 
them every one after an affectionate manner, and dismissed 
the assembly. Upon this Antipater was in great disorder 
immediately, and lamented publicly at what was done ; for 
he supposed, that this dignity whidi was conferred on these 
orphans, was for his own destrucUon, even in his father's 
lifetime ; and that he should run another risk of losing the 
government, if Alexander's sons should have both Archelaus 
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[a king] and Pheroras, a tetrarcb, to support them. He also >ie 
considered how he was himself hated by the nation, and how jti 
they pitied these orphans ; liow great affection the Jew» iii 
bare to those brethren of his when they were ative, and bow 
gladly they remembered them now they had perished by bb 
means. So he resolved by all the ways possible to get these 
espousals dissolved. 

4. Now he was afraid of going subtilly about this matter 
with his father, who was hard to be pleased, and was pre- 
sently moved upon the least suspicion ; so he ventured to go 
to him directly, and to beg of him before his face, not to L 
deprive him of that dignity which he had been pleased to 
bestow upon him, and that he might not have the bare name 
of a king, while the power was in other persons : for that he 
should never be able to keep the government, if Alexander's 
son was to have both his grandfather Archelaus and Phero- 
ras for his curators ; and he besought him earnestly, since 
there were so many of the royal family alive, that he would 
change those [intended] marriages. Now the king had nine 
wives,* and children by seven of them ; Antipater was him- 
self born of Doris, and [Herod] Philip of Mariamne, the 
high-priests daughter ; Antipas also, and Archelaus, were 
by Malthace, the Samaritan ; as was his daughter Olympias, 1 
which his brother Joseph's-f- son had married ; by Cieopatrt j 
of Jerusalem he had Herod and Philip ; and by Pallas, Pha- 
saelus : he had also two daughters, Roxane and Salome, the ''^ 
one by Fhedra, and the other by Elpis ; he had also two 
wives that bad no children, the one his first cousin, and the 
other his niece ; and besides these, he had two daughtars, 
the sisters of Alexander and Aristobulus, by Mariamn& 
Since, therefore, the royal family was so numerous, Antipaf 
ter prayed him to change these [intended] marriages. 

5. When the king perceived what disposition be was ia 
towards these orphans, he was angry at it, and a suspidon 
came into his mind, as to those sons whom he had put to 
death, whether that had not been brought about by the false 
tales of Antipater; so at that time he made Antipater a long 
and a peevish answer, and bid him be gone. Yet was he afta- 

* Dean Aldrich takes notice here, that these nine wives of Herod were alive 
at the same time, and that if the celebrated Mariamne, who ivas now dead, be 
jnec^ned, those wives were in all ten. [Yet it is remarkable that he had no 
mote than fifteen children by them, all]. 

•f- To prevent confusion, it may not be amiss, with Dean Aldrich, to dii- 
tiaguish between four Josephs in the history of Herod. 1, Joseph, Hetod'k 
uncle, and the {second] husband of his sister Salome, slain by Herod en ac- 
count of Mariamne. 2. Joseph, Herod's quaestor or treasurer, slain on the 
same account. 3, Joseph, Herod*s brother, slain in battle against Antigo* 
nus. 4. Joseph, Herod's nephew, the husband of Olympias mentioned ia 
ihii nlaca. 
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wards prevailed upon cunningly by his flatteries^ and changed 
the marriages ; he married Aristobulus's daughter to him, and 
his son to Fheroras^s daughter. 

6. Now one may learn in this instance how very much 
this flattering Antipater could do, even what Salome in the 
like circumstances could not do ; for when she who was his 
•ister, and who, by the means of Julia, Caesar^s wife, earnestly 
desired leave to be married to Sy Ileus the Arabian, Herod 
BWore he would esteem her his bitter enemy, unless she would 
leave ofi^ that project : he also caused her, against her own 
eonsent, to be married to Alexas, a friend of his, and that 
one of her daughters should be married to Alexas's son, and 
the other to Antipater'^s uncle by the mother's side. And for 
the daughters the king had by Mariamne, the one was mar- 
ried to Antipater, his sbter^s son, and the other to bis bro- 
tber'^s son, Fhasaelus. 



CHAP. XXIX. 



Antipater becomes intolerable. He is sent to SomCf and carries 
• Herod's testament with him. Pheroras leaves his brother^ 
I* that he may keep his wife. He dies at Rome, 

§ 1. Now when Antipater had cut ofl* the hopes of the 
orphans, and had contracted such affinities as would be most 
For his own advantage, he proceeded briskly, as having a 
Certain expectation of the kingdom, and as he had now assur- 
BDce added to his wickedness, he became intolerable ; for not 
being able to avoid the hatred of all people, he built his secu- 
rity upon the terror he struck into them. Pheroras also as- 
sisted him in his designs, looking upon him as already fixed 
in the kingdom. There was also a company of women in 
the court, which excited new disturbances ; for Pheroras's 
wife, together with her mother and sister, as also Antipater^s 
mother, grew very impudent in the palace. She also was so 
insolent as to affront the king^s two daughters,* on which 
account the king hated her to a great degree ; yet although 
these women were hated by him, they domineered over 
others ; there was only Salome who oppbsed their good 
agreement, and informed the king of their meetings, as not 
being for the advantage of his affairs. And when those wo- 
men knew what calamities she had raised against them, and 
how much Herod was displeased, they left off their public 
meetings, and friendly entertainments of one another; nay, 

* These daughters of HerocI, whom Fherorat's wife afiVonted, were Salome 
■nd Rozane, two Tirgins, who were bom to him of his two wives, Elpide and 
Phedia. See Herod^ genealogy, Antiq. B. zviL ch. i. aeet. 3. 
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on the contrary, they pretended to quarrel one with another 
when the king was within hearing. The like dissimulation 
did Antipater make use of; and when matters were puUie, 
he opposed Pheroras ; but still they had private cabals^ aod 
merry meetings in the night-time ; nor did the observation of 
others do any more than confirm their mutual agreeneDt. 
However, Salome knew every thing they did^ and told every 
thing to Herod. 

2. But he was inflamed with anger at them, and chiefly at 
Pheroras^s wife; for Salome had principally accused ber. 
So he got an assembly of his friends and kindred together, 
and there accused this woman of many things^ and particu* 
larly of the afironts she had ofiered his daughters : and that 
she had supplied the Pharisees with money, by way of re- 
wards for what they had done against him, and had procured 
his brother to become his enemy, by giving him love potionsL 
At length he turned his speech to Pheroras, and told him, 
that ^^ he would give him his choice of these two things, 
whether he would keep in with his brother, or with his wife." * 
And when Pheroras said, that he would die rather than for- 
sake his wife,* Herod, not knowing what to do farther in that 
matter, turned his speech to Antipater, and charged him to / 
have no intercourse either with Pheroras's wife or with Phe- I 
roras himself, or with any one belonging to her. Now though 
Antipater did not transgress that his injunction publicly, yet 
did he in secret come to their night meetings ; and because he 
was afraid that Salome observed what he did, he procured, 
by means of his Italian friends, that he might go and live 
at Rome ; for when they wrote that it was proper for Anti- 

f>ater to be sent to Caesar for some time, Herod made node- 
ay, but sent him, and that with a splendid attendance, and a 
great deal of money, and gave him his testament to carry 
with him, wherein Antipater had the kingdom bequeathed to 
him, and wherein Herod was named for Antipater^s sucoes- : 
sor ; that Herod, I mean, who was the son of Mariamnei the 
bigh-priest^s daughter. 

3. Sylleus also, the Arabian, sailed to Rome, without any 
regard to Csesar^s injunctions, and this in order to oppose 

* This Btrange obetinaey of Pheroras, in letainiog his wifle, who wm «ae of a 
low family, and refusing to marry one nearly related tp Heiod, though he M 
earnestly desired it, as also that wife*s admission to the counKk of the other 
great court ladies, together with Herod^s own importunity/ as to Pheroras^s di* 
Torce and other marriage, all so remarkable here, or in the Antiq. B. xm di. & 
sect 4. and ch. iii. sect 3. cannot be well aeeonnted for, bat en- tlie mpfool 
that Pheroras believed, and Herod suspected, that the Pharisee's prediction, ss 
if the crown of Judea should be translated from Herod to PbcSrorM* poitaity ; 
ind that most probably to Pheroraa*s posterity by this his wife, alto would pfore 
' See Antiq. B. vnL ch. iL sect* 4. and .ch* iii* aeet. 1* 
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' Antipater with all his might, as to that lawsuit which Nico- 
laus had with him before. This Sjlleus had also a great con- 
test with Aretas, his own king ; for he had slain many others 
fyf Aretas^s friends, and particularly Sohemus, the most potent 
man in the city Fetra. Moreover, he had prevailed with 
Phabatus, who was Herod^s steward, by giving him a great 
8um of money, to assist him against Herod ; but when Herod 
gave him more^ he induced him to leave Sylleus, and by his 
means he demanded of him all that Caesar had required of 
bim to pay. But when Sylleuspaid nothing of what he was 
to pay, and did also accuse Phabatus to Caesar, and said, that 
Phabatus was angry at him on that account, but was still in 
very great esteem with Herod, and discovered. Sylleus'^s grand 
secrets^ and told the king that Sylleus had corrupted Corin- 
thus, one of the guards of his body, by bribing him, and of 
whom he must therefore have a care. Accordingly the king 
complied ; for this Corinthus, though he were brought up in 
Herod's kingdom, yet was he by birth an Arabian : so the 
king orderea him to be taken up immediately ; and not only 
him^ but two other Arabians who were caught with him ; 

, the one of them was Sylleus^s friend, the other the head of 
a tribe. These last being put to the torture, confessed that 
they had prevailed with Corinthus, for a lar^e sum of money, 
to kill Herod; and when they had been further examined 
before Saturninus^ the president of Syria^ they were sent to 
Rome. 

4. However, Herod did not leave off importuning Phe- 
roras, but proceeded to force him to put away his wife ; yet 
could be not devise any way by which he could bring the 
^oman herself to punishment, although he had many causes 
of hatred to her : till at length he was in such great uneasi- 
ness at her, that he cast both her and his brother out of his 
kingdom. Fheroras took this injury very patiently, and went 
away into his own tetrarchy [Perea beyond Jordan,! and 
sware that there should be out one ena put to his night, 
and that should be Herod^s death ; and that he would never 
return while he was alive. Nor indeed would he return 
when his brother was sick, although he earnestly sent for 
him to come to him, because he haa a mind to leave some in- 
junctions with him before he died; but Herod unexpectedly 
recovered. A little afterwards Pheroras himself f^U sick, 
when Herod showed great moderation ; for he came to him, 
and pitied his case, and took care of him ; but his affection 
for him did him no good, for Pheroras died a little afterward. 
Now though Herod had so great ah affection for him to the 
last day of his life, yet was a report spread abroad that he 
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had killed him bj poison. However, he took care to have 
his dead body carried to Jerusalem, and appointed a very 
great mourning to the whole nation for hira;,fand bestowed a 
most pompous funeral upon him. And this was the end that 
one of Alexander's and Aristobulus's murderers came to. 



CHAP. XXX. 



When Herod made inquiry about Pheroras*8 deaths a discovery 

was made that Antipater had prepared a poisonous draugk 

for him, Herod casts Doris and her accomplices^ as also 

Mariamne, out of the palace, and blots her son Herod out of 

his testament, 

§ 1. But now the punishment was transferred unto the origi- 
nal author Antipater, and took its rise from the death of Fhe- 
roras : for certain of his freedmcn came with a sad counte- 
nance to the king, and told him, that << his brother had been 
destroyed by poison, and that his wife had brought him some- 
what that was prepared after an unusual manner, and that, 
upon his eating it, he presently fell into his distemper: that 
Antipater's mother and sister, two days before, brought a 
woman out of Arabia that was skilful in mixing such drugs, 
that she might prepare a love-potion for Pheroras ; and that, 
instead of a love-potion, she had given him deadly poison; 
and that this was done by the management of Sylleus, who 
was acquainted with that woman.'' 

2. The king was deeply affected with so many suspicions, 
and had the maid-servants, and some of the free-women also, 
tortured ; one of which cried out in her agonies, '^ May that 
God that governs the earth and the heaven, punish this au- 
thor of all these our miseries, Antipater's mother." The king 
took a handle from this confession, and proceeded to enquire 
: farther into the truth of the matter. So this woman dis. 
covered the friendship of Antipater^s mother to Pheroras and 
Antipater's women, as also their secret jneetings, and that 
Pheroras and Antipater had drunk with them for a whole 
night together as they returned from the king, and would not 
suffer any body, either man-servant or maid-servant, to be 
there ; while one of the free-women discovered the matter. 

3' Upon this Herod tortured the maid-servants, every one 

by themselves separately, who all unanimously agreed in the 

foregoing discoveries, and that accordingly by agreement they 

„.^ went away, Antipater to Rome, and Pheroras to Perea ; for 

^••lfc|a^at they oftentimes talked to one another thus, ** That after 

^USerod had slain Alexander and Aristobulus, he would fall 
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upon them and upon their wives, because^ after he had not 
spared Mariamne and her children^ he would spare nobody ; 
and that for this reason it was best to get as far off the wild 
beast as they were abie."^ And that Antipater oftentimes 
lamented his own case before his mother^ and said to her, 
that '^ he had already grey hairs upon his head, and that his 
father grew younger again every day, and that perhaps death 
would overtake him before he should begin to be a king in 
earnest; and that, in case Herod should die, whicli yet no- 
body knew when it would be, the enjoyment of the succes- 

■ sion could certainly be but for a little time : for that these 
heads of Hydra, the sons of Alexander and Aristobulus, were 
growing up : that he was deprived by his father of the hopes 
of being succeeded by his children : for that his successor 
after his death was not to be any one of his own sons, but 
Herod tlie son of Mariamne : that in this point Herod was 
plainly distracted, to think that his testament should therein 
take place ; for he would take care that not one of his poste- 
rity should remain, because he was of all fathers the greatest 
hater of his children. Yet does h^ hate his brother still 
worse : whence it was that he a while ago gave himself a 
hundred talents^ that he should not have any intercourse with 
Pheroras. And when Fheroras said, wherein have we done 
him any harm ? Antipater replied, I wish he would but de- 
prive us of all we have, and leave us naked and alive only ; 

. but it is indeed impossible to escape this wild beast, who is 

. thus given to murder, who will not permit us to love any per- 
son openly, although we be together privately ; yet may we 
be so openly too, if we have but the courage and the hands 

of men.'^ 

4. These things were said by the women upon the torture ; 
as also that Fheroras resolved to fly with them to Perea. 
Now Herod gave credit to all they said on account of the 
affair of the hundred talents; for he had had no discourse 
vf'iih any body about them, but only with Antipater. So he 
vented his anger first of all against Antipater^s mother, and 
took away from her all the ornaments which he had given 
her, which cost a great many talents, and cast her out of the 
palace a second time. He also took care of Pheroras^ wo- 
men after their tortures, as being now reconciled to them: 
but he was in great consternation himself, and inflamed upon 
every suspicion, and had many innocent persons led to the 
torture out of his fear, lest he should leave any guilty person 
untortured. 

5. And now it was that he betook himself to examine An- 
tipater of Samaria, who was the steward of [his son] Anti- 
pater ; and upon torturing him he learned that Antipater had 
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sent for a potion of deadly poison for him cut of Egypt, by 
Antiphilus a companion of his ; that Theudio, the uncle of 
Antipater, had it from him, and delivered it to Pberoras: 
for that Antipater had charged him to take his father off 
v^hile he was at Rome, and so free him from the suspicion of 
doing it himself: that Pheroras also committed this potion to 
his wife. Then did the king send for her and bid her bring 
to him what she had received immediately. So she came out 
of her house as if she would bring it with her, but threw her- 
self down from the top of her house, in order to prevent any 
examination and torture from the king. However it came 
to pass, as it seems by the providence of God, when he in- 
tended to bring Antipater to punishment, that she fell not 
upon her head, but upon other parts of her body, and esca- 
ed. The king, when she was brought to him, took care of 
er (for she was at first quite senseless upon her fall,) and 
asked her why she had thrown herself down ? and gave her 
his oath, that if she would speak the real truth, he would ex- 
cuse her from punishment ; but that if she concealed any 
4hing, he would have her body torn to pieces by torments, 
and leave no part of it to be ouried. 

6 Upon this the woman paused a little, and then said, 
"Why do, I spare to speak of these grand secrets, now 
Pheroras is dead, that would only tend to save Antipater, 
who is all our destruction. Hear then, O king, and be thou, 
and God himself who cannot be deceived, witnesses to the 
truth of what I am going to say. When thou didst sit weep- 
ing by Pheroras as he was dying, then it was that he called 
me to him, and said, ' My dear wife, I have been greatly 
mistaken as to the disposition of my brother towards me, and 
have hated him that was so affectionate to me, and have con- 
trived to kill him who is in such disorder for me before I am 
dead. As for myself, I receive the recompense of my im- 
piety ; but do thou bring what poison was left with us by 
Antipater, and which thou keepest in order to destroy him, 
and consume it immediately iathe fire in my sight, that I 
may not be liable to the avenger in the invisible world.' 
This I brought as he bade me, and emptied the greatest part 
of it into the fire, but reserved a little of it for my own use, 
against uncertain futurity, and out of my fear of thee.^ 

7. When she had said this, she brought the box whkhhad 
a small quantity of this potion in it : but the king let her 
tilone, and transferred the tortures to Antiphilus^s mother and 
brother; who both confessed that Antiphilus brought that 
box out of Egypt, and that they had received the potion from 
a brother of his, who was a physician at Alexandria. Then 
did the ghosts of Alexander and Aristobulus go round ail 
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the palace, and became the inquisitors and discoverers of 
what could not otherwise have been found out, and brought 
such as were the freest from suspicion to be examined ; where^ 
by it was discovered, that Mariamne, the high-priest^s daugh- 
ter^ was conscious of this plot ; and her very brothers, when 
they were tortured, declared it so to be. Whereupon the 
king avenged this insolent attempt of the^mother, upon her 
son, and blotted Herod, whom ne had by her, out of his 
testament, who had been before named therein as a successor 
to Antipater. 



CHAP. XXXI. 



Antipater is convicted by Bathyllus : but he slUl returns from 
Rome without knowing it. Herod brings him to his trial, 

§ 1. After these things were over, Bathyllus came under 
examination, in order to convict Antipater, who proved the 
concluding attestation to Antipater^s designs, for indeed he 
was no other than his freed-man. This man came and brought 
another deadly potion, the poison of asps, and the juices of 
other serpents, that if the first potion did not do the business, 
Pheroras and his wife might be armed with this also to de- 
stroy the king. He brought also an addition to Antipater's 
insolent attempts against bis father, which was the letters 
which he wrote against his brethren, Archelaus and Philip, 
which were the king^s sons, and educated at Rome, being yet 
youths, but of generous dispositions. Antipater set himself 
to get rid of these as soon as he could, that they might not 
be prejudicial to his hopes, and to that end he forged lettera 
against them in the name of his friends at Rome. Some of 
these he corrupted by bribes to write how they grossly re- 
proached their father, and did openlv bewail Alexander and 
Aristobulus, and were uneasy at their being recalled; for 
their father had already sent tor them, which was the very 
thing that troubled Antipater. 

2. Nay indeed, while Antipater was in Judea, and before 
he was upon his journey tq Rome, he gave money to have 
the like letters sent against them from Rome ; and then came 
^to his father, who had as yet no suspicion of him, and apolo- 
gized for his brethren^ and alleged on their behalf, that 
some of the things contained in those letters were false, and 
others of them were only youthful errors. Yet at the same 
time that he expended a great deal of his money^ by making 

E resents to such as wrote against his ^brethren, did he aim to 
ring his accounts into conmsion, by buying costly garments. 
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and carpets of various contextures, ivith silver and gold cups, 
and a great many more curious things, that so, among the 
very great expenses laid out upon such furniture, he might 
conceal the money he had used in hiring men [to write the 
letters;] for he brought in an account of his expenses, 
amounting to two hundred talents, his main pretence for 
which was the lawsuit he had been in with Sylleus. So 
while all his rogueries, even those of a lesser sort also, were 
covered by his greater villany, while all the examinations by 
torture proclaimed his attempt to murder his father, and 
the letters proclaimed his second attempt to murder his bre- 
thren ; yet did no one of those that came to Rome inform 
him of his misfortunes in Judea, although seven months had 
intervened between his conviction and his return, so great 
was the hatred which they all bore to him. And perhaps 
they were the ghosts of those brethren of his, that had been 
murdered, that stopped the mouths of those that intended to 
have told him. He then wrote from Rome, and informed 
{his friends] that he would soon come to them^ and how he 
was dismissed with honour by Caesar. 

3. Now the king being desirous to get this plotter against 
him into his hands, and being also afraid lest he should some 
way come to the knowledge how his affairs stood, and be 
upon his guard, he dissembled his anger in his epistle to him^ 
as in other points he wrote kindly to him, and desired him 
to make haste, because, if he came quickly, he would then 
lay aside the complaints he had against his mother ; for Anti- 
pater was not ignorant that his mother had been expelled out 
of the palace. However, he had before received a letter, 
which contained an account of the death of Pheroras at Ta- 
rentum,* and made great lamentations at it^ for which some 
<:ommended him, as being for his own uncle ; though pro- 
bably this confusion arose on account of his having thereby 
failed in his plot [[on his father's life,]] and his tears were more 
for the loss of him that was to have been subservient therein, 
than for [an uncle] Pheroras : moreover, a sort of fear came 
upon him as to his designs, lest the poison should have been 
discovered. However, when he was in Cilicia, he received 
the fore-mentioned epistle from his father, and made great 
haste accordingly. But when he had sailed to Celenderis, a 
suspicion came into his mind relating to his mother^s misfor- 
tunes ; as if his soul foreboded some mischief to itself. Those 
therefore of his friends which were the most considerate, ad- 
vised him not rashly to go to his father, till he had learned 
what were the occasions why his mother had been ejected^ 
because they were afraid that he might be involved in the 

* This Tarenfum haM coinB itiU extant, as Rdand infonnf m hen in hit nole. 
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calumnies that had been cast upon his mother : but those 
that were less considerate, and had more regard to their own 
desires of seeing their native country than to Antipater^s 
safety^ persuaded him to make haste home, and not, by delay, 
ing his journey^ aiFord his father ground for an ill suspicion, 
and give a handle to those that raise stories against him ; for 
that, in case any thing had been moved to his disadvantage, 
it was owing to his absence, which durst not have been done, 
had he been present. And they said, it was absurd to deprive 
himself of certain happiness, for the sakeof an uncertain sus- 
picion, and not rather to return to his father, and take the 
royal authority upon him, which was in a state of fluctuation 
on his account only. Antipater complied with this last ad- 
vice, for Providence hurried him on [to his destruction]. So 
he passed over the sea, and landed at Sebastus, the haven of 
Caesarea. 

4. And here he found a perfect and unexpected solitude, 
while every body avoided him, and nobody durst come at 
bim ; for he was equally hated by all men ; and now that ha- 
tred had liberty to show itself, and the dread men were in of 
the king's anger made men keep from him ; for the whole 
city [of Jerusalem] was filled with the rumours about Anti- 
pater, and Antipater himself was the only person who was 
Ignorant of them ; fpr as no man was dismissed more magni- 
ficently when he began his voyage to Some, so was no man 
now received back with greater ignominy. And indeed he 
began already to suspect what misfortunes there were in 
Herod*s family ; yet did he cunningly conceal his suspicion ; 
and while he was inwardly ready to die for fear, he put on a 
forced boldness of countenance. Nor could he now fly any 
whither, nor had he any way of emerging out of the diflicul- 
ties which encompassed him ; nor indeed had he even there 
any certain intelligence of the affairs of the royal family, by 
reason of the threats the king had given out : yet had he 
some small hopes of better tidings ; for perhaps nothing had 
been discovered ; or, if any discovery had been made^ perhaps 
he should be able to clear himself by impudence and artful 
tricks, which were the only things he relied upon for his 
deliverance. 

5. And with these hopes did he screen himself, till be 
came to the palace, without any friends with him ; for these 
were affronted, and shut out at the first gate. Now Varus, 
the president of Syria, happened to be in the palace at [this 
juncture]: so Antipater went in to his father, and, putting 
on a bold face, he came near to salute him; but Herod 
stretched out his hands, and turned his head away from him, 
and cried out, ^' Even this is an indication of a parricide, to 
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be desirous to get me into his arms, when he is under such 
heinous|accusations. God confound thee, thou vile wretch; 
do]not thou touch me, till thou hast cleared thyself of these 
crimes that are charged upon thee. I appoint thee a court 
where thou art to be judged, and this Varus, who is very 
seasonably here^ to be thy judge, and get thou thy defence 
ready against to-morrow ; for I give thee so much time to 
prepare subtle excuses for thyself.*' And as Antipater was 
so confounded that he was able to make no answer to this 
charge, he went away ; but his mother and wife came to him, 
and told him of all the evidence he had gotten against hioi. 
Hereupon he recollected himself, and considered what de- 
fence he should make against the accusations. 



CHAP. XXXII. 

Antipater is accused before Varus, and is convicted of laying a 
plot (against his father) by the strongest evidence* JBeroi 
puts off his punishment till he should be recovered, and in the 
mean time he alters his testament. 

§ 1. Now the day following, the king assembled a court of 
his* kinsmen and friends, and called in Antipater^s friends 
also. Herod himself, witli Varus, were the presidents ; and 
Herod called for all the witnesses, and ordered them to be 
brought in ; among whom some of the domestic servants of 
Antipater's mother were brought in also, who had but a little 
while before been caught as they were carrying the following 
letter from her to her son ; ** Since all those things have been 
already discovered by thy father, do not thou come to him; 
unless thou canst procure some assistance from Cassar.'* 
When this and the other witnesses were introduced, Anti- 
pater came in, and falling on his face before his father's 
feet, he said, <' Father, I beseech thee, do not condemn me 
beforehand, but let thy ears be unbiassed, and attend to my 
defence^; for if thou wilt give me leave, I will demonstrate 
that I am innocent^' 

2. Hereupon Herod cried out to him to hold his peace, 
and spake thus to Varus: **I cannot but think that thou, 
Varus, and every other upright judge, will determine that 
Antipater is a vile wretch. I am also afraid that thou wilt 
abhor my ill fortune, and judge me also myself worthy of all 
sorts of calamity, for begetting such children ; while yet I 
ought rather to be pitied, who have been so affectionate a 
father to such wretched sons ; for when I had settled the 
kingdom on my former sons, even when they were young. 
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and when, besides tbe charges of their education at Rome, I 
had made them tbe friends of Caesar, and made them envied 
by other kings, I found them plotting against me ; these have 
been put to death, and that in a great measure for the sake of 
Antipi(ter; for as he was then young, and appointed to be 
my successor, I took care chiefly to secure him from danger ; 
but this profligate wild beast, when he had been over and 
above satiated with that patience which I showed him, he 
made use of that abundance I bad given him, against myself; 
for I seemed to him to live too long, and he was very un- 
easy at the old a^e I had arrived at : nor could he stay any 
longer, but would be a king by parricide. And justly am I 
served by him for bringing him back out of the country to 
court, when he was of no esteem before, and for thrusting 
out those sons of mine that were born of the queen, and for 
making him a successor to wy dominions. I confess to thee, 
O Varus, the great folly I was guilty of; for I provoked 
those sons of mine to act against me, and cut off their just 
expectations for the sake of Antipater; and, indeed, what 
kindness did I do to them, that could equal what I have 
done to Antipater ? to whom I have, in a manner yielded 
up my royal authority while I am alive, and whom I have 
openly named for the successor to my dominions in my tes- 
tament, and given him a yearly revenue of his own or fifty 
talents, and supplied him with money to an extravagant de- 
gree out of my own revenue ; and when he was lately about 
to sail to Rome, I gave him three hundred talents, and re^ 
commended him, and him alone of all my children, to Caesar, 
as his fatber^s deliverer. Now what crimes were these other 
sons of mine guilty of like those of Antipater ; and what 
evidence was there brought against them, so strong as there 
is to demonstrate this son to nave plotted against me ? Yet 
does this parricide presume to speak for himself, and hopes 
to obscure the truth by his cunning tricks. Thou, O Varus, 
must guard thyself against him ; for I know the wild beast, 
and I foresee how plausibly he will talk, and his counterfeit 
lamentation. This was he who exhorted me to have a care 
of Alexander, when he was alive, and not intrust my body 
with all men ! This was he who came to my very bed, and 
Ipoked about lest any one should lay snares for me ! This 
was he who took care of my sleep, and secured me from 
any fear of danger, who comforted me under the trouble I 
was in upon the slaughter of my sons, and looked to see 
what afiection my surviving brethren bore me ! This was my 
protector and the guardian of my body ! And when I call to 
mind, O Varus, his craftiness upon every occasion, and his 
art of dissembling, I can hardly uelieve that I am still alive. 
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and I wonder how I have escaped such a deep plotter of 
mischief. However, since some fate or other makes my 
house desolate, and perpetually raises up those that are 
dearest to me against me, I will with tears lament my hard 
fortune, and privately groan under my lonesome condition ; 
yet I am resolved that no one who thirsts after my blood 
shall escape punishment, although the evidence should ex- 
tend itself to all my sons.*" 

* 3. Upon Herod's saying this, he was interrupted by tlie 
confusion he was in; but ordered Nicolaus, one of his friends, 
to produce the evidence against Antipater. But in the mean 
time Antipater lifted up his head (for he lay on the ground 
before his fathcr^s feet,) and cried out aloud, '* Thou, O 
father, hast made my apology for me ; for how can I be a 
parricide, whom thou thyself confessest to have always bad 
for thy guardian ? Thou callest my filial affection proaigiotfs 
lies and hypocrisy ; how then could it be that I, who was 
so subtle in other matters, should here be so mad as not to 
understand that it was not easy that he who committed so 
horrid a crime could be concealed from men, but impossible 
that he could be concealed from the Judge of heaven, who 
sees all things, and is present every where ? or did not I know 
what end my brethren came to, on whom God inflicted so 
great a punishment, for their evil designs against thee? And 
indeed, what was there that could possibly provoke me 
against thee ? Could the hope of being a king do it P I was 
a king already. Could I suspect hatred from thee? No; 
Was not I beloved by thee ? And what other fear could I 
have ? Nay, by preserving thee safe, I was a terror to others. 
Did I want money P No ; for who was able to expend so 
much as myself? Indeed, father, had I been the most exe^ 
crable of all mankind^ and had I had the soul of the most 
cruel wild beast, must I not have been overcome with the 
benefits thou hadst bestowed upon me P whom, as thou thy* 
self sayst, thou broughtest [into the palace ;] whom thou 
didst prefer before so many of thy sons ; whom thou madest 
a king in thine own lifetime, and by the vast magnitude of 
the other advantages thou bestowedst on me, thou madest ine 
an object of envy, O miserable man ! that thou shouldst 
undergo this bitter absence, and thereby afford a great op» 
portunity for envy to arise against thee, and a long space- for 
such as were laying designs against thee I Yet was I absent, 
father, on thy affairs, that Sylleus might not treat thee with 
contempt in thine ojd age. Rome is a witness to my filial 
affection, and so is Caesar^ the ruler of the habitable earth, 
who oftentimes called me PhtlopaterJ* Take here the letters 

• A lover of his father. 
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ie hath sent thee, they are more to be believed than the ca- 
lumnies raised here ; these letters are my only apology ; these 
I use as the demonstrations of that natural affection I have to 
thee. Remember, that it was against my own ch<nce that I 
sailed [to Bome]^ as knowing the latent hatred that was in 
the kingdom against me. It was thou, O father, however 
unwillingly, who hast been my ruin, by forcing me to allow 
time for calumnies against me, and envy at me. However, 
I am come hither, and am ready to hear the evidence there is 
against me. If I be a parricide, I have passed by land and 
by sea without suffering any misfortune on either of them ; 
but this method of trial is no advantage to me ; for it seems, 
O father, that I am already condemned, both before Grod 
and before thee ; and, as I am already condemned, I beg 
that thou wiit not believe the others that have been tortured, 
but let fire be brought to torment me ; let the racks march 
through my bowels; have no regard to any lamentations that 
•this polluted body can make ; for if I be a parricide, I ought 
not to die without torture.^ Thus did Antipater cry. out 
with lamentation and weeping, and moved all the rest, and 
Varus in particular, to commiserate his case. Herod was 
the only person whose passion was too strong to permit him 
to weep, as knowing that the testimonies against him were 
true* 

4. And now it was that, kt the king^s command, Nioolaus^ 
when he had. premised a great deal about the craftiness of 
Antipater, and had prevented the effects of their commisera- 
tion to him, afterwards brought in a bitter and large accusa- 
tion against him, ascribing ful the wickedness that had been 
in the kingdom to him, and especially the murder of his bre- 
thren^ and demonstrated that they had perished by the calum- 
nies he had raised against them. He also said that he had 
laid designs against them that were still alive, as if they were 
laying plots for the succession ; and [said he] how can it tie 
supposed that he, who prepared poison for his father, should 
abstain from mischief as to his brethren ? He then proceeded 
to convict him of the attempt to poison Herod, and gave an 
account in order of the several discoveries that had been 
made, and had great indignation as to the affair of Fheroras, 
because Antipater had been for making him murder his bro- 
ther, and had corrupted those that were dearest to the king, 
and filled the whole palace with wickedness ; and when he 
had insisted on many other accusations, and the proofs for 
them, he left off. 

5. Then Varus bid Antipater make his defence ; but be 
lay long in silence, and saia no more but this : '* God is my 
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witneis that I am entirely imMcent." Sa Vams aaked far 
tbe potion, and gave it to be drank by a oondenmed niaki> 
'fkotor, who was then in prison, who died upon tlie spot. So 
Varas, when he had had a very private discourse with Herodi 
and had written an account of this asseinbly to Csesar, went 
away after a day^a stay. The king also bound Antipater, and 
sent away to inform Cassar of his miGfortunea. 

6. Now after this it was discovered that Antipater had hid 

a plot against Sakmie also ; for one of Antiphilus^a domeHk i 

aervants came and brought letters from Rome, fran a nuu^ jl 

servant of Julia [Csesar^ wife,] whose name waa Acme. Bj | 

her a message was sent to the king, that she had found i | 

i^ter written by Salome, among Julians papers, add bad seiA || 

it to him privately, out of her good^will to faim. This letter 

of Salome oontaincKl the most bitter leproacfaes of the Idngi) 

'and the highest accusations against him. Antipater hai 

forged this letter, and had corrupted Acme, and peranadal 

Jier to send it to Herod. This was proved by her letter to 

Antipater; for thus did this woman write to hira : ** As tksa 

desirest, I have written a letter to thy father, and have seat 

that letter, and am persuaded that the king will not qpare fab ^ 

■toster when he reads it Thou wilt do well to reaacnber ^ 

what thou hast promised, when all is .accomplished.^ ' 

7. When this epistle was discovered, and what the epistle 

forged agunst Salome contained, a suspicion came into the 

king^s mind, that perhaps tbe letters against Alexander were 

-also forged : he was moreover greatly disturbed, . and in a 

pasnon, because he had almost slain his sister on AatipateA 

account. He did no longer delay, therefore, to bring bira to 

punishment for all his crimes ; yet, when be was eagerly pvr- 

-auing Antipater, he was restrained by a severe ^iiemperlie 

iell inta However, he sent an account to Caesar about 

Acme, and the contrivances against Salome : be sent dso far 

bis testament, and altered it, and therein made Antipat kii^, 

as taking no care of Archelaus and Philip, because Anttpalff 

had blasted their reputations with him ; but he bequeathed 

to Caesar, besides other presents that be gave him, a tkou- 

sand talents ; as also to bis wife, and children, and fricodf» 

.«nd freedmen, above five hundred ; he also bequeatlied toall 

others, a great quantity of land, and of mcmey ; and ahewcd 

bis respects to Salome, bis sister, by^ving-hermost jplendU 

v^ifts. And this waa what was contained in his teatamenl^ as 

.It was now .altened. 
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CHAP. XXXIII. 

7%« goldsM eagle is cut to pieces. HeroJCs barbarity when he 
was ready to die. He attempts to kill himself. He com* 
mands AntipaJter to be slain. He survives him Jive days^ 
and then dies. 

§ ]• Now Herod^s distemper became more and more severe 
to him, and this because tnese his disorders fell upon him in 
1^16 old age, and when he was in a melancholy condition ; for 
lie was already almost seventy years of age, and had been 
Inrought low by the calamities that happened to him abpu^ 
his children, whereby he had no pleasure in life, even when 
he was in health ; the grief also that Antipater was still alive, 
aggravated his disease, whom he resolved to put to death 
now, not at random, but as soon as he should be well again, 
and resolved to have him slain [in a public manner.] 

2. There also now happened to him, among his other ca- 
lamities, a certain popular sedition. There were two men of 
learning in the city I Jerusalem,] who were thought the most 
skilful m the laws of their country, and were on that account 
had in very great esteem all over the nation ; they were, the 
one Judas the son of Sepphoris, and the other Matthias the 
ton of Margalus. There was a great concourse of the young 
men to these men, when they expounded the laws, and there 
gbt together every day a kind of an army of such as were 

Sowing up to be men. Now when these men were informed 
at the king was wearing away with melancholy, and with a 
distemper, they dropped words to their acquaintance, how it 
Was now a very proper time to defend the cause of God, ana 
to pull down what had been erected contrary to the laws of 
their country ; for it was unlawful there should be any svich 
^ing in the temple as images, or faces, or the like represen- 
tation of any animal whatsoever. Now the king had put up 
a golden eagle over the great gate of the temple, which these 
learned men exhorted them to cut down ; and told them, 
that if there should any danger arise, it was a glorious thing 
tojdie for the laws of their country ; because that the sotil* 

' * Since, in these two sections, we hart an evident acconnt of the Jewish op* 
inkms in the days ef Josephus, about a future happy state, and the resuirection 
of the dead, as in the New Testament, John xL 24. I shall here refer to the 
other places' in Josephus, before he became a catholic Christian, which concern 
the same matters. Of the War, B. ii. ch. viii. sect. 10, 11. voL iii. B. iii. cb, 
TiH. sect. 4. Yol. iv. B. tii. ch. yi. sect. 7. Contra Apidn, B. ii. sect 80. voL iv« 
fl^here we may obserre, that none of these passa^ are in his books of Antiqui- 
ties, written peculiarly for the use of the Gentiles, to whom he thought it not proper 
to insist on topics so mndi out of theit way asthede were. Nor is this obserf ation to 
be omitted here especially, on aoooont of the senubU diffeiMiee w# Kkfi how 

2 A 2 
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was immortal, and that an eternal enjoyment of happiness £d 
await such as died on that account ; while the mean-spirited, 
and those that were not wise enough to show a right love of 
their souls, preferred a death by disease, before that whicb 
is the result of a virtuous behaviour. 

3. At the same time that these men made this speech to 
their disciples, a rumour was spread abroad. that the king 
was dying, which made the young men set about the work 
with greater boldness; they therefore let themselves down from 
the top of the temple with thick cords, and this at mid-daj, 
and while a great number of people were in the temple, and 
cut down that golden eagle with axes. This was presently 
told to the king^s captain of the temple, who came running 
with a great body of soldiers, and caught about forty of the 
young men, and brought them to the king. And when he 
asked them, first of all, whether they hdfd been so hardy as 
to cut down the golden eagle ? they confessed they bad done 
80 ; and when he asked them by whose command they bad 
done it ? they replied. At the command of the law of their 
country ; and when he farther asked them, how they could 
be so joyful when they were to be put to death ? they replied,, 
Because they should enjoy greater happiness after they were 
dead.* 

4. At this the king was in such an extravagant passion 
that he overcame his disease [for the time,] and went out^ 
and spake to the people ; wherein he made a terrible accu- 
sation against those men, as being guilty of sacrilege, and as 
making greater attempts under pretence of their law, and he 
thought they deserved to be punished as impious persons. 
Whereupon the people were afraid lest a great number 
should be found guilty, and desired, that when he had first 
punished those that put them upon this work, and then those 
that were caught in it, he would leave off his anger as to the 
rest. With this the king complied, though not without dif- 
ficulty^ and ordered those that had let themselves down, to- 

before us in Jos^htts^s representation of the ftrguments iised hj the lUbbiis tir 
persuade their schoUrs to hazard their lives for the vindication of 6od*s law,, 
against images, by Mosea, as well as of the answers those scholars ttide to 
Herod, when they were eaught, and ready to die for the same ; I mean, as cob- 
pared with the parallel arguments and answers represented in the Antiquities, 
B. zvii. eh. vL sect. 2, 3. voL iii. A Uke difference between Jewish and Oea- 
tile notions, the reader will find in my notes on Antiquities, B, iiL cfa* vu. sect. 
7. voL i. B. XV. eh. iz. s^ct. 1. vol it. See the like also in the case of the thns 
Jewish sects in the Antiquities, B. ziii. ch. v. sect. 0. and ch. z. sect. 4, 6. voL 
ii; B. zviii. ch. i. sect 5. voL iii. and compared with this, in hia Wan of the 
Jews, B. ii. ch. viii. sect. 2, 14. voL ilL Nor does St Pan] himaelf ztason to 
Gentiles at Athens, Acts zvii. 16, 84. at be doei to Jews In his cpiitlci. 
■ * See the pteceding note. 
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gether with their Rabbins, to be burnt alive, but delivered 
the rest that were oaught, to the proper officers to be put to 
death by them. 

6. Alter this the distemper seized upon his whole body^ 
and greatly disordered all its parts with various symptoms ; 
for there was a gentle fever upon him, and an intolerable 
itching over all the surface of his body, and continual pains 
in his colon, and dropsical tumours about his feet, and an in- 
flammation of the abdomen, and a putrefaction of his privy 
member, that produced worms. Besides which, he had a 
difficulty of breathing upon him, and could not breathe biit 
when he sat upright, and had a convulsion of all his mem- 
bers, insomuch that the diviners said, those diseases were a 
punishment upon him, for what he had done to the Rabbins. 
Vet did he struggle with his numerous disorders, and still had 
a desire to live, and hoped for recovery, and considered of 
several methods of cure. Accordingly he went over Jordan, 
and made use of those hot baths at Callirhoe which run into ' 
the lake Asphaltitis, but are themselves sweet enough to be 
drunk. And here the physicians thought proper to bathe 
Jiis whole body in warm oil, by letting it down into a large 
vessel full of oil ; whereupon his eyes failed him, and he 
came and went as if he were dying ; and as a tumult was 
then made by his servants, at their voice he revived again. 
Yet did he after this, despair of recovery, and gave orders 
that each soldier should have fifty drachmae a-piece, and that 
his commanders and friends should haye great sums of money 
given them. 

6. He then returned back and came to Jericho, in such a 
melancholy state of body as almost threatened him with pre- 
sent death, when he proceeded to attempt a horrid wicked- 
ness ; for he got together the most illustrious men of the 
whole Jewish nation, out of every village, into a place called 
the hippodrome^ and there shut them in. He then called for 
his sister Salome, and her husband Alexas, and made this 
speech to them; ^^ I know. well enough that the Jews will 
keep a festival upon my death : however, it is in my power 
to be mourned ibr on other accounts, and to have a splendid 
funeral, if you will but be subservient to my commands. Do 
but you take care to send soldiers to encompass these men 
that are now in custody, and slay them immediately upon my 
death, and then all Judea, and every family of them, will 
weep at it, whether they will or no.^ 

7. These were the commands he gave them ; when there 
came letters from his ambassadors at Rome, whereby infor* 
madon was given, that Acme was put to death at Csesi^r'a 
commandi am that Antipater was condemned to die ; bow- 



* 



bSS THE JSWI8H WAB. ' BOOK L 

eretf tbey wrote withal, that if Herod had a mind rather to 
iwrnish bnn, CaBsar permitted bim so to da So be for a litde 
while revived, and bad a desire to live ; but presently after be 
was overborne by bis pains, and was disordered by want of 
food, and by a convulsive congh, and endeavoured to prevent 
a natural death ; so he took an apple, and asked for a knife, 
for be used to pare apples, add eat them ; be then looked 
Mund about t6 see that there was nobody to binder hrai, and 
lift up his right band, as if be would stab himself; but Acbi- 
abus, bis first cousin, came running to him, and held bis band, 
and hindered him from so doing ; on whidh occaaion a -very 
great lamentation was tnade in the palace, as if tbe king wt/19 
'expiring. As soon as ever Antipater beard that, be took 
ODurage, and, with joy in bis looks, besoagbt bis keepers, fer 
a sum of money, to loose him and let him go ; but toe pria- 
cipal keeper of the pri^n did not only obstruct bim in that 
his intention, but ran and told the king what his design was: 
bereilpon tbe king dried out louder than his disteoiper would 
well bear, and immediately sent some of bis guards and sieir 
Antipater ; be also igave order to have bnn buried at Hyics- 
nium, and altered his testam^dt i^in, atid therein made Af- 
cbelans, bis eldest son, and the brother of Antipaa, bis ^itf- 
c^isor, and nliEide Antipas tetrarch. ^ 

■ 8. So Herod having survived the slaughter of bis Bdn five 
diays, died, baying reigned tbirty-four years mttee he bad 
cftlused Antigonus to be slain, and obtained bis kingdma, but 
ffairQMseten years sitioe be had been made king by tbe Bo- 
mans. Now, as for his fortune, it was prosperous in all othsr 
Aspects, if ever any other man could be so ; sinee from a pri- 
vate man be obtained a kingdom, and kept it so long, and 
left it to hh own sons ; but still, in bis '^nticfstic affiiirs k 
Wa6 a most unfortunate man. Now before tbe soldiers knew 
of bis death, Sdome and her husband came out and dismissed 
those that were in bonds^ whom the king had eommaoded to 
be'sUin, And told them, that be bad altered bis niind, and 
would have every one of them sent totbeir oVm hotoA 
Wbeti these men were gone^ Salome told tbe soldiers [the 
ling was dead], and p)t them and the test of tbe multitude 
together to an assembly, in theampbitbcfatre at Jericho, where 
Ptolemy, who was intrusted by the king with his rignet-riog, 
6bme before them, and dpake of tbe happin^sfs the king had 
attained, and comforted the multitude, iatid .fead tbe epistle 
which had been left for the soldiers, whet^ he earnestly ex- 
heated thefti to bear good-will to his successor; and after be 
bad read the epistle, he opened atid read his testaHMtit, 
wber^iti Philip was to inherit Trachelitis ' and the n^^ 
bour id j^c6uiitrie6| and Antipas w«s to be ' tHranib^ ' 
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before, and Archelaus was made king. He had also been 
commanded to carrj Herod^s ring to Caesar, and the settle- 
ments he hod made, sealed up, because Caesar was to be lord 
of all the settlements he had made, and was to confirm his 
testament ; and he ordered that the dispositions he had made 
were to be kept as they were in his former testament. 

9. So there was an acclamation made to Archelaus, to con- 

Sratulate him upon his acjivancement ; and the soldiers, with 
ie multitude, went round about in troops, and promised him 
their good-will, and besides prayed God to bless his govern- 
ment. After this they betook themselves to prepare for the 
king^s funeral ; and Archelaus omitted nothing of magnifi- 
cence therein, but brought out all the royal ornaments to 
augment the pomp of the deceased. There was a bier all of 
goki, embroidereo with pirecious stones, and a purple bed of 
various contexture, with the dead body upon it covered with 
purrple ; and a diadem was put upon his head, and a crown 
of gold above it, and a sceptre in his right hand; and near to 
the bier were Herod's sons, and a multitude of his kindred ; 
iie^tt to which came his guards, and the regiment of Thrnr 
eians, the Germsms also, and Galls, all accoutred as if they 
were going to war : but the rest of the -army went foremort, 
airmed, and following their captanis and officers in a regufaur 
manner; after whom, -five hundred of his domeaftic <servaiitf 
ud freedmen followed with sweet spices in their hands ; and 
fbe body was carried two hundred furlongs, to H^odium^ 
tw^here he had given order to be buried. And this shdtt suff 
fiee for the oonchision of the life of Herod. 



:.- .».:'..'. 



360 THE JEWISH WAB. BOOK IL 



BOOK n. 



Containing the interval ofauUy-nine years. 

nOM THE DEATH OF HEROD, TILL VESPASLAN WAS SSKT TO 

8USDUE THE JEWS BY NEEO. 
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CHAP. I. 



ArchdauB makes a funeral feast for thepeople^ an the aecovidof 
Herod, After which a great tunudt is raised by the natlU' 
tude^ and he sends the soldiers out upon them^ who datrcy 
about three thousand of them. 

§ 1. J^ow the necessity which Archelaus was under of 
taking a journey to Rome, was the occasion of new disturb- 
ancefl^; for when he had mourned for hb father^ seven days, 
and had given a very expensive funeral feast to the multi- 
tnde (which custom is the occasion of poverty to numy of 
the. Jews, because they are forced to feast the multitude ; 
for if any one omits it, he is not esteemed a holy person,) he 
put on a white garment, and went up to the temple, where 
the people accosted him with various acclamations. He also 
spake kindly to the multitude, from an elevated seat and a 
throne of gold, and returned them thanks for the zeal they 
had shown about his father^s funeral, and the submission they 
had made to him, as if he were already settled in the king- 
dom : but he told them withal. That *^ he would not at pre- 
sent take upon him, either the authority of a king, or the 
names thereto belonging, until Caesar, who is made lord of 
this whole affair by the testament, confirms the succession ; 
for that when the soldiers would have set the diadem on his 
head at Jericho, he would not accept of it ; but that he would 

* Hear Dean Aldrich's note on this place ; « The law or custom of the 
Jews,** says he, ** requires seven days mourning for the dead," Antiq. B. xril. 
ch. viii. Beet. 4. vol. iii. Whence the author of the book of Ecdesiasticiu, chap. 
XJM. 12. assigns seven days as the proper time of mourning for the dead, and 
£h. xxxviii. 17* enjoins men to mourn for the dead, that they may not be evil 
spoken of ; for as Josephus says presently, « if any one omits this moomiog 
[funeral feast,] he is not esteemed a holy person.*' Now it is certain, that 
such a seven days mourning has been customary from times of the greatot 
antiquity. Gen. i. 10. Funeral feasts are also mentioned as of considerabk 
antiquity, Ezek. zxiv. 17* Jer. xvi. 7- Prov. zxxi. 6. Peut. xzvi. 14. Jol^ 
pbu5 Of the Wtr, B. iU. ch. ix. sect 6. voL iv. 
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make abundant requitals, not to the soldiers only^ but to the 
people^ for their alacrity and good-will to him, when the 
superior lords [the Romans] should have given him a com* 
plete title to the kingdom ; for that it should be his study to 
appear in all things better than his father.^' 

2. Upon this the multitude were pleased, and presently 
made a trial of what he intended, by asking great things of 
him ; for some made a clamour that he would ease them in 
their taxes, others that he would take off the duties upon 
commodities, and some that he would loose those that were 
in prison ; in all which cases he answered readily to their 
satisfaction, in order to get the good-will of the multitude; 
after which he offered [the proper] sacrifices, and feasted 
with his friends. And here it was that a great many of those 
that desired innovations came in crowds, towards the evening, 
and began then to mourn on their own account, when the pub- 
lic mourning for the king was over. These lamented those 
that were put to death by Herod; because they had cut down 
the golden eagle that had been over the gate of the temple. 
Nor was this mourning of a private nature, but the lamenta- 
tions were very great, the mourning solemn^ and the weeping 
such as was loudly heard all over the city, as being for those 
men who had perished for the laws of their country, and for 
the temple. They cried out, that a punishment ought to be 
inflicted for these men upon those that were honoured by 
Herod ; and that, in the first place, the man whom he had 
made high priest should be deprived, and that it was fit to 
choose a person of greater piety and purity than he was. 

3. At these clamours Archelaus was provoked, but re- 
strained himself from taking vengeance on the authors, on 
account of the haste he was in of going to Rome, as fearing 
lest, upon his making war on the multitude, such an action 
might detain him at home. Accordingly he made trial to 
quiet the innovators by persuasion rather than by force, and 
sent his general in a private way to them, and by him exhort- 
ed them to be quiet. But the seditious threw stones at him, 
and drove him away as he came into 'the temple, and before 
he could say any thing to them. The like treatment they 
showed to others who came to them after him^ many of which 
were sent by Archelaus, in order to reduce them to sobriety, 
and these answered still on all occasions after a passionate 
manner; and it openly appeared that they would not be quiet, 
if their numbers were but considerable. And indeed at the 
feast of unleavened bread, which was now at hand, and is by 
the Jews called the Pas3ot>er, and used to be celebrated with 
a great number of sacrifices^ an innumerable multitude of 
the people came out of the country to worship: some of 
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ihese stood in the temple bewailing the Rabbins [that had 
been put to death,] ana procnred their sustenance by begging 
in order to support their sedition. At this Arcliehius ma 
aiFrighted, and privately sent a tribune, with his (x>bort cf 
soldiers upon them, before the disease should spread orer 
the whole multitude, and gave orders that tbej sboold ooo- 
strain those that began the tumult, by force, to be qoiet At 
these the whole multitude were irritated, and threw stones at 
many of the soldiers, and killed them : but the ^bune fled 
away wounded, and had much ado to escape so. After 
which they betook themselves to their sacrifices, as if thcj 
bad done no mischief; nor did it appear to Archelaus diat 
the multitude could be restrained without bloodshed ; so be 
sent his whole army upon them, the fiootmen in great multi- 
tudes, by the way of the city, and the honemen by the way of 
the plain, who, falling upon them on the sudden, as they 
were ofiering their sacrifices, destroyed about three thousand 
of them ; but the Test of the multitude were dispersed upoa 
the adjoining mountains ; these were foHowied by Arcbehms^ 
heralds, who commanded every one to retire to their mm 
homes; whither they all went, and left the fostvml. 



CHAP. II. 



Archelaus goes to Rome mlh a great number of his kindred. He 
is there accused before Ctesar by Anttpater ; but is superior to 
his accusers in judgment j by the means of that defence which 
Nicolaus made for him. 

§ 1. Archelaus went down now to the sea-side, with hii 
mother and his friends, Foplas, and Ptolemy, and Nieolaus: 
and left behind him Philip, to be his steward in the palao^ 
and to take care of his domestic afi*airs. Salome went out 
also along with him with her sons, as didjalso the king^slm^ 
tbren and sons^in^aw. These, in appearance, went to give 
him all the assbtance they were able, in order to secure his 
succession, but in reality to accuse him for his breach of the 
laws, by what he had done at the temple. 

2. But as they were come to Csesarea, Sabinus the procu- 
rator of Syria met them ; he was going up to Judea, to secure 
Herod's eflTects: but Varus [president of Syria,] who was 
come thither, restrained him from going any farther. This 
VaruSj Archelaus had sent for, by the earnest entreaty cf 
Ptolemy. At this time indeed, Sabinus^ to gratify VanU| 
neither went to the citadels, nor did he shut up the treasuries 
where his father's money was laid up, but promised that be 
would lie still, until Csosar should have itaken cogtaiaaace d 
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'^ afihir. So he abode at Cassarea; but as soon as those 
that were his hinderantie were gone^ when Varus was gone to 
Antioch, and ArchelaUs Was sailed 4o Rome, he immediately 
wetit on to Jerusalem, and seized upon the palace. And 
when he, had called for the governors of the citadels, and the 
stewards [of the king^s private affairs], he tried to sift out the 
accotrhts of the money, and to take possession of the citadels. 
But the governors of these citadels were not unmindful of 
the commands laid upon them by Archelaus, and continued 
to guard them, and said, the custody of them rather belonged 
to Csesar than to Archelaus, 

3. In the mean time, Antipas went also to Rome, to strive 
for the kingdom, and to insist, that the former testament, 
wherein he was named to be the king, was valid before the 
latter testament Salome had also promised to assist him, as 
had many of Archelaus's kindred, who sailed along with Ar- 
chelaus himself also. He also carried along with him his 
mother, alid Ptolemy, the brother of Nicolaus, who seemed 
one of great weight, on account of the great trust Herod put 
in him, he having been one of his most :honoured friends. 
However, Antipas depended chiefly upon Ireneus the orator ; 
upon whose autnority he had rejected such as advised him to 
yield to Archelaus, because he was his elder brother, and 
because the second testanient gave the kingdom to him. The 
inclinations also of all Archelaus's kindred, who hated him, 
were removed to Antipas, when they came to Rome, although 
in the first place every one rather desired to live under their 
own laws [without a King], and to be under a Roman gover- 
nor ; but if thev should filil in that point, these dewed that 
Antipas niight be their king. 

4. Sabinus did also afford these his assistance to the same 

Eurpose, by the letters he sent, whereiii he accused Archelaus 
efore Caesar, and highly commended Antipas. Salome also^ 
and those with her, put thecrimes which they accused Arche- 
laus of in-order, and put tliem into Csssar^s hands; and after 
tliey had done that, Archelaus wrote down the reasons of his 
claim, and by Ptolemy, sent in his father^s ring, and his 
father'^s accounts. And, when Csesdr had maturely weighed 
by himself, what both had to allege for themselves, as abo 
had considered of the great burden of the kingdom, and large* 
ness of the revenues, and withaltbe number of the ebildrea 
Herod had left behmd -him,'and hiad moreover read the let- 
ters he had received from Vai^irs fetndSabiniifiionthiB occasion, 
he assembled the principal persons -atmong/ the Romans toge- 
ther (in which assembly, Gaiusj' the son of Agrippa^ andhia 
daughter Jqlias, but by himself tidopted for his own soQ^:sat 
in the first seat), abd gave ' tht pMdeira leirf e io ispiak. 
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5. Then stood up Salome's son, Antipater, (who of all 
Archelaus's antagonists was the shrewdest pleader), and ac- 
cused him in the following speech : << That Archelaus did in 
words contend for the kingdom, but that in deeds he had loog 
exercised royal authority, and so did but insult Caesar, in de- 
siring to be now heard on that account; f&ince he had not 
staid for his determination about the succession, and since he 
had suborned certain persons, after Herod^s death, to move 
for putting the diadem upon his head ; since he had set him- 
self down in the throne, and given answers as a king, and 
altered the disposition of the army, and granted to some 
higher dignities : that he had also complied in all things with 
the people, in the requests they had made to him as their 
king ; and had also dismissed those that had been put into 
bonds by his father for most important reasons. Now, after 
all this, he desires the shadow of that royal authority, whose 
substance he had already seized to himself, and so hath made 
Caesar lord, not of things, but of words. He also reproached 
him farther, that his mourning for his father was only pre- 
tended, while he put on a sad countenance in the day-time, 
but drank to great excess in the night ; from which beha- 
viour, he said, the late disturbances among the multitude 
came, while they had an indignation thereat And indeed, 
the purport of his whole discourse was to aggravate Arcbe- 
lans^s crime, in slaying such a multitude about the temple; 
which multitude came to the festival, but were barbarously 
slain in the midst of their own sacrifices ; and he said, there 
was such a vast number of dead bodies heaped together in 
the temple, as even a foreign war that should come upon them 
[suddenly] before it was denounced, could not have heaped 
together. And he added, that it was the foresight his father 
had of that his barbarity, which made him never give him any 
hopes of the kingdom ; but when his mind was more infirm 
than his body, and he was notable to reason soundly, and did 
not well know what was the character of that son, whom in 
his second testament he made his successor ; and this was 
done by him at a time when he had no complaints to make 
of him whom he had named before, when he was sound in 
body, and when his mind was free from all passion. That, 
however, if any one should suppose Herod^s judgment, when 
he was sick, was superior to that at another time, yet had 
Archelaus forfeited his kingdom by his own behaviour, and 
those his actions which were contrary to the law, and to its 
disadvantage. Or what sort of a king will this man be, when 
he hath obtained the government from Caesar, who hath slain 
80 many before he hath obt£^ined it ?'^ 
6. When Antipater had spokea. largely to. this purposet 
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and had produced a great number of Arcbelauft^s kindred as 
witnesses, to prove every part of the accusation, he ended 
bis discourse. Then stood up Nicolaus to plead for Arche* 
laus. He alleged, that ** the slaughter in the temple could 
not be avoided ; but those that were slain were become ene« 
mies, not to Archelaus's kingdom only, but to Ccesar, who 
was to determine about him. He also demonstrated, that 
Archelaus^s accusers had advised him to perpetrate other 
things, of which he might have been accused. But he in- 
sisted, that the latter testament should^ for this reason above 
all others, be esteemed valid, because Herod had therein 
appointed Caesar to be the person who should confirm the 
succession ; for he who showed such prudence as to recede 
from his own power, and yield it up to the lord of the world, 
cannot be supposed mistaken in his judgment about him thai 
was to be his heir ; and he that so well knew whom to choorfe 
for arbitrator of the succession, would not be unacquainted 
with him whom he chose for his successor.^ 

7. When Nicolaus had gone through all he had to 
say, Archelaus came, and fell down before Csesar^s knees, 
without any noise. Upon which he raised hitn up, after a 
very obliging manner, and declared that truly he was worthy 
to succeed his father. However, he still made no firm de- 
termination in his case : but when he had dismissed these 
assessors that had been with him that day, he deliberated by 
himself about the allegations which he had heard, whether it 
were fit to constitute any of those named in the testaments 
for Herod^s successor, or whether the government should be 

Crted among all his posterity, and this because of the num- 
r of those that seemed to stand in need of support there* 
from. 



CHAP* III. 



The Jews fight a great battle with Salnnu8\ soidiers, and 
a great destruction is made at Jerusalem. 

§ 1. Now before Caesar had determined any thing about 
these afiairs, Malthace, Archelaus^s mother, fell sick and 
died. Letters also were brought out of Syria from Varus, 
about a revolt of the Jews. This was foreseen by Varus, 
who accordingly,' after Archelaus wassailed, went up to Je- 
rusalem to restrain the promoters of the sedition, since it was 
manifest that the nation would not be at rest : so he left ond 
of those legions, which he brought with him out of Syria, in 
the city, and went himself to Antioch. But Sabinus came^ 
after he was gone, and gave them an occasion of making 
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ittnovatioiis ; (or he compeUed the keepers of the citadels t? 
deliver them up to them, and made a biltei? search after t^ 
kiog^s money, as depending not only on the soldiers whick 
were left by Varus, but on the multitude of his own aervanti^ 
all which he armed, and used as the instruments of bis oovet- 
ousness. Now when that feast, which was observed aft^r 
seven weeks, and which the Jews call Penttcoat, [t. e. the 
f 0th day,] was at band, its name being taken from the num- 
ber of the days after the passover, the people got togeth^, 
but not on account of the accustomed divine worship, but of 
the indignation they had [at the present state of afiPairs.] 
Wherefore an immense multitude ran together, out of Galilee, 
and Idumea, and Jericho, and Perea that wasbeyojid Jordan ; 
but the people that naturally belonged to Judea itself were 
above the rest, both in number and in the alacrity of the men. 
So they distributed themselves into three parts, and pitched 
their camps in three places ; one was at the north side of the 
temple, another at the south side, by the hippodrome, and 
the third part were at the palace on the west. So they lay 
round about the Romans on every side, and besieged them^ 

2. Now SabinuB was affrighted both at their multitude and 
at their courage, and sent messengers to Varus continually, 
and besought him to come to his succour quickly ; for that^ 
if he delayed, his legion would be cut to pieces. As for Ssr 
binus himself, he got up to the highest tower of the fortress^ 
which was called IViasaelua ; it is of the same name with 
Herod^s brother, who was destroyed by the Parthians ; and 
then he made signs to the soldiers of that legion to attack lh( 
enemy ; for his astonishment was so great that he durst nojt 
go down to his own men. Hereupon the soldiera were pr^ 
vailed upon, and leaped out into the temple, and fought a 
terrible battle with the Jews ; in which, while there were none 
over their heads to distress them, they were too hard for 
them, by their skill, and the others^ want of skill in war ; but 
when once many of the Jews bad gotten up to the top of the 
cloisters, and threw their darts downwi^rds, upon the heads of 
the Romans, there were a great many of them destroyed. 
Nor was it easy to avenge themselves upon those that threw 
their weapons from op high, nor was it mo^eeasj for them to 
sustain those who came to 6ght them hai^d to hand. 

3. Since therefore the Romans were sorely aflicted by 
both these circumstances, they set fire to the cloisters, whica 
were works to be admired, both on account pf their magni- 
tude and costliness. Whereupon those that were above them 
were pre^ntly encompassed with the flame, and many of 
them perished therein ; as m^y of them alsq wei;e destrpyed 
by the enemy) whq o^fnefudde^ly upop thefp ; spme of U^fff 



CHAf. in. THE JEWISH WAE. Sfif 

aUo tbreif themselves down from the walls backward ; and 
some there were, who, from the desperate ooudttion they, 
were in, prerented the fire by killing themselves with their 
own swoixls ; but so many of them as crept out from the 
walls, and came upon the Romans, were easily mastered by 
them, by reason of the astonishment they were under ; until 
at last some of the Jews being destroyed, and others dis- 
persed by the terror they were in, the soldiers fell upon the 
treasure of God which was now deserted, and plundered about 
four hundred talents, of which sum Sabinus got together all 
that was not carried away by the soldiers. 

4. However, this destruction of the works [about the tem- 
ple] and of the men, occasioned a much greater number, and 
those of a more warlike sort, to get together, to oppose the 
Bomans. These encompassed the palace round, and threat- 
ened to destroy all that were in it, unless they went their 
ways quickly ; for they promised that Sabinus should come 
to no harm, if he would go out with his legion. There were 
also a great many of the kingV party, who deserted the Bo-, 
mans, and assisted the Jews ; yet did the most warlike body 
of them all, who were three thousand of the men of Sebaste,. 
go over to the Romans. Rufus also, and Gratus, their cap* 
tains, did the same (Gratus having the foot of Uie kingV 
party under him, and Rufus the horse,) each of whom* even 
without the forces under them, were (k great weight on ae^ 
count of their strength and wisdom, which turn the scales iigt 
war. Now the Jews persevered in the siege, and tried U> 
break dowfci the walls of the fortress, and cried out to. Sabinus^ 
and his party, that they should go their ways, and not prove 
a hinderanee to them, now they hoped, after a long time, to 
recover that ancient liberty which their forefathers had en» 
joyed. Sabinus, indeed, was well contented to get out of the 
danger lie was in ; but he distrusted the assurances the Jews 

ELve him, and suspected such gentle treatment was but a b«^t 
id as a snare for them : this consideration, together with 
the hopes he had of succour from Varus, made him bear \\k9i 
ui^ still longer. 



CHAP. IV. 



SterqJts veteran soidierB become tumultuous, . 7%e rolhtnes of 
Judas, Simon and Athrongeus take the name of king upon 
them. 

g 1. A« this time there were great distmrbances in tbci couuo 
try, and that in many places; and tlie apportunity that poiy 
omred itself induced a freat many.tQ act up for king^ Apd» 
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indeed, in Idumea two thousand of Herod^s Teteran aoldieit 
got together and armed themselves, and fought against thow 
of the king^s party ; against whom, Achiabus, the king^s fint 
cousin, fought ; and that out of some of the places that were 
the most strongly fortified ; but so as to avoid a direct ooo-^ 
flict with them in the plains. In Sepphoris also, a city of 
Galilee, there was one Judas (the son of that arcli-robber 
Hezekias, who formcly overran the country, and had been 
subdued by king Herod ;) this man got no small multitude 
together, and brake open the place where the royal armour 
was laid up, and armed those about him, and attacked those 
that were so earnest to gain the dominion. 

2. In Perea also, Simon, one of the servants to the king,, 
relying upon the handsome appearance and tallness of m 
body, put a diadem upon his own head also; he also went 
about with a company of robber^ that he had gotten together, 
and burnt down the royal palace that was at Jericho, and 
many other costly edifices besides, and procured himself veiy 
easily spoils by rapine, as snatching them out of the fire.- 
And he had soon burnt down all the fii|p edifices, if Gratus, 
the captain of the foot of the king*s party, had not taken the 
Trachonite archers, and the most warlike of Sebaste, and 
met the man. His footmen were slain in the battle in abun- 
dance ; Gratus a)so cut to pieces Simon himself, as he wa^ 
flying along a strait valley, when he gave him aq oblique 
stroke upon his neck, as he ran away, and brake it The 
royal palaces that were near Jordan at £etharamptha, were 
also burnt down by some other of the seditious that came out 
of Perea. 

3. At this time it was that a certain shepherd ventured ta 
set himself up for a king ; he was called Athrongeua. It 
was his strength of body that made him expect such a dig* 
nity, as well as his soul, which despised death ; and, besides^ 
these qualifications, he had four brethren like himself. He 
put a troop of armed men under each of these his brethren, 
and made use of them as his generals and commanders, when 
he made his incursions, while he did himself act like a king, 
and meddled only with the more important afiairs : and at 
this time he put a diadem about his head, and continued after 
that to overrun the country for no little time with his brethren, 
and became their leader in killing both the Romans and 
those of the king^s party ; nor did any Jew escape him, if 
any gain could accrue to him thereby. He once ventured 
to encompass a whole troop of Romans at Emmaus, who 
were carrying corn and weapons to their legion ; his men 
therefore shot their arrows and darts, and thereby slew their 
centurion Arius, and forty of the stoutest of his men ;. whik 
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the rest of them, who were in clanger of the same fate, upon 
the oomiag of Grratas, with those of Sebaste, to their assist- 
ance, escaped. And when these men had thus served both 
their own countrymen and foreigners, and that through this 
whole war, three of them were after some time subdu^, the 
eldest by Archelaus, the two next by failing into the hands 
of Gratus and Ptolemeus ; but the fourth delivered himself 
up to Archelaus, upon his giving him liis right hand for his 
security. However, this their end was not till afterward, 
while at present they filled all Judea with a piratic war. 



CHAP. V. 



Varus composes tie tumults in Juiea^ and crud/ks about two 

thousand of the seditious, 

1. Upon Yarus's reception of the letters that were written 
iy Sabinus and the captains, he could not avoid being .afraid 
for the whole legion [he had left there]. So he made haste 
to their relief, and took with him the other two legions, with 
the four iroops of horsemen to them belonging, and marched 
.to Ptolemais ; having given orders for the auxiliaries that 
were 43edt by the kings and governors of cities to meet him 
there. Moreover, he received from the people of fierytu8» 
«s he passed through their city, fifteen hundred armed meow 
Now as soon as the other body of auxiliaries were come to 
Ftolemais, as well as Aretas the Arabian (who, out of the 
jhatred he bore to Herod, brought a great army of horse and 
foot). Varus sent a part of his army presently to Graiilee, 
which lay near to Ftolemais, and Caius, one of his friends^ 
for their captain. This Caius put those that met him to 
flight, and took the city Sepphoris, and burnt it, and made 
slaves of its inhabitants ; but as for Varus himself, he march- 
ed to Samaria with his whole army, where he did not med- 
dle with the dty itself, because he found that it had made 
no commotion during these troubles, but pitched bis camp 
about a certain village which was called Arus. It behmged 
to Ptolemy, and on that account was plundered by the Ara- 
Uans, who were very angry even at Herod's friends also. He 
thence marched on to the villase Sampho, another fortified 
place, which they plundered as tney had done the other. As 
they carried ofi^ all the money they lighted upon belonging to 
the public revenues, all was now fuH of fire and bloc^shed^ 
and nothing could resist the plunders of the Arabians. £m« 
maus was also burnt, upon the flight of its .inhabitants, and 
this at the command of Varus, out of his rage at the slaugV 
ter of those that were aitwitf 4^iu&;. 
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2. Thence be marched on to Jerusalem, and aa soon as be 
was but seen by the Jews, he made their camps dispene 
themselves : they also went away, and fled up and down the 
country; but the citizens received . him, and cleared them- 
selves of having any hand in this revolt, and said, that they 
had raised no commotions, but had only been forced to admit 
the multitude because of the festival, and that they were rtther 
besieged together with the Romans, than assisted those that 
had revolt^. There had before this met' him Joseph, the 
first cousin of Archelaus, and Gratus, together with Rufui^ 
who led those of Sebaste, as well as the king^s army : there 
also met him those of the Roman legion, armed after thrir 
accustomed manner ; for as to Sabinus, he durst not come 
into Varus's sight, but was gone out of the city before this, 
to the sea-side ; but Varus sent a party of his army into the 
country, against those that had been the authors of this com- 
motion ; and as they caught great numbers of them, thole 
that appeared to have been the least concerned in these tu* 
mults he put into custody, but such as were the most guilty 
he crucified ; these were in number about two thousand. 

3. He was also informed, that there continued in Idumea 
ten thousand men still in arms ; but when he found that the 
Arabians did not act like auxiliaries, but managed the war 
according to their own passions, and did mischief to the 
country otherwise than he intended, and this out of their 
hatred to Herod, he sent them away, but made haste, with 
his own legions, to march against those that had revolted; 
but these, by the advice of Achiabus, delivered tbemsdves 
up to him before it came to a battle. Then did Varus for» 
give the multitude their o£Pences, but sent their captains ta 
Caesar to be examined by him. Now Csesar forgave the rest, 
but gave orders that certain of the king's relations (for some 
of those there were among them who were Herod's kinsmen)^ 
should be put to death, because they had encaged in a war 
against a king of their own family. When, therefore. Varus 
had settled matters at Jerusalem after this manner, and had 
left the former l^on there, as a garrison, he returned to 
Antioch. 



CHAP. VI. 

The Jews greatly complain of Archelaus, and derirt thai 
they may be made subject to Roman governors. Bui toAes 
Casar had heard what they had to say^ he dutrSmted Herois 
dominions amxmg his sons, according to Us oum pUamre, 

§ 1. But now came another accusation from the Jews against 
Archelaus at Rome, which he was to answer to. It was 
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made by those ambassadors who, before the revolt, had come 
by Varus^s permissioD to plead for the liberty of their coun- 
try; those that came were fifty in number, but there were 
Biore than eight thousand of the Jews at Rome who sup- 
ported them. And when Caesar had assembled a council of 
the principal Romans in Apollo^s temple* that was in the 
palace (this was what he had himself built and adorned at a 
vast expence,) thcmultitude of the Jews stood with the am- 
bassadors, and on the other side stood Archelaus with his 
friends ; but as for the kindred of Archelaus, they stood on 
urither side ; for to stand on Archelaus^s side, their hatred to 
him and envy at him would not give them leave, while yet 
they were afraid to be seen by Caesar with his accusers, lie- 
sides these, there was present Archelaus's brother, Philip, 
being sent thither beforehand out of kindness by Varus, for 
two reasons ; the one was this, that he might be assisting to 
.Archelaus ; and the other was this, that in case Caesar should 
make a distribution of what Herod possessed among his pos- 
terity, he might obtain some share of it. 

2. And now upon the permission that was given to the ac- 
cusers to speak, they, in the first place, went over Herod^s 
breaches ot their law, and said, that ^^ He was not a kinff, but 
tlie most barbarous of all tyrants, and that they had found 
bim to be such by the sufferings they underwent from him - 
ttat when a very great number had been slain by him, those 
that were left had endured such miseries that they called those 
that were dead, happy men : that he had not only tortured the 
lx)dies of his subjects, but entire cities, and had done much 
liarm to the cities of his own country, while he adorned those' 
that belonged to foreigners ; and he shed the blood of Jews, 
in order to do kindness to those people that were out of 
their bounds : that he had filled the nation full of poverty, and 
•of the greatest iniquity, instead of that happiness, and those 
laws which they had anciently enjoyed : that, in short, the 
Jews had borne more calamities from Herod, in a few years, 
than had their forefathers, during all that interval of time that 
had passed since they had come out of Babylon, and returned 
home in the reign of Xerxjes :-|- that, however, the nation 
iras come to so low a condition, by being inured to hard- 

* This holdiag a council in the temple of ApoUo, In the empeior't palace 
^ Rome, by Augnstut, and even the building of tUa temple magnificently 
by hfansdf in that palace, are exactly agreeable to Aognstut, in bis elder 
as A}drich and Spai^eim obaerve and prove, from Saetoniiu and Pro- 



^ Here we have a itiong confirmation, that it was Xerxes^ and not Artaxenes^ 
lUider whom the main part of the Jews returned out of the Babylonian captivity, 
!• e. in the days cff Eara and Ndiemiah. The same thing is in the Antiquities, 
^ xL diap. V. feet. 1. vol. i. 
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ships, that they submitted to his sucpessgr of their own ac- 
cord, though he brouffht them into Intter j^l^ery : AiC(t:iKMJocd« 
ingly they readily called Archelaus, though he ivas: the w 
oiso great a tyrant, king, after the deceacfe of his father,^ and 
joined with him in mourning for the death of Herod, aod io 
wisliing him good success in that his succession ; while yet 
this Archelaus, lest he should be in danger of net being, 
thought the genuine son of Herod, began his reiga with the 
murder of three thousand citizens ; as if he bad a mind ta 
offer so many bloody sacrifices to God for bis goverament, 
and to fill the temple with the like number of dead bodies 
at that festival : that, however,, those that were left after to 
many miseries, liad just reason to consider now at laBt the 
calamities they had undergone, and to oppose themselves, 
like soldiers in war, to receive those stripes upon their faoe» 
[but not upon their backs as hitherto.} \Vherefore thejr 
prayed, that the Romans would have compassion upon the 
[poor] remains of Judea, and not expose what was left d 
them, to such as barbarously tore them to pieces, and that 
they would join their country to Syria, and administer the 
government by their own commanders; whereby it would 
[soon] be demonstrated, that those who are now under tbe 
calumny of seditious persons, and lovers of war, knew how 
to bear governors that are set over them, if they be but toler- 
able ones.^ So the Jews concluded their accusations with, 
this request. Then rose up Nicolaus, and confuted tbe ac» 
eusations which were brought against tbe king^ and himself 
accused the Jewish nation, as hard to be ruled, and as na- 
turally disobedient to kings. He also reproached aU those 
kinsmen of Archelaus, who had left him, and were gone ofer 
to his accusers. 

3. So Caesar, after he had heard both sides, dissolved the 
assembly for that time ; but a few days afterward he gave the 
one half of Herod'^s kingdom to Archelaus, by the name of 
ethnarchf and promised to make him king also afterwar^i if 
he rendered himself worthy of that dignity. But as to the 
other half, he divided it into two tetrarchies^ and gave them 
to two other sons of Herod, the one of them to Philip, and 
the other to that Antipas who contested the kinedom with 
Archelaus. Under this last was Perea and Galilee, with a 
revenue of two hundred talents ; but Batanea, and^ Tradio- 
nitis, and Auranitis, and certain parts of Zeno^s house about 
Jamnia, with a revenue of a hundred talents, were made sub- 
ject to Philip; while Idumea, and all Judea and Samarisr 
were parts of the ethnarchy of Archelaus, although Samaria 
was cased of one quarter of its taxes, out of regard to thar 
not having revolted with the rest of the nation^ He also | 
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